
   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

January 10 & 11, 2025  

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

St. Cecilia - Thursday, January 15 at 6:30PM                       

St. Patrick - Tuesday, January 20 at 6:30PM            

St. Mary - Wednesday, January 21 at 6:00PM                        

Lenten Retreat Dates at St. Patrick's Church 

Feb 23 & 24, 2026 

Featuring Josh Mazrin 

Joshua Mazrin is the founder and Executive Direc-

tor of the Immaculata Institute, an organization 

which seeks to continue St. Maximilian Kolbe’s 

mission of extending the Blessed Kingdom of the 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus as far as possible, as 

soon as possible, through winning over all souls to 

the Immaculata. The Immaculata Institute offers 

resources for dioceses, parishes, faith formation 

groups, and individuals, helping those consecrate 

themselves to the Immaculata. 

www.immaculatainstitute.org 

Topics will include Crushing the Head of the Ser-

pent: Marian Consecration as Spiritual Warfare & 

How to Pray Without Ceasing 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parishioners, 

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we remember Jesus at the Jordan River. He enters the water 
not because He needs repentance, but because His love brings Him close to us. At that moment, the 
heavens open, the Spirit comes down, and the Father proclaims: “This is my beloved Son.” 

Before Jesus starts to preach, heal, or serve, He is called Beloved. This feast reminds us that our iden-
tity comes before our actions. We do not have to earn God’s love; we live and serve because we al-
ready have it. 

At our own baptism, we were also claimed, anointed, and sent. We are called to live with gentleness, 
mercy, and care for each other as members of the Body of Christ. 

With that same baptismal spirit, and because of a recent rise in COVID-19 and Influenza A and B, we 
will temporarily stop offering the common chalice of the Precious Blood. We are making this decision 
out of care, especially for those who are elderly or have health concerns. 

Please remember that receiving Holy Communion in one form is still the full reception of Christ's 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. Nothing important is missing. We will offer the Precious Blood 
again when illness levels go down. 

Frequently Asked Questions About Communion Under One Species 

Q: Am I receiving the full Eucharist if I receive only the Host? A: Yes. The Church teaches that Christ 
is fully present, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, under either form. 

Q: Why is the common chalice being suspended? A: Because of a recent rise in COVID-19 and Influ-
enza A and B, we are temporarily stopping the common chalice to care for our community. 

Q: Is this a permanent change? A: No. We will offer the Precious Blood again when illness levels are 
lower. 

Q: Does this mean the Precious Blood is less important? A: Not at all. This is only a temporary change 
to care for our community, not a change in our beliefs. 

Q: How is this a faithful response to the Gospel? A: Taking care of the health and well-being of oth-
ers, especially those who are vulnerable, is a real way to live out our baptismal call to love and charity. 

I am thankful for all the ways our parish communities show kindness and care throughout the year. I 
especially want to thank St. Mary’s in Guthrie Center for the thoughtful 

Chamber Bucks Christmas gift. Your generosity truly meant a lot. 

Have a blessed week,  

Fr. Ray 
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Married Couples. Would you like to relive the 

excitement, romance and passion from your 

honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a            

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. For 

more information call Denise and Greg at            

563-920-9419 or sign up at 

wwme.org. Upcoming experiences 

are February 13-15 in Dubuque, 

April 10-12 in Marshalltown and  

October 9-11 in Epworth.   

SAVE  
the dates 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., January 10 at 4:30 PM – Carlene Murrane Family &                        

                                                                                       Matt Murrane 

Sun., January 11 at 8:00 AM – Living/deceased members of                

                                                                     Callahan & Holland Family 

Sun., January 11 at 9:30 AM – Lee & Jean Knobbe                        

Tues., January 13 at 5:30 PM – Anita Sheehan                                

Wed., January 14 at 8:00 AM – Bernadette Clark                           

Thurs., January 15 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family 

Fri., January 16 at 8:00 AM – Lucille Sewell  

Sat., January 17 at 4:30 PM – Leo & Eva Fiedler                              

Sun., January 18 at 8:00 AM – Mike, Mag, Al and Bob                    

Sun., January 18 at 9:30 AM – Charlotte Holle & Family               

Tues., January 20 at 5:30 PM – Kay Vaux                                           

Wed., January 21 at 8:00 AM – Shelly Bauler                                  

Thurs., January 22 at 8:00 AM – Dick Zapf                                       

Fri., January 23 at 8:00 AM – Travis Clark  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $2,259                                   
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

       Sunday weekly offering— $741                                 
St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $378                                    
 

**All ADA PAID IN FULL** 

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

January 17 & 18, 2025  

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

St. Patrick - Tuesday, January 20 at 6:30PM            

St. Mary - Wednesday, January 21 at 6:00PM                        

Lenten Retreat Dates at St. Patrick's Church 

Feb 23 & 24, 2026 

Featuring Josh Mazrin 

Joshua Mazrin is the founder and Executive Direc-

tor of the Immaculata Institute, an organization 

which seeks to continue St. Maximilian Kolbe’s 

mission of extending the Blessed Kingdom of the 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus as far as possible, as 

soon as possible, through winning over all souls to 

the Immaculata. The Immaculata Institute offers 

resources for dioceses, parishes, faith formation 

groups, and individuals, helping those consecrate 

themselves to the Immaculata. 

www.immaculatainstitute.org 

Topics will include Crushing the Head of the Ser-

pent: Marian Consecration as Spiritual Warfare & 

How to Pray Without Ceasing 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parishioners, 

Many Catholics love the Bible… but quietly wonder how to ponder it. We hear God’s Word at 

Mass, we own Bibles at home, and we know it’s important — but what do we actually do with 

Scripture once we open it? 

The Church offers us a simple, ancient practice called Lectio Divina, which means “holy read-

ing.” This way of praying with Scripture helps us move from just learning about God to listen-

ing to God. 

It has several small movements: 

1. Read — What does the text actually say? (Read a passage out    loud) 

2. Meditate — What word or phrase stood out to me? Why? 

3. Reread the passage, follow step 2 (a couple of times if you like) 

4. Pray — What do I want to say to the Lord? 

5. Contemplate — Rest in the presence of God. 

Some add a sixth movement: 

6. Act — How could I live this Word today? 

The purpose is not to master Scripture, but to let Scripture master our hearts. We read the 

Bible not just to gain information, but to receive transformation. 

Try this with this Sunday’s Gospel. Read it slowly, even twice. Notice what stirs. Don’t force 

anything. God speaks in small ways. 

Below are a few simple reflection questions to help: 

________________________________________ 

Reflection Questions for the Week 

• When I listen to the Gospel, what word or phrase stands out? 

• Why might God want me to notice that today? 

• What do I most want to say to Jesus about this? 

• Is there a wound, fear, or joy that this Scripture touches? 

• What is the smallest step I could take to live this Gospel? 

• When have I recently experienced God speaking through Scripture? 

Have a great week. 

Fr. Ray 
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Married Couples. Would you like to relive the 

excitement, romance and passion from your 

honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a            

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. For 

more information call Denise and Greg at            

563-920-9419 or sign up at 

wwme.org. Upcoming experiences 

are February 13-15 in Dubuque, April 

10-12 in Marshalltown and                    

October 9-11 in Epworth.   

SAVE  
the dates 

Prom Closet Shopping Days                                              

are scheduled for the following Saturdays. 

  

Saturday, February 7th, 9am - 2 pm                       

Saturday, February 14th, 9am - 2 pm                            

Saturday, February 21st, 9am - 2 pm                            

Saturday, February 28th, 9am - 2 pm 

  

Prom Closet is located at  

Ascension Lutheran Church 

406 5th Avenue SOUTH 

Coon Rapids, Iowa.  

  

We are just north of the Dollar General. 

 No appointments are needed for the shopping 

days. Be sure to bring any floor-length prom gowns 

if you have them to donate. 

 All Prom dresses, shoes, and accessories are 

FREE  OF CHARGE. 

The audio drama invites kids ages 8 - 12 and their     

families into the fictional mountain town of Hope 

Springs, Colorado. Follow a close-knit group of friends 

as they uncover mysteries at The Old Depot, from 

smoke-bomb pranks to stolen artifacts and strange   

telegraph messages from the past.  
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., January 17 at 4:30 PM – Leo & Eva Fiedler                              

Sun., January 18 at 8:00 AM – Mike, Mag, Al and Bob and                 

                                                                                             Alan Nagel                    

Sun., January 18 at 9:30 AM – Charlotte Holle & Family               

Tues., January 20 at 5:30 PM – Kay Vaux                                           

Wed., January 21 at 8:00 AM – Shelly Bauler                                  

Thurs., January 22 at 8:00 AM – Dick Zapf                                       

Fri., January 23 at 8:00 AM – Travis Clark  

Sat., January 24 at 4:30 PM – Kay Vaux                                           

Sun., January 25 at 8:00 AM – Living & deceased members of         

                                                        Leon & Donna Kennebeck families 

Sun., January 25 at 9:30 AM – George & Miranda, Meritza,                  

                                                                                                  Ralphel 

Tues., January 27 at 5:30 PM – Kenny Ludwig                                

Wed., January 28 at 8:00 AM – Deceased members of                       

                                                                                                                                                    Higgins Family 

Thurs., January 29 at 8:00 AM – Joe & Joyce Louis & Family     

Fri., January 30 at 8:00 AM – Joann Reil  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $3,969.50                                   
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

       Sunday weekly offering— $3,735                                 
St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $629                                    
 

**All ADA PAID IN FULL** 

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

January 24 & 25, 2025 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

mass times 
HOLY DAY 

Lenten Retreat Dates at St. Patrick's Church 

Feb 23 & 24, 2026 

Featuring Josh Mazrin 

Joshua Mazrin is the founder and Executive Director of 

the Immaculata Institute, an organization which seeks 

to continue St. Maximilian Kolbe’s mission of extending 

the Blessed Kingdom of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

as far as possible, as soon as possible, through winning 

over all souls to the Immaculata. The Immaculata Insti-

tute offers resources for dioceses, parishes, faith for-

mation groups, and individuals, helping those conse-

crate themselves to the Immaculata. 

www.immaculatainstitute.org 

Topics will include Crushing the Head of the Serpent: 

Marian Consecration as Spiritual Warfare & How to 

Pray Without Ceasing 

Ash Wednesday- February 18 

St. Cecilia- 8AM 

St. Mary- 5:30PM 

St. Patrick- 7PM 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parish Family, 

Last week, we learned a simple way to pray with Scripture-Lectio Divina. This week, I want to share another ancient 

way to understand God’s Word, called The Four Senses of Scripture. This approach shows how one Gospel passage can 

speak to our minds, our choices, and our hope for heaven, no matter where we come from—whether rural, small-

town, or from the lake community. 

The Gospel this Sunday is Matthew 4:12–23, where Jesus begins His public ministry and calls His first disciples with the 

words: “Come after me.” 

Let’s look at that through the Four Senses. 

1. The Literal Sense — “What’s actually going on?” Jesus leaves Nazareth after John the Baptist is arrested and moves 

to Capernaum. He fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy about a great light shining on people who sit in darkness. He begins preach-

ing: “Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.” He calls Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John. They are working 

fishermen, repairing nets, running family businesses, and trying to make ends meet. They leave their nets and follow 

Him. Jesus travels throughout Galilee teaching, preaching, and healing. No halos, no platforms, no spotlight. Just real 

people with work, families, and concerns. 

2.    The Allegorical Sense — “Where is Christ and His Church?” Christ is the Light who breaks into ordinary life. His call 

is the beginning of the Church’s mission. The disciples’ boats and nets become symbols of what the Church will do. The 

Church casts the nets of the Gospel into the world to gather souls into God’s Kingdom. What started on a shoreline in 

Galilee has become the Church’s mission, which still reaches small towns, rural communities, and lake houses today. 

3.     The Moral Sense — “What is being asked of me?” This is where most of us lean in, because we naturally ask: 

“What does ‘Come after me’ really mean, and what must I do?” Following Jesus doesn’t mean we have to be perfect, 

overly religious, or suddenly excited. It means four practical things: (1) Let Jesus set the direction Most of us try to fit 

God into our own plans. But following Jesus means letting Him lead and asking: “Lord, what do You want from me to-

day?” (2) Don’t go alone Jesus never calls people to be alone. Discipleship happens in His Body, the Church. For some, 

that means coming back to church. For others, it means going deeper in faith. (3) Take one small step The disciples did-

n’t know the whole journey ahead. They just took the next step. For us, that could mean: • praying, even briefly, • for-

giving someone, • receiving the Sacraments, • serving someone quietly, • inviting someone to return to faith, • or carv-

ing out 1% more time for God. (4) Let go of the “nets.” The disciples left their nets behind. Today, our nets might look 

like: • fear, • cynicism, • resentment, • busyness, • screens and noise, • the belief that “I’m doing fine without God,” • 

or the feeling that “I don’t matter enough to bother.” Notice, Jesus doesn’t shame the disciples for having nets. He just 

doesn’t let the nets keep them on the shore. Whether we work long hours in the field, run small-town businesses, or 

spend weekends at the lake, the question is the same: What net is keeping me from taking the next step with Christ? 
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Married Couples. Would you like to relive the 

excitement, romance and passion from your 

honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a            

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. For 

more information call Denise and Greg at            

563-920-9419 or sign up at 

wwme.org. Upcoming experiences 

are February 13-15 in Dubuque, April 

10-12 in Marshalltown and                    

October 9-11 in Epworth.   

4.    The Anagogical Sense — “Where is this going?” The disciples’ “yes” doesn’t end on the lake shore. It leads toward: 

• communion, • mission, • resurrection, • and finally heaven. The light that breaks into Galilee anticipates the eternal 

light of the Kingdom, where darkness, rivalry, burnout, and death are no more. This lifts Christianity beyond just surviv-

ing, succeeding, or improving ourselves. It gives our lives, whether rural or at the lake, comfortable or challenging, eter-

nal meaning. 

One Core Message 

Christ steps into ordinary life, into boats and barns, offices and lake houses, and calls us to discipleship, mission, and 

eternal purpose. 

For Prayer This Week 

• Where do I feel “in the dark” and need Christ’s light? 

• What net is keeping me from following Him? 

• What small step could I take this week? 

• Where do I need to stop going alone? 

Before next Sunday, try reading the Gospel once this week. There’s no pressure to feel anything. Just give Jesus space 

to say, “Come after me.” 

Because in the Gospels, Jesus didn’t go looking for the perfect. 

He went looking for the willing. 

And He still does. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Ray Higgins 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., January 24 at 4:30 PM – Kay Vaux                                           

Sun., January 25 at 8:00 AM – Living & deceased members of         

                                                        Leon & Donna Kennebeck families 

Sun., January 25 at 9:30 AM – George & Miranda, Meritza,                  

                                                                                                  Ralphel 

Tues., January 27 at 5:30 PM – Kenny Ludwig                                

Wed., January 28 at 8:00 AM – Deceased members of                       

                                                                                                                                                    Higgins Family 

Thurs., January 29 at 8:00 AM – Joe & Joyce Louis & Family     

Fri., January 30 at 8:00 AM – Joann Reil  

Sat., January 31 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                          

Sun., February 1 at 8:00 AM – Brennen Cox                               

Sun., February 1 at 9:30 AM – Deceased family members of                    

                                                                                  Kevin & Peggy Dentlinger 

Tues., February 3 at 5:30 PM – Seidl Family                                    

Wed., February 4 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family                   

Thurs., February 5 at 8:00 AM – Fr. Ray Higgins                           

Fri., February 6 at 8:00 AM – Paul & Agatha Sailer  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,491                                  
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

       Sunday weekly offering— $1,358                                 
St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $590                                    
 

**All ADA PAID IN FULL** 

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

January 31 & February 1, 2025  

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

ALL MEMBERS OF St. Mary’s, St. Cecilia’s, St. Patrick’s: 

Our Lenten Speaker, Joshua Mazrin,                                      
will be here on Feb. 23rd and 24th 

Would any family be able to take him to supper and  
provide him a meal for those 2 days? 

If so, please contact Jill Hart 712-292-9096, to make 
arrangements. 

Joshua will be staying at an AIRBNB in Coon Rapids 
while he is here. 

Thank you so much for considering! 

ST PATRICK’S LADIES GUILD MEETING 

We will have a short meeting after Mass on                      

Saturday, February 14th to discuss Beef Noodle Dinner 

that will be held on March 15th 

St. Cecilia Fish Fry 

St. Cecilia Knights of Columbus will be hosting a 

fish fry on Friday, March 13th from 5-7PM.  

Reminder St Patrick Second Collection 

A second collection will be taken at Mass next week 

(Feb 7) and quarterly for the Coon Rapids-Bayard Food 

Pantry. Your donation could be cash or check.       

Checks should be made out to Coon Rapids-Bayard 

Food Pantry. 

Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

Reminder St Mary’s Parish Second Collection 

A second collection will be taken next week (Feb 7) and 

quarterly at St. Mary’s for New Opportunities and Asso-

ciation of Churches food pantry.  

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parishioners, 

Zephaniah encourages us to stay humble, honest, and close to God. God stands by those who 

are genuine. Jesus shares the Beatitudes, reminding us that God blesses people the world 

often overlooks: the gentle, the forgiving, the peacemakers, and those who keep trying to do 

what’s right, even when it’s hard. These readings show that God works through ordinary peo-

ple who live with simple faith and steady goodness. 

I’d like to continue sharing ways to reflect on Scripture. One helpful approach is to slow down 

and let God’s Word stay with us after Mass. Instead of trying to understand everything at 

once, we can focus on one small part of the reading and let it become part of our daily life. 

This kind of prayerful reflection helps move Scripture from our ears to our hearts, shaping 

how we live, speak, and respond during the week. 

 

This Week’s Practice: “Let the Word Take Root” 

1. Choose one Beatitude to carry with you this week. 

Write it on a card. Put it on your dashboard or keep it in your pocket. Let it quietly guide your 

words, choices, and reactions. 

2. Notice where humility is needed. 

When you face a tough conversation or a moment of frustration, pause and ask yourself: 

What would a humble heart do here? Humility isn’t weakness. It’s the ground where God 

grows strength. 

3. Look for the quiet blessings. 

At the end of each day, think of one moment when God’s presence showed up in something 

small. It could be a kind word, finishing a task, a peaceful moment, or a chance to forgive. 

4. Pray with this simple line: 

“Lord, make my heart gentle and open, that I may live the blessings You promise. 

On a different note, I want to let you know I’ll be away from February 8 to 15 to visit Arizona. 

My uncle, Fr. Francis Higgins, will be here to lead the weekend and daily Masses while I’m 

gone. 

Have a blessed week, 

Fr. Ray 
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Winter brings crisp fresh air.  A Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend is like winter because 
it’s a weekend full of fresh air and a time to rejoice 
in the beauty of our marriage and family.  It’s a 
great time to rekindle communication and enjoy a 
weekend away. For more information call 563-920-
9419 or sign up at wwme.org. 

Upcoming dates: February 13-15 in 

Dubuque, April 10-12 in Marshalltown, 

and October 9-11 in Epworth. 

mass times 
HOLY DAY SAVE  

the dates 
Lenten Retreat Dates at St. Patrick's Church 

Feb 23 & 24, 2026 

Featuring Josh Mazrin 

Joshua Mazrin is the founder and Executive Director of the 

Immaculata Institute, an organization which seeks to                 

continue St. Maximilian Kolbe’s mission of extending the 

Blessed Kingdom of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus as far as 

possible, as soon as possible, through winning over all souls 

to the Immaculata. The Immaculata Institute offers resources 

for dioceses, parishes, faith formation groups, and             

Individuals, helping those consecrate themselves to                   

the Immaculata. 

www.immaculatainstitute.org 

Topics will include Crushing the Head of the Serpent: Marian 

Consecration as Spiritual Warfare &                                               

How to Pray Without Ceasing 

Prom Closet Shopping Days                                              

are scheduled for the following Saturdays. 

 Saturday, February 7th, 9am - 2 pm                                      
Saturday, February 14th, 9am - 2 pm                            
Saturday, February 21st, 9am - 2 pm                             
Saturday, February 28th, 9am - 2 pm 

 Prom Closet is located at                                        

Ascension Lutheran Church 

406 5th Avenue SOUTH 

Coon Rapids, Iowa.  

 We are just north of the Dollar General. 

 No appointments are needed for the shopping days. Be 

sure to bring any floor-length prom gowns if you have 

them to donate. 

 All Prom dresses, shoes, and accessories are FREE  OF 

CHARGE. 

 Call or text Dona Tuel with questions                       

@ 712-830-7825 

Ash Wednesday- February 18 

St. Cecilia- 8AM 

St. Mary- 5:30PM 

St. Patrick- 7PM 



 4 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                       
 

                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., January 31 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                          

Sun., February 1 at 8:00 AM – Brennen Cox                               

Sun., February 1 at 9:30 AM – Deceased family members of                    

                                                                                  Kevin & Peggy Dentlinger 

Tues., February 3 at 5:30 PM – Seidl Family                                    

Wed., February 4 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family                   

Thurs., February 5 at 8:00 AM – Fr. Ray Higgins                           

Fri., February 6 at 8:00 AM – Paul & Agatha Sailer  

Sat., February 7 at 4:30 PM – Kay Vaux                                       

Sun., February 8 at 8:00 AM – Johnny & Catherine Vogel Family 

Sun., February 8 at 9:30 AM – Dr. Jeff & Becky Wahl Family 

Tues., February 10 at 5:30 PM – Crosier Family                         

Wed., February 11 at 8:00 AM – Ward Gustafson                          

Thurs., February 12 at 8:00 AM – Sisters of Bishop Diamond    

Fri., February 13 at 8:00 AM – Cindy Ahrens  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,083                                   
ACH- $750 

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

       Sunday weekly offering— $1,083                                                         
   ACH- $1,839                                                                         

St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $900                                              
ACH- $950                    

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

February 7 & 8, 2025  

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

Joshua Mazrin, founder of Immaculata Institute 

Lenten Speaker 

Monday February 23 &  Tuesday 24 

Starting at 6pm 

1 hour talk, ending with Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Crushing the Head of the Serpent: Marian          

Consecration as Spiritual Warfare & How to Pray 

Without Ceasing                                               

www.immaculatainstitute.org 

ST PATRICK’S LADIES GUILD MEETING 

We will have a short meeting after Mass on                      

Saturday, February 21st (CHANGED) to discuss 

Beef Noodle Dinner that will be held on                  

March 15th 

St. Cecilia Fish Fry 

St. Cecilia Knights of Columbus will be hosting a 

fish fry on Friday, March 13th from 5-7PM.  

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parishioners, 

This Sunday’s Gospel gives us two simple but powerful images from Jesus: “You are the salt of the earth… 
You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13–16). 

In Jesus’ time, salt was used to preserve food and add flavor. Light helped people see and live safely after 
dark. Both made life better. When Jesus says, "You are salt and light," He means the faith you received at 
Baptism is meant to make a real difference in the world. 

The Implication for Us                                                                                                                                      

This Gospel is not only a compliment but also a calling. 

· Salt only works when it is mixed in. 

· Light is only useful when it shines. 

If we keep our faith private or hidden, it cannot bless others. God calls us to live our faith in visible, practical 
ways—through kindness, honesty, generosity, and caring for those in need. When you encourage, forgive, help 
a neighbor, or stand up for what is right, you are being salt and light.                                                                           
One way we can live out this Gospel together is by caring for those who struggle to put food on the table. 

Food Pantry Support                                                                                                                                                  
On February 14 and 15, we will take up a second collection at each parish to support our local food pantries. 
This is a real and important way for our parishes to be salt and light. Your generosity helps our neighbors have 
the food and dignity they need. 

Blessing of Throats – St. Blaise                                                                                                                                            
This weekend, we will also honor St. Blaise with the blessing of throats.                                                            
St. Blaise was a bishop and martyr from the 4th century, known for caring for the sick. Tradition says he 
healed a boy who was choking on a fishbone, so he became known as a protector against throat illnesses.     
For the Blessing of Throats, the priest or deacon places two crossed candles near your throat and prays:  
“Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from every disease of the 
throat and from every other illness.”                                                                                                                             
This sacramental reminds us that Christ cares for both our spiritual and physical well-being. It invites us to 
trust God with our health and our lives. 

Welcome                                                                                                                                                                         
We warmly welcome Father Francis Higgins, who will be with us and helping for the next several weeks. 
Please greet him and remember him in your prayers as he ministers in our parish communities while I am in 
Arizona.                                                                                                                                                               

---                                                                                                                                                                      

May the Lord help each of us be salt that brings flavor to the world and light that helps others see God’s good-
ness. Small acts done with great love can truly change the world. 

In Christ, Fr. Ray 
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Winter brings crisp fresh air.  A Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend is like winter because 
it’s a weekend full of fresh air and a time to rejoice 
in the beauty of our marriage and family.  It’s a 
great time to rekindle communication and enjoy a 
weekend away. For more information call 563-920-
9419 or sign up at wwme.org. 

Upcoming dates: February 13-15 in 

Dubuque, April 10-12 in Marshalltown, 

and October 9-11 in Epworth. 

mass times 
HOLY DAY SAVE  

the dates 

Prom Closet Shopping Days                                              

are scheduled for the following Saturdays. 

 Saturday, February 7th, 9am - 2 pm                                      
Saturday, February 14th, 9am - 2 pm                            
Saturday, February 21st, 9am - 2 pm                             
Saturday, February 28th, 9am - 2 pm 

 Prom Closet is located at                                        

Ascension Lutheran Church 

406 5th Avenue SOUTH 

Coon Rapids, Iowa.  

 We are just north of the Dollar General. 

 No appointments are needed for the shopping days. Be 

sure to bring any floor-length prom gowns if you have 

them to donate. 

 All Prom dresses, shoes, and accessories are FREE  OF 

CHARGE. 

 Call or text Dona Tuel with questions                       

@ 712-830-7825 

Ash Wednesday- February 18 

St. Cecilia- 8AM 

St. Mary- 5:30PM 

St. Patrick- 7PM 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., February 7 at 4:30 PM – Kay Vaux                                       

Sun., February 8 at 8:00 AM – Johnny & Catherine Vogel Family 

Sun., February 8 at 9:30 AM – Dr. Jeff & Becky Wahl Family 

Tues., February 10 at 5:30 PM – Crosier Family                         

Wed., February 11 at 8:00 AM – Ward Gustafson                          

Thurs., February 12 at 8:00 AM – Sisters of Bishop Diamond    

Fri., February 13 at 8:00 AM – Cindy Ahrens  

Sat., February 14 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                          

Sun., February 15 at 8:00 AM – Timothy Crees                                   

Sun., February 15 at 9:30 AM – Lee & Jean Knobbe                

Tues., February 17 at 5:30 PM – Fr Ray Higgins & Family                

Wed., February 18 at 8:00 AM – Len Snyder Family                    

Thurs., February 19 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family             

Fri., February 20 at 8:00 AM – Paul & Sheyrl Clark Family  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $2,120                                    
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

       Sunday weekly offering— $4,871.74                                                         
 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $579                                              
 

**All ADA PAID IN FULL** 

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

February 28 & March 1, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

St. Cecilia Fish Fry 

St. Cecilia Knights of Columbus will be hosting a 

fish fry on Friday, March 13th from 5-7PM.  

St. Cecilia 

Join us Wednesday evenings during Lent from        

6-8pm in the church basement starting 2/25/26, 

where we will be knitting/crocheting prayer 

shawls. Prayer shawls have been made for centu-

ries. They are universal and embracing; they com-

fort and enfold; wrap and warm; shelter and em-

brace. Those who make and receive shawls are 

blessed. Call Casey 515-720-3919 for details or to 

RSVP. Crochet lessons available!  

St. Mary Fish Fry 

St. Mary’s fish fry will be March 27th at 5-7:30PM 

in the church hall. 

St. Mary | Thursday Holy Hours in March  

March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th  

6:00–7:00 pm 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

In this Sunday’s readings, God asks us for something that is both simple and difficult. To Abra-

ham, He says, “Go.” On the mountain of the Transfiguration, He says, “Listen to my beloved 

Son.” Lent centers on these two words: Go and Listen. 

Abraham had to leave what was comfortable. The apostles had to come down the mountain 

and follow Jesus toward Jerusalem. 

We are also invited to keep moving forward, especially when prayer feels quiet, when sacrific-

es seem small, or when our Lenten resolutions start to fade. If you’ve stumbled, start again. 

If you’re tired, don’t quit. If you’ve drifted, return. The glory of the Transfiguration reminds us 

that the Cross is not the end. Christ leads us toward the light. 

 

Thursday Holy Hours – March (5, 12, 19, 26) 

St. Mary | 6:00–7:00 pm 

To help us stay faithful this Lent, Holy Hours will be held at St. Mary every Thursday in 

March from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. 

I am keeping the Holy Hours in one place to avoid confusion and to provide a consistent op-

portunity for prayer and Confession. 

Each Holy Hour will include: 

• Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

• A brief spiritual reflection 

• Quiet time for personal prayer 

• Spiritual reading or private devotions 

• Time for Confessions 

• Benediction 

These are extra opportunities for Confession, in addition to the regular times before daily 

Mass and before or after weekend Masses. 

Please take advantage of this grace-filled time. 

Fr. Ray 



 3 

 

SAVE  
the dates 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., February 28 at 4:30 PM – Willie Schumann                           

Sun., March 1 at 8:00 AM – Dominic Higgins                                    

Sun., March 1 at 9:30 AM – Charlotte Holle & Family                      

Tues., March 3 at 5:30 PM – Living/deceased members of                 

                                                                  Callahan & Holland Family 

Wed., March 4 at 8:00 AM – Brennen Cox                                  

Thurs., March 5 at 8:00 AM – Shelly Bauler                                          

Fri., March 6 at 8:00 AM – Ezri Hernandez  

Sat., March 7 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                              

Sun., March 8 at 8:00 AM – Mike, Mag, Al and Bob                         

Sun., March 8 at 9:30 AM – David & Rita Halsey                          

Tues., March 10 at 5:30 PM – Kenny Ludwig                            

Wed., March 11 at 8:00 AM – Marilyn Sweetnam                 

Thurs., March 12 at 8:00 AM – Deceased members of                                  

                                                                                     Higgins Family 

Fri., March 13 at 8:00 AM – Paul & Agatha Sailer  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $5,145                                   
ACH- $850                   

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

                Sunday weekly offering— $1,150.75                                         
  ACH- $1,824                                                                       

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $587                                              
ACH- $1,020                                                                               

Food Pantry- $320                                                                                                               
 

**All ADA PAID IN FULL** 

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

March 7 & 8, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

St. Mary’s Parish– CYC tuition grant 

St. Mary’s parish offers tuition assistance for          

families of children going to Catholic Youth Camp. 

Complete the form that will be in the back of St. 

Mary’s church or online to receive tuition            

assistance from St. Mary’s for your child to attend 

Catholic Youth Camp at                                                       

St. Thomas More this summer. 

Please turn in the form into the         

offering plate at church by                      

Thursday, April 30th. 

 PARISH  
announcements 

St. Cecilia Fish Fry 

St. Cecilia Knights of Columbus will be hosting a 

fish fry on Friday, March 13th from 5-7PM.  

St. Mary Fish Fry 

St. Mary’s fish fry will be March 27th at 5-7:30PM 

in the church hall. 

St. Mary | Thursday Holy Hours in March  

March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th  

6:00–7:00 pm 

First Communion  

April 19th- St. Cecilia at 8:00 AM                               

April 19th- St. Mary at 9:30 AM                            

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear friends, 

As we continue through Lent, this weekend’s readings remind us that God meets us in the 

middle of our thirst—not just for water, but for peace, guidance, and a new beginning. The 

Israelites were tired and frustrated in the desert, yet God still gave them water from the rock. 

The psalm encourages us to soften our hearts and listen again. St. Paul reminds us that God’s 

love is poured into us through the Holy Spirit. In the Gospel, Jesus sits at a well with a woman 

who didn’t expect anything from Him, and He offers her “living water,” the kind that reaches 

the dry places in all of us. 

 

Lent is a good time to let the Lord meet us in the same way—honestly and just as we are. 

I also want to remind everyone that each Thursday from 6 to 7 PM at St. Mary, we have a qui-

et Holy Hour with Confessions available. It’s a peaceful way to step away from the week and 

spend some time with the Lord. Families are very welcome, even if you can only come for part 

of the hour. 

 

You’ll also find information in the bulletin about our upcoming parish dinners. These gather-

ings require a lot of love and effort from many people, and they truly strengthen our parish 

family. I hope you’ll support these wonderful events and enjoy spending time together. 

I pray this week brings you a little more peace, a little more hope, and the living water that 

only Christ can give. 

 

In Christ, 

Fr. Ray 
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MARRIED COUPLES:   A Worldwide     Mar-

riage Encounter Weekend is like Spring-

time.  It’s a weekend of fresh air, the re-

birth of romance and new                    

beginnings.  If you’d like to make your 

marriage even more special than it          

already is sign up now at wwme.org or 

call Greg & Denise at 563-920-9419 or 

sign up at wwme.org.           

Upcoming dates: April 10-12 

in Marshalltown and October    

9-11 in Epworth.   

SAVE  
the dates 

Italy Pilgrimage Invitation to Iowa                              

Knights of Columbus,  

Spouses and Widows of Former Knights: Note that 

there is still room to come along November 2-12, 

2026, to some of the most sacred and beautiful 

sites in all of Europe! We’ll visit great places like 

Venice, Padua, Florence, Assisi, Rome and so much 

more! Our time in Rome will include a Papal       

Audience with Pope Leo XIV! We’ll have Mass daily 

in great Churches and Cathedrals along the way. 

This pilgrimage is for Knights of Columbus from 

around the State of Iowa, spouses and widows of 

former members, and is being organized by Fr. 

Dan Guenther, the State of Iowa Chaplain for the 

Knights of Columbus. Cost for the trip is $4,599 

with departure from either Des Moines or Omaha, 

while seats are available. For a brochure and more 

information, contact Fr. Dan Guenther, 276     

Country Club Drive, Lake Park, Iowa 51347 or call 

712-899-6870 or email frdanguenther@gmail.com  
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., February 28 at 4:30 PM – Willie Schumann                           

Sun., March 1 at 8:00 AM – Dominic Higgins                                    

Sun., March 1 at 9:30 AM – Charlotte Holle & Family                      

Tues., March 3 at 5:30 PM – Living/deceased members of                 

                                                                  Callahan & Holland Family 

Wed., March 4 at 8:00 AM – Brennen Cox                                  

Thurs., March 5 at 8:00 AM – Shelly Bauler                                          

Fri., March 6 at 8:00 AM – Ezri Hernandez  

Sat., March 7 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                              

Sun., March 8 at 8:00 AM – Mike, Mag, Al and Bob                         

Sun., March 8 at 9:30 AM – David & Rita Halsey                          

Tues., March 10 at 5:30 PM – Kenny Ludwig                            

Wed., March 11 at 8:00 AM – Marilyn Sweetnam                 

Thurs., March 12 at 8:00 AM – Deceased members of                                  

                                                                                     Higgins Family 

Fri., March 13 at 8:00 AM – Paul & Agatha Sailer  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $2,299                                                     
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

                Sunday weekly offering— $1,504                                                                                                                
 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $590                                              
 

**All ADA PAID IN FULL** 

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

March 14 & 15, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

St. Mary’s Parish– CYC tuition grant 

St. Mary’s parish offers tuition assistance for families of 

children going to Catholic Youth Camp. 

Complete the form that will be in the back of St. Mary’s 

church or online to receive tuition assistance from St. 

Mary’s for your child to attend Catholic Youth Camp at                                                       

St. Thomas More this summer. 

Please turn in the form into the offering 

plate at church by Thursday, April 30th. 

 PARISH  
announcements 

MARRIED COUPLES:   A Worldwide Marriage    

Encounter Weekend is like Springtime.  It’s a 

weekend of fresh air, the rebirth of romance 

and new beginnings.  If you’d like to make 

your marriage even more special than it          

already is sign up now at wwme.org or call 

Greg & Denise at 563-920-9419 or 

sign up at wwme.org. Upcoming 

dates: April 10-12 in Marshalltown 

and October 9-11 in Epworth.   

St. Mary Fish Fry 

St. Mary’s fish fry will be March 27th at 5-7:30PM 

in the church hall. 

St. Mary | Thursday Holy Hours in March  

March 19th, 26th  

6:00–7:00 pm 

First Communion  

April 19th- St. Cecilia at 8:00 AM                               

April 19th- St. Mary at 9:30 AM                            

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This Sunday’s Gospel from John 9:1–41 asks us to look closely at what it means to truly see. It 

is not just about physical sight, but about the deeper gift of spiritual vision. When Jesus heals 

the man born blind, He shows us that the worst kind of blindness is not with our eyes, but 

with our hearts. The Pharisees could see, but they missed the miracle because of their pride, 

while the man who had never seen before recognized Jesus as Lord. As we finish these last 

weeks of Lent, let’s ask God to help us notice where we might be blind—whether to the 

needs of others, to God’s presence in our lives, or to the grace He offers us every day. May we 

pray together, “Lord, I want to see.” 

The Annual Diocesan Appeal has begun, and I am reaching out to you not just as your pastor, 

but as someone who has seen the great things your generosity makes possible in our diocese. 

Your gift to the Annual Diocesan Appeal extends far beyond the walls of our beloved St. Pat-

rick, St. Cecilia, and St. Mary Church. It supports seminarians answering God’s call to the 

priesthood and funds Catholic education and formation. When you give to the Annual Dioce-

san Appeal, your support goes beyond Parish Church. It helps seminarians preparing for the 

priesthood, funds Catholic education for our children, supports Catholic Charities for those in 

need, and keeps ministries going for people on the margins. Every dollar you give is a real sign 

of the Gospel in action. Every contribution, big or small, makes a real difference, and together 

we can reach our parish goal. 

You can find pledge cards in the pews or at the back of the church. You can also give online 

through our diocesan website. Please take a moment to complete your pledge and return it, 

so we can be the hands and heart of Christ for those who need us most. 

This Sunday, St. Patrick Church will host our much-loved Beef and Noodles Dinner at the Com-

munity Building in Bayard. It’s one of the highlights of the year for St. Patrick Parish. This 

event is more than just a meal; it’s a time to celebrate community, enjoy fellowship, and share 

the warm spirit that makes St. Patrick’s special. Come enjoy a delicious, home-cooked meal 

with friends and neighbors.  

Please don’t forget each Thursday in March we have a Holy Hour with the Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament and opportunity for Confessions from 6 pm to 7 pm. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Ray 
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SAVE  
the dates 

Annunciation Men’s Club Breakfast  

 Serving Pancakes, Eggs and Sausage  

Sunday, March 22nd 

 Annunciation Parish Center  

8:00 am – 12:00 pm  

Adults $8.00  

Children 10 & under $4.00  

Carry outs are available  

All carry-out meals are $8.00 

St. Cecilia’s Parish 

Hi, my name is Isaac Armbrecht! 
I go to St. Patrick's Catholic School in Perry. 
Every day we learn about Jesus, help each oth-
er, and grow in our faith. 
We're raising money for new gym equipment, 
desks, and chairs. I'd love your help! Here are 
two easy ways: 
- St. Patrick's Raffle  

• Tickets are $50 each. 

• Win great cash prizes. 

• All money buys new gym equipment, desks, 
and chairs for my school. 

• Winners drawn at our Gala event (need not 
be present to win).  
- St. Patrick's Gala and Auction – April 11, 
2026 

• Fun night with dinner, friends, bidding on 
great items, entertainment, and faith celebra-
tion. 

• Tickets are $40 per person. 
Thank you for helping St. Patrick's School. 

Your support means a lot to me!  I will be at the 

back of the church after mass. 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., March 14 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                              

Sun., March 15 at 8:00 AM – Mike, Mag, Al and Bob                         

Sun., March 15 at 9:30 AM – TJ Redfern                                            

Tues., March 17 at 5:30 PM – Delphine Demers                          

Wed., March 18 at 8:00 AM – Roger & Deb Meyer                  

Thurs., March 19 at 8:00 AM – Don & Joan Staver Family               

Fri., March 20 at 8:00 AM – Marvin Finnegan  

Sat., March 21 at 4:30 PM – George & Miranda, Meritza, Ralphel 

Sun., March 22 at 8:00 AM – Mass for the People                     

Sun., March 22 at 9:30 AM – Len & Leona Troshynski                  

Tues., March 24 at 5:30 PM – Crosier Family                               

Wed., March 25 at 8:00 AM – Ed & Mary Dorsett                        

Thurs., March 26 at 8:00 AM – Scott Bauler                                     

Fri., March 27 at 8:00 AM – Michele DePhillips  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $904.36                                 
ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $23,161  

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

                Sunday weekly offering— $2,519                              
ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $14,880              

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 
Sunday weekly offering— $729                                              

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $9,572  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

March 21 & 22, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

St. Mary Fish Fry 

St. Mary’s fish fry will be 

March 27th at 5-7:30PM    

in the church hall. 

St. Mary | Thursday Holy Hours in March  

March 26th  

6:00–7:00 pm 

First Communion  

April 19th- St. Cecilia at 8:00 AM                               

April 19th- St. Mary at 9:30 AM                           

NEW on the Spirit Catholic Radio Network –

 iDeall Relationships 

iDeall Relationships, hosted by Deacon Tom Deall 

and Jeb Eischeid, explores dating, marriage, and all 

kinds of relationships from a faithful Catholic    

perspective. Tune in for practical advice, real-life 

stories, and guidance for 

building Christ-centered 

relationships. The first  

episode airs Monday, 

April 6, 2026 at 8:00 

PM on 102.7 FM and will 

be available as a podcast 

afterward. Learn more at 

spiritcatholicradio.com/relationships.  

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com


 2 

 

FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parish Family, 

I hope you are experiencing the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This Sunday, we hear one of the most powerful stories in Scripture: the Raising of Lazarus 

from the Gospel of John (11:1-45). In this passage, we see both the humanity and divinity of 

Jesus. He weeps with Mary and Martha, sharing in their sorrow. Then, He tells them to roll 

away the stone and calls out, “Lazarus, come out!” In that moment, death is overcome. This 

miracle points us to the victory over the grave that we will soon celebrate. It reminds us that 

Christ is the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in Him, even if they die, will live. 

Looking Ahead: The Holiest Week of the Year 

As we reflect on the gift of life restored to Lazarus, we prepare to enter the most sacred time 

of our Church year. Next weekend, Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday. Together, we will 

remember the Last Supper on Holy Thursday and the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday. We will 

celebrate the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, leading up to the joy of Easter Sunday. 

Holy Week is more than just a set of services. It is an invitation to walk with Jesus through His 

passion, death, and resurrection. By taking part, we enter the heart of our faith. Here, we see 

how much God loves us, the cost of our redemption, and the hope we find in the empty 

tomb. 

I encourage each of you to make every effort to take part in these sacred liturgies. Holy Week 

services are open to all: consult the Mass and Good Friday Service calendar in this bulletin or 

on our website, and plan now to join our parish family each day. 

A Final Note for Thursday: 

This Thursday, please join us for our weekly Holy Hour and Confessions. This will be the last 

opportunity before the Triduum. Confessions will be available from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM.   

Everyone is welcome, and it is a wonderful way to prepare for Holy Week. 

May the story of Lazarus remind us that Christ calls us from darkness into light. 

With a heart full of hope for the journey ahead, 

 

Sincerely, 

Fr. Ray 
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mass times 
HOLY WEEK SAVE  

the dates 

Annunciation Men’s Club Breakfast                            
Serving Pancakes, Eggs and Sausage                         

Sunday, March 22nd                                                         
Annunciation Parish Center                                           

8:00 am – 12:00 pm                                                      
Adults $8.00 /Children 10 & under $4.00                    

Carry outs are available                                                        
All carry-out meals are $8.00 

St. Cecilia’s Parish 

Hi, my name is Isaac Armbrecht! 

I go to St. Patrick's Catholic School in Perry. Every 
day we learn about Jesus, help each other, and 
grow in our faith. 

We're raising money for new gym equipment, 
desks, and chairs. I'd love your help! Here are two 
easy ways: 

- St. Patrick's Raffle  

• Tickets are $50 each. 

• Win great cash prizes. 

• All money buys new gym equipment, desks, 
and chairs for my school. 

• Winners drawn at our Gala event (need not be 
present to win).  

- St. Patrick's Gala and Auction – April 11, 2026 

• Fun night with dinner, friends, bidding on great 
items, entertainment, and faith celebration. 

• Tickets are $40 per person. 

Thank you for helping St. Patrick's School.                   

Your support means a lot to me!  I will be at the 

back of the church after mass. 

Holy Thursday: 

     St Cecilia - 7:00PM 

Good Friday: 

    St Cecilia  - 3:00PM 

     St Mary - 7:00PM 

Easter Vigil: 

     St Patrick - 8:00PM 

Easter Sunday: 

   St Cecilia  - 8:00AM 

     St Mary - 9:30AM 

Please mark your calendar for July 20th.                 

St Mary’s will be providing a meal for ragbrai 

riders. It will require all hands 

on deck! More info to 

come.  Thanks in advance! 

Bayard Holy Week services will be held at 6:00pm 
followed by food and fellowship: 

Monday, March 30 at Bayard Church of Christ 

Tuesday, March 31 at Bayard Catholic Church 

Wednesday, April 1 at                                             
Bayard United Methodist Church 

We will have a free will donation for our Bayard 

Association of Churches that helps others in our 

community in emergencies. 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., March 21 at 4:30 PM – George & Miranda, Meritza, Ralphel 

Sun., March 22 at 8:00 AM – Mass for the People                     

Sun., March 22 at 9:30 AM – Len & Leona Troshynski                  

Tues., March 24 at 5:30 PM – Crosier Family                               

Wed., March 25 at 8:00 AM – Ed & Mary Dorsett                        

Thurs., March 26 at 8:00 AM – Scott Bauler                                     

Fri., March 27 at 8:00 AM – Michele DePhillips  

Sat., March 28 at 4:30 PM – Rita Koster                                       

Sun., March 29 at 8:00 AM – Woodvine Family                              

Sun., March 29 at 9:30 AM – Norman Ahrens                            

Tues., March 31 at 5:30 PM – Jim Eischeid                                  

Wed., April 1 at 8:00 AM – Don & Joan Staver Family                    

Thurs., April 2 at 8:00 AM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                  

Fri., April 3 at 8:00 AM – Jean Knobbe  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $2,672                                 
ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $23,161  

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

                Sunday weekly offering— $7,148                              
ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $14,880              

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 
Sunday weekly offering— $688                                              

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $9,572  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

March 28 & 29, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

First Communion  

April 19th- St. Cecilia at 8:00 AM                               

April 19th- St. Mary at 9:30 AM                            

NEW on the Spirit Catholic Radio Network –

 iDeall Relationships 

iDeall Relationships, hosted by Deacon Tom Deall 

and Jeb Eischeid, explores dating, marriage, and all 

kinds of relationships from a faithful Catholic    

perspective. Tune in for practical advice, real-life 

stories, and guidance for 

building Christ-centered 

relationships. The first  

episode airs Monday, 

April 6, 2026 at 8:00 

PM on 102.7 FM and will 

be available as a podcast 

afterward. Learn more at 

spiritcatholicradio.com/relationships.  

St Cecilia recorded mass 

Sunday Masses are recorded at St. Cecilia and 

aired every Tuesday evening at 7:00 PM 

     Those who use Fiber will find it on channel 900, 

while those in nursing homes using the old  cable 

system will find it on channel 12. 

St. Patrick's Church  

St. Patrick's Church will recognize graduating       

Seniors on May 9th, before 4:30 Mass  

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Today we start Holy Week with joy, holding palms and saying, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in 

the name of the Lord!” But we also know how quickly that joy can change. 

The same people who shouted “Hosanna” will soon shout “Crucify Him.” Palm Sunday teaches us 

something important for our lives today. It is easy to follow Jesus when things are going well, but it 

matters even more to stay with Him when it is hard. Many people want to be good, holy, and close 

to God, but sometimes say, “I just don’t feel it.” Holy Week reminds us that faith is not about feel-

ings, but about being faithful. As we begin this special week, the invitation is simple: Stay with Him. 

Stay with Him in prayer, during the Holy Week liturgies, and in quiet moments before the Cross. If we 

walk with Him through the Cross, we will know Him more deeply in the Resurrection. As we think 

about this, we also see another important part of our journey this week: being united with other 

Christians. 

We are fortunate in our local communities to share this journey of faith not only in our Catholic par-

ishes, but also with other Christians. These ecumenical gatherings show our unity in Christ and give 

us a chance to offer hospitality and support to each other.  

Please consider coming to the gatherings we are sponsoring:  

• Monday, March 30 – Panora (St. Cecilia) Simple Supper at 6:30 pm Stations of the Cross at 7:00 pm 

• Tuesday, March 31 – Guthrie Center (St. Mary) Stations of the Cross at 7:00 am Followed by a 

light breakfast 

• Tuesday, March 31 – Bayard (St. Patrick) Mass at 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross at 6:00 pm          
Followed by a simple supper 

Please check the bulletin for the full Holy Week schedule, including all locations and times. 

 

With gratitude and prayers for each of you, 

Fr. Ray Higgins 
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mass times 
HOLY WEEK SAVE  

the dates 
Holy Thursday: 

     St Cecilia - 7:00PM 

Good Friday: 

    St Cecilia  - 3:00PM 

     St Mary - 7:00PM 

Easter Vigil: 

     St Patrick - 8:00PM 

Easter Sunday: 

   St Cecilia  - 8:00AM 

     St Mary - 9:30AM 

Please mark your calendar for July 20th.                 

St Mary’s will be providing a meal for ragbrai 

riders. It will require all hands 

on deck! More info to 

come.  Thanks in advance! 

Bayard Holy Week services                                             
held at 6PMm followed by food and fellowship: 

Monday, March 30 at Bayard Church of Christ 

Tuesday, March 31 at Bayard Catholic Church 

Wednesday, April 1 at                                             
Bayard United Methodist Church 

We will have a free will donation for our Bayard 

Association of Churches that helps others in our 

community in emergencies. 

Guthrie Center Holy Week services                            

held at 7AM followed by food and fellowship: 

Monday, March 30– Lutheran  

Tuesday, March 31– St. Mary  

Wednesday, April 1– 7th Day Adventist (AM)                   

First Christian Church in Gospel Café (6PM)* 

Thursday, April 2– Methodist 

Friday, April 3– First Christian Church in Gospel Café   

*note time difference 

Panora Holy Week Services                                     

light supper at 6:30 and service at 7PM 

Monday, March 30– St. Cecilia                                  

 Tuesday, March 31– First Christian Church                          

Wednesday, April 1– United Methodist Church                   

Thursday, April 2– Hope Lutheran/Brethren at 

Brethren                                                                            

Friday, April 3– Faith Bible Church                                          

*Service ONLY at 7PM  
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., March 28 at 4:30 PM – Rita Koster                                       

Sun., March 29 at 8:00 AM – Woodvine Family                              

Sun., March 29 at 9:30 AM – Norman Ahrens                               

Mon. March 30 at 7:00 PM— Timothy Crees                                     
Tues., March 31 at 7:00 AM— Duane Clark                                                          

Tues., March 31 at 5:30 PM – Jim Eischeid                                  

Wed., April 1 at 8:00 AM – Don & Joan Staver Family                    

Thurs., April 2 at 7:00 PM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                                

Fri., April 3 at 3:00 PM – Dick & Diane Zapf                                                                        

Fri., April 3 at 7:00 PM – Jean Knobbe  

Sat., April 4 at 8:00 PM – Leo Fiedler                                           

Sun., April 5 at 8:00 AM – Bill Langel Family                                    

Sun., April 5 at 9:30 AM – Don Reinhart                                   
Tues., April 7 at 5:30 PM – Special Intentions                           

Wed., April 8 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family                           

Thurs., April 9 at 8:00 AM – Living & deceased members of Leon                          

                                                                 & Donna Kennebeck families-

Fri., April 10 at 8:00 AM – Lucille Sewell 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,751                                 
ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $23,161  

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

                Sunday weekly offering— $1,778.25                              
ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $14,880              

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 
Sunday weekly offering— $591                                              

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $9,572  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

April 4 & 5, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

First Communion  

April 19th- St. Cecilia at 8:00 AM                               

April 19th- St. Mary at 9:30 AM                            

St Cecilia recorded mass 

Sunday Masses are recorded at St. Cecilia and 

aired every Tuesday evening at 7:00 PM 

     Those who use Fiber will find it on channel 900, 

while those in nursing homes using the old  cable 

system will find it on channel 12. 

St. Patrick's Church  

St. Patrick's Church will recognize graduating       

Seniors on May 9th, before 4:30 Mass  

Congratulations!!! 

Shane Wingert and Zach Schreck into our 
church this Easter!  

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parishioners, 

Christ is Risen! He is truly Risen! Alleluia! 

It is a joy to celebrate Easter together, the day that changes everything. The empty tomb is 

more than a memory; it is the truth we live by. Because Jesus Christ is risen, what looks      

finished in our lives is not finished with God. His victory over sin and death gives each of us 

the chance for new life, right here and now. 

At the Easter Vigil, we saw new life in a special way as Zach Schreck and Shane Wingert          

received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please join me in congratulating them and praying 

that the Holy Spirit will keep guiding and strengthening them in their faith. 

I also want to thank everyone who made our Easter celebrations so beautiful and prayerful. 

Thank you to those who shared their musical gifts, decorated our churches with care, and 

served faithfully in the ministries of the Altar and Hospitality. Your generosity brings the joy of 

the Resurrection to life in our parish communities. 

As we begin this Easter season, let us carry today’s joy with us. The risen Christ is still working 

in our homes, our relationships, and our hearts. Stay close to Him through the Eucharist, in 

prayer, and in the life of the Church. 

Let us live as Easter people. 

Christ is risen, and that changes everything. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Higgins 
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St. Mary’s Parish– CYC tuition grant 

St. Mary’s parish offers tuition assistance for families of 

children going to Catholic Youth Camp. 

Complete the form that will be in the back of St. Mary’s 

church or online to receive tuition assistance from St. 

Mary’s for your child to attend Catholic Youth Camp at                                                       

St. Thomas More this summer. 

Please turn in the form into the offering 

plate at church by Thursday, April 30th. 

MARRIED COUPLES:   A Worldwide Marriage    

Encounter Weekend is like Springtime.  It’s a 

weekend of fresh air, the rebirth of romance 

and new beginnings.  If you’d like to make 

your marriage even more special than it          

already is sign up now at wwme.org or call 

Greg & Denise at 563-920-9419 or 

sign up at wwme.org. Upcoming 

dates: April 10-12 in Marshalltown 

and October 9-11 in Epworth.   

mass times 
HOLY WEEK SAVE  

the dates 

St. Cecilia - Thursday, April 9 at 6:30PM                       

St. Patrick - Tuesday, April 14 at 6:30PM                

St. Mary - Wednesday, April 15 at 6:00PM                         

Easter Vigil: 

     St Patrick - 8:00PM 

Easter Sunday: 

   St Cecilia  - 8:00AM 

     St Mary - 9:30AM 

Brunch at the                                   

Bayard United Methodist Church 

April 12th from 11:00am- 1:00pm 

Free will donation goes to the Bayard Summer 

Meals Program 

Egg casserole, biscuits & gravy, sau-

sage, cinnamon rolls, coffee cake, 

juice, & coffee 

NEW on the Spirit Catholic Radio Network – iDeall 

Relationships 

iDeall Relationships, hosted by Deacon Tom Deall 

and Jeb Eischeid, explores dating, marriage, and all 

kinds of relationships from a faithful Catholic    per-

spective. Tune in for practical advice, real-life sto-

ries, and guidance for building Christ-centered    

relationships. The first       

episode airs Monday, April 6, 

2026 at 8:00 PM on 102.7 FM 

and will be available as a 

podcast afterward. Learn 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., April 4 at 8:00 PM – Mass for the People and Leo Fiedler                                           

Sun., April 5 at 8:00 AM – Bill Langel Family                                    

Sun., April 5 at 9:30 AM – Don Reinhart                                   
Tues., April 7 at 5:30 PM – Special Intentions                           

Wed., April 8 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family                           

Thurs., April 9 at 8:00 AM – Living & deceased members of Leon                          

                                                                 & Donna Kennebeck families-

Fri., April 10 at 8:00 AM – Lucille Sewell 

Sat., April 11 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                         

Sun., April 12 at 8:00 AM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                         

Sun., April 12 at 9:30 AM – All souls in purgatory                      

Tues., April 14 at 5:30 PM – Jim Eischeid                                    

Wed., April 15 at 8:00 AM – Brennen Cox                                    

Thurs., April 16 at 8:00 AM – Scott Bauler                                       

Fri., April 17 at 8:00 AM – Eva Fiedler  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $7,487                                            
                                                                                     ACH- $975                                                                                          

 ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $14,301  
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $5,972                                                             
                                                                       ACH- $1,824                                                                                         

 ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $10,535              
 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,427                                               
ACH- $1,250                                               

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $4,846  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

April 11 & 12, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

St. Mary’s Parish– CYC tuition grant 

St. Mary’s parish offers tuition assistance for families of 

children going to Catholic Youth Camp. 

Complete the form that will be in the back of St. Mary’s 

church or online to receive tuition assistance from St. 

Mary’s for your child to attend Catholic Youth Camp at                                                       

St. Thomas More this summer. 

Please turn in the form into the offering 

plate at church by Thursday, April 30th. 

 PARISH  
announcements 

First Communion  

April 19th- St. Cecilia at 8:00 AM                               

April 19th- St. Mary at 9:30 AM                            

St Cecilia recorded mass 

Sunday Masses are recorded at St. Cecilia and 

aired every Tuesday evening at 7:00 PM 

     Those who use Fiber will find it on channel 900, 

while those in nursing homes using the old  cable 

system will find it on channel 12. 

St. Patrick's Church  

St. Patrick's Church will recognize graduating       

Seniors on May 9th, before 4:30 Mass  

St. Cecilia's Church  

St. Cecilia's Church will recognize graduating     

seniors on April 19th, before 8:00 Mass, with a  

reception after Mass with the First Communicants  

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

This weekend, the Church celebrates the Second Sunday of Easter, which is known around the world 

as Divine Mercy Sunday. While we are still in the joyful Easter season, this Sunday has its own special 

purpose and grace. It is not just a continuation of Easter. Instead, it is a day when the Church stops 

to reflect on how the Resurrection touches our hearts. 

Easter proclaims that Christ is risen. 

Divine Mercy Sunday proclaims what the Risen Christ does for us. 

On Easter morning, we behold the empty tomb. 

On Divine Mercy Sunday, we see the Risen Jesus enter the locked rooms of our fear, shame, doubts, 

and wounds. His first words to the apostles, the same men who had abandoned Him, are not words 

of correction but words of peace. He breathes the Holy Spirit on them and gives the Church the gift 

of forgiveness. This is when mercy becomes the Church’s mission. 

This Sunday stands apart from all others. It shows us the first gift of the Resurrection: God’s mercy 

given to a world that cannot save itself. It is not the same as Easter Day. This Sunday focuses not only 

on Christ’s victory, but also on the healing that victory brings, including the healing of relationships, 

hearts, and our deepest wounds. This day is important because each of us needs what Jesus offers: a 

new beginning, a renewed sense of who we are, and the courage to show mercy to others. With this 

in mind, I invite you to find simple ways to share Christ’s mercy this week. You might forgive some-

one who has hurt you, show kindness to someone who feels alone, pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet 

for those in need, or help a friend or neighbor. Even small acts of love and compassion can become 

powerful ways for God’s mercy to reach others. 

As we continue to rejoice in the Easter season, I want to offer a heartfelt thank you. Thank you to all 

who helped make our Holy Week and Easter celebrations so beautiful. Thank you to everyone who 

decorated our churches with care and reverence. Thank you to our music ministry, song leaders, 

choir members, and musicians who lifted our hearts in praise. Thank you to all who ministered at the 

Altar, including our servers, lectors, sacristans, Eucharistic ministers, ushers, greeters, and deacons, 

for your dedication and love for the liturgy. Your service allowed our parish to worship with joy, 

beauty, and deep gratitude. I also wish to thank all parishioners who supported our celebrations 

through their prayers, presence, and quiet acts of kindness. Each contribution, whether visible or un-

seen, played a meaningful role in making our community's worship truly joyful and welcoming. 

May the Risen Lord, overflowing with Divine Mercy, guide, protect, and bless you and your loved 

ones with peace and joy throughout this week. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 

Fr. Ray Higgins 
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SAVE  
the dates 

St. Patrick - Tuesday, April 14 at 6:30PM                

St. Mary - Wednesday, April 15 at 6:00PM                        

Brunch at the                                   

Bayard United Methodist Church 

April 12th from 11:00am- 1:00pm 

Free will donation goes to the Bayard Summer 

Meals Program 

Egg casserole, biscuits & gravy, sau-

sage, cinnamon rolls, coffee cake, 

juice, & coffee 

Be a friend to someone at the end of life—
Hospice Volunteers Needed:   

As a volunteer with Care Initiatives Hospice, you'll 
bring presence and companionship to patients and 

families in your area. 
You'll work side-by-side with professional staff to 
address patient needs in meaningful ways such as 

reading, playing music, 
playing games, or simply listening. We provide the 
training you need to begin and ongoing support as 

you serve. 
We have a need for visitors simply to sit with pa-

tients and spend time with them to help make 
their day a better day! 

• 18 years old +. Background check required. 

• Volunteer 1-3 times a month for 30 minutes. 

• Serve where you live. We currently have pa-
tients wanting volunteer visits in Panora. 

• A two hour training is required to get started. 
We can set up a time that is convenient for those 

who are interested. 

Questions? Contact our Volunteer Coordinator, 
Doug Tiffany, at dtiffany@careinitiatives.org or call 

(515) 223-3813. 

Learn more at: https://www.careinitiatives.org/

hospice-care/volunteer 

mailto:dtiffany@careinitiatives.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.careinitiatives.org%2Fhospice-care%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd766e0f28454a2f698a08de94e2312d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639111896427224985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.careinitiatives.org%2Fhospice-care%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd766e0f28454a2f698a08de94e2312d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639111896427224985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., April 11 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                         

Sun., April 12 at 8:00 AM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                         

Sun., April 12 at 9:30 AM – Blake & Katie Faucher Family                      

Tues., April 14 at 5:30 PM – Jim Eischeid                                    

Wed., April 15 at 8:00 AM – Brennen Cox                                    

Thurs., April 16 at 8:00 AM – Scott Bauler                                       

Fri., April 17 at 8:00 AM – Eva Fiedler  

Sat., April 18 at 4:30 PM – Special Intentions                               

Sun., April 19 at 8:00 AM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., April 19 at 9:30 AM – Maria Ahrens                                  

Tues., April 21 at 5:30 PM – Crosier Family                                   

Wed., April 22 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family                

Thurs., April 23 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family           

Fri., April 24 at 8:00 AM – Eva Fiedler  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $6,341                                            
                                                                                     Holy Land- $437                                                                                     

      ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $14,301  
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $3,847                                                             
                                                                       Holy Land- $94                                                                                        

 ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $10,535              
 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,366                                               
ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $4,846  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

April 18 & 19, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

First Communion  

April 19th- St. Cecilia at 8:00 AM                               

April 19th- St. Mary at 9:30 AM                            

St Cecilia recorded mass 

Sunday Masses are recorded at St. Cecilia and 

aired every Tuesday evening at 7:00 PM 

     Those who use Fiber will find it on channel 900, 

while those in nursing homes using the old  cable 

system will find it on channel 12. 

St. Patrick's Church  

St. Patrick's Church will recognize graduating       

Seniors on May 9th, before 4:30 Mass  

St. Cecilia's Church  

St. Cecilia's Church will recognize graduating     

seniors on April 19th, before 8:00 Mass, with a  

reception after Mass with the First Communicants   

Seniors are Aden Rochholz, Sarah Gibson, and 

Morgan Creese.   

St. Mary’s Seniors 

Please fill out a scholarship application in the          

back of church and return it to                                   

Amy Rutledge’s church mailbox. 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parish Family, 
 
On this Third Sunday of Easter, we hear about two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They are 
walking away from Jerusalem, from hope, and from the faith that once burned in their hearts. 
Discouraged, confused, and spiritually tired, they remind us of many Catholics today. 
 
What does Jesus do? 
He doesn’t scold or shame them. He simply walks with them, listens to their disappointments, 
opens the Scriptures, and, in the breaking of the bread, opens their eyes. 
This Gospel shows us that faith does not always mean feeling excited or inspired. It means 
letting Jesus walk with us, even when we feel bored, distracted, or unsure. If your faith feels 
flat, you are not failing. You are simply human, and Jesus meets you right there. 
Here are three simple ways to stay motivated and faithful this week: 

• Be honest with Jesus. Tell Him your struggles. He can handle it. 

• Let Scripture speak anew. Even one Gospel story a day can reawaken the heart. 
• Come to Mass expecting to meet Jesus. The disciples recognized Him when He broke the 

bread, and we can recognize Him, too. 
 
Our parishes are looking forward to the Confirmation Mass at St. Patrick Catholic Church 
in Bayard on Saturday, April 25, 2026, at 4:30 pm. Please pray for our confirmandi as they 
get ready to receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit. May their “yes” inspire each of us to renew 
our own. 
May the Risen Lord walk with you, speak to you, and open your eyes this Easter season. 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Ray 
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CONGRATULATIONS!  
First Communicants 

St. Cecilia 

St. Mary  

Adam Weisz  Brody Wendl  

Bailey Tinken Blaine Terwilleger 

Brylon Redfern Corden Seeck 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., April 18 at 4:30 PM – Special Intentions                               

Sun., April 19 at 8:00 AM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., April 19 at 9:30 AM – Maria Ahrens                                  

Tues., April 21 at 5:30 PM – Crosier Family                                   

Wed., April 22 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family                

Thurs., April 23 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family           

Fri., April 24 at 8:00 AM – Eva Fiedler  

Sat., April 25 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., April 26 at 8:00 AM – Kenny Ludwig                                       

Sun., April 26 at 9:30 AM – Kathryn Murtaugh                         

Tues., April 28 at 5:30 PM – Seidl Family                                      

Wed., April 29 at 8:00 AM – Len Snyder Family                         

Thurs., April 30 at 8:00 AM – Shelly Bauler                                      

Fri., May 1 at 8:00 AM – Viola Rohe  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,964                                          
ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $14,301  

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $872                                                             
         ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $10,535              

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 
Sunday weekly offering— $1,302                                               

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $4,846  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

April 25 & 26, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

St. Patrick– Seniors  

St. Patrick's Church will recognize graduating       

Seniors on May 9th, before 4:30 Mass  

St. Mary- Seniors 

Please fill out a scholarship application in the          

back of church and return it to                                   

Amy Rutledge’s church mailbox. 

Congratulations!!!!                        

Congratulations to our Confirmands:     

Braydon Betts, Tyler Wahl, Brayden Pres-

cott, Caleb Prescott, Cruz Stanley 

St Patrick– May Rosary 

The Rosary will be recited beginning at 4:05 before 

all weekend Masses in May at St. Patrick Church  

St. Patrick– May Crowning 

May 6th St. Patrick’s elementary CCD will have  

May crowning at 4:30PM. 

St Mary Celebration 

On Sunday, May 3, St Mary’s will host a parish 

gathering after Mass in the parish hall to celebrate 

our graduates, as well as those who received First 

Communion and Confirmation. 

Graduates will be recognized during Mass that day. 

Doughnuts, coffee and juice will be served. 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Fourth Sunday of Easter — Good Shepherd Sunday 

Dear Parish Family, 

On Good Shepherd Sunday, Jesus shows He is both our Shepherd and the Gate leading to abundant life. His 

voice brings peace, clarity, and courage. Like the early Christians in Acts, we are called to let His voice guide 

us as disciples. 

This weekend, we joyfully welcome Bishop William Joensen, who will confirm our young people in the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation. On behalf of our three parishes, we congratulate our Confirmandi and surround them 

with our prayers and encouragement. 

To deepen our understanding of this moment, let's revisit the meaning of Confirmation: 

Confirmation is the sacrament in which the Holy Spirit—first given in Baptism—is strengthened, sealed, and 

stirred into flame. Through the bishop’s anointing with Sacred Chrism, the Confirmandi receive the seven 

gifts of the Holy Spirit: 

Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord. 

These gifts are real, powerful, and life‑changing. 

Given these profound gifts, a natural question arises: 

“Is That It? Do They Have to Do Anything Else?” 

Confirmation is not the end of anything. 

It is the beginning of everything. 

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are not meant to sit on a shelf like trophies. They are more like spiritual muscles—

fully given, but strengthened only when used. 

What must the Confirmandi do with these gifts? 

1. Listen for the Shepherd’s Voice 

The gifts help them hear Jesus, but they must listen through prayer, Scripture, silence, the sacraments, and 

the life of the church. 

2. Use the Gifts in Daily Life 

The gifts are practical: 

• Wisdom for choosing good paths 

• Fortitude for doing what is right 

• Counsel for making decisions 

• Knowledge for seeing the world through God’s eyes 

• Piety for growing in prayer                                                                                                         continued... 
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St. Mary’s Parish– CYC tuition grant 

St. Mary’s parish offers tuition assistance for     

families of children going to Catholic Youth Camp. 

Complete the form that will be in the back of St. 

Mary’s church or online to receive tuition            

assistance from St. Mary’s for your child to attend 

Catholic Youth Camp at St. Thomas More             

this summer. 

Please turn in the form into the                  

offering plate at church by                       

Thursday, April 30th. 

Married Couples. Would you like to relive the                        

excitement, romance and passion from your                        

honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a Worldwide              

Marriage Encounter Weekend. For more information 

call 563-920-9419 or you can sign up at 

wwme.org.  Upcoming dates are October 9-11, 

2026 in Epworth, Iowa and February 12-14, 

2027 in Dubuque, Iowa.  

UPCOMING 
events 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

Reminder St Patrick Second Collection 

A second collection will be taken at Mass next 

week (May 2) and quarterly for the Coon Rapids-

Bayard Food Pantry. Your donation could be cash 

or check. Checks should be made out to                   

Coon Rapids-Bayard Food Pantry. 

Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

Reminder St Mary’s Parish Second Collection 

A second collection will be taken next week (May 

3) and quarterly at St. Mary’s for New Opportuni-

ties and Association of Churches food pantry.  

Ragbrai– St. Mary 

St Mary’s will be holding a Ragbrai Mass on Mon-

day evening July 20, at 5:00 pm.  

Continued… 
 
Fear of the Lord for living with awe and humility 
These gifts strengthen with use. 

3. Live the Mission of the Church 

Confirmation is a commissioning. 

It is their personal Pentecost. 

The Holy Spirit equips them to be witnesses— 

in their families, friendships, schools, workplaces, 

and future vocations. 

A Word to Our Confirmandi 

We are proud of you and believe in you. 

We believe in you. 

And we pray that the Holy Spirit will ignite in you a 

faith that is courageous, joyful, and alive. 

May you always know and follow the Shepherd’s 

voice, walk through the Gate that leads to life, and 

be guided every day by the Holy Spirit. 

May you always walk through the Gate that leads 

to life. 

And may the Holy Spirit guide your steps every day. 

With gratitude for each of you, 

Fr. Ray 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., April 25 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., April 26 at 8:00 AM – Kenny Ludwig                                       

Sun., April 26 at 9:30 AM – Kathryn Murtaugh                         

Tues., April 28 at 5:30 PM – Seidl Family                                      

Wed., April 29 at 8:00 AM – Len Snyder Family                         

Thurs., April 30 at 8:00 AM – Shelly Bauler                                      

Fri., May 1 at 8:00 AM – Viola Rohe  

Sat., May 2 at 4:30 PM – Special Intentions                                 

Sun., May 3 at 8:00 AM – Francis & Lyla Kastner                                  

Sun., May 3 at 9:30 AM – Karen Fitzpatrick                                      

Tues., May 5 at 5:30 PM – Kenny Ludwig                                             

Wed., May 6 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family                           

Thurs., May 7 at 8:00 AM – Marietta Alesch & her family           

Fri., May 8 at 8:00 AM – Bernadette Clark  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $2,296                                          
ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $14,301  

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $1,631.17                                                             
         ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $10,535              

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 
Sunday weekly offering— $1,552                                               

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $4,846  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

May 2 & 3, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

St. Patrick– Seniors  

St. Patrick's Church will recognize graduating       

Seniors on May 9th, before 4:30 Mass  

St. Mary- Seniors 

Please fill out a scholarship application in the          

back of church and return it to                                   

Amy Rutledge’s church mailbox. 

St Patrick– May Rosary 

The Rosary will be recited beginning at 4:05 before 

all weekend Masses in May at St. Patrick Church  

St. Patrick– May Crowning 

May 6th St. Patrick’s elementary CCD will have  

May crowning at 4:30PM. 

St Mary Celebration 

On Sunday, May 3, St Mary’s will host a parish 

gathering after Mass in the parish hall to celebrate 

our graduates, as well as those who received First 

Communion and Confirmation. 

Graduates will be recognized during Mass that day. 

Doughnuts, coffee and juice will be served. 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus speaks words our hearts need more than ever: “Do not let your hearts 

be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me.” John 14 is Jesus’ tender reassurance on 

the night before His Passion. He knows the disciples feel uncertain, afraid, and overwhelmed. Yet He 

does not give them a map—He gives them Himself. 

Jesus tells us that He is the Way when we feel lost, the Truth when we feel confused, and the Life 

when we feel weary. He reminds us that the Father’s house has room for every one of us, and that 

He goes ahead to prepare a place. Our faith is not built on our strength but on His promise. 

And then Jesus adds something astonishing: “Whoever believes in me will do the works that I do and 

will do greater ones than these.” 

Not because we are great, but because His Spirit works through us. Every act of mercy, every        

sacrifice for the poor, every moment we choose love over fear becomes part of Christ’s ongoing   

mission in the world. 

This weekend, we welcome Fr. Fortunatus Rwehikiza, visiting from the Diocese of Rulenge-Ngara in 

Tanzania. His visit reminds us that the Church is truly universal—one family in Christ, carrying one 

mission across many lands. 

The needs of his diocese are great, and our generosity can help bring hope to communities far            

beyond our own. 

If you would like to support Fr. Fortunatus and the Diocese of Rulenge-Ngara, please consider               
sending a donation or a note of encouragement to the address or contact information below:               
Fr. Fortunatus Rwehikiza PO Box 150 Spring Valley, IL 61362 frfortunatusr@gmail.com 309-507-8507 
Thank you for welcoming him with the warmth and hospitality that define our parish. 

 
May Christ, our Way, Truth, and Life, steady your heart this week and fill you with courage. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Ray Higgins 

 

mailto:frfortunatusr@gmail.com
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Married Couples. Would you like to relive the                        

excitement, romance and passion from your                        

honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a Worldwide              

Marriage Encounter Weekend. For more information 

call 563-920-9419 or you can sign up at 

wwme.org.  Upcoming dates are October 9-11, 

2026 in Epworth, Iowa and February 12-14, 

2027 in Dubuque, Iowa.  

UPCOMING 
events 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

Reminder St Patrick Second Collection 

A second collection will be taken at Mass next 

week (May 2) and quarterly for the Coon Rapids-

Bayard Food Pantry. Your donation could be cash 

or check. Checks should be made out to                   

Coon Rapids-Bayard Food Pantry. 

Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

Reminder St Mary’s Parish Second Collection 

A second collection will be taken next week (May 

3) and quarterly at St. Mary’s for New Opportuni-

ties and Association of Churches food pantry.  

Be a friend to someone at the end of life—
Hospice Volunteers Needed:   

As a volunteer with Care Initiatives Hospice, you'll 
bring presence and companionship to patients and 

families in your area. 
You'll work side-by-side with professional staff to 
address patient needs in meaningful ways such as 

reading, playing music, 
playing games, or simply listening. We provide the 
training you need to begin and ongoing support as 

you serve. 
We have a need for visitors simply to sit with pa-

tients and spend time with them to help make 
their day a better day! 

• 18 years old +. Background check required. 

• Volunteer 1-3 times a month for 30 minutes. 

• Serve where you live. We currently have pa-
tients wanting volunteer visits in Panora. 

• A two hour training is required to get started. 
We can set up a time that is convenient for those 

who are interested. 

Questions? Contact our Volunteer Coordinator, 
Doug Tiffany, at dtiffany@careinitiatives.org or call 

(515) 223-3813. 

Learn more at: https://www.careinitiatives.org/

hospice-care/volunteer 

Ragbrai– St. Mary 

St Mary’s will be holding a Ragbrai Mass on             

Monday evening July 20, at 5:00 pm.  

mailto:dtiffany@careinitiatives.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.careinitiatives.org%2Fhospice-care%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd766e0f28454a2f698a08de94e2312d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639111896427224985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.careinitiatives.org%2Fhospice-care%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd766e0f28454a2f698a08de94e2312d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639111896427224985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., May 2 at 4:30 PM – Special Intentions                                 

Sun., May 3 at 8:00 AM – Francis & Lyla Kastner                                  

Sun., May 3 at 9:30 AM – Karen Fitzpatrick                                      

Tues., May 5 at 5:30 PM – Kenny Ludwig                                             

Wed., May 6 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family                           

Thurs., May 7 at 8:00 AM – Marietta Alesch & her family           

Fri., May 8 at 8:00 AM – Bernadette Clark  

Sat., May 9 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., May 10 at 8:00 AM – Joe, Lucy and Jerry Wolterman         

Sun., May 10 at 9:30 AM – Lee & Jean Knobbe                              

Tues., May 12 at 5:30 PM – Eva Fiedler                                             

Wed., May 13 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family      

Thurs., May 14 at 8:00 AM – Living & deceased members of Leon                          

                                                             & Donna Kennebeck families 

Fri., May 15 at 8:00 AM – Norman Ahrens  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,782                                       
ACH- $850                                                                                           

ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $11,206  
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $1,005                                                                                         
                 ACH- $1,824                                                             

         ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $6,885              
 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $774                                    
ACH- $1,020                                                                                                            

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $3,546  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

May 9 & 10, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

Reminder St Patrick Second Collection 

A second collection will be taken at Mass this week 

(May 9) and quarterly for the Coon Rapids-Bayard 

Food Pantry. Your donation could be cash or check. 

Checks should be made out to                              

Coon Rapids-Bayard Food Pantry. 

Your cancelled check is your receipt. 

Reminder St Mary’s Parish Second Collection 

A second collection will be taken this week (May 

10) and quarterly at St. Mary’s for New Opportuni-

ties and Association of Churches food pantry.  

Ragbrai– St. Mary 

St Mary’s will be holding a Ragbrai Mass on             

Monday evening July 20, at 5:00 pm.  

St Patrick– May Rosary 

The Rosary will be recited beginning at 4:05 before 

all weekend Masses in May at St. Patrick Church  

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parish Family, 

 

This weekend, as we celebrate Mother’s Day, our hearts turn with gratitude to the women whose 

love has shaped our lives. We thank God for mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, foster mothers, 

adoptive mothers, spiritual mothers, and every woman who has nurtured, protected, taught, and en-

couraged us. Their quiet sacrifices, their steady presence, and their daily acts of love reveal some-

thing of God’s own tenderness.   

 

We also hold close in prayer those for whom this day carries a mixture of emotions—those who 

grieve a mother’s passing, those who long for motherhood, those who carry the ache of loss, and 

those whose relationships are complicated or wounded. May the Lord, who never leaves us or-

phaned, surround each of you with comfort and peace. 

 

Last weekend Fr. Egidius Kataruga, was with us to share the mission and needs of the Diocese of 

Rulenge‑Ngara in Tanzania. We are grateful for his presence, his witness, and his ministry among the 

people he serves. The Church is always larger than what we see on a Sunday in our own parish; 

through Fr. Egidius, we glimpse the beautiful, global Body of Christ and the ways our generosity 

strengthens the Gospel far beyond our local community. 

 

If you wish to support the mission appeal, you may do so by making a check payable to the Diocese 

of Des Moines, with a notation in the memo line for “Diocese of Rulenge‑Ngara, Tanzania.” Checks 

may be placed in the collection basket at Mass. 

 

Thank you for your kindness, your prayers, and your generosity. And to all mothers and mother‑fig-

ures in our parish: thank you for the love you pour out so faithfully. May God bless you abundantly 

today and always. 

 

In Christ,   

Fr. Ray 
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Married Couples. Would you like to relive the                        

excitement, romance and passion from your                        

honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a Worldwide              

Marriage Encounter Weekend. For more information 

call 563-920-9419 or you can sign up at 

wwme.org.  Upcoming dates are October 9-11, 

2026 in Epworth, Iowa and February 12-14, 

2027 in Dubuque, Iowa.  

UPCOMING 
events 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

Be a friend to someone at the end of life—Hospice 
Volunteers Needed:   

As a volunteer with Care Initiatives Hospice, you'll bring 
presence and companionship to patients and families in 

your area. 
You'll work side-by-side with professional staff to ad-
dress patient needs in meaningful ways such as read-

ing, playing music, 
playing games, or simply listening. We provide the 

training you need to begin and ongoing support as you 
serve. 

We have a need for visitors simply to sit with patients 
and spend time with them to help make their day a 

better day! 

• 18 years old +. Background check required. 

• Volunteer 1-3 times a month for 30 minutes. 

• Serve where you live. We currently have patients 
wanting volunteer visits in Panora. 

• A two hour training is required to get started. We 
can set up a time that is convenient for those who are 

interested. 

Questions? Contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Doug 
Tiffany, at dtiffany@careinitiatives.org or call (515) 223-

3813. 

Learn more at: https://www.careinitiatives.org/hospice

-care/volunteer 

mailto:dtiffany@careinitiatives.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.careinitiatives.org%2Fhospice-care%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd766e0f28454a2f698a08de94e2312d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639111896427224985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.careinitiatives.org%2Fhospice-care%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd766e0f28454a2f698a08de94e2312d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639111896427224985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., May 9 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., May 10 at 8:00 AM – Joe, Lucy and Jerry Wolterman         

Sun., May 10 at 9:30 AM – Lee & Jean Knobbe                              

Tues., May 12 at 5:30 PM – Eva Fiedler                                             

Wed., May 13 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family      

Thurs., May 14 at 8:00 AM – Living & deceased members of Leon                          

                                                             & Donna Kennebeck families 

Fri., May 15 at 8:00 AM – Norman Ahrens  

Sat., May 16 at 4:30 PM – Leo Fiedler                                                 

Sun., May 17 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family                     

Sun., May 17 at 9:30 AM – Dave Ahrens                                            

Tues., May 19 at 5:30 PM – Crosier Family                                         

Wed., May 20 at 8:00 AM – Shelley Bauler                             

Thurs., May 21 at 8:00 AM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                         

Fri., May 22 at 8:00 AM – Travis Clark  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,838                                       
Mission- $1,009                                                                                           

ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $11,206  
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $930                                                                                        
                 Mission- $332                                                             

         ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $6,885              
 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $636.67                                    
Mission- $572                                                                                                            

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $3,546  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

May 16 & 17, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

Ragbrai– St. Mary 

St Mary’s will be holding a Ragbrai Mass on             

Monday evening July 20, at 5:00 pm.  

St Patrick– May Rosary 

The Rosary will be recited beginning at 4:05 before 

all weekend Masses in May at St. Patrick Church  

St. Mary’s RAGBRAI Supper 
July 20, 2026 

430PM until food is gone (feeding 1000) 
Beef and noodle sign up 

 
Needs: 

• 300lbs beef roast, 45 pans of bars (24 count) 
and volunteers 

• Beef will need to be delivered to the hall                       
refrigerator by Thursday, July 17th 

• Bars will need to be delivered to the hall by 
10AM on July 20th 

 
Cash donations and questions can be directed to: 

Kim Patrick 641-757-1605 
Geri Thompson 641-757-1696 
Robyn Corkins 515-321-0762 

Please take this opportunity to show hospitality 
and serve our RAGBRAI guests.  

Memorial Day Mass at                                              

Resurrection Cemetery                                                  

Monday, May 25 at 9:00 am 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parish Family, 

As we gather in this season of Easter, our hearts are uplifted by the great mystery of the As-

cension of Our Lord, which the Church celebrates forty days after His Resurrection. The Ascen-

sion is not simply the conclusion of Jesus’ earthly ministry; it is the glorious moment when He, 

fully God and fully man, returns to the Father and is enthroned at His right hand. This event is 

a cornerstone of our faith: it assures us that our humanity, united to Christ, has a place in 

heaven. 

What does the Ascension mean for us? First, it reminds us that Jesus is our mediator with the 

Father, constantly interceding for us. Second, the Lord’s Ascension is not an absence but a 

new presence—He is with us always, especially through the Holy Spirit, the Sacraments, and 

the life of the Church. Finally, the Ascension calls us to lift our hearts to heaven, living with 

hope and purpose, knowing that where He has gone, we hope to follow. 

Memorial Day Mass – Resurrection Cemetery 

Monday, May 25 at 9:00 am 

We will gather for Memorial Day Mass at Resurrection Cemetery at 9:00 am (so bring your 

lawn chairs). This Mass is a powerful moment of prayer for our beloved dead, for those who 

served our nation, and for all who rest in the hope of the Resurrection. Celebrating Mass in 

the cemetery places us directly among the faithful departed, reminding us of the promise 

Christ won for us through His Death, Resurrection, and Ascension. 

If it is raining, Mass will be held at St. Mary Catholic Church in Guthrie Center. 

Also, beginning soon, St. Cecilia Catholic Church will once again add a Saturday evening Mass 

at 6:30 pm for the summer months. Confessions will be heard before Mass. This additional lit-

urgy will help serve our parish families, the lake community, visitors, and those whose sched-

ules make Sunday morning difficult. Please help spread the word. 

In Christ our risen and ascended Lord, 

Fr. Ray 
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Married Couples. Would you like to relive the                        

excitement, romance and passion from your                        

honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a Worldwide              

Marriage Encounter Weekend. For more information 

call 563-920-9419 or you can sign up at 

wwme.org.  Upcoming dates are October       

9-11, 2026 in Epworth, Iowa and February   

12-14, 2027 in Dubuque, Iowa.  

UPCOMING 
events 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

St. Patrick’s May Crowning 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., May 16 at 4:30 PM – Leo Fiedler                                                 

Sun., May 17 at 8:00 AM – Eddie Dorsett & Family                     

Sun., May 17 at 9:30 AM – Dave Ahrens                                            

Tues., May 19 at 5:30 PM – Crosier Family                                         

Wed., May 20 at 8:00 AM – Shelley Bauler                             

Thurs., May 21 at 8:00 AM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                         

Fri., May 22 at 8:00 AM – Travis Clark  

Sat., May 23 at 4:30 PM – Leo Fiedler                                                 

Sun., May 24 at 8:00 AM – Living & deceased members of                 

                                                                          Tim & Carla Fitzgerald 

Sun., May 24 at 9:30 AM – TJ Redfern                                               

Tues., May 26 at 5:30 PM – Kyrsten Ahrens                                    

Wed., May 27 at 8:00 AM – Len Snyder Family                              

Thurs., May 28 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family               

Fri., May 29 at 8:00 AM – Deceased family members of                       

                                                                      Kevin & Peggy Dentlinger  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,217                                       
Mission- $375                                                                       

Food Pantry- $615                                                                        
ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $11,206  

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $892                                                                                        
          ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $6,885              

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 
Sunday weekly offering— $1,665                                                                                                                       

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $3,546  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

May 23 & 24, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

Ragbrai– St. Mary 

St Mary’s will be holding a Ragbrai Mass on             

Monday evening July 20, at 5:00 pm.  

St Patrick– May Rosary 

The Rosary will be recited beginning at 4:05 before 

all weekend Masses in May at St. Patrick Church  

St. Mary’s RAGBRAI Supper 
July 20, 2026 

430PM until food is gone (feeding 1000) 
Beef and noodle sign up 

 
Needs: 

• 300lbs beef roast, 45 pans of bars (24 count) 
and volunteers 

• Beef will need to be delivered to the hall                       
refrigerator by Thursday, July 17th 

• Bars will need to be delivered to the hall by 
10AM on July 20th 

 
Cash donations and questions can be directed to: 

Kim Patrick 641-757-1605 
Geri Thompson 641-757-1696 
Robyn Corkins 515-321-0762 

Please take this opportunity to show hospitality 
and serve our RAGBRAI guests.  

There is a sign-up sheet in the back of church. 

Memorial Day Mass at                                              

Resurrection Cemetery                                                  

Monday, May 25 at 9:00 am 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Parishioners, 

This Sunday we celebrate one of the greatest feasts of the year. Fifty days after the Resurrection, the 

Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles with wind and fire, transforming frightened disciples into bold 

witnesses who carried the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Pentecost is not simply a memory — it is 

a living reality. The same Spirit given to the Apostles was given to each of us at Baptism and sealed 

within us at Confirmation. At this Mass may you come with an open heart and ask the Holy Spirit to 

renew you. 

On Sunday, May 25th at 9:00 a.m., we will celebrate Mass at Resurrection Cemetery near Guthrie 

Center. I invite every family in our parishes to be there — not simply because it is Memorial Day, but 

because what we do there matters in ways the world cannot fully understand. 

The Mass is the most powerful act of worship on earth. When we offer Mass for the dead, we are 

not merely remembering them — we are bringing them before the throne of God, interceding for 

them with all the power of the Eucharist. The Church has always believed that our prayers can has-

ten the purification of those we love who have died in God’s grace. 

“It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from sins.”  — 2 

Maccabees 12:46 

We gather in the cemetery itself because that ground speaks. Those are the bodies of the baptized 

— temples of the Holy Spirit — waiting for the resurrection of the dead. To pray there is to declare 

with our whole selves that death is not the end. We also honor those who gave their lives in military 

service. They deserve to be remembered in the most powerful way we know: at the altar of God. 

Come, bring your family, and let the Mass be your prayer for all of them. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

✝ Memorial Day Mass:  Resurrection Cemetery — Sunday, May 25th at 9:00 a.m. 

✝ Saturday Evening Mass at St. Cecilia:  Begins May 30th at 6:30 p.m. — Confessions offered prior to 

Mass 

May the Holy Spirit renew our faith, deepen our love, and bring us all safely home. 

Yours in Christ,   

Fr. Ray Higgins 
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UPCOMING 
events 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., May 23 at 4:30 PM – Leo Fiedler                                                 

Sun., May 24 at 8:00 AM – Living & deceased members of                 

                                                                          Tim & Carla Fitzgerald 

Sun., May 24 at 9:30 AM – TJ Redfern                                               

Tues., May 26 at 5:30 PM – Kyrsten Ahrens                                    

Wed., May 27 at 8:00 AM – Len Snyder Family                              

Thurs., May 28 at 8:00 AM – Clem & Marion Fowler Family               

Fri., May 29 at 8:00 AM – Deceased family members of                       

                                                                      Kevin & Peggy Dentlinger  

Sat., May 30 at 4:30 PM – Special Intentions                                    

Sun., May 31 at 8:00 AM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., May 31 at 9:30 AM – Duane Clark                                     

Tues., June 2 at 5:30 PM – Seidl Family                                          

Wed., June 3 at 8:00 AM – Joe, Lucy and Jerry Wolterman  

Thurs., June 4 at 8:00 AM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                      

Fri., June 5 at 8:00 AM – David & Rita Halsey  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $3,426                                       
ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $11,206  

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $1,043                                                                                        
          ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $6,885              

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering  
Sunday weekly offering— $583                                   

Food Pantry- $199                                                                                                               
ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $3,546  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

May 30 & 31, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

Ragbrai– St. Mary 

St Mary’s will be holding a Ragbrai Mass on             

Monday evening July 20, at 5:00 pm.  

St. Mary’s RAGBRAI Supper 
July 20, 2026 

430PM until food is gone (feeding 1000) 
Beef and noodle sign up 

 
Needs: 

• 300lbs beef roast, 45 pans of bars (24 count) 
and volunteers 

• Beef will need to be delivered to the hall                       
refrigerator by Thursday, July 17th 

• Bars will need to be delivered to the hall by 
10AM on July 20th 

 
Cash donations and questions can be directed to: 

Kim Patrick 641-757-1605 
Geri Thompson 641-757-1696 
Robyn Corkins 515-321-0762 

Please take this opportunity to show hospitality 
and serve our RAGBRAI guests.  

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Dear Friends, 

This Sunday, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. Unlike Christmas or Easter, 

this is not a feast about events, but about who God is. The Trinity is not just an idea or a    

puzzle to figure out. It shows us that God is an eternal communion of self-giving love. On this 

day, we do not come together just to talk about a doctrine. We come to adore three Persons 

so united that to adore one is to adore all. 

 

When we understand the Trinity, we learn something important about ourselves. We are 

made in the image of a God who is relationship. Your desire to belong, to be known, and to be 

loved without being left behind is a reflection of the Trinity within you, longing for its source. 

Each time you make the Sign of the Cross, you are expressing faith in the deepest truth we 

know about God: the Father who made us, the Son who saved us, and the Holy Spirit who 

gives us strength and lives in us. 

 

So, I invite everyone from our three communities to join us next Sunday, June 7, 2026, for 

Corpus Christi at St. Cecilia Parish in Panora, Iowa. 

After Communion at Mass, we will have a Solemn Eucharistic Procession. For centuries,          

processions have shown faith in God's power, served as public prayers, and been visible signs 

of adoration. When we walk together with the Blessed Sacrament, we boldly say that Christ is 

truly present—Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity—and we give public witness to a world that 

needs hope. As Pope St. John Paul II famously said: 

"Devout participation is a grace from the Lord bringing joy to those who take part in the  

humble signs of bread and wine changed to the Body and Blood of Christ." 

We are on this journey together, and Jesus is with us. Bring your family, invite a neighbor, or 

just come with an open heart. Let your walk and your quiet presence be your prayer. 

When you receive Holy Communion, you receive the Trinity. When you kneel, you are never 

alone. 

 

In Christ's peace,                                                                                                                                         

Fr Ray 
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Married Couples. Would you like to relive the                        

excitement, romance and passion from your                        

honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a Worldwide              

Marriage Encounter Weekend. For more information 

call 563-920-9419 or you can sign up at 

wwme.org.  Upcoming dates are October       

9-11, 2026 in Epworth, Iowa and February   

12-14, 2027 in Dubuque, Iowa.  

UPCOMING 
events 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., May 30 at 4:30 PM – Special Intentions                                    

Sun., May 31 at 8:00 AM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., May 31 at 9:30 AM – Duane Clark                                     

Tues., June 2 at 5:30 PM – Communion Service only                                          

Wed., June 3 at 8:00 AM – Communion Service only                                          

Thurs., June 4 at 8:00 AM – Communion Service only                                          

Fri., June 5 at 8:00 AM – Communion Service only                                          

Sat., June 6 at 4:30 PM – Crosier Family                                              

Sun., June 7 at 8:00 AM – Francis & Lyla Kastner                               

Sun., June 7 at 9:30 AM – Len Snyder Family                              

Tues., June 9 at 5:30 PM – Seidl Family                                          

Wed., June 10 at 8:00 AM – Joe, Lucy and Jerry Wolterman  

Thurs., June 11 at 8:00 AM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                      

Fri., June 12 at 8:00 AM – David & Rita Halsey  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $1,353                                       
ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $11,206  

St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $1,121                                                                                        
          ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $6,885              

 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 
Sunday weekly offering— $526                                    

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $3,546  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  



   

 

T HE  C ATHOL I C  C HURCHES  OF                                
St. Cecilia ● St. Mary ● St. Patrick                            

June 6 & 7, 2026 

CONTACT 
information 

Fr. Ray Higgins - Please reach him on rectory number 

Deacon Dennis Patrick - (641) 757-0851 or                                
                                                                                                    deacondennisp@gmail.com                            

Rectory  - (641) 747-2569 

Office  - (641) 747-3843 

Web  - https://st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com/ 

 

Business Manager:                                                                    

Geri Thompson - stcstmstp@netins.net     

Parish Secretary:                                                                    

Misean Hernandez - stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                          

Director of Religious Education:                                              

Jamie Carlson - stmpcdre@gmail.com                               

Cemetery Grounds Keeper and Coordinator                                                 

Justin Downing - (515) 250-8988                

Sacramental Emergencies                                                    

In the event of an emergency, please contact Fr. Ray 

Higgins at (641) 747-2569 for the emergency number. 

Sacrament Guidelines:                                                        

Contact the Rectory to make arrangements prior to  

marriage and baptismal sacraments. 

Bulletin Announcements:                                                      

Send bulletin announcements to Misean at                          

stmpcsecretary@outlook.com by 8PM Tuesday. 

St. Patrick Parish    

214 Prairie Street 

Bayard, IA 50029                                                                                                                                     

St. Mary Parish    

603 Main Street 

Guthrie Center, IA 50115 

St. Cecilia Parish    

220 N 1st St.  

Panora, IA 50216                                                                                                                                        

 PARISH  
announcements 

Ragbrai– St. Mary 

St Mary’s will be holding a Ragbrai Mass on             

Monday evening July 20, at 5:00PM  

St. Mary’s RAGBRAI Supper 
July 20, 2026 

430PM until food is gone (feeding 1000) 
Beef and noodle sign up 

 
Needs: 

• 300lbs beef roast, 45 pans of bars (24 count) and 
volunteers 

• Beef will need to be delivered to the hall                       
refrigerator by Thursday, July 17th 

• Bars will need to be delivered to the hall by 10AM 
on July 20th 

 
Cash donations and questions can be directed to: Kim 

Patrick 641-757-1605 
Geri Thompson 641-757-1696 
Robyn Corkins 515-321-0762 

Please take this opportunity to show hospitality and 
serve our RAGBRAI guests.  

There is a sign-up sheet in the back of church. 
Please see letters in pews for more info. 

mailto:stcstmstpbw@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
Fr. Ray Higgins 

Pastoral Letter for Iowa Faithful: Preaching During Election Season 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As Iowa begins its primary elections and looks ahead to November, we will see many strong opinions and 

changes in public life. The Church’s role is to bring the light of the Gospel to our consciences and the common 

good, without taking sides with any political party or system. 

The Second Vatican Council teaches that Christ did not give the Church a direct mission in politics, economics, 

or social matters: “The purpose which He set before her is a religious one.” Still, Vatican II says that from this 

religious mission, the Church can and should offer “a function, a light and an energy which can serve to struc-

ture and consolidate the human community according to the divine law.” The Church helps society not by 

controlling it, but by living out faith and charity. 

Vatican II also emphasizes that the Church is independent from politics and helps people grow in political 

freedom, while priests stay focused on sharing Christ’s message. 

Priests are asked to focus on 

• Gospel-centered preaching: teach the faith, illuminate social doctrine, and form consciences in light of 

Christ. 

• Moral truth in public life: when needed, speak about public issues in ways that protect basic rights or the 

salvation of souls, always using methods that fit with the Gospel and serve the common good. 

• Conscience and citizenship: remind everyone that Christians are responsible for their own actions as citi-

zens, guided by a Christian conscience. The Church’s job is to teach, guide, and offer moral judgment when 

needed. 

Respectful charity in tone: share the truth without putting others down, using stereotypes, or showing hostil-
ity. Always remember that the Church works for unity and respects the dignity of every person. 
Priests are to avoid 

• Turning the pulpit into partisan electioneering: do not identify the Church with a political party or sys-

tem. 

• Crossing the line from moral guidance to political manipulation: the Church is free to teach, but this 

does not mean turning the Gospel into campaign-style persuasion. 

Unjust invasion of privacy: keep “an appropriate reserve concerning persons’ private lives,” and avoid media-
style comments that could harm fairness, privacy, or freedom. 
As Iowa’s elections get closer, let us pray for wisdom, humility, and charity. May our preaching bring people 

closer to Christ and help build peace and the common good. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Ray  
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UPCOMING 
events 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
First Communicants 

Women of Faith Luncheon–                                        

United Methodist Church 

Wednesday, June 3, 20026                                                  

11:30AM– 1:00PM                                                

Come & Go Salad luncheon                                               

G.C. UMC Fellowship Hall 

Adeline & Cecilia Muell 
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WEEKLY 
calendar 

Sat., June 6 at 4:30 PM – Crosier Family                                              

Sun., June 7 at 8:00 AM – Francis & Lyla Kastner                               

Sun., June 7 at 9:30 AM – Len Snyder Family                              

Tues., June 9 at 5:30 PM – Seidl Family                                          

Wed., June 10 at 8:00 AM – Joe, Lucy and Jerry Wolterman  

Thurs., June 11 at 8:00 AM – Ed & DeeDee Buchanan                      

Fri., June 12 at 8:00 AM – David & Rita Halsey  

Sat., June 13 at 4:30 PM – Mass for the People                            

Sun., June 14 at 8:00 AM – Brennen Cox                                     

Sun., June 14 at 9:30 AM – Travie & Bodie Clark                             

Tues., June 16 at 5:30 PM – Kenny Ludwig                                

Wed., June 17 at 8:00 AM – Orville Leinen                                  

Thurs., June 18 at 8:00 AM – Viola Rohe                                             

Fri., June 19 at 8:00 AM – Paul & Agatha Sailer  

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                          

4:05 PM First Saturday Rosary, Bayard                                                                                    

4:15 PM Divine Mercy, Bayard                                                       

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

7:30 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

7:45 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                       

9:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

9:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                      

10:30 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                  

Monday        

No Mass                                

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:30 - 4:30 PM Adoration, Panora                               

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Bayard        

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard                                                     

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy,  Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora 

9:00 AM Prayer Group, Panora                                                                          

3:30 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center (TIME CHANGE)                                                             

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora 

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                         

Friday    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center         

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                                                                        

intentions 
MASS 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the treas-

ury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 

and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult mo-

ments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, 

but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

 

 

         

St. Cecilia Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $3,319                                                      
                                                                                                 ACH- $750                                         

 ADA Goal $23,161 ADA Balance Due $10,256  
St. Mary Weekly Offering  

   Sunday weekly offering— $1,120                               
ACH- $1,839                                                                                                                

          ADA Goal $14,880 ADA Balance Due $4,735              
 St. Patrick Weekly Offering 

Sunday weekly offering— $556                                                 
ACH- $1,210                                                                  

ADA Goal $9,572 ADA Balance Due $1,746  

WEEKLY 
offerings 

 
Mass intention envelopes can be found in the back 

of church. Please fill in the requested information, 

add your donation and place the envelope in the 

collection plate.  
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