Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. '°For he was looking forward to the city
that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. ''By faith Sarah herself received power
to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had
promised. *Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many
as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. *These
all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them
from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. “For
people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. *If they had been thinking
of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. '*But as
it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

Gospel: Luke 12:22-40

22{Jesus} said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you
will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. *For life is more than food, and the body
more than clothing. **Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!
2 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? *If then you are
not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 2’Consider the lilies,
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. **But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! ? And
do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. **For all the nations
of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 3!Instead, seek
his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. **Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide
yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not
fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. **For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also. **Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, **and be like men who
are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the
door to him at once when he comes and knocks. *’Blessed are those servants whom the master
finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them
recline at table, and he will come and serve them. *8If he comes in the second watch, or in the
third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! **But know this, that if the master of the
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be
broken into. “You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”

Luke 12:32
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This congregation practices “open communion”. We invite all who believe that our Lord’s body and blood are
truly and essentially present in the bread and wine to share in the sacrament. We believe Christians are
worthy to receive communion when, according to the teaching of Scripture and Lutheran tradition the words,
“given and shed for you” are accepted by grace through faith. You may receive the wine by dipping the bread
into the dipping chalice or by drinking from the principal chalice. Repent, and be served!
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The Order of Word and Sacrament
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost August 10, 2025

Prelude, Announcements (please stand when indicated by *)

We Gather
*Opening Hymn “Lord of All Hopefulness” LBW #469
*Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness ..............ccccceeeevvviieneveeeeeennennp. 77
Ky TIE oo e e esreeesnnee e e Pl 18
FPrayer Of the Day......ooeiii e e p. 82
We Hear God’s Word

Lessons

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6

Psalm 33:12-22................ veereeneaaanp. 230

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-16
Gospel ACClamation.........oouiii i e p. 83
*Holy Gospel: Luke 12:22-40

Proclamation of the Word Pastor Blayne Watts
We Respond to God’s Word

*Hymn of the Day “How Great Thou Art” LBW #532

*Confession of Faith: The Apostle’s Creed..........ooiiiiiiiii i p. 85

*Prayers of the Church  (Lord, in your mercy/Hear our prayer)

*Sharing of the Peace

*Offering

*Offertory Hymn (Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord) .......................... p. 86
We Receive Holy Communion

*Great ThankS@IVING ......ovuii it e e reere e e p- 88

LTS Pray . . et e p- 91

Sharing the Lord’s SUPPeT.......oviiiiii e p- 92

*¥Post-Communion Canticle ............c.ooiiiiiiiii i, p. 92

We Are Sent to Our Mission Fields
FBenediCtion & AMEN. ... ...ttt ittt e e e e e e e e eaa e p. 94
*Closing Hymn “Have No Fear, Little Flock™ LBW #476
Postlude

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6

'The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O LORD God, what will you give me, for |
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” *And Abram said,
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.”
*And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very
own son shall be your heir.” >And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and
number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring
be.” *And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Psalm 33:12-22

?Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! happy the people he has chosen to be his own!
3The LORD looks down from heaven, and beholds all the people in the world.
"“From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze on all who dwell on the earth.
SHe fashions all the hearts of them and understands all their works.
There is no king that can be saved by amighty army;
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.
""The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; for all its strength it cannot save.
'8Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, on those who wait upon his love,
YTo pluck their lives from death, and to feed them in time of famine.
2Qur soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.
*'Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, for in his holy name we put our trust.
2L et your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, as we have put our trust in you.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-16

'Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. *For by it the
people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. ‘By
faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith,
though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death,
and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended
as having pleased God. *And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. "By faith
Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark
for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the
righteousness that comes by faith. *By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was
going. °By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with



What’s Happening

Today:
e Our radio broadcast is sponsored by Marj Pontius. Thank you Marj!
e Join us for a potluck lunch after the service!

This Week:
Wednesday  6:30-8 pm Men’s Fellowship at Otium Brewing
Next Sunday 8:30 am Council Meeting

Notes and News

e We delivered Meals on Wheels this past week and will do that again August 18-22.
We still need a few volunteers—please call Janet Erickson.

e “Rally Day” kick-off of fall activities will be held Sunday, September 7 with a lunch
following the service. More details soon on faith-building plans for kids and adults!

e We plan to start viewing and discussing Season 3 of “The Chosen” video series in
September. Please let us know if you are interested, and if so, you are encouraged to
watch or review Seasons 1 and 2 before our first meeting.

Lessons for Next Week
Jeremiah 23:16-29; Psalm 119:81-88; Hebrews 11:17-31, 12:1-3; Luke 12:49-53 [54-56]



