
What’s Happening 

Today              

Thank you to our anonymous radio broadcast sponsor!     

11:00 am Bible Basics for  5th & 6th graders  

  1:30 pm Holy Communion at HRH Residential Living 

  6:00 pm Supper for MCC students  

Monday           

  4:00 pm        Adult Confirmation Class 

  6:00 pm        Call Committee 

Tuesday 

9:00-11:30 am   pick up your Butter Braids and Cookie Dough at FLC 

Wednesday      

  8:30 am        Quilters 

10:00 am        Coffee 

  4:00 pm        First Communion Class 

  5:30 pm        Soup Supper (sign up in the narthex to bring soup or bread) 

  6:00 pm        Lenten Service 

  6:30 pm        Men’s Fellowship at Otium Brewery 

Next Sunday  

10:00 am        Palm Sunday Worship  

         

              Notes and News 

 

• Easter Lily order forms are in the narthex.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 22, 2026 

 

(406) 234 – 4161 

PO Box 188, 512  Cale Ave, Miles City, Montana 

Email us at: flc@midrivers.com 

Visit us on the web at flcmilescity.com 

 On Sunday Mornings listen to First Lutheran Church Worship Service at 10am 

on KATL 770 AM or on a connected device at KATLRADIO.COM. 

 

This congregation practices “open communion”. We invite all who believe that our Lord’s body and blood are 
truly and essentially present in the bread and wine to share in the sacrament. We believe Christians are 

worthy to receive communion when, according to the teaching of Scripture and Lutheran tradition the words, 
“given and shed for you” are accepted by grace through faith. You may receive the wine by dipping the bread 

into the dipping chalice or by drinking from the principal chalice. Repent, and be served! 

 
Last Sunday: Attendance 30 - Giving $1,288   Lent Midweek: Attendance 23 

 
 

Our Vision 

Empowered by God to love, praise and worship Him 

and boldly share the Gospel’s Good News everywhere. 

Our Mission 

We are an inviting community of faith, 

aiming to bring everyone closer to Christ 

through His Word in fellowship, education and service. 

Come and See! 

mailto:flc@midrivers.com


The Order of Word and Sacrament 
Fifth Sunday in Lent        March 22, 2026 

 Prelude, Announcements             (please stand when indicated by *)                              

We Gather 

*Opening Hymn            “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                     LBW #559 

*Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness ….....……........….......…...…………p. 77 

Kyrie ………………………...…………...…………..…...…...........................……p. 78 

*Prayer of the Day………………………………...............…………………......… p. 82 

Children’s Church Excused  

We Hear God’s Word 

Lessons   

     First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

     Psalm 130……..............……….........................................................…...……..p. 281 

     Second Reading:  Romans 8:1-11 

Gospel Acclamation………………………………………………………………...p. 83 

   *Holy Gospel: John 11:1-53       (Return to the Lord, your God) 

 

Proclamation of the Word                                                                 Pastor Blayne Watts 

                                              

We Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn of the Day              “In the Morning When I Rise”                            WOV #777 

*Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed…..……...……..………...……....…….p. 85 

*Prayers of the Church     (Lord, in your mercy/Hear our prayer) 

*Sharing of the Peace 

*Offering 

*Offertory Hymn            (Create in me a clean heart, O God)  .………....……..….p. 96 

We Receive Holy Communion 

*Great Thanksgiving ………….…………………………….…….……...……….. p. 88                                                                                               

*Lord’s Prayer…………………...……..…..….………………………..…….…….p. 91 

Sharing the Lord’s Supper………………………………...……….…….…...……. p. 92                                                                                                          

*Post-Communion Canticle     (Lord, now let your servant depart in peace)............p. 93                                                                                

We Are Sent to Our Mission Fields 

*Benediction & Amen…………………..………………………..……............……p. 94 

*Closing Hymn               “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                       LBW #294 

Apostolic Sending, Doxology         LBW#565  

Postlude                

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, 

and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 
3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O LORD God, you 

know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the 

word of the LORD. 5Thus says the LORD God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 

and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 

the LORD.” 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 

behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, 

there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there 

was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and 

say to the breath, Thus says the LORD God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on 

these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 

into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 11Then he said to 

me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 

Thus says the LORD God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my 

people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my 

Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know 

that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

Psalm 130 

1Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice; 

 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, O LORD, who could stand? 
3For there is forgiveness with you; therefore you shall be feared. 
4I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; in his word is my hope. 
5My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 
6O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is mercy;  

7With him there is plenteous redemption, and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 

 

 

 



Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement 

of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6For to set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that 

is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 

in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 

life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 

he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 

Spirit who dwells in you. 

Gospel: John 11:1-53 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2It 

was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 

Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when 

Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the 

Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
6So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not 

stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 

because the light is not in him.” 11After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus 

has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant 

taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I am 

glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16So Thomas, called the 

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17Now when Jesus 

came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 

them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 

met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, 

God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone 

who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 28When 

she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here 

and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus 

had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31When 

the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they 

followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came 

to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews 

said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of 

the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to 

the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 

the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been 

dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the 

glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I 

thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account 

of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said these 

things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came out, 

his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

“Unbind him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 

seen what he did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what 

Jesus had done. 47So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are 

we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe 

in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49But one of 

them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50Nor do 

you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole 

nation should perish.” 51He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he 

prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52and not for the nation only, but also to gather 

into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53So from that day on they made plans to 

put him to death. 

 

 

Lessons for Next Week: 

John 12:12-19; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 118:19-29; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:1-27:66 

 

 


