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1. Curriculum Intent
English at The Ivy House teaches our pupils to read the world closely and to write into it with control and conscience. Every text in this plan is a vehicle for tarbiyah: the formation of a reader who weighs words carefully, a writer who is truthful, and a person whose moral imagination has been widened by serious literature. Our pupils do not study English as decoding and technique alone. They study it as the discipline of attending honestly to what a writer is doing and why it matters.
This Whole School Long Term Plan sets the five year architecture, Year 7 to Year 11. The five year structure and text choices are locked and AQA aligned. The year and term Medium Term Plans translate this plan into delivery; the Subject Knowledge Documents give teachers the depth required to teach each text with confidence.
	Our English promise to pupils
Every pupil who completes this curriculum can read a whole text closely, build a sustained written argument from evidence, write with control across forms, speak with clarity, and sit the AQA GCSEs in English Language and English Literature with confidence. She leaves us a more careful reader and a more truthful writer.


2. English and the Islamic Worldview
The Islamic concept is never imposed on a text. It is drawn from what the text already does. A novel about forced migration already raises the dignity of the stranger; a tragedy of unchecked ambition already raises the ungoverned self. We name what the literature is doing and let our pupils reflect on it. Where the curriculum draws on Quranic ayat and hadith, these are sourced and tied to the text's own concerns, not added on top of them.
•  Sidq: truthfulness in reading and writing; reporting what a text actually says, not what is convenient.
•  Adl and the rejection of zulm: literature that confronts injustice is read as a training in moral attention.
•  Tazkiyah: texts of the divided or ungoverned self prompt reflection on the discipline of the self.
•  Rahmah toward the vulnerable: narratives of refuge and confinement raise the duty owed to those without power.

3. Five Year Architecture
English is taught across three terms a year. The terminology is Term 1, Term 2 and Term 3 throughout. Each year studies three core texts, one per term, sequenced so that demand rises and so that Key Stage 3 deliberately builds toward the AQA GCSE.
	Stage
	Years
	Purpose

	Key Stage 3
	Years 7 to 9
	Build secure reading, writing and spoken language foundations through whole text study; widen moral and cultural range

	Bridge
	Year 9
	Transition to GCSE: critical reading and evaluative writing introduced; Macbeth begins the Literature spine

	Key Stage 4
	Years 10 to 11
	Full AQA GCSE: the four Literature texts and the Language papers taught and examined


	AQA Literature spine
Shakespeare is Macbeth, studied in Year 9 and studied again for examination in Year 10. The 19th century novel is The Strange Case of Jekyll and Hyde. The modern text is An Inspector Calls. The poetry is the AQA Power and Conflict cluster, taught alongside unseen poetry. English Language is built in parallel across both years through the reading and writing demands of each term.



4. Year by Year Text Map
Each year studies three core texts. The Islamic concept shown for each is drawn from what the text already does, in keeping with section 2.
Year 7  |  Foundations: reading closely, writing with control, speaking with clarity
	Term
	Core text
	Concept drawn from the text

	Term 1
	A Monster Calls (Patrick Ness)
	Grief, truth and the courage to face hard things honestly. Sabr through trial and the value of truthfulness drawn from the novel's own treatment of denial and acceptance.

	Term 2
	Boy Everywhere (A. M. Dassu)
	Displacement, refuge and belonging. Mercy toward the stranger and the dignity of those who must leave home, drawn from the novel's account of forced migration.

	Term 3
	A Midsummer Night's Dream (Shakespeare)
	Order, disorder and reconciliation. The restoration of harmony after confusion, drawn from the play's structure of rupture and repair.



Year 8  |  Deepening: sustained analysis, argument, and the writer's craft
	Term
	Core text
	Concept drawn from the text

	Term 1
	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (Mildred D. Taylor)
	Justice and dignity under oppression. Standing against injustice (zulm) and the worth of every person, drawn from the novel's treatment of resistance and family.

	Term 2
	The Night Diary (Veera Hiranandani)
	Identity, partition and belonging. Brotherhood across difference and mercy in a divided world, drawn from the novel's account of displacement and kinship.

	Term 3
	The Tempest (Shakespeare)
	Power, freedom and forgiveness. Mercy chosen over vengeance, drawn from the play's movement toward release and pardon.



Year 9  |  Transition to GCSE: critical reading, evaluative writing, conceptual depth
	Term
	Core text
	Concept drawn from the text

	Term 1
	The Bone Sparrow (Zana Fraillon)
	Confinement, hope and the duty owed to the vulnerable. Responsibility (amanah) toward those without power, drawn from the novel's account of detention and friendship.

	Term 2
	The Book Thief (Markus Zusak)
	Words, conscience and moral courage under tyranny. The weight of speech and truthfulness, drawn from the novel's treatment of language and resistance.

	Term 3
	Macbeth (Shakespeare)
	Ambition, conscience and consequence. The corruption of unchecked desire and the self that is not governed, drawn from the play's tragic arc.



Year 10  |  AQA GCSE: Literature texts taught for examination; Language skills built in parallel
	Term
	Core text
	Concept drawn from the text

	Term 1
	The Strange Case of Jekyll and Hyde (R. L. Stevenson)
	The divided self and moral responsibility. The struggle to govern the self (tazkiyah), drawn from the novella's treatment of restraint and its collapse.

	Term 2
	Macbeth studied again for examination
	Consolidation of the Shakespeare text at examination depth, returning to ambition, conscience and consequence with analytical precision.

	Term 3
	Power and Conflict poetry (AQA anthology)
	Power, nature and memory; the transience of worldly power, drawn from the cluster's recurring concerns.



Year 11  |  AQA GCSE: completion, synoptic revision, examination preparation
	Term
	Core text
	Concept drawn from the text

	Term 1
	An Inspector Calls (J. B. Priestley)
	Collective responsibility and social justice. Accountability and care for others, drawn from the play's treatment of conscience and consequence.

	Term 2
	Synoptic revision across all Literature texts
	Macbeth, Jekyll and Hyde, An Inspector Calls and Power and Conflict poetry revisited; unseen poetry and Language papers practised.

	Term 3
	Final revision and examinations
	Timed practice under examination conditions; targeted intervention; AQA English Language and English Literature examinations.



5. Skills Progression Across Five Years
Reading, writing and spoken language are escalated deliberately year on year so that a pupil arriving in Year 11 has been prepared, step by step, for the demands of the AQA examinations.
	Strand
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9
	Year 10
	Year 11

	Reading
	Comprehension; inference; tracking a whole text
	Sustained analysis; writer's methods
	Critical reading; evaluating viewpoint
	Analytical essay on whole texts
	Synoptic comparison; unseen analysis

	Writing
	Narrative and descriptive with control
	Argument and the writer's craft
	Evaluative and discursive writing
	AQA Language writing tasks
	Timed writing to examination standard

	Spoken language
	Clear, structured talk
	Reasoned discussion
	Formal presentation
	Debate and AQA spoken endorsement
	Examination standard articulation

	Vocabulary and grammar
	Tier two vocabulary; accurate sentences
	Varied syntax for effect
	Precise academic register
	Terminology for analysis
	Confident, controlled written voice



6. Assessment Spine
Assessment checks that reading is secure and writing is controlled, and that both are retained. The pattern is consistent across all five years.
	Form
	Purpose and timing

	Weekly retrieval
	Low stakes recall of texts, vocabulary and terminology; strengthens long term memory

	Mid term writing task
	An extended piece each term, marked against appropriate to the year criteria

	End of term assessment
	Reading and writing assessed together; informs reteaching

	Spoken language
	Assessed formally each year; in Key Stage 4 mapped to the AQA spoken endorsement

	Mock examinations
	Years 10 and 11; full AQA style Language and Literature papers under examination conditions


7. Reading Range and Representation
The text spine deliberately spans grief, migration, justice, tyranny, ambition and responsibility, and places writers of varied backgrounds alongside the canonical core. As a school for girls we ensure our pupils see themselves as serious readers and writers, and that the moral questions raised by the literature are taken seriously, not softened.
	How to use this plan
This is the locked strategic five year reference. For week by week delivery, use the year and term Medium Term Plans. For the depth needed to teach a text, read its Subject Knowledge Document in full before teaching. The five year structure and text choices are locked; changes go through the department, not individual teachers.


Page  of 
