How to Highlight Volunteer Experience on a Resume

By 123CV

Introduction:

In today's competitive job market, having a well-crafted resume is crucial to stand out from the
crowd. While work experience and educational qualifications are important, including volunteer
experience on your resume can significantly boost your chances of landing the job. Volunteer
work showcases your commitment, empathy, and valuable skills that can make you a desirable
candidate. In this blog post, we will explore effective strategies to highlight volunteer experience

on your resume and demonstrate the impact it can have on your career prospects.

1. Tailor your resume to the job:

When including volunteer experience on your resume, ensure that it aligns with the job you're
applying for. Tailor your resume by carefully selecting the volunteer experiences that best
demonstrate relevant skills and values. For example, if you're applying for a position that
requires strong leadership skills, highlight your experience as a volunteer team leader or
coordinator. This targeted approach helps employers see the transferable skills you've gained

through volunteering.
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2. Create a dedicated section:

To give your volunteer experience the attention it deserves, create a separate section on your
resume titled "Volunteer Experience" or "Community Involvement." This dedicated section
demonstrates your commitment to making a positive impact beyond your professional
responsibilities. Include the organization's name, your role, the duration of your service, and a

concise description of your responsibilities and achievements.

3. Focus on transferrable skills:

Volunteer work often provides an opportunity to develop valuable skills that are relevant to the
workplace. Identify and emphasize these transferrable skills on your resume. For instance, if
you've organized fundraising events, highlight your project management, event planning, and
communication skills. If you've worked in a team or mentored others, emphasize your
leadership, collaboration, and interpersonal skills. Showcasing these skills acquired through

volunteering can demonstrate your ability to contribute effectively to a professional environment.

4. Highlight achievements and impact:

Employers are interested in the impact you made through your volunteer work. Quantify your
achievements whenever possible. For example, if you increased the number of volunteers by
30% or raised R10,000 for a charitable cause, include these metrics to demonstrate the scale of
your accomplishments. Focus on tangible results and the positive change you brought about

during your volunteer experience.
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5. Incorporate volunteer work into your professional experience:

If your volunteer work is closely related to your career goals or if you lack significant
professional experience, consider integrating it into your professional experience section.
Present your volunteer work in a similar format to your paid positions, highlighting the
organization, role, and key responsibilities. Treat it as valuable experience that showcases your

skills and dedication.

6. Use action verbs and descriptive language:

When describing your volunteer experience, use action verbs to demonstrate your active
involvement. Verbs like organized, planned, led, managed, initiated, and collaborated can
effectively highlight your contributions. Additionally, incorporate descriptive language to make
your experiences more engaging. Use words like passionate, dedicated, compassionate, and

committed to convey your genuine interest and enthusiasm.

7. Include relevant volunteer affiliations and certifications:

If you hold memberships in volunteer organizations or have received certifications related to
your volunteer work, mention them on your resume. This demonstrates your ongoing
commitment to personal and professional growth. Additionally, it showcases your network and
involvement within the volunteering community, which can be an added advantage when

applying for socially conscious organizations or non-profit sectors.
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Conclusion:

Volunteer experience is an invaluable asset that can significantly enhance your resume. By
strategically highlighting your volunteer work, tailoring it to the job you're applying for, and
emphasizing relevant skills and achievements, you can demonstrate your commitment,
compassion, and ability to make a positive impact. So, go ahead and showcase your volunteer

experience with pride, knowing that it can set you apart from other candidates and open doors
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