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REFORM OF THE EU SEEDS MARKETING
FRAMEWORK : An Introduction

WHY ARE WE HERE TODAY?

14.11.2019 Official Journal of the European Union L 293/105

COUNCIL DECISION (EU) .1_019}'1905
of 8 November 2019

requesting the Commission to submit a study on the Union’s options to update the existing
legislation on the production and marketing of plant reproductive material, and a proposal, if
appropriate in view of the outcomes of the study

Article 1

The Council requests the Commission to submit, by 31 December 2020, a study on the options to update the existing
legislation on the production and marketing of plant reproductive material.

Article 2

1.  The Council requests the Commission to submit a proposal, if appropriate in view of the outcomes of the study, or
otherwise to inform the Council of alternative measures required as a follow-up to the study.

2. In accordance with the usual practice, the Council requests the Commission to ensure that the proposal is

accompanied by an impact assessment.
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and breeds. This would also bring health benefits through more varied and nutritious diets. The Commission is
conzidering the revizion of marketing miles for traditional crop varieties in order to contribute to their conservation and
sustainable uze. The Commission will also take measures to facilitate the registration of seed varieties, including for
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OVERARCHING EU FRAMEWORK : European Green Deal
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Climate change brings new threats to ‘plant health The sustainability challenge calls for measures to protect plants

better from emerging pests and dizeazes, and for innovation. The Commizsion will adopt rules to reinforce vigilance on
plant mmports and sorveillance on Union terrtory. New immnovative techmques. including bictechnology and the
development of bio-based products, may play a role in increasing sustamability, provided they are safe for consumers
and the environment while bringing benefits for society as a whole. They can also accelerate the process of reducing
dependency on pesticides. In responze to the request of Member States, the Commission 15 carrying out a study which
will lock at the potential of new genomic techniques to improve sustainability along the food supply chain. Sustainable
food systems also rely on seed security and diversity. Farmers need to have access fo a range of quality seeds for plant
varieties adapted to the pressures of climate change The Commussion will take measures to facilitate the registration
of seed varieties, including for organic farming, and to ensure easier market access for tradihonal and locally-adapted
vaneties.
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