






































































state that doesn't allow colleges to teach basic firefighting and certify firefighters in order to maintain a 

monopoly for the state fire academy.). Kam was immediately able to start responding to emergency calls. 

Unfortunately, of the twenty new volunteers who joined our training program in March, eight left the 

WBFD by the end of the year. Two were hired by other departments, one moved to Florida, and the rest 

left because their primary jobs and family commitments didn't allow enough time to continue. 

In September, we reached out to volunteer firefighter applicants from last year, that were on our waiting 

list to join (we are the only department in Massachusetts with a waiting list to join its volunteer force) to 

join the training class already in session. Two people joined us, Tom Daly and Max Nichols. They are 

training with our current group and will join the next class to pick up the training they missed. 

Promotions & A New Face 

When Captain Murray left us early in the year, we hired Austin Moloney, one of our volunteer 

firefighter/paramedics, to fill the vacancy. We then promoted Austin to Lieutenant, and he is now 

serving as our Group 3 Shift Commander. He is also transitioning into the role of incumbent member 

training coordinator. Austin comes from a family with a tradition in the volunteer fire service; his 

grandfather was the volunteer Chief of the Holliston FD. He brings a lot of energy, ability, and vision to 

the job. Austin is also a member of the Cape Cod Regional Technical Rescue Team. 

Two additional career firefighter/paramedics left in June, and we had no paramedics among our 

volunteer and part-time staff to promote so we advertised the jobs. Over three months we received 

only six applications - there is a shortage of paramedics in the state, and a serious shortage of workers 

on Cape Cod. But, one candidate stood out, and we got lucky. Paul Donovan, an experienced 
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