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Steps in Early Intervention Services
This is an overview of the steps your child and family will take in an early intervention program.
There are certain timelines when these steps should happen.

Referral

A child should be referred to Early Intervention Services as soon as there is a concern about
developmental delay. Parents, Doctors or Pediatricians, Hospital and Public Health Nurses, WIC
Clinics, Childcare Providers, and Family Members can all refer a child to
an early intervention program.

Intake/Screening

This is required to happen within 45 days of referral

Assign Service Coordinator, Evaluation/Assessment to Determine Eligibility
This is required to happen within 45 days of referral

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) Meeting (if eligible)
This is required to happen within 45 days of referral.

Delivery of Services

As soon as possible after the initial development of the IFSP

6 Month Review of IFSP

Need for Change in Services
and Re-Evaluation/Assessment

Annual Review of IFSP

On-going Delivery of Services
Transition/Discharge

When your child turns three (3) OR is developing appropriately for his or her age and is no longer
eligible for Early Intervention Services, your child will be discharged from the program through
the IFSP process and NEIS will assist your family in this change of services or supports.
Planning for your child to leave Early Intervention Services may begin by 2 years 3 months of
age and no later than 2 years 9 months of age.
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Service Coordination
 Help you resolve concerns if they arise.

When your child and family are referred for
early interven on services, you will be assigned

 Assist in the development and
implementa on of a Transi on Plan for
services for your child when early
interven on ends.

a service coordinator who will be your family’s
primary

point

informa on

of

and

contact
services.

for

obtaining

Your

service

coordinator will meet with your family to explain
early interven on services and will also:
 Help you understand informa on you
receive.
 Inform you of your rights in the early
interven on services program and
explain them to you.
 Help you get the evalua ons and
assessments that your child needs.
 Work as a part of the team, along with
you, to help determine what services and
supports your family needs.

 Refer you to other services such as child
care, health, or family support services,
and help you become your child’s best
advocate.

 Coordinate and assist in the development
and regular review of your child and
family’s IFSP.
 Assist your family in finding other
community resources. For example,
determining if there is a public agency
that could provide financial assistance, if
needed, and assis ng your family to
complete the applica on and claim
forms.
 Make sure that you receive the services
and supports that are on your IFSP in a
mely manner.

 Coordinate the provision of early
interven on and other services that your
child needs or is already receiving
through other agencies.

Refer to Individuals with Disabili es Educa on
Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA), Public Law 108‐
446 (P.L. 108‐446) and 34 CFR parts 300 and 303
(303.34)

 Help you access support services, such as
training opportuni es, parent groups,
and advocacy services.
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Your Family’s Participation in Early Intervention
Early interven on is a voluntary program. The
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round. Due to illness or vaca ons, service
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coordinators and therapists may cancel or

the services and supports. You are a key decision‐

reschedule appointments with their families.
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me, the program may

that will help to make a diﬀerence in your lives. To
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be ac vely involved in the implementa on of the

support families whose child is experiencing

ac vi es designed with your family.

developmental delays for any reason. If during the
course of interven on your child reaches age

The more involved your family becomes with early

appropriate developmental milestones, this is a

interven on, the be er the outcomes for your
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child. Early interven on is a system of supports
and services designed to assist families in helping
their child. All interven on should be designed to
enhance your family’s lives within your daily
rou nes. The success of these interven ons is
dependent upon family par cipa on.
If for any reason, you do not choose to par cipate
in all or some early interven on services, please
no fy your service coordinator that you wish to
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in another state.
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