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VII.

ISAAC BARROW, whofe defcent was from an antient family
in Suffolk, was the fon of Thomas Barrow a citizen of London, and
Anne daughter of William Buggin of North Cray in Kent efquire; ne-
phew of Dr. Ifaac Barrow, bifhop of Man, and afterwards of St. Afaph;
and grandfon of Ifaac Barrow efquire, born at Gazeby in Suffolk in
1563, but afterwards of Spiny abbey at Wickham in Cambridgefhire,
where he was a juftice of the peace forty years. His father, Philip Bar-
row, who was alfo of Gazeby, publithed A method of phyfic; and was
brother of Ifaac Barrow, dottor of phyfic, and a benefactor to Trinity
college in Cambridge, where he had been a fellow, and tutor to Robert
Cecil, ear] of Salifbury, and lord treafurer in the reign of king James the
firff*> They were the fons of John Barrow of Suffolk, and grandfons
of Henry Barrow ",

Isaac, the fon of Thomas, was born at London, in the month of
Ocober 1630, according to Mr. Hill’s account. But Dr. Pope fais,
that neither of thefe dates is right; for he had often heard Dr. Barrow
himfelf fay, he was born upon the 29 of February, which could not be
in 1630, that not being a leap year©. He was fent firft to the Charter
houfe fchool, for two or three years, where he difcovered more of a
natural courage, than inclination to ftudy, being much given to fight-
ing, and promotinfg it in others, fo that he made little or no proficiency
inlearning. His father finding no good was to be expected from him
there, removed him to Felfted in Effex, where to his agreeable furprife
he received fuch a turn, and purfued his ftudies with that diligence and
fuccefs, that his mafter appointed him tutor to the lord vifcount Fairfax
of Emely in Ircland, Who was then his fcholar. During his ftay at
Felfted he was upon the 15 of December 1643 admited a penfioner of
Peter houfe in Cambridge, in the fourteenth year of hisage, under his
unkle Mr. Ifaac Barrow, then a fellow of that college. This date of
his admiffion agrees very well with the time of his birth, as given by
Mr. Hill, and likewifc with his epitaph, which was writen by the in-
formation of his father; but is wholly inconfiftent with Dr. Pope’s ac-
count, the two neareft leap years to 1630 being 1628 and 1632, which
will fix his admiffion at Peter houfe either to the twelfth or fixteenth
year of his age ; whereas the words of the college regifter are very ex-
prefs, ennum agens decimum quartum. 1 am therefore inclined to think,
that Dr. Pope was miftaken, who might poffibly thro forgetfulnefs
afcribe that to Dr, Barrow, which he had heard of fome other freind.
He removed to Cambridge on the 25 of February 1645, and was ad-
mited a penfioner in Trinity college, his unkle (who with Mr. Seth
Ward, Peter Gunning, and John Barwick, had writen againft the cove-
nant*®) having the year before been ejected from Peter houfe. And his

® Hill's Life of Dr. Jfaac Barrow, prefixed to  © Life of Seth, L. Bp. of Salifbury, page 129.
his Englift avorks. 4 Life of Dr. Fobn Barwick, p. 36, Englith
* Mr. Worthington. ed.
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father, whofe eftate was impaired by adhering to the king’s intereft,
being by that means unable to do much for him, his cheif fupPort at
firft was from the generofity of Dr. Henry Hammond ; for which he
afterwards expreffed his gratitude, in a very florid cpitaph, confecrated
to his memory®. In 1647 he was chofen a fcholar of the houfe, and tho
he was kindly treated by the mafter, Dr. Hill, and fkreened by him
from the refentment of fome of the fellows on account of his principles;
yet he continued fuch 2 royalift, that he would never take the covenant.
But afterwards having fubfcribed the ingagement, he repented of what
te bad done, and went back to the commiffioners to declare his diffa.
tisfaCtion, and got his name rafed out of the lift. In the year 1648 he
took the degree of batchelor of arts, and the year following was chofen
fellow of the college. But as thofe times were not favourable to men of
his fentiments, after his election he defigned the profeffion of phyfic,
and for fome years bent his ftudies that way, and particularly made a
great progrefs in anatomy, botanics, and chymiftry ; tho afterwards
thinking that profeffion not well confiftent with the oath he had taken,
when admited fellow, he quited medicine, and applied himfelf cheifly
to divinity, While he read Scaliger on Eufebius, he perceived the de-
pendence of chronology upon aftronomy, which put him upon the ftudy
of Ptolemy’s Almageff ; and finding that book and all aftronomy depend
on geometry, he applied himfelf to Euclide’s Elements, and from thence
was lead to the other antient mathematicians, till he had conquered all
the difficulties of that noble fcience by the force of his own genius and
indefatigable labour, Mr. John Ray being then the companion of his
ftudies . In the year 1652 he commenced mafter of arts, and upon the
12 of July the following year was incorporated in that degree at Oxford.
When Dr. Duport, the Greek profeffor at Cambridge, refigned the
chair, he recommended his pupil, Mr. Barrow, for his fucceflor, who
juftified the charater given of him by an excellent performance of his
probation exercife. But not having ‘intereft enough to carry the ele-
¢tion, Mr. Ralph Widdrington was chofen ; and that difappointment is
thought to have been the reafon, which induced Mr. Barrow to travel,

IN order to execute this defign he was obliged to fell his books.
And about the begining of June 1655 he left England, and went for
Paris. There he found his father attending the Englith court, and out
of his own fmall ftock made him a feafonable prefent. The fame
year his Euclide was printed at Cambridge, which he had left behind
him for that purpofe.  He continued in France the following winter,
and {ent the mafter and fellows of Trinity college an account of his VOy-
age in a poem, and fome curious and political obfervations in a letter,
both writen in Latin, and dated February the g the fame year, which
have been fince publifhed in his Opufcula®.  The infuing fpring pafiing

* Opufela, pag. 301. “ fafc in France.” My And agreeably to this
> Dr. Worthington's Letter to My, Hartlib, Mr. Barrow himfelf, in a Latin letter writen by
Feb. 14, 1654. MJ. Mr. Worthington. him to the mafter and fellows of Trinity college,

© Id. eid. June 5, 1655. I mention this the Cambridge, dated at Conftantinople 1Aug.1638,
rather, becaufe both Mr. Hill and Dr. Pope fais, Ultimo refiat, ut a wobis weniam implorem
placc itin 1654. But in that Jetter Dr.Worthing-  abfentiae ultra juffes triennii Limites excurrentis.
ton fais, ““Ihope Mr. Barrow by this time 35 & Pag. 317, and 351.
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i ith a defign to proceed to Rome, but
i gratn ;%o};znc;n?e“tsv%;%: rl?é lelltd the fa%our, Pand ,neglc&ed not the
EOPS ata ¢, to pc,rufe many books in the great duke’s library, arlm?c.l :en
« ihzzril'an%l of his medals, and to difcourfe thereon with M{).il'ti" 2:
« (an Englith gentleman *) the fame of whofe extraordinary 3111 :: hzsr :
: ﬁhat fort of lcarning had caufed the duke to invite him lto the urﬁ%i :
« of that great treafury of antiquity *.” While he was c; mscui)n{ae .
f knowledge, but ftraitened in his circumf{tances, prov‘; e:ncNIr _];};Ses
odi his favour by means of a young merchant in London, k. Jon
o IIL to whom he afterwards dedicated his edition of Euclide’s {]z_ a.
St?": rentleman very generoufly furnifhed him with money to fupport m;
; 1Illsiggtravcls ¢, By this unexpected ﬁ;pply 2::1 l::;si grﬁl:?)?lt)lrl;??gzi;g:r
ol is views ; fo that he not only con :
:)T:tn}‘i;xg; 1;revcnted from vii}titrllg R({mc (thch]i)lzlx:i 1;:; alrzgélge:; g:; n;?]f;
e plague, w 2
dtﬁrlc:(j' - vf?lel?ngyt;cg:; t?)c Wholl)c \?vintcr at Florence, he wentth bac6k
not.L._~ ot and from thence fet fail for Smyrna, November the A
to() ()lgOfII:; this voyage they were attacked by an Algenrxfi1 ’pl}:aile’ a\rflas
(Ii i the ingagement he kept his poft at the gun, to whicl fd\t}m
ooy dy By this he difcovered, that his natural courage continue ;
iﬁpo}:::;c. th)c; his difpofition for fighting had been long Eiltcred ;{an&
th:t he dreaded nothing fo much, as flavery, the mo}’c.fhoc 5 :ri; 1?:: ﬁfcd
brave and generous mind.  Therefore Dr. Pope fais, Wth e et
oy Why he did not go down into the hold, and leave the ; ::Icn €o
hm:};e thip t{, thofe, to whom it did belong ?” He rclt)phedl. 7 mt cl?tl'::‘
« cerned no man more than my felf, I would rathqxl' 1_a_\:ﬁ (;)e ' 'y ke,
« than to have fallen into the hands of thofe mercilefs 1 y ts b
o he met with a kind reception from the Englifh merchants,
Smy_rna 1e nful Bretton, upon whofe death he afterwards wrote a
part'lculi‘tr y cco From thence he failed up to Conftantinople, where 't_hc
e o ifl:gy " were fhewed him by Sir Thomas Bendifh, the Englifh
s cwdlthS nd Sir Jonathan Daws, with whom he contracted a freind-
en.lbaﬂahgrl,l aevcr afterwards continued. This voyage from Ligorn t(r)
b le he has defcribed in another Latin pocm yet ext:mt(i
Conﬁantl_noplc had been the fee of S. Chryfoftom, whom he prefere
Conﬁantmq} the other fathers, and read over all his works during hll;
g any: there, which was above a year, and longer than he wou
Comlm}]xa]}cn had not the circumftances of his affairs obliged him to
itavc';‘h(i)seaépears from his letter to the r}x;aﬁerﬁ 211;1d felllog;ss oft 01:;11?;(:?;
: ] idge nce Auguit the 1, 2 :
ot ?aﬁb:f;é:é -dztrfg gﬁ t\z}cﬁch hegfent them another Latin
S ;etuunﬁniﬂled’ as he faid, concerning the Turkifh rcllga.onz
wlir::]}’l m:y alfo be feen in his Opufculas. In that letter he acquaints

~

2 € Opufec. p. 302. d wv s
W, 1 § ) 3 ¢ . { his failin
s e e Hillsaccounn, which Dr. Pope ! Top- prgeite B:l[o?t;:t";’:m, thionit
(Thlfﬁ‘:ken as to fay, that upon the recom-  from Ligorn i ;\f c6enma G 2 (636, O-
?naesn;a:?:n of l\ir. Fitton the duke 'invited ll,k*li- tﬁf&'ig!::egouistot kags B3 5 above a year in
Barrow to accept of that office, Life of Seth L. 'tI' ky, 2s M. Hill tells us he di'd, and is mani-
EP < ﬂ{}sa%‘:r{j\ix}:.gt:)itid Auguit 5, 1656. M. feft fr;m his own letter cited above.
r. W : ' £ Pag. 227.
. Worthington. q S

X Life ongctb. L. Bp. of Saliftury, p-136. them,
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them, that he had difpofed of his affairs in a proper manner for his re-
turn, and hoped to be with them in about a year’s time 2. According-
ly he went to Venice by fea, where, fo foon as he was landed, the fhip
took fire, and was confumed with all the goods, but none of the per-
fons were hurt, Leaving Venice he made the tour of Germany and
Holland, and fo came back to England in the year 1659, as he pro-
pofed. The time being now come, at which the fellows of Trinity
college are obliged cither to take orders, or quit the college (which is
feven years after they have taken the degree of mafter of arts) he got
himfelf epifcopally ordained by bifhop Brownrigg. And foon after the
reftoration he was chofen Greek profeflor at Cambridge, without any
compétitor, upon the refignation of Mr. Ralph Widdrington.  His ora-
tion fpoken on that occafion is preferved in his works®. = When he firft
entcred upon this province, he defigned to have read upon the Tragedies
of Sophocles, but altering his intention he made choice of Ariftotle’s
Rbetoricc.  Thofe leGtures were afterwards borrowed by fome freind,
who never returned them; otherwife they might probably have been
publithed. The year following, which was 1661, he took the degree
of batchelor in divinity.

THE death of Mr. Rooke, which had been a great lofs to learning
in general, and particularly to Grefham college, was happily made up
there by Mr. Barrow, who was chofen to fucceed him, as §cometry pro-
feffor, on the 16 of July 1662, by the recommendation of Dr. Wilkins.
In his Latin oration, previous to his leGtures (which is publithed in his
Opufcula*) after an handfom encomium upon the founder of the college,
Sir Thomas Grefham, he has given a very juft and commendable chara-
Cer of feveral of the former profefforsc. -~ While he continued in this
ftation, he not only difcharged the duty of it with great diligence and
approbation ; but likewife officiated for Dr. Pope, the aftronomy pro-
feflor, during his abfence abroad. Among other of his letures, feveral
were upon the projection of the fphere, and, as Mr. Sherburne fais, pre-~
pared for the prefsf; but thefe alfo having been lent out, were never
afterwards recovered. The fame year, 1662, he wrote an Epithala-
mium upon the marriage of king Charles and queen Catharine in Greek
verfe®.  And about this time he was offered a living of good value ; but
the condition annexed, of teaching the patrori’s fon, made him refufe
it, astoo like a fimoniacal contraét. Upon the 20 of May 1663 he was
clected a fellow of the royal fociety, in the firft choice made by the
council after their charter. And July the 1 5 infuing his unkle, Dr,
Ifaac Barrow, to whofe advice and direGion in his younger ycars he had
always recourfe, being now created bithop of Man, he preached the
confecration fermon at Weftminfter abbey, which may be feen among

* As by the affiftance of that letter I have > Opufeula, p. 100.
been inabled to fetdle the courfe of his travels in ¢ Dr. Worthington to Mr. Hartlib, O&. 21,
a clearer manner, than has been done heretofore ; _1661. M/ Mr. \%Jorlhington.
I fhall for that reafon infert it in the Appendix,| 4 Pag. go.
N. x. thoithas been publifhed already by Dr. © See it in the Appendix, Number x.
Derham, in the Pbilofophical letters betaveen My,! ! Appendix to Manilius, p. 112.
Ray and bis correfpondents : London 1718. oftave. & Opxfe. p. 275.

his
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Lucas
is pri *. The fame year®, the executors of Henry
s ernti(;vf;:;'rl ?);S his appointment fettled 2 mathematical lcétu_rﬁ.az
chmll;c_d ¢, Mr. Barrow by the affiftance of his good freind Dr.\ﬁ’xl mr
Sri?c;:oﬁar; the firft profefior, and entereddup?r} that provmccii t ;;e f}:saa
1 he better to fecure the end of fo generous and u
i_bllogz:tr;g;‘ }?:(tio:)l:;ccaie, that himfelf and fucceflors thould be })Ipl{nd
ouln ¢ e)arly to the univerfity ten writen leCtures. He w:as; alfo hui;_;
:ci)tczaro tZke the charge of the Cottonian hblc'laxt:y, l’;ll;t up(‘)in trial a t}::; ; 2
i n
ther to fettle at Cambridge; and for that end, upo
2? 1\511;;{‘1 (:Z:;, he refigned his profeflorfhip at Grefham college.

his Expofitions on the Creed, Lord’s Prayer,
- lthecye:;a; g(a)?ri]:z;:;ztcwhicﬁo—i a tafk injoined him by .the co}—
g loili‘n, obliged by the ftatutes to compofe fome thco]ogxcalld dif-
lch,f 5 x%hich “as he fais, {o took up his thoughts, that he cou]. f}r)m(;
co;} f s ly them to any other matter®. The fame year werc publi hc
;naisl zegil;n);s opticae, which he dedicated It_? Robert l;axgc;ad}ri?g 3; l(:i—s
ircs, the executors of Mr. ucas, as the
::Es.ltgtl;;lr: Cfc'l;‘;irg;é ;c&urcs being fent to the (licarn::d .Mgc_liglgcs] (ir:(-i
i . ] athematics at St. Andrew’s-in nd,
Ol’lcf dP ?fehﬁi: olfletgicve!: the following charatter of the author in a l[?tl}
6 eM 4 johr; Collins ; “ Mr. Barrow in his Opticks fheweth him cl
Efrau:nof{ fubtil geometer, fo that I thlink hl?l ﬁilgerg:mt; ;I:Z; It}lzt? I:::;r
o . I long exceedingly to fee his : A
w if 100_1‘!;21(; li)g?:gufcll hz%vc fom notions upon that fame gb)e& b);
> Pecml intreat you to fend them to mee prefently, as they CO;?
& from the prefle, for I efteem the author more then yee can eafilie
from' (’;P’ Bu; when his Geometricae leétiones, which were publifh-
Pl 6770, had been fome time in the world, having heard of
i yca}x; ; thd, read and confidered them throughly, except Mr.
o fcfv, v‘cfl I?/Ir Slufius of Liege, the little relith thag fuch thmg_s met
chgo;;c]and to loofen him more from thofe {peculations, and highten
w:ltb’ C.pi to the ftudies of morality and divinity. . For with a view to
o attcntloh had, on the 8 of November, refigned his mathematical chair
i dcﬁgn_d ee to his learned freind and fucceffor, Mr. Ifaac Newton,
o Camb? : s, and fellow of the fame college, who revifed his Optic
e obcf:':)r:c’thcy went to the prefs; and, as he mgenuopﬂy a‘cknow-
{cgggs’corrc&ed fome things, and added othersc. He likewife owns
€ 2

his obligations upon that occafion

* Vol. 1, Serm. x11. sigecs
b ‘B"y a miftake of the print in Dr. _Polpc&s L; z:
of Setb L. Bp. of Salifbury, p- 135, t}mC‘Z ure
{aid to have been founded in t'hc year 1 91:: .
€ Letter to Mr. 7"?’, Collins, dat. on Eafte
e 1669. M/. Mr. Jones.
Ev‘ Dau.929 January 1670. M/ 1d. o
© Praef. ad. Le&t. optic. Inaletter wm:cg6 Yy
Mr. Barrow to Mr. John Collins, July 20,1 a;
he acquaints him, thata freind of his had br:ug
him fome papers, wherein he had fetdown *“ me-
+¢ thods of calculating the dimenfions of magni-
«¢ tudes, like that of Mr. Mercator for the hyper-
. bola,’ but very general ; as alfo of refolving

to another of his intimate freinds,

“¢ equations : ™ which he promifes to fend him.
And accordingly he did fo, as appears from ano-
ther letter, dated the 31 of that montl}. And in
a third letter of the zo Avgult following he fais,
I am glad my freind's papers give you fo
< much fatisfattion ; his name is Mr. Newt9n,
““ a fellow of our college, and very young, being
“¢ but the fecond year maﬂ;r of ﬁar.ts; but :}t; :;;
5t rdi nius, and proficiency in :

o :hn:;” nstrzcg:mmzrc. epiff. D. Fo. Collmf et
aliorum, De analyfi promota, pag. 6s, .66,-whxch
was publifhed to vindicate the aathor’s tight to
this difcovery, when claimed afterwards by Mr.
Leibnitz: Lond. 1722. oftavo.

Lt M.



162 GEOMETRY PROFESSORS.

Mr. John Collins, who had been very ferviceable to him in their publi-
cation. And indeed it was cheifly owing to the intereft that gentleman
had with him, that he was prevailed on to publith moft of his mathe..
matical works. From whom when he heard by a letter, that an ac.
count of his Optic and Geometrical lecTures was defigned to be printed i
the Philofophical Tranfactions; he fhews by his anfwer, how cautioys
he was, that nothing might be faid to recommend them to the reader,
« Concerning the character ( fais he ) which you fpeake of, of my
“ bookes, I fhall efteem myfelf obliged to you, if you will effe®, that
*“ there be nothing faid of them in the Philofiphical reports, beyond a
fhort and fimple account of their fubje&. I pray let there be no.
¢ thing in commendation, or difcommcndation, of them ; but let them
take their fortune, or fate, pro captu lectoris. Any thing more will
“ caufe me difpleafure, and will not do them, or me, any good?,”

Uron quiting his Lucafian profeflorthip he was only a fellow of Tri.
nity college, till his unkle, then bithop of St. Afaph, gave him a fmall
fine cure in Wales; and Dr. Ward, bithop of Salitbury, who highly
eftcemed him, a prebend in that church : the profits of both which he
beftowed in charity, and parted with them, o foon as he became ma.
fter of his college. In the year 1670 he was created door in divinity
by mandate, and upon the promotion of D, John Pearfon, mafter of
Trinity college, to the fee of Chefter, he was appointed to fucceed him
in his mafterfhip by the king’s patent, bearing date the 1 3 of Febru-
ary 1672, and was admited the 27 of the fame month. ~ When his
majefty advanced him to this dignity, he was pleafed to fay, ke bad
given it to the beft feholar in England; which chara&er of him was
not taken up by report, but the doétor being then his chaplain, the king
had often done him the honour to difcourfe with him ; and in his faceo
tious way ufed to call him an unfair preacker, becaufe he exhaufted
every fubject, and left no room for others to come after him. The
patent having been drawn for him, as it had for fome others, with
a permiffion to marry, he got that claufe crafed, thinking it not agree-
able with the ftatutes, from which he defired np difpenfation ®, Being
thus fettled to his mind, and the height of his withes, he concerned him-
{elf with every thing, that might be for the intereft of the college, ex-
cufed fome allowances made to his predeceflors, and earneftly promoted
the affair of building a library, which was begun in his mafterthip <,
And in the year 1675 he was chofen vicechancellor of the univerfity.,
In the mean time he abated nothing of his ftudies in order to increafe
his ftock of fermons, and finith his treatife Of zbe pope’s fupremacy, in
which he was then ingaged.  He underftood popery (as the ingeni-
*“ ous writer of his life fais) both at home and abroad ; he had nar-
“ rowly obferved it militant in England, triumphant in Italy, difguif-
¢ ed in France; and had earlier apprehenfions, than moft others, of
“ the approaching danger, and would have appeared with the forward-

* Dat. 23 April 1670. M/. Mr. Jones. the original patent, which is now in the hands

* Dr. Pope fais, he chofe rather to be at the of the ear] of Oxford, having a blank occafioned
expenc of double fees, and procure 2 new patent by the erafement. Mr, Baler.

without the marrying claufe. Life of Seth, L. ¢ Camden's Britann. P- 484, ed. 162z0.
Bp. of Salifbury, p.1 5- But this is 2 miflake,
€< Cﬂ:
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< eft in a needful time.” But being invited to preach the Paffion fer-
mon onfthe 13 of April 1677 at Guildhall chapel, he never preached but
once more, falling fick of a fever, of which he died on the 4 of May
infuing, and was buried in Weftminfter abbey ; where his freinds ere&-
ed a monument to his memory, in the fouth wing, againft the weft
wall, with his buft of white marble on the top, and the following in-
fcription on the front, drawn up by his much efteemed freind, Dr.
John Mapletoft.
ISAACVS BARROW
S. T.P, REGI CAROLO IT A SACRIS
VIR PROPE DIVINVS ET VERE MAGNVS SI QVID MAGNI HABENT
PIETAS PROBITAS FIDES SVMMA ERVDITIO PAR MODESTIA
MORES SANCTISSIMI VNDEQYAQYE ET SVAVISSIMI
GEOMETRIAE PROFESSOR LONDINI GRESHAMENSIS
GRAECAE LINGVAE ET MATHESEOS APVD CANT ABRIGIENSES SVOS
CATHEDRAS OMNES ECCLESIAM GENTEM ORNAVIT
COLLEGIVM §S. TRINITATIS PRAESES ILLVSTRAVIT
IACTIS BIBLIOTHECAE VERE REGIAE FVNDAMENTIS AVXIT
OPES HONORES ET VNIVERSVM VITAE AMBITVM
AD MAIORA NATVS NON CONTEMPSIT SED RELIQVIT SECVLO
DEVM QVEM A TENERIS COLVIT CVM PRIMIS IMITATVS EST
PAVCISSIMIS EGENDO BENEFACIENDO QVAM PLVRIMIS
ETIAM POSTERIS QVIBVS VEL MORTVVS CONCIONARI NON DESINIT
CAETERA ET PAENE MAIORA EX SCRIPTIS PETI POSSVNT
ABI LECTOR ET AEMVLARE
OBIIT IV DIE MAII ANN. DOM, MDCLXXVII AETAT.SVAE XLVII
MONVMENTVM HOC AMICI POSVERE.

He was but low of ftature, lean, of a pale complexion, and fomewhat
fhort fighted ; but very ftrong, healthy, and brave. He could never
be prevailed on to fit for his picture ; but fome of his freinds found means
to get it taken without his knowledge, while they diverted him with
fuch difcourfe, as ingaged his attention”. I mention this circumftance
the rather, becaufe I perceive it efcaped Mr. Hill, who fais: “ His
« picturc was never made from the life, and the effigies on his tomb
« does little refemble him.” One remarkable inftance of his firength,
as well as courage, is this: Going out of a freind’s houfe one morning,
before an huge and furious maftif was chained up, as he ufed to be all
day, the dog flew at him; but he catched the dog by the throat, and
after much ftruggling bore him to the ground, and held him there, till
the people could rife, and part them. A neglet of his perfon and drefs
always continued with him, and he was very frec in the ufe of tabacco,
which he ufed to call mavpagparmy, beleiving it helped to compofe and
regulate his thoughts. But doubtlefs the fedatenefs of his mind, clofe
attention to his fubje&, and unwearied purfuit of it, till he conquered
all its difficulties, joined with a great natural fagacity and folid judge-
ment, were the true fecret, why he thought fo juftly, and wrote with
that great accuracy and clearnefs. He tranfcribed his fermons four or
five times over, his greateft difficulty being always to pleafe himfclf.

* This picture was painted by Mrs. Beale, and is now in the poffeflion of James Weft efquire.
And
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And therefore Monfieur Le Clerc, fpeaking of his fermons, fais : Les fir-
mons de cet auteur font plitét des traitez, ou des differtations exattes, que
des fimples barangues pour plaire 2 la multitude. “Si I on ' aveit réfolu
de f¢ tenir dans les bornes de fimple biflorien, on diroit, que I on n’ a point
encore v de [ermonaire comparable & cet auteur®. But they need no
other encomium, after the charater given of them by the learned and
Judicious editor®, in his preface, that  their own excellency and elo-
““ quence will praife them beft.” He took a large compafs n his ftu-
dies, and had not only gained a general acquaintance with all parts of
{olid learning, but particularly excelled in the mathematics, So that a
very good judge fais of him : “ He may be efteemed, as having fhewn a
““ compafs of invention equal, if not fuperior, to any of the moderns,
¢ Sir Ifaac Newton only excepted©.” Nor did he neglect the ftudy of
philology, being exceedingly well fkilled in the Greek language, and
much inclined to Latin poetry, with which he frequently diverted him-
{clf, many performances of that kind being extant in his Opufcula. But
for fatyrs, he wrote none ; his wit was pure, and peaceable ; and he was
a great enemy to the modern plays, thinking them a principle caufe of
the debauchery of thofe times *. ~ But notwithftanding the courfe he had
taken himfelf, he gave it as his opinion, that general fcholars did more
pleafe themfelves; but thofe, who profecuted particular fubjects, did
more fervice to others.  And indeed his unfixed ftate, for a good part of
his life, did in 2 manner neceffarily carry him to a variety of purfuits, till
at length he came to fettle in divinity. ~And for this his temper of mind,
as well as inclination, feemed more particularly to fuit him. For he
was calm and fedate, always contented with his condition, not deprefled
by adverfity, nor elevated in profperity ; fteady and conftant in his devo-
tion, beneficent to the neceflitous, could reatgn cooly with the learned,
and fuit his difcourfe to the lefs knowing; and was very communicative
to all, who defired his affiftance, which unh:}ppily proved in fome in-
ftances a prejudice to the public, by the lofs o many of his papers, that
were lent and never returned. Among which, befides thofe already
mentioned, may be reckoned his Perfpeitive leffures, which in a letter
to Mr. John Collins<, he tells him, that he had then fent him to per-
ufe. He left little behind him, but books; which were o well chofen,
that they fold for more, than they coft. The manufcripts of his own
compofing were intrufted to the care of Dr. John Tillotfon (afterwards
archbifbop of Canterbury) and Abraham Hill efquire, with a power to
print fuch of them, as they thought proper. Andin how faithful a
manner this truft was exccuted, may be feen by the preface before his
Englifh works. He printed only two fermons himfelf, namely, TZhe
duty and reward of bounty to the poor *; and another, Upon the paffion of
our Blefled Saviour®, which he did not live to fee publithed. But feve-
ral mathematical treatifes writen by him were printed during his life, as
will appear by the following account of his woris.

* Bibliotheque univerfelle, Tom. 111, P-325. ¢ Dat. 11 O&tober 1670. M/. Mr. Jones.

® Dr. Tillotfon. f Preached at the Spittal upon Wednefday in
€ Pref. to Pemberton's ¥ipqw of Sir If. New- Eafter week 1671.  See Vol. 1, Serm. xxx1.
ten's Philofophy. & See Vol. 1, Serm. xxx11.

¢ Mr. Hill in his Lifz.
1. Buclidss
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1. Euclidis Elementa : Cantabrigiae 1655, ef faepius, o&tavo.

This was afterwards tranflated into Englith, and publithed, London
1660, etc. oltavo.

2. Euclidis Data: Cantabrigiae 1657. oQavo,

This was fubjoined to the Elements in {ome following editions.

3. Lectiones opticae xvi11, Cantabrigiae in fcholis publicis babitae,
in quibus opticorum phaenomenwn genuinae rationes invefiigantur et expo-
nuntur : Londini 1669. quarto.

An zaccount of this %ook is publithed in the Philofophical tranfaitions,
N.rxxv, p.2258, September 1671.

4. Leitiones geometricae X111, in quibus pracfertim generalia linearum
curvarum [ymptomata declarantur : Londini 1670. quarto.

An account of this book is publifhed in the fame ‘;rayaﬂion, p- 2260;
with An addition of fome corollaries communicated by the author, belong-
ing to the fecond problem of his third appendix to the twelfth lelure.
Thefe leCtures were firft printed feparately from the former upon optics,
but afterwards in the years 1672 and 1674, they were publifhed toge-
ther, tho, I fuppofe, not reprinted, but only a new title page prefixed
to them; for otherwife the addition of thofe corollaries now mentioned
would doubtlefs have been inferted.

5. Archimedis opera, Apollonii conicorum libri 1v, Theodofsi [fpbae-
rica, methodo nova illufirata, et fuccinile demonfirata : Londini 1675.

uarto.

. As to the Lemmata of Archimedes publifhed in this volume, it is faid
in the preface : Latine nunc ea leguntur ex duplici verfione ; altera quidem
viri doltiffimi obannis Gravii, quae cum animadverfionibus pauculis
Sam. Fofteri, praeleétoris Grefhamenfis, feculi bujufce devergentis anno 59
Londini prodiit ; mox altera Abrabams Ecchelenfis, quam fuis annotatis
illuftravit, atque adeo Florentiae edidit, egregius mathematicus Alf. Bo~
rellus. An account of this work may be feen in the Pbilofophical trar{-
aétions, N. cx1v, p.314, May 1675. And the copy of all the books
of Archimedes publifhed in it, except the fecond book De aequiponde-
rantibus, the two books De infidentibus bumids, the Lemmata, and the
book De arenae numero, writen in Dr. Barrow’s own hand, in one
o&favo volume, and the four books of Apollonius in another volume in
quarto, are repofited in the library of the royal fociety *.

Thefe which follow, were publifhed after his deceafe.

1. Leétio, in qua Theoremata Archimedis de [phaera et cylindro, per
methodum indivifibilium invefligata, ac breviter demonfirata, exhibentur :
Londini 1678. duodecimo.

This was writen in Englifh, but foon after the author’s death being
turned into Latin, was fubjoined to the editions of Euclide’s Elementa
et Data.

2. Mathematicae lectiones, babitae in [cholis publicis academiac Canta-
brigienfis, an. Dom. 1664, 5, 6, etc. Londini 1683. otavo.

Thefec were fome of his Lucafian leCtures; to which the editor, Mr.
George Wells, has prefixed the author’s Oratio praefatoria, made at the
opening of them.

* Inthe Caralogi librovum manuferiptorum An- are thus imperfe@ly defcribed : J/aacus Barroaw,
gliae etc. printed at Oxford, thefe two manuferipts  ix Apollonii Pergaei Conica, 3Vol. Tom. 11, p. 84.
Uu 2. T be
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3- The works of the learned Yaac Barrow, D. D. late mafier of Tri-
nity college in Cambridge (being all bis Englifb works) in three volumes s
London 1683, etc, folio.

The firlt volume contains,

Thirty two fermons on bfweral occafions.

A brief expofition of the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Decalogue, and
the doérine of the facraments.

A treatife of the pope’s Jupremacy.

A diftourfe of the unity of faith.

The fecond volume contains,
Sermons and expofitions on all the articles of the Apoftles creed.
The third volume contains,

Forty five fermons upon feveral occafions.

Thefe three volumes were publithed by Dr. John Tillotfon, after-
wards archbifthop of Canterbury. And to the firft of them is prefixed
Some account of the Iife of Dr. Ijaac Barrow, writen by Abraham Hill
efquire,

4. YJaaci Barrow S S.T. profeffiris Opufiula, viz. determinationes,
conciones ad clerum, orationes, poemata, etc. Volumen quartum ; Loz-
dini 1687. folio.

This is called Polumen quartum, as it was printed after the three
Englith volumes in fofio. Tt is dedicated by his father, Mr, Thomas
Barrow, to Dr. Montague the mafter, and the fenior fellows of Trinity
college in Cambridge.,  And the Differtatiuncula de feftertio, pPag. 356,
was reprinted the fame year in the Philofophical tranfactions,” N, cxc,
p- 383.

5. There are two letters writen by him to Mr. Willughby, and
printed in the Philofophical letters between Mr. Ray and bis correfpon-
dents, p. 360, 362, upon the following fubjes.

The former, dated March 26, 1662, contains the method, whereby
Monf. Robervell was faid to have demonfirated the equality of a Jpiral line
with a parabola. And in that letter he fignifies his intention of reading
lectures upon Archimedes De aequiponderantibus ; but whether he after.
wards executed that defign, or not, I cant fay.

In the latter, dated O&ober 5, 1665, he approves of My. Willughby's
difcourfe, infering the Solidity of the fphere from the Jfurface, by comparing
the concentrical furfaces of the fphere with the parallel arches of the cone
and acquaints bim with bis own method of doing it.

William Jones efquire having communicated to me feveral curious
papers of Dr. Barrow, writen in his own hand, T thought the following
thort account of them might not be unacceptable to the public,

1. A Latin volume in guarto, wherein are contained,

Compendium pro tangentibus determinandss.
Aequationum confiruétio per conicas Jectiones.
Aequationum conftrutio geometrica,
Azz'z'tammta de curvis.

Thefe tracts feem to have been writen before the publication of his
Lectiones geometricae,

2. Theorema
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2. Theorema generale ad lineis curvis tangentes, et curvarum figurarum
greas, per motum determinandas. folio, half a fheet.

3. Letters to Mr. John Collins upon various mathematical fubjeéts,
from which feveral extraé&s have been inferted in the life.

Concerning parabolical conoids. 'Without a date.

Rettifying a miftake of Mr. Collins, concerning the parallel feitions of
the cubical parabolical conoid. 'Without a date.

Rules to compute the portions of a fphere or [pheroid. September g,
1664.
zg chara&ter of Mengolus's Elementa geometriae {peciofae, with whom
be is difpleafed for bis affectation of new definitions, and uncough terms.
November 12, 1664.

He thanks bim for a catalogue of mathematical ooks, which be f[ent
bim. Gives a charatter of Alfled's Admiranda mathematica, which be
thinks a work of no great importance. November 29, 1664.

Concerning @ parabolical conoid, cut parallel to the axis. January 9,
1664.

About printing bis Archimedes, Apollonius, azd Theodofius; as alfo
a new edition of bis Euclide. March 3, 16635.

Concerning the area of the common byperbola, found by logarithms. Fe-
bruary 1, 1666.

Containing a varicty of rules relating fo the circle and byperbola,
awith theorems concerning the curve furfaces of conoids and Spberoids.
March 6, 1667.

A continuation of much the fame fubjesf. March 26, 1668.

A further continuation of the fame fubjedt. May 14, 1668.

Concerning the linea fecantinm, With two papers : one of the figure of

ecants and tangents, applied to the arch, or radius; the other concerning
the ciffoidal fpace. March 13, 1668.

Concerning the publication of bis LeQiones opticac. Dat. Eafter Eve
1669.

Sgnds bim fome few things to be inferted in bis LeGtiones geometricae,
which were then printing. March 29, 1670.

Concerning the publication of thofe leftures. April 23, 1670.

Sends bim bis Apollonius and Perfpeive leCtures, Oéfober 11, 1670.

of his anceftors, Henry
s an alderman of Lon-

Henry the eighth, and di
purchafed the manour of St.
a daughter named Margaret, who

Savil*; and departing this life in 1580 he_left the manour at Chefhunt

* Or DACRS. Y Aihen. Ox. V. 1, ¢ 468.




