NEWS FLASH, 16 AUG 2020

PREPARE FOR LIKELIHOOD OF STATEWIDE
ROTATING OUTAGES
[AUG 16 / 2:18 PM] The California Independent System Operator (CA ISO) issued
a statewide Flex Alert, a call for voluntary electricity conservation, beginning today
and extending through Wednesday. The Flex Alerts are in effect from 3 pm to 10
pm each day.
A persistent, record-breaking heat wave in California and the western states is
causing a strain on supplies, and consumers should be prepared for likely rolling
outages during the late afternoons and early evenings through Wednesday. There
is not a sufficient amount of energy to meet the high amounts of demand during the
heatwave.
Consumers can actively help by shifting energy use to morning and nighttime hours
and conserving as much energy as possible during the late afternoon and evening
hours.

3 pm to 10 pm is the most critical time of day because although temperatures
remain high, solar production is falling due to the setting sun.
Extended periods of heat can also cause generator equipment failures that can
lead to additional, serious losses of power
CA ISO recognizes that reducing energy use during the hot time of the day is a
hardship, especially for those working form home or with children schooling at
home. However, if a large number of consumers do their part in small ways,
conservation can make a difference.
CA ISO recommends the following between the hours of 3 to 10 pm: [1] set air
conditioning thermostats to 78 degrees, if health permits, [2] defer use of major
appliances, [3] turn off unnecessary lights, [4] unplug unused electrical devices, [5]
close blinds and drapes, [6] use fans when possible, and [7] limit time the
refrigerator door is open.
Consumers can also take steps to prepare for the flex Alert by doing the following
before 3 pm: [1] charge electrical vehicles, [2] charge mobile devices and laptops,
[3] run dishwashers, washing machines, and other major appliances, and [4] set
pool pumps to run in the early morning or late at night.
For more information on Flex Alerts, please visit CA ISO's Flex Alert website at
http://www.flexalert.org/.
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