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A privateer team machine that took Baja gold

there’s no greater achievement in North America

than the Baja. Thousands enter, and only hundreds
finish. Those that do finish are usually big money teams
backed by corporate sponsorships with lots of money in
spare parts and chase teams, bacause a lot can go wrang
in the brutal 631 mile-long course. A week before the race,
we met up with Duncan Racing's Baja team to do a photo-
shoot and test with the machine, and they then proceeded
to dominate the 450cc Pro Class. So here's a look inside
the team- the effort, the machine, and the faces behind
the trophy!

T he Baja 1000...when you talk about off-road racing,

ATV Action: What were the points you focused on when
building the 450R7

Duncan: The first thing is to finish the race. To win, you
must finish. We wanted to get as much power as possible,
but not break down. We've raced over 15,000 miles with
no issues. A lot of time went into madifying the motor,
using our HP4 kit with a Baja cam,

ATV Action: What went into the motor?

Duncan: It's an HP4 kit with our Baja cam. We kept the
low end on a stringent maintenance schedule. We kept
hour meters and logs on everything. Since the majority of
the power comes from the top end, we kept the stroke
stock for reliability. For Baja, we ran a 12:1 compression
ratio with a Baja X2 cam, which is considerably more
aggressive than an HRC cam. We try to smother our cus-
tomers with the best customer service we can, When you
buy a Duncan product, you get free tech support for life.

Team Christy contracted Duncan Racing to bulld the most elite
450R possible, and they've done it. Taking home the win in the 450
pro class at the 2008 Baja 1000 sure proves what a team and its
machine are capable ofl This 450R has every trick bit you can buy,
and then some.
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ATV Action: What about the suspension and chassis?

Duncan: The chassis is beefed up and reinforced. We
always use Roll Design suspension, because their results
are so impressive. Roll Design stuff is strong and they
have so many applications available. We were very
pleased with Elka this year. They came out to do some
testing with us, and we got them down perfectly. We put
our shocks on a strict maintenance schedule, because the
shock internals and oil wear out over time.

ATV Action: How reliable Is the machine, and what oid it

cost?

Duncan: | would have to calculate it out, but the total
cost would be over $20,000. There are so many spare
parts Cralg's team carries that you could nearly bulild
another machine out of them. The maching is extremely
reliable. | don't think wa‘va ever had a Roll Design suspen- -
sion part break, and we've had guys put over 500 hours
on one of these motors. | would in no way recommend it, =
but we've seen it happen. | hope the price doesn't scare
people off, because there are a lot of classes and other p
types of racing that are much cheaper. BITD, SCORE, 7
WORCS and others are much easler to ﬁmﬂ. /f
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Mot anly is this mnd—:lne fost and tough, it's beautiful as well, Who
wouldn't want to show this baby off? Every lost plece on this quad
has been redone, from the seat, to the lighting, to the cables and
hoses.




Jumping the 450R i o breere, even though it's much heav-
ier than stock The Elke wapention works flawlessly, and
it's actwally controllable in the air.
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long, that history basically tells the story. We've won a
lot of races in the past. That's not to say that other peo-
ple don't put cut an amazing product, but we've just
had great success with what we use.

ATV Action: What is avallable to the public, and what
isn't?

Duncan: Every part on the machine is available to the
public. The only time | don’t make the part available is
when | make a test part or prototype. Everything | put
into our race machines is 100 percent available to the
public, and we race what we sell.

ATV Action: How much time was invested in pre-run-
ning, testing, and getting the feam ready for Baja?

Duncan: We spent close to 100 hours on the
machine, and getting the pre-runners ready. |would
guess that the whole team easily has 400 plus hours
invested in the race. It's not easy, and it takes time. We
just built the quad, and we've spent alot of time. F1
racing has 400 people working on one car. We're not
near that level, but you could spend 35 hours on tires.
We could take four guys and work all year round just to
race Baja. There's just that much to do. 2

Trail tech lighting leads the way in the dark parts of the race,
while DRI bumpers and Roll Designs arms beef up the front end
o bit. The Elka suspension is made stiff enough to take the big
hits of Baja, but not too stiff as to tire the riders out.

FIII:IEFV EPDNEDHS
..Craig Christy, Steve Abrago, Jason Wade,
Dau& 5::::11 ..Jarrl_.r Hernandez, Robin Fawcett

Race Tharn ..Team Christy
Builder... _Duncan Fbamng International
Spanm HGEAH Gha.rtars Rock Star, PWR Radiators,

“ElkaSuspension, Vortex Ignitions, GPR Stabilizer,

Fat Boy 4 Exhausts, DWT, ITP Tires, Cycle Gear, Tire Balls

Chief Mechanic... Leonard Duncan

Logistics.............. ...Beau MNeilsson
MAE‘HINE

Qua EDUE Honda TRX 450R

Quad waight o ,35!:! Ib.

Framemode ... ... setsiassimmssssams s LNPA
MOTOR

Motor Mods .........DRI National 450cc Kit (Includes Fat Boy 4

Complete Stainless Exhaust System, DRI Head Port,

SERDI Valve Seat Machining, JE Piston, Cam, Valves
wiTitanium Retainers, Valve Spnings, 5/8 Valves, Guides)
Porting.......... DRI Head Port {w/ SERDI valve seat machining)
included in MATIOMAL Kit

Piston .. DRI 450cc 12:1 by JE Pistons
Ignition/timing . Vortex X10 Programmable CDI
rk plug/gap .. .NGK IFR3H11

Valves/cam ..0ORI HP Iuda's BIIIat XZE Ea;a Camshaft,
HD Valve Springs, Guides, Valve Kit) included in
TIOMAL Kit

Crankshaft........ ...DRl modified w/knife rod
Carburator & rnods DFII FGH 40mm Carburator Kit
Airbox/filter/oil .....'08 Stock Air Box/Pro Design Pro Flam
W
Exhaust.................Fat 4 HQ Complete Stainless Exhaust
wlth DRI Custom Annduzad Blue Muffler As
Fuel...... NP C1
4-stroke oi ma Prarrllw'n 4 10w30
DRIVE SYSTEM
Clutch basket/plates/springs .......................Hinson Basket /
DRI Clutch #DR-C14
Transmission/oil ............... I'-.-'Iaxnma Premiurm 4-10w30
Chainflube............... o ...Maxima Chain Wax
Sprockets ... ke e ...Sunstar
Gaurlng fir... Rk . 15/38
Chain .. ... Tsubaki Omaga 0- -Ring
FROMNT END
A-arms/width .. ....oll Design MX Lobo IlA-Arms / 50*

with 4-1 offsat rims
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Swingarm/length ... ...Aoll Design / + 1/2"
Rear axle/width/carrier ... . Team Axle/49°/
TEAM Taperad Bearing Garﬂerf'l'aam ‘Anti Fade Axle Lock Mut
Rear shock/wheel travel ... ...Elka Elite (w/Elka Linkage)
'I'IHES;"W HEELSK HLIES
cereemeneneered TP XGT/ITP XCT with Tire Balls
Tira aﬁu f.lfr voresseennnns BN TX10/22%11x9

Tire pressure f/r u B psi/G psi
Whagr: fifr..... DWT Fratpgentgrs
Beadlocks f/r v LI
Reinforcing rings/location. Hubs f/r OEM/TEAM
Egﬂﬁ 1 ..OEM
al | e b SRR e R e
Pads......ccouens oo Gallfer
Rotors ............ ... Galfer Wave
Brake lines...............Crown Series Steel Braided Maxima 550
Hﬂ.NDLEEIAFtS;‘ GDNTFIDLE
Handlahmfbu .TAG T2/CR HI
Handguards.... wenee POWEMAD
Throttle ............. Motion Pro Vortex
CIRIECHT ISR ..o s et sy Works Connection
gl;'hhﬂ....““.... .................. Mation Pro
P e s R R R e e R
Tather Kill SWIEh........cccouimnnimimisessss.PIO Dasign
MISCELLANEDLIS
Lights.... 'ﬁ'all Tech customized by DRI
Front humper."gmh bar ... ...DR Chrome Front bumper’
Ftnll Dmgn Grab Bar
Stldplms o i s ks A g e s ME
o7 e A RO R R R T R e ad Tech
Tank ... .IMS Tank with IMS Dry Brakes
Body phsﬁr:. b ..OEM
Foolpegs....... ROl Design wi Roll Heel Guards
OTHER SPEEML SEI' UPE

* DRI Graphics Kit and Seat Cover
* DRI Cluick Change Clutch Cover
* DR Parking Brake Block Off

* DR Chain Guard

* DRI Frame Modifications



