Steven J. Schmidt
Singer/Songwriter/Guitarist
www.stevenjschmidt.net

There could be no better title for this CD (“Heartland”). With these songs, Steven has courageously opened up his heart and invited
the listeners to experience an amazing reflection on some of the highest and lowest moments in his life. His guitar work is
extraordinary; embracing the sad whimsy of a Nick Drake and the creative fury of a Leo Kottke. It is a perfect CD for anyone who
enjoys great guitar and great stories."
Ken Onstad, President - New Folk Records/Loud Folk Records
https://www.discogs.com/label/240546-New-Folk-Records
https://myspace.com/loudfolkrecords

Steven J. Schmidt... a talented guitarist and gentle, introspective lyricist.
Jeff Pieters, Rochester Post-Bulletin
Rochester, Minnesota

The audience engagement was amazing, not like another show I have been to in Rochester. Schmidt's songwriting was inspirational
and diverse. The show had a great feel and it was cool to be involved with such an intimate event with a singer/ songwriter that has
the portfolio Schmidt brings.
Annie Henderson, C4 Board Member

Schmidt's thoughtfully crafted lyrics weaved a series of stories for the audience to enjoy. The talented trio are truly masters at guitar
playing and impressed the audience by performing on a variety of guitars and stringed instruments. The musicians' finger picking
was clean and soulful. The performance delighted the audience with Americana music featuring stylings from folk, blues, and rock
rhythms. We look forward to the Steven J. Schmidt Trio returning to perform at the festival again next year!
Judy Hickey, Rochesterfest Midday Entertainment Coordinator
www.rochesterfest.com

"The Road" is more than just a well-recorded album. It speaks because it offers a glimpse into those gritty places in life most of us
know well, offered through storytelling that is heartfelt and, in many cases, vulnerable in a raw and plaintive way.
Guy Mendilow, Composer/Performer/Educator
http://www.guymendilow.com/home.html

Steve Schmidt is a great singer, guitarist, and songwriter. We are very fortunate to have him in southern Minnesota.
Kick Kimmel, Minnesota's "Ambassador of Bluegrass"
http://www.dickkimmel.com/index.html

Steven J. Schmidt’s song lyrics are a vivid mix of deep honesty and vulnerability that seamlessly meld with haunting and engaging
melodies. In the midst of an audience unfamiliar with Steve’s artistry, I observed immersed attention and enthusiastic response to
deft musicianship and a new and penetrating vision. I… highly recommend his show, his songs, and his appealing brightness.
Sean Dowse, The Sheldon Theatre (Retired)
Red Wing, Minnesota

My Newcomer Classroom was fortunate enough to enjoy a concert by Steve Schmidt. He is a master at engaging students with his
lively songs and skillful guitar playing. Steve allowed students to participate through singing, movement, call-and-response, and
thoughtful questions. Since our classroom is filled with new English learners from around the world, I was especially pleased that
students could learn about American Folk Music. Steve’s concert provided students with a fun, cultural experience. We have
continued to sing and hum the songs Steve taught us!
Carolyn Franzone, 1-2 Newcomer Center
Riverside Elementary School (A Turnaround Arts School)
Rochester, Minnesota

*** More ***

A thoughtful blend of folk-rock anthems and earnest ballads. A CD (“The Road”) made with care and love.
Ken Waldman, Alaska’s Fiddling Poet
http://www.kenwaldman.com/

Fabulous songs and musicianship!
Mister Mojo, MOJO & the Bayou Gypsies
http://www.redhotmojo.com/

Steve Schmidt closed the show... his beautiful fingerstyle acoustic guitar was the perfect finale for the evening.
Dan Lambert, Living Blues Magazine

Schmidt plays some of the sweetest traditional country finger-picked guitar around.
Paso Del Norte Magazine

Steven Schmidt... a talented picker-composer.
Bobby Booth, American Federation of Musicians Quarter Note

Steven Schmidt really got the audience going with his fancy picking on both guitar and banjo.
Bob Burns, Upper Valley Weekly

