Then take it up with

your pistolsmith, not
your barrel maker. We
tested the best
“match grade” 1911
barrels against an old
Gl clunker from the

- "50s and a current
production Colt
barrel. The high dollar
aftermarket tubes
weren’t much better.

. By Charles E. Fetty

hether you’re talking
about rifles or handguns, a
certain mystique has
: grown around match bar-
. rels and the processes by which they are
- ‘made. People spend lots of money buying
barrels from famous makers with good
reputations when, in fact, the barrel is
- only a part of the accuracy picture. In the
case of the 1911 Government Model, that
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seems to be especially true.

For all my early years as a bullseye
shooter and gunsmith, I lived and breathed
accuracy. My training at the hands of Bob
Day and the other gunsmiths at the USAF
Marksmanship School never once focused
on the quality of the barrel.

That’s because we didn’t have any
choices. In those days, the only barrels we
had were taken from GI pistols, carefully
built up by welding the bottom lugs and
headspace extension and only then fitted
to the gun with meticulous hand work.

When we were done, we usually had
guns that were capable of between 2" and
3" for 10 shots at 50 yards with the ammo
of the time. Life was good, life was simple.

A= bottom luge— “foot print”
B= barrel bushing area

C= headspace extension

D= top lugs

Then we began to get the famous
“Shively” barrels which were made over-
size to allow fitting without first having to
weld. Groups really didn’t shrink, as I
recall, but it sure saved a lot of time in the
building process.

Then somebody in the shop built a lug
cutter, which replaced the chainsaw files
we had been using to cut bottom lugs.
Groups were still about the same.

The practice was for Remington and
Winchester to submit samples of specific
lots of target ammo— Federal wasn’t
making centerfire in those days— and the
Marksmanship School would test the
ammo in guns known to be good shoot-
ers. If the sample of ammo was accept-
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Make |  Type ‘ Velocity

1911 Barrel Accuracy Test Results

.E.,.x Brov»;n #1
Briley #2
Ed Brown #2
Kimber |
"Chip McCormick
Colt 1991A1
Briley #1

Group 1 Group 2 Group 4 Group 5 Average
Kart broach || 796 fps | 1o EA B o e sl
Wilson Combat broach 660 fps 152" 1.34" 1.61° 1.26"
Federal test barrel na . n/a 1.66" 155' / )' 128"
Bar-Sto broach 769 fps 1.63" 1.03" i 1.56"
'_'ngh Standard G speci i T o
Colt Nat'l Match G.L spec

Notes: All measurements are 10 shot groups at 50 yards from the Day barrel test fixture. Velocity is the average of all 50 rounds as measured with a

PACT Professional Chronograph. All ammunition was Federal 185 gr. Match SWC (GM45B) Lot #38F196V023.

Button rifling is probably the most com-
mon method of making rifle barrels, but is
not often seen with large caliber handgun
barrels. Hammer forging forms the rifling
around a'mandrel that looks very much like
a rifling button. This method does not lend
itself to short barrels and is not used in any
American-made handgun barrel.

The final, and newest, rifling method
is “electro chemical machining,” custom-
arily known by the acronym ECM. In this
process, the bore is drilled, reamed and
honed like in the other processes, but the
rifling is formed differently.

A carbon electrode with the rifling pat-
tern is passed through the bore and forms
one side of the electrical current. The bar-
rel is grounded and an electrolytic fluid,
under pressure, completes the circuit.

The electrode is passed slowly
through the bore and the combination of
electrical current and high pressure fluid
“washes” away metal. This method is
becoming popular for rifling handgun
barrels because it leaves a very smooth
finish and is also economical.

But if making the barrel is relatively
straightforward, fitting it to the gun is not.
Nor is it easy. Everybody who does it has

" an individual approach, but there are four
different places on the barrel that require
attention: bottom locking lugs, top locking

- lugs, headspace extension and bushing area.

Of those, the bottom lugs, or “foot-
print,” of the barrel are the most impor-
tant. As long as there is some contact

con;uncﬂon wit]
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Chronographmg was done in

group shooting.

between the barrel and the slide stop pin
in this area, accuracy will be greatly
improved. But a sloppy fit can only go so’
far, Unless the lugs are really right some i
potential accuracy will be lost.

You’ve heard that putting a tight
bushing on a pistol will improve accura-
cy. Well, it might, but it can also ruin™
accuracy if it’s too tight. John Brown-
ing’s wonderful design requires that the
barrel tip up and down in order to func-
tion, so if somebody puts a bushing on
there that’s too tight, it could prevent the
free movement of the barrel.

Next is the headspace extension. I was
trained that the three sides should fit intc
the slide so that the barrel could move
freely up and down, but no light would bt
visible between the barrel and slide. Now
that isn’t as hard to do as you might think,
but it does require paying attention to-
where—and how much-— you file. Some

*smiths fit this even tighter, but I think
that’s just as bad as leaving it too loose. '

The top locking lugs are a very 1mpor- ;
tant component, but normally don’t
require much work. Unfortunately, the.
location and depth of the cuts in the slid
have been known to vary so it has to be
checked to be sure there is enough engage-
ment to keep the barrel and slide locked
together in the critical fraction of a second
where the barrel and slide recoil together. -

Some match barrels have a little extra -
material so the ’smith can adjust the

Continued on page 98
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good as the other methods.

Bear in mind that, statistically, there
is little, if any, difference between any of
the barrels tested. Obviously, it would be
a life’s work to test a large enough sam-
ple of barrels from each maker to reach
statistically valid conclusions. However,
we cannot ignore the fact that three of
the four ECM barrels had the largest
groups in the test.

This was contrary to what I expected.
The Briley barrel, which is ECM rifled,
was ‘one of the earliest tested. Even
though you certainly can’t call the results
bad, the groups were the largest at 2.0".
Fortunately I had another, visually identi-
cal Briley barrel and repeated the test

~ with it and got the group down to 1.6", a

decrease of 20 percent in group size.
After T had done most of the test
shooting, I was discussing the results

‘with American Handgunner Pistol-

smithing Editor Ed Brown and he men-
tioned that he was no longer going to use
the ECM rifling method on his barrels,
having changed to broach cut rifling.
Since that would be representative of

" what a customer would get today, I asked

Ed to send a broached barrel. The broach
rifled barrel was 12 percent more accurate
than the ECM barrel (1.6" versus 1.8").

Strictly GI

Just to make things interesting, I also
included a couple of barrels of different

heritage. One was a strictly GI barrel that
was made by High Standard during
World War IL. During the war, High Stan-
dard had a contract to make barrels
which were used in Remington-Rand and
Ithaca 1911A1 pistols. I found one of
them that was brand-new and thought it
would be enlightening to test.

My experience with GI barrels which
are built up by welding is that GI barrels
usually shoot just as well as the fancy
ones. This, once more, was proved true.
That old GI tube shot a 1.6" average for
five 10-shot groups out of the Day fixture.
One of the groups was 1.2", which is out-
standing by any standard.

I also included a new Colt-made
National Match barrel from the ’60s. Over
the years I have used many of these to
build guns and they have been uniformly
accurate. The average of the five 10-shot
groups was also 1.6", but with two of the
groups measuring 1.3" each. Interestingly,
a Bar-Sto stainless steel Match barrel also
averaged that same 1.6".

Since the 1911 really is still a Colt pis-
fol, I also included a barrel from a rela-
tively new Colt 1991A1. It averaged 1.9",

the second worse showing of the dozen |

barrels. (The only one worse was the first
Briley barrel at 2.0".)

Waich The Screens

Since testing was done at 50 yards, the
most difficult part was making sure that I

didn’t shoot the target mechanism or sky-
screens. It took awhile to get everything
lined up, but once that was accomplished
the actual testing was straightforward,
albeit tedious.

Each barrel was clean when testing
began. Two fouling shots were fired and
then the target was advanced and firing
groups-for-record was begun. Five con-
secutive 10-shot groups were fired with
each barrel.

All rounds were chronographed. Since
we're talking about a single-shot pistol
here, the process was achingly tedious. But
in a way that’s good, for I quickly got into
a mind-numbing rhythm that got it done
without any risk of overheating the barrel.

Including time for record keeping and

advancing the motorized target, it took 30

to 45 minutes per barrel.

In a way, the shooting was the easiest
part. The real work began after all the
groups were measured and the data tabu-
lated, trying to decide what it all meant.

All groups were measured center-to-
center of the widest shots using electronic
calipers. Since so many of the groups
were only one ragged hole, those were
measured at the widest point and the bul-
let diameter (.452") was subtracted.

Numerical values were rounded off to =

two decimal places. We also need to con-
sider what, if any, value to place on the

second decimal. Is a barrel that shoots an

Continued on page 102

Hi-SKoR?®
HigH-VoLUME,

High-volume shooting burns lots of ammo — one of the

best reasons for reloading, particularly if you can keep powder

700-X.

THE VERSATILE ANSWER ToO

——

costs low. And it’s hard to find a group of shooters who have a
greater tendency to “burn powder” than handgunners.

For those of you who want a versatile, low-cost, clean
_burning powder that can not only save you money but handle a
' variety of reloading needs, try HI-SKOR® 700-X. That’s right,
3 700-X, the IMR double-base powder that has established a solid
reputation as one of the best powders for reloading 12-
gauge target and light field loads. A lot of trap and skeet
shooters claim they couldn’t live, or at least afford to
shoot, without it. But many pistol and revolver shooters
are learning that 700-X is also highly economical, and

even more versatile, for their reloading needs.

For a free copy of the comprehensive IMR Handloader’s Guide, ask your dealer or write: IMR, 1080 Military Turnpike, Plattsburgh, NY 12901

Low-CosT HANDGUN RELOADING.

Those same characteristics that are so important for build-

ing reliable, penny-pinching shotshell target loads — fast, clean

burning, low cost per pound, compatibility with a variety of

primers — also make 700-X an ideal choice for many handgun -

rounds. It works particularly well in. popi.llar, high shooting Vql- ;
ume loads like the .38 Special, 9mm Lugerand :45 ACP, as \;'eﬂ
as many others.

You may have had HI-SKOR‘j" 700-X oﬁ your powder

shelf all along, without realizing jusf how versatile and

economical it can be. If not, you owe yourself, and your .
wallet, a chance to find out. Visit us on the worldwide

web at www.imrpowder.com.

(MR )

SMOKELESS POWDERS
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THE Most Powerful
8rd-.45 1911 Mags

Unmatched in Features for
Reliability & Service Life:

POWER MAGS have Ten extra-powerful
coils of aerospace grade Rocket Wire
spring. More spring coils, More Power,
than any other eight (8) round mags.

Reliablility is related to how much up-
ward force the magazine spring can
exert on each cartridge as it feeds.
Fast cycling pistols with heavy recoil
springs and/or shorter-lighter slides
are more reliable with Power Mags .

Service Lifejs related to magazine
body and spring wire quality and
the number of coils in the spring.

Unique integral base plate/base
pad design to eliminate failures.

Satisfaction Guaranteed*fF P

§23. 95

5 s - PRE
T COD. \_""j PAID

Chip McCormick Corp.

*Refund amount based on CMC refail price, Return i P.O.Box 90127, Austin, TX 78709 - Fax 512-462-0009

unaltered paris within 30 days of purchase with sales
reclept from c?m: or participating dealer only. DEA[ERS |NQU]RE

Please State Finish, Style and Size when
Ordering. Belts are available in Sizes 32 - 44.
For Sizes 46 - 60, Please Call for a Quote.

Garrison Belt in Your Choice of 2 Designs
and 2 Colors. Black with Nickle Buckie or
Walnut Oif with Brass Buckle, Plain or

Order No. 199. 1 1/2” Lined Belt. Comes Basketweave.

in 4 Designs and 2 Colors- Black with nickle Order No. 213A. 1 1/4" Bell. (Retail value $24.)
buekles or Tan with brass buckles, Plain or $18.95 +s&h.

basketweave, lazy stitch or lazy stitch Order No. 213. 1 1/2" Belt. (Retail value $24.)
basketweave. $18.95 +s&h.

Plain Belt. (Retail Value $35.) $25.95 +s&h.  Order No. 97. 1 3/4” Belt, (Retail value $25.)
Lazy Stitch. (Retail Value $39.) $29.95 +s&h. $19.95 +s&h.

440 LI'GHTI'NQ 196 CARRYLITE

Variable Holster Super Value!l!

Your price K » 2
our price
$49£ a8 $21 25 Reg. Retail
Reg. Retail Value $64. + s&h. Value $30.50,

Thumb break safety strap with :
spring stiffener. Revolvers up

High ride, forward
cant holster. Unique belt loop
to be used for cross draw to 8 3/8" barrel & all semi-
also. Medium & large frame . autos. (Add $10 for barrel
revolvers & semi-autos.Black or lengths over 6 1/2",) Black or
Walnut Oil; Plain or Basketweave finish. - Walnut Oil: Plain or Basketweave finish.

640 URBAN DEFENDER 690 STEALTH

Pocket Holster Inside Pant Holster
S Your price Your price

$2950 114 $3995

to13/4" h.
~ Small +8&h. o iustable =

revolvers belt loop.

upto2” Small revolvers

barrel, small up to 4" barrel,

& medium medium and % Reg.
semi-autos, Reg. Retail  large frame semi- Retail
Biack, Plain finish. Value $59.  autos, Brown Only. Value $59,

www.chipmccormick.com

Your price

$3995 + san.

Belt Reg. Retail
loop e Value $59.
positions for maximum concealment,
Medium & large frame semi-autos.
Tan; Piain finish.

420 SILHOUETTE
Belt Slide with Thumb Break.
Your price
$2495
+ s&h.
Reg. Retail
Value $29.
Wet moldad, thumb &8
break holster, For ~ §
medium & large frame
semi-autos; all revolvers.
Black or Walnut Oil; Plain finish.

246 SKELETON

Belt Slide without Thumb Break.

Your price

Revolvers and semi-
autos. Black or Walnut Ol; Plain finish.

| CREDIT CARD ORDERS! T ~800-591-2999
Please specify handgun & caliber when ordering. Visa = MasterCard

To Order Catalogs or Pay By Check or_Monev Order Mail To:
NMC Enterprises * Dept.xxx-/A 913 18th St.» Ste. 2 » Santa Monica, CA 90403 (310) S82-1937

Allow 2-4 Weeks for Dellvery.
For Product Information Call

BARREL ACCURACY

Continued from page 73

engagement. The lugs also help control the.
posmc‘m of the barrel in relation to the fir-
ing pin. When the bottom lugs are locked |
up on the slide stop, it will force the barrel
up and cause an off-center firing pin strike.

Lots of people think that’s bad, but it -
really doesn’t matter as long as the fir-|.
ing pin hits the primer with enough'

force to ignite it.

But the most carefully fitted barrel m: :

the world is just so much scrap metal,
unless you have good ammo. The famous |
shooter who fussed at Ed Brown for that

1" gun simply didn’t know that even the:

very best .45 ammo simply won’t shoot
groups that small— not every time.
Yes, I have seen a 1" group at 50

yards. But the accuracy of ammo follows:

a certain statistical randomness which
means that you may get a 1" group, but
you can also get one that measures 2"
from the same lot!

Dozen Test Barrels

So in order to test a variety of different
barrels, I first had to have a sufficient
quantity of ammunition from the same lot
and know what the ammo would shoot in
a standard accuracy test barrel. Federal
Cartridge Company came to the rescue
with a case of their fine Gold Medal .45
wadcutter. Over the years, I have come to
view that ammo as the most consistently
accurate stuff around.

A total of 12 different barrels were
included in the test. It was a daunting
chore so if any of you are inclined to ask,
“Why didn’t you test a Whumper Super
Match‘7” The answer is, “I didn’t have
one.” Somebody else will no doubt com-
plain that I didn’t test their favorite brand.
My response: write your own article.

It is an exercise in futility to try to test
every make, model, brand and configura-
tion because there really aren’t that many
companies that make their own,

Those I tested represent a good cross
section of how barrels are made. Of the 12,
four are ECM rifled, seven are either
broached or button rifled and one, Kimber,
is rifled with a combination of broaching
and button rifling that is unusual.

The Kimber barrel is first broached
slightly undersize and then finished by
button rifling. It produces a very smooth
interior finish. It is rumored that another
of the barrels I tested is also rifled in this
manner, but that has not been confirmed.

Which Is Best#?

It is logical to ask which method pro-
duces the most accurate barrels. This data
indicates that there is very little differ-
ence among the better barrels, which are
either broached or button rifled. What it
does seem to indicate is that ECM r:ﬂmg
produces accuracy that is not quite as
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=PRI AV your muzzle flip, shoot faster [T INe|LeMI«OHeKY
. Grizzlv LS reduce wear and tear! Outback Guns
; Glocé( (t-}triz 4 Used and recommended by | Tel 812-945:0480
e grana Matt Burkett. All systems | gFl«gAsALAR
; Brown"_‘g_ have a 30 day MBG and a | LANC-SC-TNMS
(oS (Ml M Lifetime Warranty! Call us or Blue Oaks

o

THE PREMER RECOL REDUCTION SYSTEM

VN : M= Reduce the abuse on you 80K
Any 1911 and your gun. Our new sys- | Gilmore Sports
o rrmrgtiet tem slows the slide down 80%?;“86_%*;45
LIMITED » OPEN BUEISeI{eI{-1 normally slams Fax 918-250-3845
CZ - Witness into the frame, making it AN MACT
5 much easier to follow the Competitive
SIRNET S sights during recoil. The i M

RN ICICIl “Grandmaster” will help cut

Tel 717-451-0943

one of our distributors for a

i |
Available! CataiOg or to Order 1’_()dayl

Tel 305-267-9969
Fax 305-267-8987

SC .

P : INFO (602) 345-2911
LIMTED LEGAL! Jiyriivd

AMEX 800-397-9530 WEsT COAST
800-780-7209 EAsST COAST

[

15 RD. 38 SUPER -

I3 RD. 40 SZW - 10 RD. 45 AGP

GOIBAGT - SMALLER & THINNER
THAA EOLT DFFICER'S

ULTRA LIGHT - 6NLY 24 DUJICES

EXTREMELY BECURATE - 1” GUARANTEE @ 25 YARDS

Bnly Erom @ﬁﬂ@ ﬁfﬂ -1

gall Eor Info: 316-837-6339 - 2515 flve. "Y” = Geneseo, Kansas 67444

Aim for the best.

Mec-Gar offers a complete selection of semiautomatic pistol replacement sights.
« No gunsmithing required. Fils into factory dovetail groove.
o High visibility sight picture (white outline, twin dot or target black).
« Positive click adjustments for windage & elevation.
« Machinad from solid steel for superior strength.
The Mec-Gar sighting system embodies unsurpassed
precision craftsmanship with outstanding quality,
performance and pinpoint accuracy.

ANECGAR

World's Finest Magazines & Sights o
For a free catalog call or write: Mec-Gar USA, Inc., 998 North Colony Rd., Dept. SHM2,
Meriden, CT 06450 e (203) 639-1120 » www.Mec-GarUSA.com

BARREL ACCURACY

e Toz

Continued from page 99 |

average of 1.57" reaily better than one -
that shoots 1.58"7 Not at all. Well ir cer-
tainly isn't worse! Editor

In fact, [ am a little less sure now than
[ was when the test began that it would be*
possible to proclaim that one barrel of the
12 is the best. But it is very encouraging
to see that several of the barrels delivered
groups when fired from Day’s little fix-,
ture that were equal to or better than theyg;
ammunition factory’s elaborate system,

About the only thing 1 can say with
complete confidence is that the test
method was good. Also, the results might
be different on another day. Such is the
curse of trying to nit-pick accuracy.

Sample Size

One of the most important things in
any kind of a test is 1o have a sample that
is large enough 1o inspire confidence in
the results. If you look at the spread of
group sizes in Federal's dala, you see a
difference of .55" from largest to smallest
group. The averages from all the different
barrels show a ditference of .63" Irom
largest to smallest. Some people would
conclude that there is little, if-any, differ-
ence among the barrels.

There is something terribly frustrating
about trying to pick a barrel. Over the
vears I have spoken with any number of
barrelmakers and am surprised by their
agreement. Most state that they absolute-
ly cannot predict which barrel from a pro-
duction run of seemingly identical barrels
will shoot the best.

About the only thing that is certain is
that there will be a difference in accuracy
among them. Bore and groove measure-
ments may well be identical, or vary only
by a few tenths, but some will shoot bet-
ter than others.

Even though the Handguuiei test
used the best availuble Tactory 45 ACP
ammunition, il we repeated the test with
another load, the results might be differ-
ent. How can you scientifically explain
the fact that a barrel happens to like one
particular load? You really can’t.

Independent Verification
In order to see if any explanations
could be found, | dispatched the dozen
barrels to Wilson Arms Co.— no relation
to pistolsmith Bill Wilson— for an inde-
pendent measurement of bore and groove
diameters using an air gauge. i
It turned out that the ECM rifled bar- 1;:
rels could not be measured with an air =
gauge because of the rounding of the
grooves typical of that method.
Accordingly, the ECM barrels were
slugged and the mininuem bore and groove
dimensions determined from the lead slug.
[ am not sure that there is anything to be
learned from all that work; all the burrels

TR
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were pretty consistent from one end to
the other although there were some signifi-
cant differences in basic dimensions. I can
find no correlation between the measure-
ments and my accuracy results.

Human Factor

Obviously, there is a considerable
effect attributable to the skill of your
gunsmith. You can have the most accu-
rate barrel in the whole wide world, but if
it isn’t fitted correctly you might as well
have a piece of sewer pipe.

When [ hear of a gunsmith who guar-
antees that his guns will shoot a certain
group size without specifying the ammo,
I view it as a sales tool rather than
something meaningful. The plain truth is
that few shooters have the skill to test a
gun to its fullest potential and fewer still
bother to clamp a gun in a Ransom Rest.

And, of course, you've got to have
good ammo. I am not sure that any .45
ammo, whether hand or factory loaded,
is capable of consistently shooting 1"
groups at 50 yards. If you look at my
data, you will see only a few individual
groups that approach that goal.

But I remain hopeful and am fairly
confident now that I can handload ammo
that will be the equal of most factory
ammo, and better than some. I also know
that I am not through trying to find a load
that will make that 1" gun a reality,

The Winner Is...

It really would have pleased me to
find one make of barrel that was clearly
superior, That was not the case. The only
firm conclusion I've reached is that the
ECM rifled barrels did not shoot as well
as broach or cut rified barrels. Other than
that, the tests don’t show a strong prefer-
ence for any brand of barrel.

All of them— when you look at it
from a statistical viewpoint— shot very
much alike. Buy any of them and then
search far and wide for a gunsmith who
really knows how to fit it right. Then
worry about your ammo.

.%; Please don’t look at my data and con-

clude that the barrel that shot 1.36" is ber-
tter than the one that shot 1.42"! Again, it's
“certainly not any worse! Editor

As I was finishing this test, 1 happened
:to pick up Jim Clark’s current catalog.
Right there, in black and white, were words
that could have saved me no end of work:
“A match barrel is simply a barrel with
oversize hood and lugs to allow a custom
it with very close tolerances. As long as
the bore is good, most factory barrels can
be made to shoot as well as match barrels
by welding the hood and lugs to oversize
«dimensions and then refitting just as you
ould a match barrel.”

Of course the grand old master is right.
Guns are living proof of the French apho-
.tism, “Le plus ¢a change, le plus ¢ca meme
-chose.” (The more things change, the more

things stay ﬂ

the same.)

PR . |
New Lightweight — «2=%%
Stainless Steel Bows
Para-Ordnance

$24.95

Magazine Release
Blue $14.95

Blue with Button
322.62

S/S $18.25

S/S with Button
$23.50

Grip Tape
for Para-
Ordnance,
Caspian and
STI/SV
Frames
$7.95

New Design .. .o~
Magwell For Para-Ordnance
300x60 Bevel allows maximum
opening for quicker reloads

$29.95

v Grip Screws

e Blue $7.95
; DM PISTO

S/5 $8.95
0 YOUR SF Wi

o=

2403 21st Ave. S.E., Ruskin,

Florida 33570 « (813) 645-3828

RUGER MK. Il

Continued from page 87

silhouette competitors.

Early in my work with this rig, I
recorded 14 separate runs through this
course with an aggregate score of 48 per-
cent. The iron sight scores were consis-
tent at nine to 10 animals with an average
score of 9.7 out of 20.

The variable scope produced scores
ranging from seven to 11 animals with
average score of nine out of 20. The Qwik
Dot produced strings of eight to 12 animals
with an average score of 10.5 out of 20.

The Qwick Point was absolute murder
on chickens and pigs and about even with
the other sight options on the longer range
targets. By the time I had become adept
with the optical sights, the silhouettes had
been destroyed by range vandals and [ don’t
consider these results an accurate reflection
of the capabilities of the optical sights.

Get Rested

The optical sights really come into
their own in combination with a more or
less solid rest. This was clearly demon-
strated by the 50 yard groups fired from a
padded-V and sandbag setup.

As a realistic representation of a vari-
ety of available field rests, I used one of
the range’s folding chairs. Sitting on the
ground, I used both hands on my
Volquartsen grips resting the base flair
across the seat. Pretty close to what you
get over the cab of a pickup or from a
convenient fence post or rock.

My comfort range for taking game of
rabbit size from this sort of set-up using
iron sights is 35 yards, which presup-
poses good shooting light and a fully
visible target.

The two minute dot extends this dis-
tance to 50 yards and side by side com-
parison with groups fired with the scope
at 4x are essentially the same.

At 75 yards, the 1.5-dx Weaver &
showed an emerging advantage both in %

terms of target visibility and hit probabil-
ity. I obtained vital hits with all rounds

fired under magnification, but missed a -
couple with the dot, which, at this range, .

subtends an area of 3",

The kicker came at a known distance
of 100 yards. Using the scope and a
solid rest, I hit nine out of 10 claybirds
suspended from the backstop. Switching
to the Qwick Dot, the score dropped to
six out of 10. The lighted dot was the
same size as the bright orange targets
and it was more difficult to judge the
4.4" hold-over required at that range.

Snap Shooting

Electronic dot sights are frequently rec-
ommended for close range “snap shoot-

I ing.” I found the Qwik Point to be about as
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