LHP/OF Kyle Johnson
School: Virginia (from Duke)

Grade: Junior
DOB: 06/25/2005

HT: 6-1
WT: 205
H/T: R/L

Grades:
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SCOUTING BLURB - Ethan Kagno

Physical: Johnson is an athletic two-way player with a strong durable frame that has shown
flashes on the mound and average raw power at the plate. He’s more of a “thrower” out of the
traditional three-quarter slot and has been susceptible to command woes and surrendering loud
contact. It's a repeatable lefty delivery with a strong lower half and more of a two-pitch mix with
a fastball, slider, and occasional changeup to right-handed bats. As a hitter, Johnson sets up on
the right side with a power over contact approach with a lot of swing and miss in his game.

Strengths: The low 90s heater is an above average offering with plenty of life and the most feel
out of his mix. On the Cape, he generated a 37% chase rate while striking out seven in four
appearances. The slider is below average with not much depth and lacks tons of break but did a
good job of getting 43% miss in his sophomore campaign at Duke. If he can improve on its
consistency it has the making of a solid one-two punch. Offensively, he slugged .480 and .508
as a Blue Devil, showing there was some in-game power that he could tap into. He’s shown
decent plate discipline while rarely chasing after pitches. Defensively, his athleticism and above
average arm will play in the outfield if pitching doesn’t work out.

Weaknesses: Johnson has major swing and miss issues highlighted by 35.1% and 39.4%
strikeout rates, respectively, in his first two collegiate seasons. There’s major issues picking up
spin, especially sliders where he had 69% miss as a sophomore and further struggled with a
wood bat on the Cape, going 2-for-26 with 14 strikeouts in 2025. Back on the mound, the
changeup showed decent bite when it was on against right-handers, but tended to leave the
pitch over the plate far too often resulting in loud contact. It’s a pitch that will need to continue to
develop to have any shot as a future starter.

Summary: Johnson is a polarizing prospect that hasn’t exactly put it all together on either side of
the ball. While he’s shown flashes at the plate, he likely projects higher on the rubber with more
upside albeit with a relieverish profile for now. A team may take a shot on his raw athletic
makeup in the early-middle rounds.



