
Band and Jazz Band VPA audition information 

 

VPA applicants wishing to be placed in the VPA Band (wind ensemble) or the VPA Jazz Band (jazz band 1) must complete 
the following requirements: 

Locate and prepare the Florida Bandmaster’s Association All-State requirements for THE GRADE YOU ARE ENTERING. For 
example, an 8th grader wishing to audition for VPA would prepare the 9th-10th grade all-state Concert Band 
requirements. An 11th grade student would prepare the 11th- 12th grade all-state Symphonic Band requirements. Here is 
a link to the FBA All-State requirements page on the FBA website: https://fba.flmusiced.org/all-state/audition-
requirements/ 

 

For Jazz students please prepare the requirements for the Middle School Jazz Band: https://fba.flmusiced.org/all-
state/audition-requirements/ the only difference is the improvisation is NOT OPTIONAL 

Once prepared you should be ready to perform the requirements at your live audition. Students are responsible for 
sourcing the required exercises (music books referenced in the requirements). You can order them on the internet. One 
place you can order the materials is:  http://www.jwpepper.com simply search for the material and follow the ordering 
process. There are many other outlets both online and in music stores to get the materials. YOU SHOULD ORDER YOUR 
MATERIALS AS SOON AS YOU DECIDE TO AUDITION and give several weeks (or more) time to prepare your audition. 

 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PLAY PERFECTLY. Please prepare the requirements to THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY. We will help 
guide you through your audition when you come to NPHS on VPA audition day. Please understand that a part of your 
audition taken into consideration is how well you prepare and follow directions. You will be expected to show up with 
the necessary materials well prepared and ready to perform at the highest level you are capable of. 

Jazz VPA candidates: We will have the accompaniment music and a sound system for you to perform your improvisation. 
It is not necessary to bring your own sound system. Rhythm section candidates will need to bring their instrument 
and/or amplifier EXCEPT for piano and drum set, which will be provided. 

You can email Lorianne Alegria, 2023-2024 Director of Bands at lorianne.alegria@sarasotacountyschools.net with any 
questions you may have. 

Applications and teacher recommendation forms are available online. 
Once your application is complete and has been approved you will be contacted about auditions. 
Applications & Details for auditions are on the website. 
 
https://northportvpa.org 
 
In Person Auditions  
April 1, 2023 10am-12pm 
Early Auditions 
North Port Performing Arts Center  
 
May 13, 2023 10am-12pm 
Late Auditions 
North Port Performing Arts Center  
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