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What is the E.D.G.E. Method?
The E.D.G.E. method is a four-step teaching approach used in Scouting to help Scouts learn
and master skills effectively. It stands for Explain, Demonstrate, Guide, and Enable. As a
leader, you can use E.D.G.E. to teach anything from knot-tying to first aid, ensuring Scouts
gain confidence and competence.

The Four Steps of E.D.G.E.
1. Explain

• Clearly describe the skill and its purpose.

• Break it down into simple steps.

• Example: “To tie a square knot, youll join two ropes securely. Heres how: right
over left, then left over right.”

2. Demonstrate

• Show the skill in action, step by step.

• Perform it slowly and clearly so Scouts can follow.

• Example: Physically tie a square knot while explaining each move.

3. Guide

• Let Scouts try the skill with your support.

• Offer feedback and correct mistakes gently.

• Example: Watch a Scout tie the knot and suggest adjustments, like tightening the
rope.

4. Enable

• Encourage Scouts to practice independently.

• Give them opportunities to use the skill in real situations.

• Example: Have Scouts use the square knot during a camping trip to secure a tent.

Tips for Using E.D.G.E.
• Be patient and adapt to each Scouts learning pace.
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• Use clear, simple language when explaining.

• Practice the skill yourself to demonstrate confidently.

• Encourage Scouts to teach others using E.D.G.E., reinforcing their leadership.

Why E.D.G.E. Matters
The E.D.G.E. method empowers you as a leader to teach effectively and helps Scouts build
skills theyll use in Scouting and beyond. Apply it in your patrol, during campouts, or when
mentoring younger Scouts.
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