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Destination Details — Visiting Athens

Things to do, places to eat, trips to make when visiting Athens

Quick Links

Best Areas to Stay in Athens

Top Rated Restaurants

Top-Rated Hotels

Hidden Gem Restaurants

Hidden Gem Hotels

Most Popular Sights to See

Map of Athens Area Attractions

Hidden Gem Sights to Visit

Pro Tip! Take your time in Athens especially in warm/hot weather. While the main sites
are all together around the Acropolis, there are lots of hidden gems to see and
wonderful food everywhere. It's better to relax and see what you can vs. trying to

squeeze it all in and not enjoy any of it because you're exhausted!
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i Athens Travel Guide for Cruise Guests

Athens is one of the world’s great historic capitals — where ancient ruins, rooftop dining,
vibrant neighborhoods, and island escapes all blend together. For cruise guests arriving
through Piraeus, Athens works beautifully as either a pre- or post-cruise stay, especially if
you focus on the walkable central neighborhoods near the Acropolis and Syntagma Square.
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Best Areas to Stay in Athens
Plaka — Best Overall for First-Time Visitors
Charming pedestrian streets

Steps from the Acropolis

Ideal for short stays before or after cruises

Excellent restaurants and boutique hotels



Koukaki — Best Hidden Gem Neighborhood
Local feel with cafés and boutique hotels
Walkable to the Acropolis Museum

Less crowded than Plaka

Great Airbnb area

Syntagma Square — Best Luxury & Transportation Hub
Central location with metro access

Best luxury hotels

Easy airport and cruise port transfers
Excellent for 1-2 night cruise stays
Kolonaki — Best Upscale Neighborhood
Luxury shopping and fine dining

Stylish cafés and rooftop bars

Quiet and elegant atmosphere

Psyrri — Best for Nightlife & Food

Rooftop bars and street art

Vibrant restaurant scene

Excellent for younger travelers

Top-Rated Hotels
Hotel Grande Bretagne, a Luxury Collection Hotel
4.8*Hotel

A legendary luxury hotel overlooking Syntagma Square with one of the best Acropolis
rooftop views in Athens. Ideal for premium pre- or post-cruise stays.



Electra Palace Athens
4.6°Hotel

Fantastic location in Plaka with a rooftop pool and Acropolis views. One of the best
balances of luxury and value.

King George, a Luxury Collection Hotel, Athens

4.7*Hotel

Elegant luxury property attached to one of Athens’ most iconic rooftop dining experiences.
Grand Hyatt Athens

4.3*Resort hotel

Excellent for guests wanting resort-style amenities and modern rooms with easier vehicle
access.

Hidden Gem Hotels

AthensWas Design Hotel
4.6°Hotel

Boutique luxury at the foot of the Acropolis with minimalist design and an exceptional
rooftop restaurant.

The Gem Society Boutique Hotel & Spa

4.7*Hotel

Quiet boutiqgue hotel near Monastiraki with an intimate spa and excellent walkability.
Mona Athens

4.8*Hotel

Stylish hidden gem popular with design-focused travelers and couples.

Acropolis Museum Boutique Hotel

4.2eHotel

Affordable boutique option ideal for cruise guests wanting location over luxury.



Top-Rated Restaurants
Karamanlidika
4.7+Greek restaurant

One of Athens’ most beloved food experiences featuring cured meats, cheeses, and
traditional Greek small plates.

Mani Mani

4.7+Greek restaurant

Modern Greek cuisine near the Acropolis Museum with refined regional dishes.
LIONDI Traditional Greek Restaurant

4.7+Greek restaurant

Excellent traditional Greek dining directly near Acropolis entrances — perfect after
sightseeing.

Hill Athens Restaurant
4.6°Restaurant

Beautiful rooftop-style dining with Acropolis views and sunset cocktails.

Hidden Gem Restaurants

A Little Taste of Home Restaurant

4.8¢Restaurant

Warm hospitality and authentic comfort food tucked into the Monastiraki area.
Muse Bistro

4.7+Mediterranean restaurant

Stylish Mediterranean dining hidden inside a boutique hotel near central Athens.



Mironi Greek Restaurant
4.8+*Mediterranean restaurant

Authentic Mediterranean dining with wonderful food. Located in the Metaxourgio area, near
Omonia Square. This is slightly outside the main Plaka tourist area.

Personal Experience! This was a short walk from our Airbnb and a place we visited multiple
times. The best food we had while in Athens!
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Rooftop Dining Tip

The rooftop restaurants at Hotel Grande Bretagne, a Luxury Collection Hotel and
AthensWas Design Hotel offer some of the city’s best Acropolis night views.

Most Popular Sights to See

The Acropolis & Parthenon

Athens’ must-see attraction

Visit early morning or late afternoon to avoid heat and crowds
Activity Level: Moderate (steep hills and uneven stone)

Best Ticket Strategy

Book timed-entry tickets online in advance and consider guided tours with skip-the-line
access.

Official-style booking/tour resources:

Acropolis Tickets & Tours

Personal Experience! We visited in July and stayed a few extra days after our cruise ended.
It was hot & crowded. Even with that, we still had a great time and had perfect weather
when visiting the Parthenon and surrounding attractions. It might be obvious, but the
walk/hike to the Parthenon takes a while and involves very hilly paths and numerous stairs.
Take your time, enjoy the ruins and sights on the way up and you won’t be exhausted once
you get there. As one of the most famous sights in the world, it’s well worth the climb!
Highly recommend going early or later in the day for less crowds and (slightly) cooler
weather.

Note: there is an elevator to take you to the top, there is only one and it’s not always in use.
Check on this when you arrive with a tour guide or attraction host. | believe it’s reserved for
only ADA needs.

About halfway up you’ll pass an Amphitheatre that is still in use today! Getting tickets to a
show is on our bucket list when we return.


https://www.acropolis-tickets.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Acropolis Museum
One of Europe’s finest museums
Excellent air-conditioned stop after visiting the Acropolis

Activity Level: Easy

Ancient Agora
Often skipped but historically fascinating
Far less crowded than the Acropolis

Activity Level: Easy

Monastiraki Square
Flea markets, rooftop bars, and local shopping
Excellent food and nightlife area

Activity Level: Easy




Mount Lycabettus
Best panoramic sunset view in Athens
Funicular available if you prefer not to hike

Activity Level: Moderate to Strenuous

Hidden Gem Sights to Visit in Athens

Athens is filled with incredible lesser-known places beyond the Acropolis and Plaka. Many
of these hidden gems are quieter, more atmospheric, and often become travelers’ favorite
memories of the city.

&3 Anafiotika

A tiny Cycladic-style neighborhood hidden beneath the Acropolis with whitewashed
homes, narrow alleyways, flowers, and island vibes.

Why Visit:
o Feels like Santorini hidden inside Athens
e Excellent photography spot
e Peaceful early morning walk
Best For:
e Couples
¢ Photography
e Slow wandering

Activity Level: Moderate (uneven stairs and hills)

& Philopappos Hill

Often overshadowed by the Acropolis itself, this hill offers some of the best panoramic
views in Athens with far fewer crowds.

Why Visit:



e Bestsunsetviewpoints

¢ Incredible Acropolis photo opportunities

e Ancient walking paths through pine trees
Best Time:

e Late afternoon into sunset

Activity Level: Moderate

¥, Odeon of Herodes Atticus

An ancient stone theater at the base of the Acropolis that still hosts concerts and

performances.

Why Visit:
e One of the most magical night experiences in Athens
e Incredible acoustics
e Much more atmospheric than daytime ruins

Tip:
Check summer performance schedules in advance.

Activity Level: Moderate

m Benaki Museum
One of Athens’ best museums that many tourists completely miss.
Why Visit:
e Beautifully curated Greek history and art
e Less crowded than the Acropolis Museum

e Excellent rooftop café



Best For:
e Culture lovers
e Air-conditioned afternoon escape

Activity Level: Easy

- National Garden of Athens
A peaceful green oasis directly behind Syntagma Square.
Why Visit:
e Escape the summer heat
e Turtles, shaded paths, hidden ruins
e Great break between sightseeing stops
Best For:
o Families
o Relaxation
e Picnic breaks

Activity Level: Easy

4. Kaisariani Monastery
A Byzantine monastery hidden on the slopes of Mount Hymettus outside central Athens.
Why Visit:

e Quietforest atmosphere

e Beautiful frescoes and stone architecture

e Feels completely removed from the city

Best Transportation:
Taxi or rental car

Activity Level: Moderate



¥ Kerameikos Archaeological Site
An ancient cemetery and archaeological area that many visitors skip entirely.
Why Visit:
e Surprisingly peaceful
o Excellent ruins without crowds
e Great place to understand ancient Athens beyond the Acropolis

Activity Level: Easy

(. Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center
A stunning modern cultural complex with gardens, sea views, and futuristic architecture.
Why Visit:

e Incredible contrast to ancient Athens

e Free outdoor spaces and events

e Excellent sunset location

Best Transportation:
Taxi, tram, or metro + walk

Activity Level: Easy

@ Little Kook & Hidden Psyrri Streets
A whimsical themed café surrounded by hidden alleys full of street art and local nightlife.
Why Visit:

¢ Funevening atmosphere

e Great hidden bars nearby

e Excellent neighborhood for wandering after dinner



Best For:
e Night photography
e Casual nightlife

e Younger travelers

Activity Level: Easy

@ Mount Lycabettus at Night
Many visitors go during the day, but nighttime is the real hidden gem.
Why Visit:

e Best nighttime city views in Athens

¢ Incredible illuminated Acropolis views

¢ Romantic atmosphere

Best Transportation:
Funicular up, walk down

Activity Level: Moderate



Most Underrated Athens Experience

® Rooftop Dinner with Acropolis Views

Some of the best Athens memories come from simply enjoying dinner or cocktails
overlooking the illuminated Acropolis.

Hidden Gem Rooftop Areas:
o Koukaki
e Psyrri
e Monastiraki rooftops
e Boutique hotel terraces
Best Time:
e 30 minutes before sunset through late evening

Activity Level: Easy

A Best Hidden-Gem Walking Route
Suggested Self-Guided Route
Plaka > Anafiotika > Philopappos Hill > Koukaki > Psyrri Rooftops
This combines:
e Historic Athens
e Hidden neighborhoods
e Scenic viewpoints
e Localfood
e Sunset photography

Total Activity Level: Moderate



T Best Times to Visit Hidden Gems
e Early Morning: Anafiotika, Acropolis surroundings
e Late Afternoon: Philopappos Hill, Lycabettus
e Evening: Psyrri, rooftop bars, Odeon performances

e Midday Heat: Museums and gardens

Athens rewards travelers who slow down and explore beyond the famous ruins. The hidden
neighborhoods, rooftop culture, forest monasteries, sunset hills, and quiet archaeological

sites often become the most memorable parts of the trip.

Map of Athens area attractions
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