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w Amsterdam for Ocean & River Cruise Travelers

& Arrival Experience: Ocean vs. River Cruises

Ocean Cruise Guests

Most ocean ships dock at the Passenger Terminal Amsterdam, just east of Central Station.
From here, icons like Dam Square and canal cruise departures are within walking distance
or a quick tram ride.

River Cruise Guests

River ships often dock even closer—sometimes right along the canals or near Central
Station—placing you steps away from neighborhoods like Jordaan. You’ll feel immersed
immediately, often skipping the need for transport altogether.

- Top Experiences for Every Cruise Guest
Glide Through the Canals

No matter how you arrive, a canal cruise is essential. Even river cruisers benefit from a
dedicated guided experience with operators like Blue Boat Company or Lovers Canal
Cruises, which provide historical narration and unique routes.

Dive Into Dutch Masters

Amsterdam’s compact Museum Quarter makes it easy to explore:
Rijksmuseum — Rembrandt, Vermeer, and Dutch Golden Age treasures
Van Gogh Museum — a must for art lovers

Anne Frank House — deeply moving; reserve ahead

Tip: Ocean cruise guests with limited time should pick one museum; river guests often
have more flexibility to visit two.



Stroll, Shop, and Savor

Wander the canals of Jordaan for galleries and cafés
Explore De Negen Straatjes for boutique shopping
Visit the floating Bloemenmarkt

Relax in Vondelpark if you want a slower pace

€% Suggested Timing by Cruise Type

== Ocean Cruise (Short Stay — 6-10 hours)
Canal cruise
One major attraction (museum or Anne Frank House)

Quick walk through city center

s River Cruise (Longer Stay or Overnight)
Multiple museums
Neighborhood exploration (Jordaan + Nine Streets)

Evening dining and canal strolls

B Where to Stay (Pre/Post Cruise)

Whether you’re embarking, disembarking, or extending your stay, location matters—
especially for ocean cruise travelers who may need quick port access.

Luxury & Indulgence
Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam — canal-side elegance
Hotel Okura Amsterdam — modern luxury with skyline views

Central & Convenient



Park Plaza Victoria Amsterdam — ideal for both cruise terminals and trains
INK Hotel Amsterdam - MGallery — stylish and walkable

Boutique Charm (Perfect for River Cruise Vibes)

Pulitzer Amsterdam — historic canal houses

The Hoxton Amsterdam — trendy, social atmosphere

D Local Experiences Not to Miss
Try fresh stroopwafels from street vendors
Sample Dutch cheese and herring

Enjoy a canal-side dinner—especially rewarding for river cruise guests staying overnight

Practical Tips
Book ahead: Major attractions sell out quickly
Walkability: The city is compact—comfortable shoes go a long way
Bikes: Be mindful of cyclists—they have the right of way

Weather: Layers are key year-round

9 Easy Day Trips from Amsterdam

¥ Tulips, Windmills & Dutch Heritage
Keukenhof Gardens (Seasonal: Spring)

A must if you’re visiting during tulip season, Keukenhof is one of the world’s most
spectacular flower parks, with millions of blooming tulips and vibrant displays.

Best for: Both ocean and river cruise guests (half-day trip)
Travel time: ~40 minutes



Zaanse Schans

Step into a postcard-perfect Dutch village at Zaanse Schans, where working windmills,
wooden houses, and artisan workshops bring traditional Holland to life.

Best for: Short visits, great for ocean cruise guests
Travel time: ~20 minutes

f2¢ Charming Dutch Cities
Haarlem

Just west of Amsterdam, Haarlem offers cobblestone streets, boutique shopping, and the
impressive Grote Kerk.

Best for: Relaxed half-day exploration
Travel time: ~15 minutes by train

Utrecht

Often compared to Amsterdam—but quieter—Utrecht features unique canals with
waterside cafés and the towering Dom Tower.

Best for: River cruise guests or longer stays
Travel time: ~25 minutes

The Hague (Den Haag)

Home to the Dutch government, The Hague blends culture and coastline. Visit the famous
Mauritshuis to see Vermeer’s Girl with a Pearl Earring.

Best for: Full-day trip
Travel time: ~50 minutes

[, Coastal Escape
Zandvoort

Need fresh sea air? Zandvoort is Amsterdam’s go-to beach destination, perfect fora
relaxing break from city sightseeing.



Best for: Summer visits
Travel time: ~30 minutes

Classic Dutch Experiences
Volendam & Marken

These traditional fishing villages—Volendam and Marken—offer colorful houses, harbor
views, and a glimpse of old Dutch life.

Best for: Culturalimmersion and photos
Travel time: ~30-40 minutes

&% Planning Tips by Cruise Type

== Ocean Cruise Guests (Limited Time)
Stick to closer options like Zaanse Schans, Haarlem, or Volendam—easy to fit into a half-
day without stress.

s River Cruise Guests (More Flexibility)
Take advantage of overnight stays with longer trips to Utrecht or The Hague, or combine
multiple nearby villages in one day.

B Getting Around

Trains: Fast, reliable, and connect all major destinations
Guided tours: Ideal if you want a structured, worry-free experience

Private transfers: Best for tight cruise schedules

1D Where to Eat in Amsterdam (Cruise-Friendly Picks)

Fine Dining & Special Occasion Restaurants



Perfect for overnight river cruise guests or ocean travelers arriving early/departing late.
Ciel Bleu

Located atop the Okura Hotel, this two-Michelin-star restaurant pairs refined international
cuisine with panoramic city views—ideal for a “wow” evening.

Best for: Romantic dinners, milestone meals

Cruise tip: Book sunset seating for maximum impact

Flore

A two-star Michelin and Green Star restaurant focused on sustainable, locally sourced
ingredients with creative presentation.

Best for: Foodies, modern Dutch cuisine

Why it stands out: Innovative, eco-conscious dining

RIJKS

Located inside the Rijksmuseum, this Michelin-starred restaurant offers elevated Dutch
cuisine tied to local ingredients and history.

Best for: Pairing culture + cuisine in one stop

Cruise tip: Ideal lunch stop after museum visit

Restaurant Bougainville

Overlooking Dam Square, this Michelin-starred spot blends creative European flavors with
a central location.

Best for: Ocean cruise guests wanting fine dining near the port

® Elevated but Approachable Dining
Great for both cruise types—high quality without a full fine-dining time commitment.

Ron Gastrobar



A Michelin-star experience that’s notably relaxed and accessible, with smaller plates and
creative flavors.

What travelers say:
“Approachable and not stiff... delicious food with a relaxed vibe.”

Best for: Guests wanting Michelin quality without formality

Restaurant Sinne
Blends French and Mediterranean cuisine with global influences in a cozy setting.

Best for: Quiet, refined dinner away from crowds

Restaurant De Kas (popular local pick)

Setin a greenhouse, focusing on hyper-local, garden-to-table dishes (often recommended
by locals and chefs).

Best for: Unique setting + seasonal menus

Casual Local Favorites (Quick & Authentic)
Ideal for ocean cruise passengers with limited time.
Foodhallen

A trendy indoor food market with multiple vendors—perfect for sampling Dutch and
international bites.

Best for: Groups or indecisive eaters

The Pancake Bakery
A classic stop for Dutch pancakes (sweet or savory) in a canal-side setting.

Best for: Quick lunch near major attractions



Cafe de Jaren

A spacious café with canal views serving light meals, coffee, and drinks.

Best for: Relaxed break between sightseeing

Local Food Experiences to Try Anywhere
Even without reservations, don’t miss:
Stroopwafels (fresh and warm from street vendors)
Herring stands for a true Dutch bite

Bitterballen (crispy meat snacks) often served with mustard

& Dining Strategy by Cruise Type

== Ocean Cruise Guests (Short Stay)

Stick to central locations (Dam Square, canal belt)
Choose one memorable meal + casual snacks

Consider lunch at RIJKS or dinner near port

s River Cruise Guests (Overnight Stay)
Mix fine dining + casual exploration
Try a Michelin restaurant one night and local cafés the next

Enjoy slower experiences like canal-side dining
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