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The Cotswolds is one of England’s most picturesque regions—rolling green hills, honey-
colored stone villages, and historic estates—and May is arguably the best time to visit.
Springis in full bloom, temperatures are mild, and the countryside is vibrant without peak
summer crowds.

Below is a well-rounded guide to what to see and do in May 2027, blending iconic highlights
with seasonal experiences.
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Why May is Special in the Cotswolds
o Wildflowers & bluebells carpet woodlands and fields
e Longdaylight hours for exploring villages and walking trails

o Comfortable weather (great for hiking, gardens, and outdoor pubs)

e Early-season energy before peak summer tourism

Overview

&> Must-See Villages
& Towns

These are the
postcard-perfect stops
you’ll recognize
instantly:

& Bourton-on-the-Water

Often called the “Venice of the Cotswolds,” with low stone bridges over the River Windrush
and charming cafés. Don’t miss the miniature modelvillage.

@S Bibury

Home to the famous Arlington Row cottages—one of the most photographed scenes in
England.

@ Stow-on-the-Wold

Historic market town with antique shops, cozy pubs, and a charming central square.



@& Broadway

Elegant and artsy, known for its wide main street and proximity to scenic viewpoints.
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i% Iconic Attractions & Historic Sites

..... Blenheim Palace

A UNESCO-Llisted estate and birthplace of Winston Churchill. Wander vast gardens, lakes,
and grand interiors.

3% Sudeley Castle
Rich in Tudor history with beautiful gardens—especially stunning in May bloom.

Broadway Tower

One of the highest points in the region, offering sweeping countryside views.



Best Outdoor Experiences (Perfect in May)
A Walk the Cotswold Way
A 100+ mile trail linking villages and countryside—ideal for short scenic sections.
& Westonbirt Arboretum
One of the UK’s finest tree collections—lush, green, and peaceful in spring.
45 Cotswold Water Park

Great for cycling, kayaking, paddleboarding, or just relaxing by the lakes.

Gardens & Seasonal Beauty
May is prime time for gardens:
e Hidcote Manor Garden —intricate Arts & Crafts design
o Painswick Rococo Garden —whimsical and colorful
o Batsford Arboretum — exotic trees and spring blossoms

Expect wisteria-covered cottages and vibrant floral displays everywhere.

&8 Unique Experiences
%3 Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway
Ride a vintage steam train through scenic countryside.
Cotswold Farm Park
Especially fun in May with lambing season and interactive farm experiences.
w1 Cotswold Wildlife Park

A relaxed zoo setting with large open enclosures.



Events & Experiences in May
e Spring garden festivals & open gardens
¢ Local food markets and farm events
e Opera & cultural performances, such as Longborough Festival Opera

« Maybank holiday weekends (lively atmosphere—but busier)

Food & Drink Highlights

e Traditional English pubs with outdoor gardens

o Afternoon tea in historic tearooms

e Local specialties like Cotswold cheeses and ales

o Distillery tours (gin/whisky blending experiences are popular)

Suggested 3-4 Day Itinerary

Day 1:
Broadway > Broadway Tower > Chipping Campden

Day 2:
Stow-on-the-Wold > Bourton-on-the-Water > Lower Slaughter

Day 3:
Blenheim Palace » Woodstock > countryside walk

Day 4 (optional):
Gardens (Hidcote / Painswick) + farm park or steam railway

Bottom Line

The Cotswolds in May offers the perfect balance of scenery, weather, and atmosphere—
lush landscapes, blooming gardens, and lively villages without the peak-season intensity.
Whether you’re walking historic trails, exploring grand estates, or simply enjoying a pintin a
countryside pub, it’s one of the most rewarding times to visit England’s most iconic rural
region.



Places to Stay

= Best Places to Stay in the Cotswolds

Luxury Country House Hotels (Top Tier)

These are the iconic, high-end stays—ideal for a pre-cruise extension.

Dormy House Hotel
Stylish farmhouse luxury with one of the best spas in the region and excellent dining.

Lucknam Park Hotel & Spa
Grand 5-star estate on 500 acres with standout spa and fine dining—classic English
elegance.

Whatley Manor Hotel & Spa
Refined, quieter luxury—ideal for spa-focused stays and food lovers.

Cowley Manor
Design-forward manor with beautiful grounds and a more contemporary feel.

® Boutique & Food-Focused Stays

More relaxed, stylish, and very “Cotswolds chic”

Thyme
Farm-to-table estate with cooking school and gardens—very experiential.

The Wild Rabbit
Rustic-luxury pub hotel with exceptional food and atmosphere.

The Pig in the Cotswolds
Casual luxury, garden-driven menus, relaxed vibe.

&> Classic Village Hotels (Quintessential Experience)

Perfect if you want to stay right in a postcard village

The Lygon Arms
Historic coaching inn with centuries of character and modern comfort



e The Slaughters Manor House
Peaceful, romantic countryside setting

¢ Lords of the Manor Hotel
Traditional elegance in one of the prettiest villages

Best Areas to Base Yourself
e Broadway/ Chipping Campden > Best all-around base (scenery + access)
e Stow-on-the-Wold / Bourton-on-the-Water > Central, easy for sightseeing

o Tetbury/ Cirencester > Slightly less touristy, more refined

~ Most experts recommend staying in one hotel and touring from there—the region is
compact and drivable.

Best Ways to Get There from London

4% 1. Private Car or Driver
e Time:~2-2.5hours

o Best for: Comfort, flexibility, luggage handling

« Door-to-door service
« Stop atvillages or sites en route

« ldealif heading to/from a cruise

&l 2.Train + Short Transfer (Best Balance)

Fast and easy, with minimal hassle

Popular routes:
e London Paddington > Moreton-in-Marsh (~1h30)
e London Paddington » Kingham (~1h20)

e London Paddington » Charlbury (~1h15)



From there:

e Taxito your hotel (10-25 minutes typically)

« Fast and efficient
«” Avoids London traffic

« Good compromise if you don’t want to drive

Tip: Install the Trainline app on your phones for easy booking and digital tickets.

&¢ 3. Rental Car (Best for Exploring)
e Pick upin London or Oxford

e Driveinto the Cotswolds

« Full flexibility to explore villages

« Best for multi-day itineraries

1. Downsides:
e Driving on the left
¢ Narrow country lanes

e Parking can be tricky in villages

s 4. Small Group Tour / Chauffeured Tour
e Departfrom London

e Includes guide + itinerary

« Easy, structured

X Less flexibility, more “touristy” pace

Pro Tips
e Train +driver combo is often the sweet spot (fast + seamless)

e Avoid renting a car in central London—pick up outside the city if possible



e Booktransfers early for May (busy season)

e If heading to the cruise, plan a direct transfer to Southampton (~1.5-2 hrs from
Cotswolds)

*~ Bottom Line
o Best stay style: Boutique luxury hotel in Broadway or the North Cotswolds
o Besttransport: Private transfer (luxury) or train to Moreton-in-Marsh + taxi/Uber

o Best strategy: Stay in one high-quality hotel and explore outward
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