
      www.traveldirectvacations.com 

Destination Details – Visiting Bergen 

 
Things to do, places to eat, trips to make when visiting Bergen May 11, 2026 

Quick Links 

Top-Rated Hotels Hidden Gem Sights Most Visitors Miss 
Hidden Gem Hotels Best Transportation Options 
Best Areas to Stay Best Day Trips from Bergen 
Top-Rated Restaurants Best Transportation for Day Trips 
Hidden Gem Restaurants Cruise Guest Tips 
Most Popular Sights to See Map of Main Attractions in Bergen 
Best Way to Get Attraction Tickets  

 

http://www.traveldirectvacations.com/


Bergen Travel Guide for Cruise Guests 

Why Cruise Guests Love Bergen 
Bergen is one of Norway’s most beautiful and walkable cruise destinations, surrounded by 
dramatic fjords, colorful waterfront buildings, mountain views, and charming cobblestone 
streets. Often called the “Gateway to the Fjords,” Bergen combines Scandinavian charm, 
fresh seafood, rich Viking history, and breathtaking scenery into an unforgettable 
destination that works perfectly for both port days and extended stays. 

 

Top-Rated Hotels 
���� Opus XVI 

Luxury boutique hotel connected to composer Edvard Grieg’s family. Elegant, refined, and 
centrally located. 

������� Hotel Norge by Scandic 

Modern upscale hotel near the harbor, Fish Market, and funicular. 

������ Bergen Børs Hotel 

Sophisticated hotel inside a historic stock exchange building with excellent dining. 

� Clarion Hotel Admiral 

Waterfront property with fantastic harbor views and easy cruise access. 

 

Hidden Gem Hotels 
������� Det Hanseatiske Hotel 

Historic wooden-beam hotel inside Bryggen offering old-world Norwegian atmosphere. 

������ Charmante Skostredet Hôtel 

Stylish boutique property tucked into one of Bergen’s coziest neighborhoods. 

 



���������� Klosterhagen Hotel 

Quiet, charming, family-run hotel near Nordnes. 

����� Hotel Oleana 

Modern artsy boutique hotel with bold Scandinavian design. 

 

Best Areas to Stay for Hotels & Airbnb 

 

� Bryggen & Vågen Harbor 

Best for first-time visitors and cruise guests. Walkable to major attractions. 

���� Sentrum (City Center) 

Excellent for dining, shopping, nightlife, and transportation. 

������� Nordnes 

Quiet peninsula neighborhood with charming streets and local feel. 

������ Skostredet Area 

Trendy, lively district known for cafés, wine bars, and boutique hotels. 



������ Sandviken 

Scenic residential area with fjord views and traditional wooden homes. 

 

Top-Rated Restaurants 
Activity Level: Easy 

��������� Lysverket 

One of Bergen’s premier fine dining experiences with exceptional seafood. 

��� Bare Restaurant 

Michelin-recognized modern Nordic cuisine. 

���� Cornelius Sjømatrestaurant 

Legendary seafood restaurant located on a small island outside Bergen. 

������� Colonialen 44 

Elegant Scandinavian dining with seasonal ingredients. 

������ Enhjørningen 

Historic waterfront seafood restaurant inside Bryggen. 

 

Hidden Gem Restaurants 
Activity Level: Easy–Moderate 

������ Trekroneren 

Famous gourmet hot dog stand beloved by locals. 

������������� Kaffemisjonen 

Excellent coffee and relaxed atmosphere. 

������������ Pingvinen 

Traditional Norwegian comfort food in a cozy local setting. 



�������������� Dr. Wiesener 

Historic pub with local atmosphere and hearty meals. 

���� Søstrene Hagelin 

Small seafood café famous for fish cakes and quick lunches. 

 

Most Popular Sights to See 
���� Fløibanen Funicular & Mount Fløyen 

Activity Level: Easy–Moderate 

Bergen’s most famous attraction offering panoramic city and fjord views. Visitors can ride 
the funicular or hike back down.  

Best Ticket Tip: 

Purchase tickets online ahead of time during peak cruise season. 

 

 



 

 

�������� Bryggen Wharf 

Activity Level: Easy 

UNESCO-listed colorful Hanseatic waterfront district filled with shops, galleries, cafés, and 
history. 

 

��� Bergen Fish Market 

Activity Level: Easy 

Iconic waterfront market featuring fresh seafood, local specialties, and souvenirs. 

 

���� St. Mary’s Church 

Activity Level: Easy 

One of Bergen’s oldest and most historic buildings. 

 

���������� KODE Museums 

Activity Level: Easy–Moderate 

Excellent art museums featuring Edvard Grieg collections and Norwegian art. 

 

������ Ulriken Cable Car 

Activity Level: Moderate–Strenuous 

Spectacular mountain views and hiking opportunities above the city. 

 



 

Best Ways to Get Attraction Tickets 
Activity Level: Easy 

� Book Ahead Online 

Highly recommended for: 

Fløibanen Funicular  

Ulriken Cable Car  

Fjord cruises  

Norway in a Nutshell tours  

� Bergen Card 

Can provide value for: 

Museums  

Transit  

Some attractions  

� Cruise Line Excursions 

Useful for: 

Long fjord tours  

Rural excursions  

Mobility-friendly options  

 

Hidden Gem Sights Most Visitors Miss 
������ Gamle Bergen Museum 

Activity Level: Easy–Moderate 

Open-air historic village showing old Bergen life. 



 

������� Nordnes Peninsula 

Activity Level: Moderate 

Beautiful quiet waterfront walks away from tourist crowds. 

 

 

����� Street Art Walks 

Activity Level: Moderate 

Bergen has an impressive urban art scene hidden throughout side streets. 

 

������� Sandviken Neighborhood 

Activity Level: Moderate 

Traditional wooden homes and postcard-worthy local scenery. 

 

�� Mount Fløyen Forest Trails 

Activity Level: Moderate–Strenuous 

Many visitors only visit the viewpoint and miss the peaceful forest hiking trails. 

 

Best Transportation Around Bergen 
������������������ Walking 

Best option for most cruise guests. Central Bergen is compact and scenic. 

���������� Light Rail (Bybanen) 

Clean, efficient, and excellent for airport transportation. 

�������� Taxis 

Reliable but expensive. 



������������� Ferries & Harbor Boats 

Useful for fjord excursions and island dining. 

������� Public Buses 

Efficient but often unnecessary for short stays. 

 

Best Day Trips from Bergen 
������������� Fjord Cruises 

The #1 Bergen experience featuring dramatic waterfalls, cliffs, and villages. 

Fjord tours & Cruises - visitBergen.com 

 

 

��������� Norway in a Nutshell 

Norway in a Nutshell® - Norway's Famous fjord tour 

Activity Level: Moderate 

One of Norway’s most famous scenic journeys featuring: 

Trains  

Fjord ferries  

Mountain scenery  

 

 

������� Hardangerfjord 

Activity Level: Moderate–Strenuous 

Famous for orchards, waterfalls, and dramatic landscapes. 

 

 

https://en.visitbergen.com/things-to-do/tours/fjord-tours
https://www.fjordtours.com/en/norway/tours/norway-in-a-nutshell


������ Flam 

Activity Level: Moderate 

Beautiful village reached by scenic rail and fjord routes. 

 

������ Vøringsfossen Waterfall 

Activity Level: Moderate 

One of Norway’s most spectacular waterfalls. 

 

 



 

 

Best Transportation for Day Trips 
��������� Scenic Rail 

Best for: 

Flam  

Oslo connections  

Norway in a Nutshell  

������������� Fjord Ferries 

Best for: 

Scenic cruising  

Fjord exploration  

Photography  

������� Guided Coach Tours 

Best for: 

Waterfalls  

Hardangerfjord  

Rural villages  

�������� Private Drivers 

Excellent for: 

Small groups  

Luxury travelers  

Flexible sightseeing  

 



Cruise Guest Tips 
������� Prepare for Rain 

Bergen is beautiful in all weather, but rain is very common. Waterproof jackets and 
comfortable shoes are essential. 

���� Stay Overnight if Possible 

Many cruise guests only see Bergen briefly, but the city becomes even more magical in the 
evenings after ships depart. 

 

������� Dress in Layers 

Weather can change rapidly, especially during fjord excursions. 

�������� Best Photography Times 

Early morning and late evening offer the best lighting around Bryggen and the harbor. 

 

 



Map of Main Attractions 
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