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🌲🌲 Seattle Travel Guide for Cruise Guests 
Seattle is one of America’s most scenic cruise gateway cities — a waterfront destination 
surrounded by mountains, islands, evergreen forests, coffee culture, seafood, glass art, 
markets, music history, and easy access to Alaska cruise departures. For cruise guests, 
Seattle works beautifully as a pre- or post-cruise stay because many top attractions are 
close to the waterfront, especially for guests sailing from Pier 66, while Pier 91 is only a 
short ride from downtown. The Port of Seattle operates two main cruise terminals: Bell 
Street Cruise Terminal at Pier 66 on the downtown waterfront and Smith Cove Cruise 
Terminal at Pier 91 near Magnolia/Queen Anne.  

 

🗺🗺 Best Areas to Stay in Seattle 

 

 



������� Downtown Waterfront / Pike Place — Best Overall for First-Time Cruise Guests 

This is the most convenient area for many cruise travelers, especially those sailing from 
Pier 66. Guests can walk to Pike Place Market, the Seattle Aquarium, the Great Wheel, 
waterfront restaurants, and ferry views. 

Best For: 

First-time visitors  

Cruise guests  

Pike Place Market  

Waterfront dining  

Easy sightseeing  

Activity Level: Easy to Moderate 

 

��������������� Downtown / Retail Core — Best for Convenience & Shopping 

Downtown puts guests close to hotels, restaurants, shopping, monorail access, and easy 
rides to the waterfront, Seattle Center, and cruise terminals. 

Best For: 

Short stays  

Easy transportation  

Shopping  

Business-class hotels  

Pre-cruise convenience  

Activity Level: Easy 

 

������� Seattle Center / Lower Queen Anne — Best for Space Needle & Families 

This area is ideal for guests who want to focus on the Space Needle, Chihuly Garden and 
Glass, MoPOP, theaters, and family-friendly attractions. 

 



Best For: 

Families  

Space Needle visits  

Museums  

Pier 91 convenience  

Longer sightseeing stays  

Activity Level: Easy 

 

���� Capitol Hill — Best for Dining, Nightlife & Local Energy 

Capitol Hill is one of Seattle’s liveliest neighborhoods, known for restaurants, cocktail bars, 
cafés, music venues, bookstores, and local culture. 

Best For: 

Food lovers  

Nightlife  

Younger travelers  

Boutique stays  

Local atmosphere  

Activity Level: Moderate due to hills 

 

�������� South Lake Union — Best for Modern Hotels & Easy Mobility 

South Lake Union offers newer hotels, lake views, restaurants, tech-campus energy, and 
easy access to downtown, Lake Union, and Seattle Center. 

Best For: 

Modern hotels  

Families  

Easy rideshare access  

Longer pre/post stays  

Lake Union activities  

Activity Level: Easy 



�� Ballard / Fremont — Best Hidden Gem Neighborhoods 

These neighborhoods are better for repeat visitors or guests with extra time. Ballard is 
known for seafood, breweries, the Locks, and Nordic heritage, while Fremont offers quirky 
public art, cafés, and local dining. 

Best For: 

Repeat visitors  

Breweries  

Local dining  

Boutique stays  

Hidden Seattle personality  

Activity Level: Moderate 

 

🏨🏨 Top-Rated Hotels 
�������������������� Four Seasons Hotel Seattle 

A luxury downtown hotel near Pike Place Market and the waterfront, with excellent views, 
upscale service, and strong pre/post cruise convenience. 

Perfect For: 

Luxury cruise extensions  

Pike Place access  

Couples  

Waterfront stays  

 

 

������� The Edgewater Hotel 

An iconic waterfront hotel built over Elliott Bay, known for views, rock-and-roll history, and 
classic Seattle atmosphere. 



Perfect For: 

Waterfront views  

Cruise guests  

Romantic stays  

Seattle character  

 

��������������� Fairmont Olympic Hotel 

A historic luxury hotel in downtown Seattle with grand architecture, elegant rooms, and a 
polished city-center feel. 

Perfect For: 

Classic luxury  

Downtown convenience  

Special occasions  

Pre-cruise stays  

 

������� Hyatt Regency Seattle 

A large, modern downtown hotel with easy access to the Convention Center, shopping, 
restaurants, and transportation. 

Perfect For: 

Families  

Modern rooms  

Short stays  

Easy rideshare access  

 



✨ Hidden Gem Hotels 
����������� Hotel Theodore 

A stylish downtown boutique hotel inspired by Seattle’s innovation and design history. 

Best For: 

Boutique hotel lovers  

Downtown convenience  

Couples  

Short stays  

 

����� Palihotel Seattle 

A charming boutique property near Pike Place Market with vintage-inspired design and 
excellent walkability. 

Best For: 

Pike Place Market  

Boutique atmosphere  

Food lovers  

First-time visitors  

 

������ The Maxwell Hotel 

A colorful, family-friendly hotel near Seattle Center and the Space Needle. 

Best For: 

Families  

Seattle Center  

Theater visits  

Pier 91 convenience  

 



���� The State Hotel 

A boutique hotel close to Pike Place Market with modern design and an excellent location 
for downtown exploring. 

Best For: 

Market access  

Short cruise stays  

Walkability  

Boutique style  

 

🍽🍽 Top-Rated Restaurants 
Seattle is known for seafood, Pacific Northwest ingredients, coffee culture, international 
flavors, and creative neighborhood dining. While Seattle is not a Michelin Guide city, 
Washington restaurants and chefs regularly appear in James Beard Award conversations, 
and the 2026 James Beard Awards included Washington and Seattle-area nominees and 
finalists.  

������� Canlis 

One of Seattle’s most famous fine-dining restaurants, known for sweeping views, polished 
service, and Pacific Northwest tasting menus. 

Perfect For: 

Special occasions  

Fine dining  

Romantic dinners  

Luxury cruise extensions  

 

���������� Spinasse 

A beloved Capitol Hill restaurant focused on handmade pasta and Northern 
Italian/Piedmont-inspired cuisine. 



Perfect For: 

Food lovers  

Date nights  

Pasta-focused dining  

Reservations in advance  

 

��� The Walrus and the Carpenter 

A Ballard favorite known for oysters, seafood, small plates, and neighborhood charm. 

Perfect For: 

Seafood lovers  

Oyster fans  

Local atmosphere  

Pre/post cruise dining  

 

����� The Pink Door 

A Pike Place Market classic serving Italian-American dishes, cocktails, and a lively hidden-
entrance atmosphere. 

Perfect For: 

First-time visitors  

Market-area dining  

Groups  

Fun atmosphere  

 



 

💎💎 Hidden Gem Restaurants 
��� RockCreek Seafood & Spirits 

A Fremont seafood restaurant with excellent fish, shellfish, and Pacific Northwest flavors. 

Best For: 

Seafood lovers  

Local dining  

Dinner away from tourist crowds  

 

������� Kamonegi 

A small Fremont restaurant known for handmade soba noodles and Japanese-inspired 
seasonal dishes. 

Best For: 

Noodle lovers  

Hidden gem dining  

Food-focused travelers  

 

��������� Musang 

A Beacon Hill restaurant celebrating Filipino flavors, community dining, and creative 
comfort food. 

Best For: 

Unique local cuisine  

Groups  

Food lovers  

Neighborhood dining  



������ Le Pichet 

A classic French café near Pike Place Market with a cozy, Parisian-style atmosphere. 

Best For: 

Breakfast or lunch  

Wine and small plates  

Market-area breaks  

Relaxed dining  

 

🏛🏛 Most Popular Sights to See 
��� Pike Place Market 

Seattle’s most famous attraction, filled with fishmongers, flower stalls, bakeries, cafés, 
local crafts, restaurants, and waterfront views. 

Best Time: 
Go early morning for fewer crowds and better photos. 

Activity Level: Easy to Moderate 

 

 



������� Space Needle 

Seattle’s iconic observation tower with panoramic views of the skyline, Puget Sound, 
Mount Rainier, and the Olympic Mountains on clear days. 

Best Ticket Tip: 
Book timed-entry tickets in advance during cruise season. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

�� Chihuly Garden and Glass 

A colorful glass-art museum next to the Space Needle, showcasing the work of Dale 
Chihuly in galleries, a glasshouse, and gardens. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

������� Museum of Pop Culture 

A striking museum focused on music, film, science fiction, gaming, and pop culture. 

Best For: 

Families  

Music fans  

Rainy days  

Seattle Center visitors  

Activity Level: Easy 

 

������� Seattle Waterfront 

The waterfront includes piers, seafood restaurants, the Great Wheel, Seattle Aquarium, 
ferries, public art, and views across Elliott Bay. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

 



������������� Washington State Ferries 

A ferry ride is one of the best Seattle experiences, even for guests who are not heading to a 
specific island. The Bainbridge Island ferry is especially popular for views and an easy half-
day outing. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

🔍🔍 Hidden Gem Sights Most Visitors Miss 
�� Ballard Locks 

A fascinating place to watch boats move between Puget Sound and Lake Union, with 
gardens and a seasonal salmon ladder. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

������������������������ Fremont Troll 

A quirky public art installation under the Aurora Bridge and one of Seattle’s most fun photo 
stops. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

������ Kerry Park 

A small Queen Anne viewpoint with one of the most famous skyline views of Seattle. 

Best Time: 
Sunset or clear mornings. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

������ Alki Beach 

A laid-back waterfront neighborhood in West Seattle with skyline views, walking paths, 
restaurants, and beach atmosphere. 

Activity Level: Easy 



����������� Pioneer Square Underground Tour 

A guided tour exploring Seattle’s historic underground passageways and early city history. 

Activity Level: Moderate 

 

������ Volunteer Park Conservatory 

A peaceful greenhouse in Capitol Hill’s Volunteer Park, ideal for a slower local experience. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

🚇🚇 Best Transportation Around Seattle 
����� Link Light Rail — Best for Airport to Downtown 

Seattle’s Link light rail connects Seattle-Tacoma International Airport with downtown and 
several neighborhoods. It is useful for travelers packing light and staying near a station. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

�������� Taxi / Uber / Lyft — Best for Cruise Transfers 

Rideshare and taxis are usually the easiest option for luggage-heavy cruise guests, 
especially when transferring to Pier 91. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

������������������ Walking — Best for Pike Place, Waterfront & Downtown 

Central Seattle is walkable, but guests should expect hills, stairs, and changing weather. 

Best Walking Areas: 

Pike Place Market  

Waterfront  

Seattle Center  

Pioneer Square  

South Lake Union  

Activity Level: Moderate 



������������� Ferries & Water Taxis — Best Scenic Transportation 

Ferries and water taxis are part transportation, part sightseeing. Bainbridge Island, 
Bremerton, and West Seattle routes are especially scenic. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

����� Seattle Monorail — Best for Downtown to Seattle Center 

The monorail connects Westlake Center downtown with Seattle Center, making it an easy 
way to reach the Space Needle and Chihuly Garden and Glass. 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

🚢🚢 Cruise Port Tips 
Seattle’s two main cruise terminals serve different cruise lines and locations. Pier 66 / Bell 
Street Cruise Terminal is on the downtown waterfront and is home to Norwegian Cruise 
Line and Oceania Cruises, with Pike Place Market, the Seattle Aquarium, and the Great 
Wheel nearby. Pier 91 / Smith Cove Cruise Terminal serves Carnival, Celebrity, Cunard, 
Holland America, Princess, and Royal Caribbean, and is located near the north end of the 
waterfront, about 10 minutes from the Space Needle and retail core under normal 
conditions.  

Tips: 

Confirm whether your ship sails from Pier 66 or Pier 91.  

Stay near Pike Place/Downtown Waterfront for the easiest Pier 66 access.  

Stay near Seattle Center/Lower Queen Anne or Downtown for easier Pier 91 access.  

Use rideshare, taxi, or cruise transfers if traveling with luggage.  

Seattle traffic can be heavy on cruise mornings, especially during peak Alaska season.  

Build in extra time for airport transfers.  

If flying in the same day, keep your arrival time conservative.  

For Alaska cruises, arrive at least one day early when possible.  



🌄🌄 Best Day Trips from Seattle 
������ Mount Rainier National Park 

A spectacular mountain day trip with alpine scenery, waterfalls, wildflowers in season, and 
iconic views of Mount Rainier. 

Best Transportation: 
Guided tour or rental car 

Activity Level: Moderate to Strenuous 

 

������������� Bainbridge Island 

An easy ferry ride from downtown Seattle with shops, cafés, waterfront walks, and 
beautiful skyline views on the return. 

Best Transportation: 
Washington State Ferry 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

���� Woodinville Wine Country 

A wine-tasting area northeast of Seattle with tasting rooms, restaurants, and relaxed 
countryside atmosphere. 

Best Transportation: 
Private driver, guided wine tour, or rideshare 

Activity Level: Easy 

 

������� Snoqualmie Falls 

A dramatic waterfall east of Seattle and a relatively easy half-day trip. 

Best Transportation: 
Rental car or guided tour 

Activity Level: Easy 



 

Snoqualmie Fall, Snoqualmie, WA 

 

������� Olympic Peninsula 

A longer but spectacular trip featuring mountains, forests, beaches, and Olympic National 
Park scenery. 

Best Transportation: 
Guided tour or rental car 

Activity Level: Moderate to Strenuous 

 



 

🥐🥐 Farine Bakery — Woodinville Hidden Gem 
A stop at Farine Bakery & Café is a must when visiting Woodinville on a day trip from 
Seattle. This Belgian-inspired bakery and café brings a European bakery experience to the 
Eastside, with fresh breads, pastries, desserts, breakfast items, and café favorites made 
daily. Farine describes itself as a Belgian-inspired café offering house-made fresh breads, 
pastries, desserts, and bistro fare, with “farine” meaning flour — the heart of what they do.  

What makes Farine special is the focus on fresh, scratch-made baking. Their team notes 
that they start from scratch every day to bring authentic French and Belgian breads, 
pastries, and other baked goods to the neighborhood. For visitors, that means this is not 
just a quick coffee stop — it is a true bakery experience with European-style pastries, 
buttery croissants, Belgian waffles, breads, breakfast plates, sandwiches, and beautiful 
desserts. 

Reviewers frequently highlight Farine for its pastries, breakfast items, waffles, tarts, coffee, 
and welcoming café atmosphere. Review summaries mention favorites such as the 
Brussels waffle, truffle croque madame, veggie breakfast sandwich, pistachio Paris-
Brest, and chocolate tarts, while another reviewer called the pastries “worth the stop,” 
specifically mentioning croissants and pain au chocolat. The Woodinville location is also 
noted as being new and already “buzzing,” with early reviews from visitors excited to have 
Farine in the area.  

���� Recommended Items to Try 

• Belgian waffle or waffle dippers — a great nod to Farine’s Belgian roots  

• Butter croissant — simple, classic, and ideal with coffee  

• Pain au chocolat / chocolate croissant — made with Belgian chocolate batons  

• Almond croissant — a rich pastry option for croissant lovers  

• Farine basket — perfect for sharing, with breads, croissant, pain au chocolat, 
house-made jams, and whipped butter  

• Eggs Benedict croissant — a heartier brunch choice using Farine’s flaky croissant  

• French toast / pain perdu — custard-soaked brioche with berries and whipped 
cream  



• Belgian hot chocolate — a cozy choice made with Belgian dark chocolate syrup  

• Belgian white chocolate mocha — ideal for a sweet coffee treat  

• Seasonal tarts or chocolate desserts — especially good for an afternoon pastry 
stop  

���� Why It Works on a Woodinville Day Trip 

Farine is a perfect first stop before wine tasting or a relaxing mid-day break between tasting 
rooms. It gives guests a softer, slower start to the day with coffee, pastries, brunch, and 
fresh-baked comfort before exploring Woodinville’s wineries. For travelers who enjoy 
hidden gems, local cafés, and European-style bakeries, Farine adds a memorable and 
delicious touch to the Woodinville experience. 

🎟🎟 Best Ways to Book Attractions & Tours 
����� Timed Tickets 

Recommended for: 

Space Needle  

Chihuly Garden and Glass  

Museum of Pop Culture  

Seattle Aquarium  

Popular harbor cruises  

 

������������������ Guided Walking Tours 

Excellent for: 

Pike Place Market  

Pioneer Square  

Underground history  

Coffee culture  

Food tours  



������������� Harbor Cruises 

Best for: 

Skyline views  

Puget Sound scenery  

Easy sightseeing  

Cruise guests with limited time  

 

���� Wine & Food Tours 

Great for: 

Pike Place Market  

Capitol Hill  

Ballard  

Woodinville  

Seafood and coffee experiences  

 

🍽🍽 Food Tour Guide for Seattle 
Seattle is a fantastic food city for cruise guests because its flavors are tied directly to the 
Pacific Northwest: salmon, oysters, Dungeness crab, coffee, craft beer, bakeries, Asian 
cuisine, farmers markets, and waterfront dining. A food tour is one of the easiest ways to 
experience Seattle quickly, especially for guests with only one or two nights before an 
Alaska cruise. 

 

  
 



🥘🥘 Best Food Tour Areas 

 

 

��� Pike Place Market — Best First-Time Food Tour Area 

Pike Place Market is the best food tour area for first-time visitors. It offers seafood, 
bakeries, flowers, crafts, produce, coffee, and historic market atmosphere all in one 
walkable area. 

Best For: 
First-time visitors  
Cruise guests  
Market tastings  
Easy sightseeing  
Short stays  
 

Foods to Try: 
Chowder  
Smoked salmon  
Local cheese  
Pastries  
Coffee  
Craft chocolate  
Washington apples or seasonal fruit  

Activity Level: Easy to Moderate 



 
Recommended Experience: 
Pike Place Market tasting tour  
Early-access market tour  
Private market food walk for cruise guests  

 

����������� Pioneer Square — Best History + Food Experience 

Pioneer Square is Seattle’s oldest neighborhood, with brick buildings, underground history, 
bars, cafés, and restaurants. 

Best For: 
History lovers  
Architecture  
Casual dining  
Underground tours plus food  
 

Foods to Try: 
Coffee  
Sandwiches  
Cocktails  
Small plates  
Local desserts  

Activity Level: Moderate 
 
Recommended Experience: 
Pioneer Square food and history walk  
Underground tour plus lunch  
Cocktail and small-plate route  
 

 

����������������� Capitol Hill — Best Dining & Nightlife Tour 

Capitol Hill is one of Seattle’s best neighborhoods for restaurants, bars, cafés, bakeries, 
and nightlife. 

Best For: 
Food lovers  
Evening tours  
Cocktails  
Local neighborhood feel  
Younger travelers  

Foods to Try: 
Handmade pasta  
Dumplings  
Filipino food  
Craft cocktails  
Dessert  

 
Activity Level: Moderate 
 
Recommended Experience: 
Capitol Hill dining walk  
Cocktail and dessert route  
Private neighborhood food tour  



 

��� Ballard — Best Seafood, Breweries & Local Flavor 

Ballard combines seafood restaurants, breweries, Nordic heritage, farmers markets, and 
the Ballard Locks. 

Best For: 
Seafood lovers  
Breweries  
Repeat visitors  
Sunday market outings  
 

Foods to Try: 
Oysters  
Salmon  
Beer  
Pastries  
Local market snacks  

Activity Level: Easy to Moderate 
 
Recommended Experience: 
Ballard seafood and brewery route  
Ballard Sunday Market food walk  
Locks plus lunch itinerary  

 

 

 

���� Woodinville — Best Wine Experience 

Woodinville is the best wine-focused day trip from Seattle, with tasting rooms representing 
many Washington wineries. 

Best For: 
Wine lovers  
Couples  
Relaxed day trips  
Groups  

Foods to Try: 
Washington wine  
Cheese plates  
Charcuterie  
Farm-to-table dishes  

 
Activity Level: Easy 
 
Recommended Experience: 
Woodinville wine tasting tour  
Private driver wine route  
Wine and lunch day trip  

 

 



� Recommended Food Tour Companies & Platforms 

��� Savor Seattle 

Best For: 

Pike Place Market  

First-time visitors  

Market history  

Classic Seattle tastings  

Why Recommend It: 
Savor Seattle is one of the best-known local operators for Pike Place Market food tours and 
is a strong fit for cruise guests who want a polished, easy introduction. 

 

������ Eat Seattle 

Best For: 

Chef-led market tours  

Cooking-focused travelers  

Pike Place Market  

Smaller-group experiences  

Why Recommend It: 
Eat Seattle-style tours are useful for travelers who want more culinary explanation and 
local ingredient context. 

 

������� Private Guide Food Tours 

Best For: 
Cruise guests with limited time  
Families  
Mobility concerns  
Hotel or cruise terminal pickup  
Custom pacing  

Recommended Routes: 
Pike Place Market classic tasting walk  
Pioneer Square history and food  
Capitol Hill dinner route  
Ballard seafood and breweries  
Woodinville wine day  

 
Private tours are often the best fit for cruise guests because they can adjust around flight 
arrivals, hotel location, luggage, pier transfers, and Alaska cruise departure times. 

 



🍴🍴 Foods to Try on a Seattle Food Tour 
��� Salmon 

A Pacific Northwest staple, often served smoked, grilled, cured, or in chowders and 
sandwiches. 

������������������ Dungeness Crab 

A regional seafood favorite, especially during peak seasons. 

����� Clam Chowder 

A classic waterfront and market-area comfort food. 

����� Oysters 

Washington is known for excellent oysters from Puget Sound, Hood Canal, and nearby 
waters. 

������ Coffee 

Seattle’s coffee culture is a major part of the city’s identity, from historic cafés to modern 
roasters. 

�� Washington Apples & Seasonal Produce 

The market is a great place to sample local fruit, berries, and produce. 

������ Craft Chocolate 

Seattle has a strong artisan chocolate scene, often featured on market tours. 

�������������� Craft Beer 

Ballard, Fremont, and Capitol Hill are excellent areas for local beer. 

���� Washington Wine 

Washington is one of the top wine-producing states in the U.S., and Seattle is a great 
gateway to tasting rooms. 

 



🚢🚢 Best Food Tour Choices for Cruise Guests 
��� Best First-Time Seattle Food Tour 

Pike Place Market tasting tour 

Why: 

Most iconic Seattle food experience  

Easy to combine with waterfront sightseeing  

Great for short stays  

Works well before or after boarding day  

Activity Level: Easy to Moderate 

 

�� Best Evening Food Tour 

Capitol Hill dining and cocktail route 

Why: 

Great local energy  

Excellent restaurant variety  

Fun after a day of sightseeing  

More local than the waterfront  

Activity Level: Moderate 

 

��� Best Seafood Experience 

Ballard seafood and brewery route 

Why: 

Oysters, salmon, breweries, and local neighborhood charm  

Easy to combine with Ballard Locks  

Great for repeat visitors  

Activity Level: Easy to Moderate 

 

 



���� Best Wine Experience 

Woodinville wine tasting day 

Why: 

Relaxed day trip  

Excellent for couples and groups  

Great after an Alaska cruise  

Minimal walking if using a driver  

Activity Level: Easy 

 

💡💡 Tips for Booking Seattle Food Tours 
Book early during Alaska cruise season.  

Morning tours are best for Pike Place Market.  

Evening tours work well in Capitol Hill and Ballard.  

Wear comfortable shoes; downtown hills can be steep.  

Bring a light jacket or rain layer.  

Let the operator know about seafood, shellfish, dairy, gluten, or alcohol restrictions.  

Avoid scheduling a long food tour too close to cruise check-in.  

Private tours are best for guests with mobility needs or luggage concerns.  

 

✨ Best Overall Food Tour Recommendation 
For most first-time cruise guests, the best Seattle food-tour combination is: 

Pike Place Market tasting tour by day + waterfront or Capitol Hill dinner in the evening. 

This gives travelers both sides of Seattle: the classic market-and-seafood experience, plus 
the city’s modern restaurant and neighborhood dining culture. 



☀ Activities based on how long you’re in Seattle 
1 Night 

Pike Place Market  

Waterfront walk  

Space Needle or Chihuly Garden and Glass  

Seafood dinner  

 

2–3 Nights 

Add: 

Bainbridge Island ferry  

Seattle Center museums  

Pioneer Square  

Capitol Hill dining  

Ballard Locks  

Food tour  

 

4+ Nights 

Add: 

Mount Rainier  

Woodinville wine country  

Snoqualmie Falls  

Olympic Peninsula  

More neighborhood exploring  



 

 

✨ Most Underrated Seattle Experience 
������ Seeing the City from the Water 

Seattle makes the most sense from the water. Ferries, harbor cruises, waterfront walks, 
and views across Elliott Bay reveal the city’s best combination of skyline, mountains, 
islands, and working waterfront. 

Best Simple Experiences: 

Bainbridge Island ferry at sunset  

Coffee at Pike Place Market  

Oysters near the waterfront  

Kerry Park skyline view  

Ballard Locks boat watching  

Seattle Center museums on a rainy day  

Woodinville wine tasting after a cruise  

The true magic of Seattle is found in its contrasts: city skyline and mountain peaks, luxury 
hotels and market stalls, coffee shops and seafood counters, ferries and forests, rainy-day 
museums and clear-sky views of Mount Rainier. For cruise guests, it is one of the easiest 
and most rewarding U.S. cities for a pre- or post-cruise stay. 



Map of Area Attractions 
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