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Promise of Jesus

Long ago, God promised that He would send a Messiah to save us from our sins. Be-
cause Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, people had to give sacrifices to
God. The Messiah, Jesus, would become the sacrifice for our sins.

God keeps His promises. His best promise was the Messiah. We read in the Bible that
the Messiah, Jesus, did come. He loved children. He healed sick people. He taught us
lessons. And He died so we could be saved from our sins. Then He arose from the
dead and went to live in Heaven with God, His Father. He is making a home in Heaven
for each of us.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his
shoulder, and his name will be called "Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace." Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be
no end, upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will do this. Isaiah 9:6-7 RSV.

In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in
Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She was en-
gaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to
her and said, "Greetings, favored woman! The
Lord is with you! Confused and disturbed, Mary
tried to think what the angel could mean. "Don't
be frightened, Mary," the angel told her, "for God
has decided to bless you! You will become
pregnant and have a son, and you are to name
him Jesus. He will be very great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord
God will give him the throne of his ancestor Da-
vid. And he will reign over Israel forever; his
Kingdom will never end!" Mary asked the angel,
"But how can | have a baby? | am a virgin." The
angel replied, "The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you. So, the baby born to you will be
holy, and he will be called the Son of God.
What's more, your relative Elizabeth has become
pregnant in her old age! People used to say she
was barren, but she's already in her sixth month.
For nothing is impossible with God." Mary re-
sponded, "I am the Lord's servant, and | am will-
ing to accept whatever he wants. May every-
thing you have said come true." And then the
angel left. Luke 1:26-38 NLT




Jesus was born in a manger

Jesus’s mother, Mary, was going to marry a man named Joseph. She had to go with
Joseph to his home town of Bethlehem to register for a tax census. Jesus was not born
yet, but he was expected to come soon.

When they got to Bethlehem, there was no room for them at the Hotel, called an inn.
Mary and Joseph had to sleep where the animals were kept.

At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken
throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) All returned to their own towns to register for this census. And be-
cause Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea,
David's ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He
took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was obviously pregnant by this time. And while
they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her first child,
a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the village inn. Luke 2:1-7 NLT



Jesus is the son of God

Jesus was born one night while Joseph and Mary were staying in the stable with the an-
imals. When Jesus was born, his mother wrapped him in clean pieces of cloth and laid
him in a manger. The manger is where the animals ate their hay.

Angels appeared to shepherds, who were guarding their flocks of sheep at night. The
angels told them, do not be afraid. We came to give you great news. The Savior has
been born in Bethlehem.

That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, guarding their flocks of
sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the
Lord's glory surrounded them. They were terribly frightened, but the angel reassured
them. "Don't be afraid!" he said. "l bring you good news of great joy for everyone! The
Savior-yes, the Messiah, the Lord-has been born tonight in Bethlehem, the city of David!
And this is how you will recognize him: You will find a baby lying in a manger, wrapped
snugly in strips of cloth!" Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others-the
armies of heaven-praising God. Luke 2:8-11 NLT



Jesus always was

Jesus came to us as a baby on earth. But the Bible tells us that He always has been.
He was first with God the Father in Heaven. Jesus is God. God is the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. The Bible also tells us that Jesus made all things.

Jesus came o earth because He loves us so much! He came as a baby, because that
is the only way He could grow up to be a man to teach us and help us.

Christ, the Eternal Word: In the beginning the Word already existed. He was with God,
and he was God. He was in the beginning with God. John 1:1-2 NLT



Jesus amazed the teachers

When Jesus was twelve years old, Mary and Joseph took Him to the temple in Jerusa-
lem. The temple was their main church building. Jesus spoke to the teachers and
asked them hard questions. Jesus told them things that amazed them. Jesus knew
things that the teachers did not know. The teachers were surprised that just a boy knew
SO much.

Mary and Joseph could not find Jesus and went looking for him. They found him in the
temple and growled Him. Jesus said, “Did you not know | would be in my Father's
House?” God was His father, and the temple was the House of God.

Every year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. When Jesus
was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual. After the celebration was
over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His par-
ents didn't miss him at first, because they assumed he was with friends among the other
travelers. But when he didn't show up that evening, they started to look for him among
their relatives and friends. When they couldn't find him, they went back to Jerusalem to
search for him there. Three days later they finally discovered him. He was in the Tem-
ple, sitting among the religious teachers, discussing deep questions with them. And all
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. His parents didn't
know what to think. "Son!" his mother said to him. "Why have you done this to us?
Your father and | have been frantic, searching for you everywhere." "But why did you
need to search?" he asked. "You should have known that | would be in my Father's
house." But they didn't understand what he meant. Then he returned to Nazareth with
them and was obedient to them; and his mother stored all these things in her heart. So,
Jesus grew both in height and in wisdom, and he was loved by God and by all who
knew him. Luke 2:41-52 NLT



John the Baptist

God sent someone to lead the way for Jesus. God sent John the Baptist. He was born
to older people that never had children before. John told the people to repent from their
sins. He said someone greater than him would come. John said, | am preparing the
way for him.

That person would be Jesus. John baptized people in the river when they repented of
their sins. That is why he was called the Baptist.

But the angel said, "Don't be afraid, Zechariah! For God has heard your prayer, and
your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son! And you are to name him John. You will have
great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice with you at his birth, for he will be great in
the eyes of the Lord. He must never touch wine or hard liquor, and he will be filled with
the Holy Spirit, even before his birth. And he will persuade many Israelites to turn to the
Lord their God. He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah, the prophet of old.
He will precede the coming of the Lord, preparing the people for his arrival. He will turn
the hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will change disobedient minds to ac-
cept godly wisdom." Luke 1:13-17 NLT

God sent John the Baptist to tell everyone about the light so that everyone might believe
because of his testimony. John himself was not the light; he was only a witness to the
light. John 1:6-8 NLT



John baptized Jesus

When Jesus grew up, it was time to start His ministry. We think he was about 30 years
old and had been working with his earthly father, Joseph for many years.

The first thing Jesus did was to go see John and be baptized. When John saw Jesus,
he knew right away that Jesus was the special one he was preparing the people for.
John said, you should baptize me, because he knew that Jesus was the Son of God.

Jesus told John, we must do it right. You must baptize me. This pleased God.

Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But John
didn't want to baptize him. "l am the one who needs to be baptized by you," he said,
"so why are you coming to me?" But Jesus said, "It must be done, because we must do
everything that is right. " So, then John baptized him. Matthew 3:13-15 NLT

He announced: "Someone is coming soon who is far greater than | am-so much greater
that | am not even worthy to be his slave. | baptize you with water, but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit!" One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and he was
baptized by John in the Jordan River. And when Jesus came up out of the water, he
saw the heavens split open and the Holy Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven saying, "You are my beloved Son, and | am fully pleased with
you." Mark 1:7-11 NLT



Jesus got helpers to follow him

Since Jesus came to earth as a man, he needed helpers. Many people followed him.
From all of those, He selected twelve men who would be His close helpers. They were
called disciples. He taught them how to preach. After Jesus returned to heaven, these
men would go all over to teach people about God.

Jesus and the disciples eating “The Last Supper”

One day as Jesus was walking along the shores of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon
and his brother, Andrew, fishing with a net, for they were commercial fishermen. Jesus
called out to them, "Come, be my disciples, and | will show you how to fish for people!"
And they left their nets at once and went with him. A little farther up the shore Jesus
saw Zebedee's sons, James and John, in a boat mending their nets. He called them,
too, and immediately they left their father, Zebedee, in the boat with the hired men and
went with him. Mark 1:16-20 NLT

Afterward Jesus went up on a mountain and called the ones he wanted to go with him.
And they came to him. Then he selected twelve of them to be his regular companions,
calling them apostles. He sent them out to preach, and he gave them authority to cast
out demons. These are the names of the twelve he chose:

Simon (he renamed him Peter),

James and John (the sons of Zebedee, but Jesus nicknamed them "Sons of Thunder").
Andrew, Philip, and Bartholomew.

Matthew and Thomas.

James (the son of Alphaeus).

Thaddaeus and Simon (the Zealot).

And Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him). Mark 3:13-19 NLT
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Jesus taught us

Jesus taught many interesting lessons. Often, He taught lessons by telling a parable.
Parables are stories He made up to help us understand things better. One day, people
were angry with Jesus because He ate dinner with some bad people. Jesus answered
and told them that bad people need Him more than good people. He used the example
of how happy a shepherd would be to find a lost sheep.

"If you had one hundred sheep, and one of them strayed away and was lost in the wil-
derness, wouldn't you leave the ninety-nine others to go and search for the lost one until
you found it? And then you would joyfully carry it home on your shoulders. When you
arrived, you would call together your friends and neighbors to rejoice with you because
your lost sheep was found.

In the same way, heaven will be happier over one lost sinner who returns to God than
over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven't strayed away! Luke 15:3-7 NLT
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The Sermon on the Mount

A famous lesson taught by Jesus is called the Sermon on the Mount. A mount is a hill.
Jesus gave this lesson to teach that God will bless people who are kind, share, and
treat others nicely.

Some day in Heaven, God will reward you for the good things you do.

One day as the crowds were gathering, Jesus went up the mountainside with his disci-
ples and sat down to teach them. This is what he taught them:

v

v
v

AN

God blesses those who realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is
given to them.

God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

God blesses those who are gentle and lowly, for the whole earth will belong to
them.

God blesses those who are hungry and thirsty for justice, for they will receive it in
full.

God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.

God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of
God.

God blesses those who are persecuted because they live for God, for the King-
dom of Heaven is theirs.

God blesses you when you are mocked and persecuted and lied about because
you are my followers.

Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And
remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted, too. Matthew 5:1-12 NLT
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Love your enemies

Jesus came to save us from our sins. He also came to teach us lessons about how we
should behave. He told us that we should be kind even to our enemies.

Jesus was teaching new ideas. When He came to earth as the Son of God, He
changed the rules. Jesus said that we should treat others the same way as we would
want them to treat us.

We call this the Golden Rule, and usually recite it as, “Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.”

Give to those who ask, and don't turn away from those who want to borrow. "You have
heard that the law of Moses says, 'Love your neighbor' and hate your enemy. But | say,
love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will be acting
as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and
the good, and he sends rain on the just and on the unjust, too. Matthew 5:42-45 NLT

So whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them; for this is the law and
the prophets. Matthew 7:12 RSV
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Jesus loves children

Children are often kinder than grownups. Children love others more easily than
grownups do. Children love Jesus, and He loves them. One day, grownups were
growling people for bothering Jesus by bringing their children to Him. Jesus told them
to let the children come to Him. Jesus held the children and blessed them.

Jesus loves children. Jesus loves youl!

About that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Which of us is greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven?" Jesus called a small child over to him and put the child among
them. Then he said, "l assure you, unless you turn from your sins and become as little
children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven. Therefore, anyone who be-
comes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. And any-
one who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf is welcoming me. Matthew 18:1-5
NLT

One day some parents brought their children to Jesus, so he could touch them and
bless them, but the disciples told them not to bother him. But when Jesus saw what
was happening, he was very displeased with his disciples. He said to them, "Let the
children come to me. Don't stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. | assure you, anyone who doesn't have their kind of faith will never get into the
Kingdom of God." Then he took the children into his arms and placed his hands on their
heads and blessed them. Mark 10:13-16 NLT
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Jesus loves the poor

Jesus was kind to the poor. The poor people loved Jesus, too. Sometimes Jesus
helped the poor, and they were thankful.

Some of the rich people did not love Jesus. Because they had lots of money, they
thought they did not need anything more. They thought they did not need Jesus.

Do you see that Jesus loves the little ones, the poor, and the sick the most? It is be-
cause they need Him the most and love Him the most.

Jesus went over to the collection box in the Temple and sat and watched as the crowds
dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large amounts. Then a poor widow
came and dropped in two pennies. He called his disciples to him and said, "l assure
you, this poor widow has given more than all the others have given. For they gave a
tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has." Mark
12:41-44 NLT
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Jesus loves sinners, too

One day Jesus went to the home of a tax collector. In those days, tax collectors were
not liked very much. People thought the tax collectors were mean and dishonest. Je-
sus went to the home of a tax collector to eat a meal. The people criticized Jesus for
doing that. Jesus explained that bad people need him more than good people.

Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax-
collection booth. "Come, be my disciple!" Jesus said to him. So, Levi got up, left every-
thing, and followed him. Soon Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest
of honor. Many of Levi's fellow tax collectors and other guests were there. But the
Pharisees and their teachers of religious law complained bitterly to Jesus' disciples,
"Why do you eat and drink with such bad people?" Jesus answered them, "Healthy
people don't need a doctor-sick people do. | have come to call sinners to turn from their
sins, not to spend my time with those who think they are already good enough." Luke
5:27-32 NLT
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He taught us to pray

We can talk to God. He hears us. This is called “prayer.” We can even pray inside our
head, silently, and God will hear us.

Jesus taught us how to pray. He said that God likes us to pray when we are alone, so it
is just between you and God. Sometimes we pray in groups, too, like at church or when
we ask the blessing before a meal. That is called a group prayer.

You can pray, for example, “Dear God, please keep all my family safe today and please
give us our food and shelter. Thank you, God, for hearing my prayer. In Jesus name |
pray, Amen.”

"And now about prayer. When you pray, don't be like the hypocrites who love to pray
publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. | as-
sure you, that is all the reward they will ever get. But when you pray, go away by your-
self, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father secretly. Then your Father, who
knows all secrets, will reward you. "When you pray, don't babble on and on as people
of other religions do. They think their prayers are answered only by repeating their
words again and again. Don't be like them, because your Father knows exactly what
you need even before you ask him! Pray like this:

Our Father in heaven, may your name be hon-
ored. May your Kingdom come soon. May
your will be done here on earth, just as it is in
heaven. Give us our food for today, and for-
give us our sins, just as we have forgiven those
who have sinned against us. And don't let us
yield to temptation but deliver us from the evil
one.

"If you forgive those who sin against you, your
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you re-
fuse to forgive others, your Father will not for-
give your sins. Matthew 6:5-15 NLT

Jesus praying to His Father
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Jesus wants us to forgive others

When we do something wrong, we can pray to God and ask Him to forgive us. He will
forgive us! If we ask our parents to forgive us when we do something bad, they will for-

give us, too.

God wants us to forgive people, too. If your friend is mean to you, and later is sorry,
then you should forgive him or her. We would want our friend to forgive us.

Jesus said that, if we do not forgive others, then God will not forgive us.

If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if
you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. Matthew 6:14-15

And when you stand praying, forgive, if you have (a grudge) against anyone: that your
Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not for-
give, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. Mark 11:25-26
KJV

Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned:
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven. Luke 6:37 KJV
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Jesus is our Savior

Why do we call Jesus “the Savior?” it is because He can save us from our sins. It is
why He died on the cross for us. If we accept Jesus as our Savior, and if we confess
our sins, he will forgive us.

When Jesus saves us from our sins, it means someday we can go to Heaven to be with
Him and our loved ones who are saved, too.

God sent John the Baptist to tell everyone about the light so that everyone might believe
because of his testimony. John himself was not the light; he was only a witness to the
light. The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was going to come into
the world.

But although the world was made through him, the world didn't recognize him when he
came. Even in his own land and among his own people, he was not accepted.

But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of
God. They are reborn! This is not a physical birth resulting from human passion or
plan-this rebirth comes from God. So, the Word became human and lived here on earth
among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory,
the glory of the only Son of the Father. John 1:6-14 NLT
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Jesus is the Creator

At the very beginning of the Bible, there is a story about how God made everything-the
earth, the sky, the sun, stars, planets, oceans, and all the animals. God also made a
man and a woman and put them in a beautiful garden. God told the man to name all
the animals.

In the stories about Jesus called the Gospels, we are told that Jesus was the Creator.
Jesus knows everything. He sees everything. And He has the power to do anything.
We are lucky that he loves us so much!

But we know that there is only one God, the Father, who created everything, and we ex-
ist for him. And there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom God made every-
thing and through whom we have been given life. 1 Corinthians 8:6 NLT

He created everything there is. Nothing exists that he didn't make. Life itself was in

him, and this life gives light to everyone. The light shines through the darkness, and the
darkness can never extinguish it. John 1:3-5 NLT
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Jesus has the power to heal

Jesus could heal sick people. He could tell the wind and the water to do what He com-
manded. In the picture below, Jesus healed a little girl who died. He brought her back
to life. Jesus never refused to heal a sick person. It showed that he is God and has all
power.

And there was a woman in the crowd who had
had a hemorrhage for twelve years. She had
suffered a great deal from many doctors
through the years and had spent everything
she had to pay them, but she had gotten no
better. In fact, she was worse. She had heard
about Jesus, so she came up behind him
through the crowd and touched the fringe of his
robe. For she thought to herself, "If | can just
touch his clothing, | will be healed." Immedi-
ately the bleeding stopped, and she could feel
that she had been healed!

Jesus realized at once that healing power had
gone out from him, so he turned around in the
crowd and asked, "Who touched my clothes?"
Then the frightened woman, trembling at the
realization of what had happened to her, came
and fell at his feet and told him what she had
done. And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith
has made you well. Go in peace. You have
been healed." Mark 5:25-30. NLT

Another time, someone was healed just because she touched his clothes, because she
believed in him.

And there was a woman in the crowd who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years. She
had suffered a great deal from many doctors through the years and had spent every-
thing she had to pay them, but she had gotten no better. In fact, she was worse. She
had heard about Jesus, so she came up behind him through the crowd and touched the
fringe of his robe. For she thought to herself, "If | can just touch his clothing, | will be
healed." Immediately the bleeding stopped, and she could feel that she had been
healed!

Jesus realized at once that healing power had gone out from him, so he turned around
in the crowd and asked, "Who touched my clothes?" Then the frightened woman, trem-
bling at the realization of what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and told
him what she had done. And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well.
Go in peace. You have been healed." Mark 5:25-30. NLT
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Jesus has power over nature

Jesus could command the wind to be still and the sea to be calm. He could walk on the
water. He even helped fisherman catch a full net of fish. This showed that he knows
everything and has all power over everything that He made.

One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's cross over to the other side of the lake." So,
they got into a boat and started out. On the way across, Jesus lay down for a nap, and
while he was sleeping the wind began to rise. A fierce storm developed that threatened
to swamp them, and they were in real danger. The disciples woke him up, shouting,
"Master, Master, we're going to drown!" So, Jesus rebuked the wind and the raging
waves. The storm stopped, and all was calm! Then he asked them, "Where is your
faith?" And they were filled with awe and amazement. They said to one another, "Who
is this man, that even the winds and waves obey him? Luke 8:22-25 NLT

That evening his disciples went down to the shore to wait for him. But as darkness fell
and Jesus still hadn't come back, they got into the boat and headed out across the lake
toward Capernaum. Soon a gale swept down upon them as they rowed, and the sea
grew very rough. They were three or four miles out when suddenly they saw Jesus
walking on the water toward the boat. They were terrified, but he called out to them, "I
am here! Don't be afraid." Then they were eager to let him in, and immediately the
boat arrived at their destination! John 6:16-21 NLT

22



Jesus is 6od

The people had trouble understanding that Jesus is God. He told them, and they just
did not get it. Until then, they just thought of God as ne being. God is one, but He is
also three. God is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God the Son is Jesus.

An egg is one egg. Itis one cell. But it is also a shell, a yolk, and an egg white. It is
one thing, but it is three things. That can be very hard to understand.

Jesus said, “| and the Father are One.” The only thing that can mean is that Jesus is
God. Jesus told us that he existed even before Abraham, which is His way of telling us
that He always has been.

Jesus answered, "The truth is, | existed before Abraham was even born!”
John 8:58 NLT

The Jewish leaders surrounded him and asked, "How long are you going to keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." Jesus replied, "I have already told
you, and you don't believe me. The proof is what | do in the name of my Father. But
you don't believe me because you are not part of my flock. My sheep recognize my
voice; | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and they will never per-
ish. No one will snatch them away from me, for my Father has given them to me, and
he is more powerful than anyone else. So, no one can take them from me. The Father
and | are one." John 10:24-30 NLT
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Jesus had to die

If Jesus is God, how could He die? Why did He have to die?

He did it for us. As God, He could not die, so He became a man so that He could die.
On the cross, he accepted the sins of all men and women against Himself. As a per-
fectly innocent man, He accepted the sin of Man against God and the unfairness of Man
against Man.

When God made the world, He made everything perfect. He gave us the gift of choice.
Sadly, we chose to sin which brought death into the world. Jesus was willing to die for
us because He loves us.

For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard. Yet now God in his gra-
cious kindness declares us not guilty. He has done this through Christ Jesus, who has
freed us by taking away our sins. For God sent Jesus to take the punishment for our
sins and to satisfy God's anger against us. We are made right with God when we be-
lieve that Jesus shed his blood, sacrificing his life for us. God was being entirely fair
and just when he did not punish those who sinned in former times.

Romans 3:23-25 NLT
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Jesus lives again

Some people got angry with Jesus. They did not believe that He was the Son of God.
They put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. We call that day Good Friday.

Jesus died on the cross. His blood ran from His body. His blood ran just like the animal
sacrifices people made before Him. His blood was shed to wash our sins away.

Did you ever have a pet that died? Did you bury it? When things die, and we bury
them, that is the end of them. It was not the end for Jesus. Jesus had promised He
would rise from the dead. On the third day He did arise from the dead. We call that day
Easter.

Jesus is alivel

Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went out to see the tomb. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, because an
angel of the Lord came down from heaven and rolled aside the stone and sat on it. His
face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. The guards shook
with fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead faint. Then the angel spoke to
the women. "Don't be afraid!" he said. "l know you are looking for Jesus, who was cru-
cified. He isn't here! He has been raised from the dead, just as he said would happen.
Come, see where his body was lying. And now, go quickly and tell his disciples he has
been raised from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him
there. Remember, | have told you." The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were
very frightened but also filled with great joy, and they rushed to find the disciples to give
them the angel's message. And as they went, Jesus met them. "Greetings!" he said.
And they ran to him, held his feet, and worshiped him. Matthew 28:1-9 NLT
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Jesus went to Heaven

After Jesus was resurrected from the grave on Easter, he stayed on earth for 40 days to
teach to His people. Then, one day he said he was leaving but will come back some-
day. He will come back to take those who love Him to Heaven. When it was time for
Him to go, He lifted His hands toward heaven. He rose up and disappeared.

His disciples saw this, and they took great joy in telling others about the happy thing
they witnessed.

Heaven is beautiful. Jesus is in Heaven right now. He rules with God the Father. Je-
sus is called the Lamb of God because His blood was shed to wash away our sins, just
as people sacrificed lambs many long ages ago.

Then Jesus led them to Bethany, and lifting his hands to heaven, he blessed them.
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. They worshiped
him and then returned to Jerusalem filled with great joy. And they spent all their time in
the Temple, praising God. Luke 24:50-53 NLT

And the angel showed me [in Heaven] a pure river with the water of life, clear as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb, coursing down the center of the main
street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a
fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for medicine to heal the nations. No
longer will anything be cursed. For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and
his servants will worship him. Revelation 22:1-3 NLT

26



Jesus will come again

Jesus promised that he will come again someday. We do not know when. He tells us
to be ready.

Jesus promised that He has made a place in Heaven for us. That means he will come
for us.

Is there a way to know if you will go to heaven? Yes, there is a way. Jesus said, “| am
the Way.” You can ask Jesus to save you. Please read the next page to find out how.

But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly
waiting for him to return as our Savior. He will take these weak mortal bodies of ours
and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same mighty power that he
will use to conquer everything, everywhere. Philippians 3:20-21 NLT

Do not be troubled. You trust God, now trust in me. There are many rooms in my Fa-
ther's home, and | am going to prepare a place for you. If this were not so, | would tell
you plainly. When everything is ready, | will come and get you, so that you will always
be with me where | am. John 14:1-3 NLT
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Can you go to Heaven someday?

Yes! You can go the Heaven someday! Jesus promised that we could one day go to
Heaven. He said we could be with Him and God. We could be with everyone who Je-
sus saved. Everyone who believes on Jesus will be saved.

Did you ever hear grownups say that the best things in life are free? Jesus will save
you for free. You cannot spend money to get to Heaven. You cannot get to Heaven by
doing good things. Jesus did it all. Jesus can save you. He wants to save you.

You can be saved if you accept Jesus as your Savior. You can go
to heaven if you accept Jesus as your Savior. To do this, pray:

Dear God, | am sorry that sometimes | do bad things. | know that
Jesus can save me from my sins. Jesus, please come into my heart
and be my Savior. Please help me try to be good. | know that
sometimes | might do bad things. But | know you will forgive me
when | ask you to. Thank you for saving me. Amen.

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him will not perish but have eternal life. God did not send his Son into the world to con-
demn it, but to save it. John 3:16-17 NLT
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Can bad people go to Heaven?

When Jesus was on the cross, there were two thieves hanging on other crosses be-
cause they were bad. One of the thieves mocked Jesus and said told Him to get down
off the cross and save all of them if He was really the Son of God. Jesus could have
done that, but that was not part of His plan. The other thief growled the first thief and
said, we deserve to die but this man did nothing wrong.

The second thief was sorry. He asked Jesus to remember him. Jesus told him, be-
cause he believed in Jesus, that today he would be in Heaven with Jesus.

One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, "So you're the Messiah, are you?
Prove it by saving yourself-and us, too, while you're at it!" But the other criminal pro-
tested, "Don't you fear God even when you are dying? We deserve to die for our evil
deeds, but this man hasn't done anything wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me
when you come into your Kingdom." And Jesus replied, "l assure you, today you will be
with me in paradise [heaven].” Luke 23:39-43
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And the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, will keep your hearts and

your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7 RSV.
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