

         Welcome to St Albans Steiner Kindergarten

The Kindergarten was founded in 1982 and has been providing excellent early years care for over forty years.  We are part of Waldorf UK and are also registered with Ofsted. Our ethos has always been to offer a warm, homely environment where children can feel safe and happy, and where their learning experiences will be nurtured and well supported.

Our aim is to provide a gentle first step towards independence for the child, and for each child to become confident and secure so that they are able to develop their social, emotional and learning skills in a nurturing environment.  Our focus is based on social interaction and learning through play.
 
We welcome children of all abilities and backgrounds into the Kindergarten with a view that we can all learn from each other.  Our inclusive policy and our strong sense of social responsibility ensures that we are open to everyone from all cultures, religions and ethnic groups, and we support equal opportunities for those with special needs or learning difficulties.  No child, or family, is discriminated against because of his/her/their ethnicity, culture, religion, language, family background, learning difficulties, disabilities or gender and every child is treated as an individual with individual needs, that we aim to meet.

We also aim to provide support to the families and carers whose children attend the kindergarten. Our view is that, ‘The Parent is the Child’s first teacher’, and strongly believe that building firm parent partnerships based around shared experiences and common ideals is key to providing a positive learning environment in which each child can develop as an individual.

We hope that, with this in mind, you and your child/children will be very happy and will enjoy your time within the Kindergarten environment.

For more information you can ask to see our policies and procedures and read our ‘About Kindergarten’ folder, which is kept by the door.



The Kindergarten Year
At Kindergarten we follow the seasons and we have a seasonal table that reflects the time of year we are in, with natural decorations.  We also reflect the seasons in our painting, baking and craft, and singing/movement activities.

We celebrate various festivals over the year, the main ones being Easter, Whitsun, Midsummer, Michalmas, the Lantern Festival and Advent.  However, we mark many other days/occasions throughout the year, including Pancake Day and welcome additional celebration suggestions from our families such as Chinese New Year, Eid, Diwali or Hanaka. Please let us know if you would like to share your celebrations of a special occasion at Kindergarten. 

We also celebrate the end of each term, Spring, Summer and Autumn, with an end-of-term festival where families (parents/carers) are asked to join their children for a shared ring time, a bring-and-share meal and a seasonally appropriate puppet show.

Each year the Kindergarten takes part in various community events, which our families are encouraged to participate in and support, plus two or three fundraising events for the Kindergarten itself.

Fundraising and Community Events
Each year the Kindergarten takes part in various community events, which our families are encouraged to participate in and support, plus two or three fundraising events for the kindergarten itself.
These fundraising events cannot happen without the support of, and donations from, our families, and we therefore hope all families will contribute in any way that they are able. This may be by simply giving your time and support ,or making craft items, cakes or donating items for us to sell.

All monies raised from these events goes back into the Kindergarten to buy new toys, craft items, etc, and enables us to continue to provide your children with high quality learning experiences.






The Kindergarten Day
As well as following the seasons, we also have a rhythm to our days and weeks at Kindergarten. Our days begin at 9am, with morning ring.  If a Parent/Carer wishes to join us for singing you are very welcome, please then say goodbye to their children quickly and quietly and leave them to settle in to the morning’s routine.

Each day has a main craft activity on offer, such as baking, painting, gardening or craft (sewing, felting, sanding, etc), which we run alongside free play. Free play is child-initiated and we see this as crucial to a child’s development in terms of ‘Creative Learning’, which strongly supports their personal, social and emotional, communication and language development and also physical development. 

Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design are encompassed within our craft, baking, gardening, sharing of books and stories, break time and other activities. All of our activities are inclusive of those areas of the EYFS. However, please note that there are a couple of areas of the EYFS from which we as a Steiner/Waldorf kindergarten are exempt; namely abstract mathematics’, communication technology, reading, phonics, and writing. This is because we believe that formal learning begins after the child has found their learning style and confidence through social interactions, play and observations 

Following play and craft activity, we tidy away together ready for circle time; during which we engage the children in finger games, rhymes and songs.  Following this, the children are invited to wash their hands ready for break time, when we all sit down together around the table and enjoy the bread that the children have made earlier in the morning, along with fruits, water and any other baked goods that have been made.

Break time is when we celebrate any birthdays in Kindergarten.  If your child has a birthday in Kindergarten you will be asked to make a cake (a member of staff will explain) and bring it in on the morning for us to turn into a birthday star and decorate.  We do this so that all children receive the same treatment in Kindergarten for their birthdays.  A birthday story will then be told using candles and some background information relating to your child.

Following break the children are invited to get ready for the garden.  We aim to go outside every day, whatever the weather, and your child therefore requires sensible, seasonally appropriate clothing and footwear (including wellingtons) as they will be getting wet, muddy and cold in the autumn/winter months and they will need sun hats and sun cream applied during the spring/summer. 

Lunch
For those staying for a longer day, something simple is cooked or prepared such as salad, seasonal soup or Roast vegetables. We all sit and share the food together; this is to encourage children to try new food and textures and that mealtimes are a group activity.

After Lunch
We have a quiet time of reading or doing puzzles together before playing in the garden until home time.

Parent Partnerships
The relationship between our parents and the Kindergarten is very important to us.  We believe wholeheartedly that parents should feel involved in their child’s learning which is why parents are invited to the morning ring at 9.30am if they wish.

We have several opportunities over the year for families to come to Kindergarten together to share an experience, such as our Lantern Festival, Advent Spiral, end-of-term celebrations. We also hold coffee mornings where we just come together for a chat and to share ideas and advice.

Our staff are also available for a brief chat, at check-in and also after the morning session, Parents/carers are also welcome to make an appointment for a longer chat/meeting if they would like to discuss any issues or concerns. Your child’s keyworker will introduce themselves to you and will be available to meet and discuss any concerns regarding your child.

Parent consultations are held twice per academic year, usually in the autumn and spring terms. We will also invite you in in order to complete your child’s 2 year check chart with us.

We communicate via text or email and there is a parent’s What’s app group that all families are invited to join. Please like us on Facebook for regular news, pictures and so on.  You are also welcome to share any significant news/achievements from home with us via our ‘Sharing News’ envelope on the main noticeboard.  For instance, your child may have learnt to ride their scooter or bicycle, or learnt to skip, do up their zip or tie a knot; it is always nice for us to learn of a child’s achievements outside of Kindergarten, as well as see those within, as it helps us to develop a rounded picture of your child.

Fees and Charges

St Albans Steiner Kindergarten receives early years funding for all 2, 3 and 4 year olds both for the 15 and 30 hours depending on parental eligibility.  This means that children are funded from the term after their second birthday (if they are eligible), or the term after their 3rd birthday, for up to 15 hours per week, until the term after their fifth birthday. 

Any hours attended in addition to the State funding are chargeable.

Morning Session: each morning session is charged at £24.00.
Afternoon session; £20


Voluntary contributions: Kindergarten has introduced a £10 donation per child per term to help cover the rising costs of materials.  As you are aware, we use quality materials for arts and crafts and, indeed, for all of our activities, such as naturally dyed sheep’s wools and proper water colour painting papers.  However, prices have risen a lot over the past few years and, although we have managed to cover these up until now, it is becoming increasingly difficult.  Although the donations are voluntary, we will not be able to continue using such quality materials unless we are able to cover the costs fully, so thank you in advance for your consideration of this.

 A brief outline of some of The St Albans Steiner Kindergarten Policies
Safeguarding Children: Everyone working with children has a responsibility to safeguard and promote a child’s welfare. Any concerns you might have for any child or staff attending the kindergarten, please speak with Zanna or with the chair of trustees, Linda Pugh (01727 868624). All staff have safeguarding training, all staff are DBS checked as are all the kindergarten trustees.

Promoting Positive Behaviour: We believe that children flourish best when their personal, social and emotional needs are met and understood and where there are clear and developmentally appropriate expectations of behaviour, the members of staff are positive role models for the children to imitate, (A theory of Steiner’s philosophy is that children learn through imitation), we provide a strong routine and rhythm to the kindergarten morning, which creates a sense of security and safety for the children. Behaviour such as kindness, empathy, courtesy and caring is praised. Children are encouraged to help each other; to look after the toys etc at kindergarten and to help with tidying up, this gives them the sense of responsibility, self esteem and confidence. 

Late collection of a child: We expect children to be collected on time as late pick ups can be distressing for a child, especially if they are regular. Please phone and let the staff know what time you intend to arrive or if you are arranging for someone else to pick up your child, please inform staff prior to pick-up time, so that we can create a password so the staff on duty can identify the person. 

Attendance Policy: Please let the kindergarten know if your child is going to miss a session, whether it’s for a holiday or illness. If you have not informed the kindergarten, you will receive a phone call by 10.30am, to check that all is well.

Child Protection: If your child receives an injury whilst at kindergarten you will be informed and given an accident or an incident form to sign. The circumstances of the issue will be fully explained to you. We, in turn, need to know about any accidents or incident that have occurred away from the kindergarten, especially if there is a bruise or mark on your child. This will then be recorded in your child’s file. 

Key Person: Every child in kindergarten has a key worker who will observe and support your child whilst at kindergarten, but Zanna oversees all the staff and supports all the children.

Outings: we try to visit local sites, such as a farm, we do need parents to help with the trips, as we may need help with transport.

Drink and Food: There is always water for the children to drink and food is provided at breaktime, where we share fruit, vegetables and bread. If you would like to donate food for everyone to share, please discuss with a member of staff. 
All the staff have Food and Hygiene training. Kindergarten has a level 5 certificate in Food and Hygiene. It is essential we are made aware of any allergies prior to your child starting at kindergarten to ensure we are able to accommodate these as the kitchen where some of the food is prepared is part of a shared community centre.

Toys: If your child brings a toy to kindergarten, we will ask them to put it in a basket by the door, so it will not get lost or broken during the morning session.

Phones, Apple watches and Photographs in kindergarten: We have a no phone policy in kindergarten, and ask that parents do not use their phones in kindergarten. We have a kindergarten camera and when your child leaves kindergarten you will receive photographs of your child’s time in kindergarten. 

Sickness: If your child is ill, please keep them at home, if they have a stomach upset please allow a 48 hour period after your child’s upset stomach before they come back to kindergarten.
We will only administer medicines with a prescription from the Doctor and a completed kindergarten medicine form.
All the kindergarten staff have an up to date First Aid Paediatric certificate. 

Kindergarten is registered with Data base Protection. GDPR.

Complaints: If you have a complaint regarding kindergarten, please in the first instant speak to Zanna, or if that does not seem appropriate please get in touch with Linda Pugh (Chair of Trustees, 01727868624), we will then follow the kindergarten’s complaints procedure. 

We are registered with Ofsted and if you want to contact them our registration number is 123589 and their phone number is 03001231231

We do hope you and your child will be happy at kindergarten and look forward to welcoming them.


 






 


