Virtual Meeting of Cedar Valley's Promise Early Childhood Coalition
Friday, April 24, 2026
9 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Via Zoom Link 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83660624797?pwd=YUZiZzVTL3Qyd2doa2hHRWdDS2tJZz09

Meeting ID: 836 6062 4797
Passcode: 931452
Purpose: To assure a full continuum of quality, inclusive early care and education opportunities (for young children birth-8 years and their families) are available within the community.  The means for us to accomplish this is through collaboration (to maximize community resources in three primary focus areas).
(1)	Early intervention and health
(2)	Parent education and support services
(3) Early care and education
This coalition serves as the community advisory committee for Shared Visions, MIECHV, Campaign for Grade Level Reading and Early Childhood Health.

Attendance: Brooke Olson, Together for Youth; Jennifer Gibbs, Operation Threshold;  Sarah Boleyn, CCR&R; Sarah Ross, Tri-County; Traci Smith, 1st Five; Jay Mattson, Community United; Danya Albert, Monsoon; Ed Gruenwald, Growing Minds; Jamie Clancy, Linda Jacoby and Morgan Klein, Cedar Valley Preschool; Shannon Bass, Northeast Iowa Food Bank; Michelle Shepher, Four Oaks; Samantha Soash, LSI;

Agenda:

1. Introductions and Agency Sharing
Jennifer-not much change going on at OT currently
Sarah R-recently signed up on the Hope Hub with the Thrive initiative. Still enrolling families. Had to cancel the autism event due to weather. Sarah is looking for some training on family goal setting.
Brooke-new partnership with Lincoln Savings Bank to provide financial education and setting up checking and savings accounts
Sam-has noticed a trend of families moving out of the area
Jamie-just finished Week of the Young Child events, just finished strategic business plan, fully staffed for summer
Jay-no updates
Ed-no updates
Traci-continuing to train medical professionals
Shannon-Empty Bowls fundraiser was held recently. Major construction is happening right now.
Michelle-no updates
Danya-third annual baby gear swap is happening in the Des Moines area. There are several drop off areas in the Des Moines area. Support group is happening in the Des Moines area as well.
Sarah-consultants continuing to work with programs. If you know of people who might be interested in starting family child care, let them know. Parent referrals still happening. One more training this spring with the nurse consultant. Lots of work happening with programs on challenging behaviors and staff turnover.

2. Additions/modifications to agenda  none

3. CVP report and update
Senate file 2488 has passed the chamber. This would move all home visitation dollars to state administration. House file 2712 has been amended significantly. The most important update is that HF 2712 is no longer an implementation bill. The amended version centers on:
· Conducting a formal review of the early childhood system
· Evaluating structure, funding, and program alignment
· Identifying opportunities for improved coordination and efficiency
This represents a shift from immediate policy changes to a planning and assessment phase.
It is unclear if the Senate will pass this version. ECI areas have received their funding amounts for FY27 and applications have been released to current contractors and posted on the CVP website. Preschool scholarship applications have also been put on our website. Next weekend is the spring institute for Iowa AEYC. I hope to see some of you there! State board chair was not reappointed. There is a need for more citizen members on the state board.

4. Child Care Solutions Fund Workgroup-the group has not met recently.

5. Parent Pals
 	Alisha has left the position. Lexie and Josie will be conducting the hospital visits.

6. Community Awareness, Education, Advocacy
May is adolescent sexual health month. There will be displays at the Waterloo Public Library for that. May 8 Child Care Provider Appreciation Day. May 11 Day without Child Care. Brenda met with all members of Congress for Iowa the last week of February.Next Meeting
June 12, 2026

