Virtual Meeting of Cedar Valley's Promise Early Childhood Coalition
Meeting Notes
Friday, February 13, 2026
9 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Via Zoom Link 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83660624797?pwd=YUZiZzVTL3Qyd2doa2hHRWdDS2tJZz09

Meeting ID: 836 6062 4797
Passcode: 931452
Purpose: To assure a full continuum of quality, inclusive early care and education opportunities (for young children birth-8 years and their families) are available within the community.  The means for us to accomplish this is through collaboration (to maximize community resources in three primary focus areas).
(1)	Early intervention and health
(2)	Parent education and support services
(3) Early care and education
This coalition serves as the community advisory committee for Shared Visions, MIECHV, Campaign for Grade Level Reading and Early Childhood Health.

In Attendance: 

Agenda: Joni Spencer, SuccessLink; Jennifer Gibbs, Operation Threshold; Christy Weber, HHS; Beth Hanisch, CCR&R; Danya Albert, Monsoon; Morgan Klein, Cedar Valley Preschool intern; Karie Foster, ISU Extension; Samantha Soash, LSI; Michelle Shepher, Four Oaks; Traci Smith, 1st Five; Jamie Clancy, Cedar Valley Preschool; Ed Gruenwald, Growing Minds; Shannon Bass, Northeast Iowa Food Bank; Sarah Kenkel, Hawkeye Community College; Jay Mattson, CUCCC; Lindsey Lauck, LSI

1. Introductions and Agency Sharing
Joni-Success Street sites management, YPT is stronger than ever and almost at goal for size with a number of new attenders. Resource Navigator has been hired and 2 new health educators. They have started 2 new empowerment groups for young women. A new Prevent Child Abuse Coalition has started in the last year. If you want to join, contact Joni and she will connect you with Katie Strub.
Beth-CCR&R, she has been collaborating a lot with Cindy the Child Care Nurse Consultant lately. Some trainings coming up including Period of Purple Crying and an updated Family Child Care PBIS, NAC-National Administrator Credential starting March 23, Super Saturday April 18 with 3 trainings, CPR and First Aid and Spring AEYC institute.
Karie-she is bringing a literacy program in at Hawkeye Community College which provides books to young children, also will be starting a Science of Parenting group at the Van G Miller site of HCC, child care provider training is also coming up for ERS on March 5, in April there is an interest center training for child care providers in Cresco
Jamie and Linda-Prairie Rapids Audubon Society collaboration will be doing the bird count this week. They have a new intern and will be working on a new 3 year plan.
Lindsey and Samantha-Community Baby shower is coming up on March 3. Still taking referrals from families; Sam met with a professor at UNI yesterday to talk about interns and family support work.
Sarah-HCC main campus, shoutout to Karie from ISU Extension, partnership with Pathways recently too
Jennifer-PAT and NEST program supervisor, have been doing the nest classes, have received their blue ribbon certificate which is an 18 month process. Have been partnering with the food bank with the diaper program and are wrapping that up.
Traci-recently changed to one support specialist and one admin support staff. Site visits with clinics have been happening.
Danya-support group in Maquoketa has been extended to the schools, serve all 99 counties, support group has been expanded to Mason City schools too, partnering with Riverview Center and recently met with Gwen Deming with CPPC because they have been receiving a lot of referrals from DHHS lately in the Dubuque area.
Shannon-Director of Programs at Northeast Iowa Food Bank, there is a renovation and expansion of the facility. Recently had a day at the dome to pack 60,000 backpacks of food. Also partnering now with Cedar Valley’s Promise to provide food and diaper supplies to pregnant moms and families with young children.
Christy-Child Care Compliance Unit, partner with CCR&R and consultants to support child care homes
Ed-Growing Minds just worked with CCR&R to do 2 classroom renovations
Jay-Growing Iowa grant with CCR&R to do sensory walls and classroom supplies and shade structure.

2. Additions/modifications to agenda-added information from First Children’s Finance to the agenda.


3. CVP report and update
Brenda has been at the capitol 3 times in the last 9 days attending house sub-committees, senate sub-committees and the Iowa Child Care Coalition Day on the Hill. HSB623 is the bill that would eliminate ECI. That bill has been tabled. The same bill was introduced as SSB3111. That bill passed sub-committee yesterday 2/12/26 by a vote of 2-1 with Senators Warme and Evans voting for and Senator Trone-Garriott voting against. We are disappointed with this outcome as it keeps the bill alive with the upcoming funnels particularly since HHS Director Janee Harvey introduced a number of changes that differ from the original bill language but those changes were not available in writing at the time of the hearing. Following the sub-committee, the board of the ECI Association which Brenda is Vice Chair for met with Director Harvey and the HHS Legislative Liaisons as well as the Association’s lobbyist to discuss concerns, areas of compromise and how we can move forward. We anticipate receiving the updated bill language early next week. We do support other provisions in the bill including to keep the Child Care Assistance Pilot for staff working in the field. There is also a stand alone bill that does the same thing. On February 6, Brenda and 7 other ECI Directors met with potential board members of proposed District 7. We wanted board members to meet each other and each ECI area in proposed District 7 shared information about current contracts and other work in the local areas. On February 10, there was great attendance and engagement at the Iowa Child Care Coalition Day on the Hill. Save the Children Action Network lead the planning for the event and reported that more than 80 people were in attendance and more than 30 legislators came to the events.

4. Child Care Solutions Fund Workgroup-this group has not met since November.

5. Parent Pals-Alisha met with more than 1400 

6. Community Awareness, Education, Advocacy
Brenda will be going to Washington DC on February 21 and will be meeting with Iowa’s members of Congress as part of the Iowa AEYC team.

7. First Children’s Finance - A new virtual cohort is starting for Family Child Care Providers in Iowa! This is a wonderful opportunity to earn training credit and connect with peers.
https://www.firstchildrensfinance.org/app/uploads/2026/01/IA_Flyer_Spring-BLC-HHS-FamilyCC_2026_Digital.pdf

Here are some virtual trainings coming up for child care centers, funded by USDA Rural Development.
https://www.firstchildrensfinance.org/app/uploads/2025/12/IA_Flyer_Trainings_2026_Digital-new.pdf

We also have new funding to be able to provide face-to-face FCF business trainings for Family Child Care and Centers in the Black Hawk County Area, as well as other interested urban areas in central and eastern Iowa. Please contact infoIA@firstchildrensfinance.org to learn more or if you are interested in hosting one of our 2-3 hour trainings. 
https://www.firstchildrensfinance.org/iowa/

Next Meeting
April 10, 2026

