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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 by Christopher J. Piazza

Our Annual golf outing was held on Friday, Sept 19th, 
2025, and it was a huge success. I could not have been any 
prouder of the turnout we had. Any outing of this size cannot 

be a success without the help of others. I tip my hat to Jack Hellman, along with 
all who contributed in making this a successful outing. Dana Motors once again 
had a new car for the taking, but sadly to say no one made a hole in one. I would 
like to Thank all those who supported us with a donation or with a foursome. 
This was my 6th outing as President and unfortunately will be my last. It is with 
a heavy heart to announce that I will be stepping down as President at the end 
of this year. As 2026 approaches the association will be making some changes 
and updates will be provided in the upcoming meetings. If any member is inter-
ested in being a part of a dynamic team let us know we will need your help on 
the board.  
 
Our Membership Dues are $35.00. We will continue to require two (2) separate 
checks for 2026 Annual Dues and any Additional 2026 Courtesy Cards. Please 
make checks payable to “VERRAZZANO 10-13 Association” Do not write 
anything else! If you feel comfortable with the internet you can always pay 
online at our website vz1013.com. Please be reassured this is a safe way to pay 
your annual dues. As always, the success of our association is in its member-
ship. As for our membership, tell a fellow MOS about us and have them join us 
for a meal. I am sure they feel the same as I do ... “I miss the clowns but not the 
circus”. You would be surprised who you might bump into at a meeting. We 
need our brothers and sisters to stick together, especially in today’s climate. 
Hope to see you at our annual December Christmas Luncheon.  
 
It has been my honor to represent you, may god bless you and your families! 



CORRESPONDING SECRETARY’S LINES - Vincent Montagna  
 

Explanation of: 
 Socialism, Communism, Fascism, Nazism, Anarchism, and Capitalism 

 

Socialism: You have two cows. You must give one cow to your neighbor. 
Communism: You have two cows. Give both cows to the Government, and they may give you some milk. 
Fascism: You have two cows. You give all of the milk to the Government, and the Government sells it. 
Nazism:  You have two cows. The government shoots you and takes both cows. 
Anarchism: You have two cows. Keep both cows. Shoot the Government agent and steal another cow.  
Capitalism: You have two cows. Sell one. Buy a Bull. And make more cows. 

Brothers & Sisters, Boys & Girls, Ladies & Gentlemen - Another Important Election for NYC, Get Out & Vote 
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TREASURER’S LINES - Henry Cartmell  
 

I hope all are doing well.  The annual golf outing was successful success and the weather was good. 
We are no preparing for the future and our holiday gathering in December at The Staaten, where we will 
awarding our college and high school scholarships.  Don’t forget to mail in any application for the schol-

arships.   
      A reminder to all to pay the 2025 dues if you have not and prepay your 2026 dues as soon as possible.  Any 
change of address or email needs to be submitted with dues payment.  
      Stay safe and healthy. 

VICE PRESIDENT / RECORDING SECRETARY’S LINES - Tom Dembinski  
 

Greetings all, 
The fall season is upon us and another successful Golf Outing is in the books. A big shout out to 

Jack Hellman for all his hard work and dedication to the success of the outing. It couldn’t be done 
without him. Attaboy Jack!! 
      As discussed at previous meetings we are rolling out a Digital format of our newsletter starting January 2026. 
Please update your email address at the meetings with the form provided or the form is in the newsletter and can 
be mailed back. 
      Please update your information to insure you continue to receive your newsletter as hard copies will no longer 
be mailed out after this year. 
      November is approaching fast. Make sure you get out and vote. If you don’t vote you can’t complain about 
the outcome. 
      Stay Safe 

SGT. AT ARMS -  
Jack Hellman 
 

Hello to all our members.  As you know the summer is just about over, and the fall is upon us. So 
get the sweaters & jackets out.  As you know we just completed our 24 th. Golf outing and the sixth 

we dedicated to our past president and friend Rich Commesso.  It was a beautiful day and successful for our 
organization.  As you know it was our main fund raiser. it helps us in our yearly expenses to give you all the 
things that help us fund  the meetings ,picnics. Holiday parties and many charities we help.  I would be remiss 
if I didn't recognize the people that always come toward and help of course our board, Joe Molloy,Paul 
Ferrigno,and our associates and and a special thanks to Barbara Gallo.  I'm sure it will be mentioned elsewhere 
in this issue, but it is so important that we need some of you to come forward and volunteer for our board.  See 
you at our next meeting
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TRUSTEE - Philip DeLuca 
 

Hello again fellow members. Sorry I missed the golf outing, hope everyone enjoyed the day. 
Looks like fall is here unfortunately wearing shorts in day and long pants at night, I hate it. Reading 
about this new city health plan , it’s shoved down everyone’s throat, the police unions for once voted 

against it but the civilian unions out vote us. This is only for retirees NOT on Medicare yet from my understand-
ing, the danger is in the fine print as always. We on Medicare are still up in the air until after Election Day to see 
who gets in and what what up against.  
      Till next meeting, Phil 

TRUSTEE - Bill Kelly 
The summer is gone, where did it go? I hope all of you had a great summer now we’re into fall. 

It is one of my favorite times of the year. 
Last week we had our golf outing and it was terrific! Great weather, lots of golf, good food and 
Friends. I want to thank everybody who came out and participated in the drawings. There were lots 

of great prizes and everyone was very generous in their ticket buying which led to a very successful day. I would 
like to remind those who didn’t come this year  to try and make it next year. It’s a great day!

TRUSTEE - William “Harpo” Silvestri 
 

Once again, our Richie Commesso Golf Outing was a great day for all.  Its success was due to the 
efforts of our president, board and trustees but, mostly Sergeant At Arms, Jack Hellman.  His diligence 
and hard work throughout the year has paid off year after year.  The weather also cooperated, hugely.  

Then, of course, the food catered by John's Catering was also great from morning breakfast through after lunch 
dinner.  The food was delicious and plentiful.  All in all, it was a wonderful day.   
  
P.S., I would be remiss if I didn't mention how helpful Barbara Gallo, wife of 10-13 member and former 
Recording Secretary, Paul Gallo was.  While Paul golfed, Barbara remained at her station the entire time selling 
50/50 Raffle Tickets.  Barbara has done this same thing over a number of years.  Thank you, Barbara. 
 
On a sad note, the passing of one of our brother officers, long time member and Trustee, Carlo Imperato, was a 
shock to all that knew him.  He had a short bout with cancer, finally succumbing to it.  He was a good cop, won-
derful family man and a dear friend.   Carlo, May You Rest In Peace.  You will be sorely missed. 

ATTENTION - Revised Meeting Dates 
 

As of January 2026, the following will be the new monthly meeting dates!!! This is 
a decision by the Board to better utilize the time and efforts for the betterment of 
the VZ 10-13 organization. 

March 18th  
April 15th  
June 17th 
September 16th 
October 14th 
December 16th 



 To complete our records you will need a COPY of the will, a copy of the paid funeral bill, the original or certified 
copy of the Death certificate and Marriage certificate as well as SPOUSE Social Security #.  These documents 
are necessary for any benefits that might be due you as per the member chosen options.      
 

Att: Linda Harris   
 

They will send the surviving spouse a pre-number application allowing the spouse to continue the health cover-
age that the member had at a cost equal to 102% of what the City pays, which includes admin fees. 
 

GENERAL GUIDE FOR THE WIDOW/WIDOWER OF A RETIRED MOS 
 
From the Pension Rep:   
THE BELOW ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY MARIE BRUSCO AND LINDA LACHICK NYC POLICE PEN-
SION FUND Few situations in life are more stressful than when a spouse passes. All too often we have a difficult 
time focusing on the issues at hand and need guidance to get the deceased affairs in order. The following is a gen-
eral guide for the widow/er regarding important notifications that must be made by the surviving spouse and 
information you should have on hand when a retiree dies.    
 

 FIRST  STEPS TO BE TAKEN  AFTER  DEATH NOTIFICATIONS 
 

1) Operations Unit 646-610-5580 calling to report the death of a retired police officer and are requesting NYCPD 
FLAG  for casket & Pallbearers for his funeral.  IN (all five boroughs, all of Long Island and Upstate New York 
but NOT beyond Dutchess County.)  Can ALSO Request DEPT FLAG for funerals OUTSIDE of above areas. 
Give FIRST, MIDDLE and LAST NAME, DATE OF DEATH, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER - LAST 6 
NUMBERS, MEMBERS TAX #, RANK, LAST COMMAND, NEXT of KIN. 
 

 2) Notify the NYC Police Pension Fund (PPF) either in writing OR or by telephone. This Number is Just For 
Death Benefits (212) 693-6887. Attn: Retiree Death Benefits 233 Broadway, 25th Floor New York NY 10279    
 

 3) Contact the appropriate UNION for a possible existing LIFE insurance policy AND also for Continuation of 
Optional benefits, Any Questions about the Fund provided or your right to benefits under a particular Fund, con-
tact Fund Administrator at the Fund address shown below:  

PBA (212) 233-5531   John.Hucke@NYPD.org    FUNDS OFFICE: 212 349 7560    

Detectives’ Endowment Association (D.E.A.) (212) 587-9120 

Sergeant’s Benevolent Association (S.B.A.) (212) 431-6555, FAX (212) 431-6487 

Lieutenants and above-Superior Officers Council (S.O.C) (212) 964-7500 
 

4) Contact the NYC HEALTH Benefits Program for Special Continuation of Coverage Application (Coverage 
for LIFE) located at (NEW) 22 Cortland St. 12th Floor, New York, NY 10007: NEW (212) 306-7200 (Gen Info)  
When Writing: Send Certified w/Return Receipt, SS # on top of every page.  
 

 There are no words of comfort at such a difficult time, however if you have all the necessary information at the 
ready it will expedite any claim that is pending, make the process run smoothly and your stress level can be min-
imized.       
Thanks MARIE and LINDA.     
 
Eddie Woods, Pension Rep    
NE, FL 10-13 
www.NEFL1013.com
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MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT - OCT. 15 - DEC. 7 
 

Mark your calendars — Medicare Open Enrollment starts October 15! Did you know new benefits are 
coming to Medicare drug coverage next year? 
 

Starting in 2025, all Medicare plans will include a $2,000 cap on what you pay out-of-pocket for pre-
scription drugs covered by your plan. So, it’s more important than ever to make sure your drugs are 
covered. 
 

Also starting next year, you can choose to participate in a program that spreads your out-of-pocket 
drug costs across the calendar year, instead of paying all at once at the pharmacy. It’s called the 
Medicare Prescription Payment Plan — and you can opt in with your plan throughout the 2025 plan 
year. Contact your plan for more details. 
 

Remember, Medicare plans can change from one year to the next, and so can your health needs. 
Preview and compare all your health and drug options and see if you can save! 
 

Sincerely, 
The Medicare Team  
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The NYCPD Verrazano 10-13 
Memorial High School & College   
Scholarship Award Application 

APPLICATION  
Extra Copies of the application may be obtained at our website VZ1013.com or it can be duplicated (see below).  

Non-conforming applications will be discarded.  

SPONSOR 
Applicants must be sponsored by a member of Verrazano 10-13 Association in good standing for the past two (2) years. A sponsor 

may submit multiple applications for different children. However, a sponsor is limited to only one scholarship award every two (2) 

consecutive yearly drawings.         

ELIGIBILITY 
A son, daughter or grandchild of a member is eligible for a scholarship and must be attending or enrolled in a paid tuition College 

or University on a full-time basis (taking at least 12 credits) for the school year. Each child can only win once, but a member can  

sponsor another child after waiting (2) years. ONLY ONE ENTRY PER APPLICANT IS PERMITTED. If more than one application  

is received for the same applicant, all but one will be discarded. 

 

VERIFICATION OF ATTENDANCE  
Applicants must be attending the education facility during the application year. Proof of enrollment must accompany the  

application. High School is for the 1st year only and must be a tuition school. 

NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED  
For the school year, a $1000 College Scholarship In Memory of President Richard Commesso and two (2) $500.00 College 

Scholarships will be awarded also one (1) High School for $500.00 will be awarded.  

 

SCHOLARSHIP DRAWINGS  
Drawings will be on a lottery basis in order to give each applicant an equal chance for selection. Scholarship awards will be  

drawn at the Verrazano 10-13 Christmas Luncheon in December (Alternate drawing date is the January General Meeting).   

All applications must be received by October 31st. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Submitting a Scholarship Application - (2 Years Continuous Membership) 

PLEASE NOTE: We require two (2) separate checks for your Dues & Additional Cards. 
To purchase additional membership cards please fill out Additional Card Form along with 

this application with your (2) checks made payable to Verrazano 10-13 Association and 
mail to: 

Verrazano 10-13 Association, PO BOX 61725, Staten Island, NY 10306 

Annual Dues: $35.00 Per Year 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

---------------------------------------------Cut Along Dotted Line ------------------------------------------------- 

[  ] New Member [  ] Renewal [  ] Associate Member [  ] Life Member 

Last Name: ___________________________First Name: ________________________ MI: ____ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: ___________ Zip: _______________ 

Home Phone: ________________ Cell Phone: __________________ D.O.B: ___ / ___ /_______ 

Email: _____________________________________ For which year? _________ 

FOR OFFICE USE 

PAYMENT TYPE:  CASH CC CHECK / MO #___________________ BY: ________ 

01/25
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PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE 
NYCPD VERRAZANO 10-13 

ASSOCIATION
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE! 

THINK DANA
FOR ALL YOUR TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS

MORE CHOICE - MORE SAVINGS 
Servicing the Community for Over 40 Years! 

266 WEST SERVICE RD. STATEN ISLAND 
718-983-8700  • DriveDana.com

MENTION THAT YOU ARE A MEMBER OF THE NYCPD VERRAZANO 10-13 ASSOCIATION
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Verrazano 10-13 Association, Inc. 
 

Retired & Active NYPD Police Officers of all Ranks 
(501 (c) (3) Not-For-Profit Organization) 

 

P.O. Box 061725 
Staten Island, New York 10306 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING FORM 
 

(   ) Business Card Ad $75.00  (   ) Quarter Page Ad $150.00 
(   ) Half Page Ad  $250.00  (   ) Full Page Ad  $300.00 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: We require this application with your check made payable to and mailed to: 
 

Verrazano 10-13 Association, PO BOX 061-725, Staten Island, NY 10306 
 
 

 
 
Company Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Company Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________ State: ___________ Zip: _______________ 
 
Contact Person 
 
Last Name: ____________________________ First Name _________________________ 

 
Website: _______________________________ Contact #: _________________________ 
 

 
PLEASE PROVIDE US YOUR ADVERTISEMNT 

 
 

FOR OFFICE USE 
 
PAYMENT TYPE:  CASH   CC  CHECK / MO #___________________ BY: ________ 
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FIVE GENERATIONS OF FUNERAL SERVICE

Letting go of a loved one is usually a very difficult process. In order to provide your family 
peace-of-mind, Colonial Funeral Home offers complete care, so you can focus on comforting 

each other as you prepare to say goodbye to someone dear to you.

We hope you will turn to us for compassionate care and impeccable service. Our pledge is to 
honor your loved one and family with dignity, respect and personal attention to every detail.

We are there for your family from the minute you call us to 
well after the funeral service. 

Colonial Funeral Home
2819 Hylan Blvd. Staten Island, NY 10306
(718) 351-5858
colonialfuneralhomesi.com

Funeral Services
Burial

Cremation
Funeral Planning Services

YOUR EXPERT IN
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!

Suzy Kolaz 
Your Go-To Real Estate Agent in 

SW Florida  

 
Suzy supports Law Enforcement, especially the NYPD! 
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SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
Mention that you are a member of the NYCPD Verrazano 10-13 Association

 

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE
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Canlon’s 
Lunch •  Dinner •  Cocktails 

Continental Cuisine

(718) 667-3013 
(917) 608-2254

Catering On or Off Premises

1825 N. Railroad Avenue • Staten Island, NY 10306 
Oakwood Train Station @ Guyon Avenue 

www.canlons.com

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
Mention that you are a member of the NYCPD Verrazano 10-13 Association

U.F. 16 is the official name of a 
police officer’s memo book. This is a 
fascinating book written by John 
Moran that reveals his experiences 
in the NYPD during exciting days as 
well as quiet times, when there was 
“NOTHING TO REPORT.” The book 
covers sixteen years and includes 
eleven years in communications 
division. 

ORDER A COPY TODAY! 
www.UF16NYPD.com 

or call (888) 795-4274 ext. 7876JOHN MORAN
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The Louis and Richard Nicotra Foundation is happy 
to support Verrazano 10-13 Foundation.

23

SINCE 1878 
 
 
 
 

     
 

718-984-7095 • 718-984-7230 
 

Made with Love, Perfection and By Hand,  
Cookies, Pies, Muffins, Kringlers,  

Fresh Bread,  All Occasion Cakes & Baskets 
 

405 Arthur Kill Road 
Staten Island, NY 10308

BAKERY
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SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
Mention that you are a member of the NYCPD Verrazano 10-13 Association
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ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PRAYER 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL,  
DEFEND US IN BATTLE.  
BE OUR DEFENSE AGAINST 
THE WICKEDNESS AND 
SNARES OF THE DEVIL.  
MAY GOD REBUKE HIM, 
WE HUMBLY PRAY,  
AND DO THOU,  
O PRINCE OF THE HEAVENLY HOSTS,  
BY THE POWER OF GOD,  
CAST INTO HELL SATAN,  
AND ALL THE EVIL SPIRITS,  
WHO PROWL ABOUT THE WORLD  
SEEKING THE RUIN OF SOULS. 

 
AMEN 

Patron Saint of Police Officers 
 

Co-Cathedral of St. Joseph - St. Teresa of Avila 
856 Pacific Street, Brooklyn, NY 11238 

 
Rev. Christopher R. Heanue, Rector

NY STATE UNCLAIMED FUNDS 
The office of the NY State Comptroller 
maintains a data base of people who 

are owed money being held by NY State. 
 

Check it out. You never know. The site 
explains how the money can be obtained.  

 

https://ouf.osc.state.ny.us

 

Want to be part of a Dynamic Team? 
 

Positions are available… 
Ask one of the Board members  

for more information. 
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SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
Mention that you are a member of the NYCPD Verrazano 10-13 Association

 
     Admitted in NY & NJ 
 
 

JOHN D. HARRINGTON 
ATTORNEY 

 
 

                                                                    Tel: (718) 815-0602 
390 Manor Road                                         Fax: (718) 815-0603 
Staten Island, NY 10314      Email: jharringtonlaw@gmail.com

PETE / RAY                                 Phone (718) 356-3379

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
FREE ESTIMATES



Noon, Wednesday, December 15, 2021
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2025 MEETINGS 
Meetings will be held on 

the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:15 PM 
At Knights of Columbus #1662 

Unless otherwise noted 
 

January 15th 
February 19th 
March 19th 
April 16th 
May 21st 

June 18th Outdoors at Nansen’s Park 
July-August NO MEETINGS 

Sept 17th 
October 15th 

November 19th  
December 17th TBD

 

SUPPORT OUR  
SPONSORS 

Mention that you are a member of the 
NYCPD Verrazano 10-13 Association


