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President’s Message 
 

 

 

Dear Bishop Bergie, Father Richard 
Kowalchuk, Clergy, and Sisters in the 
League!    --April 19, 2026 

  

I would like to take this opportunity to briefly thank 

everyone who has supported this tenure of the St. Catharines 

Diocesan Council and me personally.  Thank you to Bishop 

Bergie, always our shepherd guiding us with care, concern, and 

wisdom.  And to Father Richard for being the Diocesan Spiritual Advisor--deeply 

reverent but always the quick wit.  And thank you to the Executive Council--Dina 

Marchionda, Denise Papaiz, Theresa Murphy, Sue Pellerin, Kate Montague, Janice 

Deslauriers, and Lisa Fillingham as well as the leads:  Frances Murdaca, Lee 

Crampton, Lorrie MacKenzie, Syl Roach, and Debbie Pine.  Thank you, ladies, a 

million times over for your honesty and diligence.  And thank you, finally, to 

Parish Council Presidents for your leadership--you were always a joy to work 

with!  And, of course, all the Sisters in the League, who made each decision and 

endeavour that much more motivating and inspiring.  Thank you for all the work 

you do for your parish and for the Diocese.  Keep on keeping on for the Glory of 

God. 

 

After six years of compiling the Catholic Connections, this will be the final 

edition.  It was a pleasure putting it together; thank you to Elizabeth Angotti and 

Katherine Kehoe for their assistance for the year.  And thank you to everyone who 

contributed.  This was a labour of love. 

 

The new Diocesan Executive will be announced at the AMM on Tuesday, April 

21.  I wish them all the best as they embark on what will no doubt be one of the 

most meaningful experiences in their life.  For sure, the last two years, engaging 

with so many of you has left an indelible mark on my heart.  Thank you. 

 

Deedee Alexandre--905-732-4782  deedeecwl321@gmail.com 
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Coldest Night of the Year!   

 
      

 

 

Across Canada, on February 28, the Coldest Night of the Year (CNOY) took place.  

And one of the local places that held this event was the Pen Centre--with the option 

to walk indoors or outdoors.  The Diocesan Council had nine walkers participate and 

raised a total of $9,083.00!  On February 28, and for a week afterward, we were in 

first place!  Then, the second-place competitor received a donation of $10,000!  

Congrats to them!  St. Julia Parish in St. Catharines also participated, and their 19 

walkers raised $3, 015.00!  From the St. Catharines CWL, a total of $12,098 was 

raised for this very special local social agency:  Start Me Up Niagara. 
 

Betty Colaneri, Deedee Alexandre, Susan Venditti, Jacquie Kozina, Franca Ingribelli, Wilma Vanderzwaag, Syl Roach, and Mr. Roach. 
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Book Study Starting! 
 

Saturday, April 25 
 

11 a.m. on Zoom 
 

We all know the famous parable.  
We’ve all seen Rembrandt’s 
reproduction of the parable.  
Father Henri Nouwen takes us 
on a remarkable journey that 
will be sure to transform your 
interior and exterior self.  Trust 
this wonderful process of 
identity, revenge, and love.   
 
 
 
 
Deedee’s contact info: 
 
deedeecwl321@gmail.com 
text/phone:  905-732-4782 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     If you are interested in joining this 6-week book study,  
 

o please contact Deedee by Thursday, April 23 so she can send you the Zoom link 
 

o please read pages 1-23 for Saturday, April 25 
 

o anyone over 18 can join this book study--male/female, Catholic/non-Catholic 
 
 

 

mailto:deedeecwl321@gmail.com
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I hope you find this article by Garth Brown interesting. 
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Just in time for Earth Day!   
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   Prayer of St. Gertrude the Great 

 
A prayer which would release 1,000 souls from Purgatory each time 

it is said.  Let’s try to make a point of saying this prayer each day. 
 

“Eternal Father, I offer You 
the most precious blood of Your  

Divine Son, Jesus, in union 
with the Masses said throughout the  

world today, for all the 
Holy Souls in Purgatory, 

for sinners everywhere, for 
sinners in the universal church, 

those in my own home and  
within my family.  Amen.” 
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The Church lists the corporal works of mercy as follows: 

1. Feeding the hungry 
2. Giving drink to the thirsty 
3. Sheltering the homeless 
4. Clothing the naked 
5. Visiting the sick 
6. Visiting the imprisoned (sometimes listed as “ransoming 

the captive”) 
7. Burying the dead  

 



 16 

The Church lists the spiritual works of mercy as follows: 

1. To instruct the ignorant 
2. To counsel the doubtful 
3. To admonish sinners 
4. To bear wrongs patiently 
5. To forgive offenses willingly 
6. To comfort the afflicted 
7. To pray for the living and the dead 
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