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Annual Meeting - 
February 11 9 am @ John S Wright Forestry Center

1007 N 725 W, West Lafayette, IN

Lafayette, IN 47909

Registration is free!
To Register - visit tippecanoecountyswcd.org/2026-annual-meeting

Emily Usher, Diverse Corn
Belt Project Manager at

Purdue, will share insights
on the latest research and
recommendations from the
Diverse Corn Belt Project.
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By Robert Suseland, Habitat Specialist
rsuseland@tippecanoe.in.gov | (765) 474-9992 ext. 4008

Establ i shing and maintaining patches or s tr ips  of  nat ive grasses ,  sedges ,  and
broadleaf  wildf lowers  near your garden wil l  at tract ,  support ,  and sustain a  beneficia l
ecosystem. This  ecosystem wil l  improve crop heal th and productivity.  Many bee
species  needed for vegetable and fruit  pol l inat ion nest  and/or overwinter in the
ground or in the s tems of  nat ive plants .  Plantings that  provide bees  with f lora l
resources  and year-round cover wil l  result  in heal thier  on-si te  populat ions of  bees
avai lable for  pol l inat ion.  Native plants  a l so provide resources  to beneficia l  insects
including predatory wasps ,  paras i toid wasps ,  ground beet les ,  lady beet les ,  sol ider
beet les ,  lacewings,  etc .  a l l  of  which help natural ly control  pest  insects  that  are
detr imental  to vegetable and fruit  production.  The fol lowing information out l ines
some considerat ions for planning and establ i shing pol l inator habitat .  

Select  plants  nat ive to your county or a  surrounding county.  A great  website  for
learning more about plant  species  i s  minnesotawildf lowers . info.  The plant profi les
on this  website  include information on plant height ,  bloom period,  l ight
requirements ,  soi l  moisture requirements ,  and nat ive range down to county level .
Pay specia l  at tention to the plant ' s  l ight and moisture requirements .  The more
species  of  nat ive wildf lowers ,  grasses ,  sedges ,  and rushes ,  the better .  Be sure to
include enough wildf lower species  to have blooms from Apri l  – October.  When
developing seed mixes or plug planting plans for  smal l  plantings,  I  recommend
select ing plants  that  are not going to aggress ively spread through seeds or rhizomes.
I  a l so recommend plants  that  do not grow ta l ler  than 4 feet .  Shorter  plants  look
tidier  and are less  l ikely to fa l l  over into production beds or walkways.   

Plant  seeds and plugs into f irm, bare soi l .  Inadequate s i te  preparat ion is  the primary
reason for a  fa i led planting.  Convert ing f ie lds  that  have been used for crop
production for several  years  requires  the least  amount of  s i te  preparat ion effort .
Convert ing lawns,  pastures ,  hayfie lds ,  and other areas  establ i shed to non-native
grasses  require the most  s i te  preparat ion effort .  Herbicide and solar izat ion are the
most  ef fect ive s i te  preparat ion methods.  Si te  preparat ion methods such as  occultat ion
(covering with black plast ic) ,  repeated t i l lage,  smother cropping,  or a  combination
of these methods can result  in a  properly prepared seedbed but can take several  years
to be ef fect ive.

Native,  perennial  pol l inator habitat  of  any shape and s ize planted in or near your
garden wil l  improve pol l inat ion and decrease populat ions of  garden pests .  Don’t
hesi tate to s tart  with a  smal l  area and add more areas  as  you see what works and what
doesn’t .  I f  you need help planning pol l inator habitat ,  emai l  me at
rsuseland@tippecanpoe. in.gov or give me a cal l  at  (765) 474-9992 ext .  4008.  Happy
gardening!  
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By Sarah Vaughn, NRCS Distr ict  Conservat ionist
 sarah.vaughn@usda.gov |  (765) 474-9992 ext .  3
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NRCS Update

NRCS offers free technical assistance and
conservation planning to landowners and
agricultural producers. Contact your local District
Conservationist, Sarah Vaughn, at
sarah.vaughn@usda.gov to discuss your vision and
schedule an appointment.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and
lender.

Read the rest  of  the s tory here:
 www.nrcs .usda.gov/state-

off ices/ indiana/news/turning-marginal-
farmland-into-last ing-value-with-crp

mailto:sarah.vaughn@usda.gov
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By Mike Smith,  Conservat ion Ag Specia l i s t

﻿This  spring distr ict  s taf f  began operat ing a plot  at  the Master  Gardener
Associat ion of  Tippecanoe County community gardens on Sagamore
Parkway S next  to the Humane Society for Greater  Lafayette .  The plot
wil l  demonstrate both vegetable production systems that  improve soi l
heal th and how to establ i sh and manage nat ive habitat  for  beneficia l
insects .  In May,  we planted plugs of  nat ive broadleaf  wildf lowers ,  grasses ,
and sedges .  In January,  we wil l  broadcast  nat ive seeds on another sect ion.
In the vegetable production s ide,  2025 was spent in transi t ion of  a
minimal  t i l lage cropping system. Fol lowing two rounds or tarping to
smother exis t ing weeds and exhaust  weed seeds at  the soi l ’ s  surface,  we
establ i shed a cover crop of  cr imson clover and cereal  rye.  This  cover crop
should over winter ,  providing nitrogen,  suppress ing weeds,  and
increas ing soi l  t i l th.  Around may of  2026,  we plan to terminate the cover
crop and begin vegetable production.  We hope to have a workshop to
showcase our progress  on this  project  next  summer!

Due to the Federal Government Shutdown, Soil and Water Conservation District
employees will be temporarily located at the Purdue Extension offices located at 1950 S 18th
St, Lafayette, IN 47905.
We will not have access to our federal email account during this shutdown, however our
county email will continue. Should you need to speak to a staff member please call us at
765-474-0793 ext. 3 or email us at  soil.water@tippecanoe.in.gov or our individual emails: 
kgertz@tippecanoe.in.gov
mjsmith@tippecanoe.in.gov
rsuseland@tippecanoe.in.gov



MANAGING VOLES IN
SOIL HEALTH SYSTEMS Upcoming Events:

October  8 - SWCD Board
Meeting - Cancelled 

November 11 - Office
Closed

November 12 - SWCD
Board Meeting

November 27 - Office
Closed

December 10 - SWCD
Board meeting

December 24 & 25 - Office
Closed

February 11- Annual
Meeting 
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Equipment Loans and Rentals
If you are planning to apply dry phosphorus and/or potassium this fall, our
spreader presents an excellent opportunity to add a cover crop quickly in the
same pass. This application typically means following a combine, when cereal rye
is a particularly good option due to its ability to germinate at lower temperatures
and overwinter.
 
The spreader can be operated without powered hydraulics, making it easy to pull
with a variety of implements. It is available to rent for $75 per day. Check
availability at tippecanoecountyswcd.org.  
 
Not for use with manure. For applications other than seed or dry fertilizer,
contact mjsmith@tippecanoe.in.gov.

Tippecanoe County farmers  are
increas ingly adopting cover
cropping and minimal  t i l lage
systems.  These pract ices  improve
farm profi tabi l i ty and a soi l ’ s
yie ld res i l iency to weather
extremes.  Creat ing an
environment for the soi l  l i fe  that
del ivers  these benefi t s  can a l so
encourage a common agricultural
pest .  Meadow vole (Microtus
pennsylvanicus)  populat ions can
increase more quickly without
t i l lage to disrupt nest ing and
when provided year-round forage
through cover crops.  These
chal lenges can be exacerbated by
mild winters  and cooler  wetter
springs that  favor vole survival .
Fortunately,  there are
management adjustments  that  can
help control  vole populat ions
without giving up the benefi t s  of
improved soi l  heal th.
Begin scouting for voles  in areas
near dense,  ta l l  vegetat ion such as
fence rows.  

By Mike Smith,  Conservat ion Ag Specia l i s t

In f ie lds  with cover crops,  voles  are l ikely to overwinter on drier  r idges
provided there i s  enough cover to provide a screen from predators .
Colonies  are more dif f icult  to identi fy in the fa l l  short ly af ter  harvest ,  but
scouting ear ly can enable management to keep populat ions below
economic threshold.  Consider some form of management i f  fa l l  populat ions
exceed f ive colonies  per acre.
One of  the s implest  methods for keeping vole populat ions in check is  to
encourage predators .  Leaving dead trees  ( snags)  in tree l ines  wil l
encourage hawks,  fa lcons,  owls .  Coyotes  are a l so voracious vole predators .
During harvest ,  ensure that  res idue i s  evenly dis tr ibuted to reduce avai lable
cover.
I f  populat ions remain high in the spring,  consider terminating your cover
crop ear l ier  than usual ,  30-45 days before planting.  A rol ler  cr imper with
either chevron or s traight blades  have been shown to be ef fect ive at
reducing adult  vole populat ions and may disrupt some nests .  Vert ical
t i l lage at  3-4 inches deep i s  general ly recommended only as  a  las t  resort
and is  typical ly not recommended as  a  s tandalone pract ice.
For more information about vole management in soi l  heal th cropping
systems contact  Mike Smith at  mjsmith@tippecanoe. in.gov

mailto:mjsmith@tippecanoe.in.gov.

