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By Robert Suseland, Habitat Specialist
rsuseland@tippecanoe.in.gov | (765) 474-9992 ext. 4008
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Invasive Insights

Thanks to another generous grant from the Duke Energy Foundation, the
Tippecanoe Invasive Cooperative Taskforce (TICT) is conducting another invasive
plant swap! For more information on the swap and to participate visit
tippecanoecountyswcd.org/2025-invasive-plant-swap. Please email
tictaboutinvasives@gmail.com if you have any questions. To learn more about
TICT, visit tippecanoecountyswcd.org/tict.

http://tippecanoecountyswcd.org/2025-invasive-plant-swap
http://tippecanoecountyswcd.org/tict


LANDSCAPING 
WITH NATIVES

SPACE IS LIMITED. 
REGISTER FOR FREE TODAY!

11
AP R I L

2 0 2 5

2:00 P.M.
TO

4:00 P.M.
FRIDAY

627 SOUTH STREET | LAFAYETTE, IN 47901

JOS N. HOLMAN BRANCH OF THE
TIPPECANOE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

THE ALFRED J. AND DOROTHY N. MCALLISTER MEETING ROOM B

ROBERT SUSELAND
soil.water@tippecanoe.in.gov

(765) 474-9992 ext. 3

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

TOPICS AT THIS FREE EVENT WILL INCLUDE
WHY LANDSCAPE WITH NATIVES
INVASIVE LANDSCAPING PLANTS

SITE PREPARATION METHODS
PLANT SELECTION

PLANTING AND DESIGN TIPS
MAINTENANCE OF NATIVE LANDSCAPING

ADDITONAL RESOURCES

PRESENTED BY: 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

tippecanoecountyswcd.org/landscaping-with-natives

USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER, EMPLOYER, AND LENDER
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By Sarah Vaughn, NRCS Distr ict  Conservat ionist
 sarah.vaughn@usda.gov |  (765) 474-9992 ext .  3
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NRCS Update

Farmers and ranchers, and many homeowners, are making progress in natural
resource protection. You can join their conservation tradition, right in your own
backyard. There are nearly 2 billion acres of land in the conterminous United States.
About 70 percent of that land is privately owned and its care is in the hands of those
who live and work on it. Most of that land, 1.4 billion acres, is managed by farmers
and ranchers. More than 92 million acres of land—an area the size of California—is
privately developed and much of it is tended by homeowners. Farmers and ranchers
use conservation plans to help them apply practices that meet their production
objectives and protect soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Backyard
Conservation shows you how conservation practices that help conserve and improve
natural resources on agricultural land across the country can be adapted for use
around your home. Ten conservation practices have been scaled down for
homeowners in the Backyard Conservation publication. These practices help the
environment and can make your yard more attractive and enjoyable. Most backyard
conservation practices are easy to use. America's farmers and ranchers have been
using these practices successfully for decades. Whether you have rural acreage, a
suburban yard, or a city lot, you can help protect the environment and add beauty
and interest to your surroundings.

You may want to develop a plan for your
own backyard to help you apply
conservation measures that fit your needs.
NRCS offers free technical assistance and
conservation planning to landowners and
agricultural producers. Contact your local
District Conservationist, Sarah Vaughn, at
sarah.vaughn@usda.gov to discuss your
vision and schedule an appointment.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider,
employer, and lender.

mailto:sarah.vaughn@usda.gov
https://nrcspad.sc.egov.usda.gov/distributioncenter/pdf.aspx?productID=428
https://nrcspad.sc.egov.usda.gov/distributioncenter/pdf.aspx?productID=428


TIPPECANOE COUNTY SWCD PAGE 5



 Soil Sampling for Small Farms 

Supervisor Spotlight: Mark Eastman
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Together with our partners at
Urban Soil Health, the district is
offering soil samples for small
farms and gardens.  Soil sampling
provides critical insights into
managing fertility to deliver
healthy vegetable crops and
protect water quality. 
Through Urban Soil Health, soil
sampling is available to Indiana
residents at no cost. Urban Soil
Health and SWCD staff will also
assist in interpreating results and
in developing a fertility plan.  For
more information, contact
mjsmith@tippecanoe.in.gov or
tanvi-lad@iaswcd.org   

By Mike Smith,  Conservat ion Ag Specia l i s t

 After  the accelerated soi l  survey program was completed in those 2 counties ,  I  transi t ioned
to a Soi l  Conservat ionist  posi t ion with U.S.  Department of  Agriculture-Soi l  Conservat ion
Service posi t ion in Jennings County.  I  was in a  training posi t ion there for about 14 months,
then took a Distr ict  Conservat ionist  posi t ion in Warrick County,  ass i s t ing landowners  with
federal ,  s tate ,  and local  conservat ion programs and support .  I  was there for about 3 years .  I
then took a Distr ict  Conservat ionist  posi t ion in Tippecanoe County,  with the newly named
Natural  Resources  Conservat ion Service,  and was there for about 32 years ,  del ivering the
same type of  ass i s tance,  including implementing a wide variety of  conservat ion easement
programs.  During a l l  of  my profess ional  career ,  major emphasis  was placed on address ing
resource concerns that  deal t  with the soi l ,  water ,  a ir ,  p lants ,  and animals  in any given area,
and at  a  variety of  sca les .  I t  i s  best  summarized by “helping people help the land”.  I  ret ired
in ear ly 2021,  and st i l l  res ide in Tippecanoe County.  I  am also Pres ident of  the Tippecanoe
County Extension Board and volunteer in a  variety of  local  organizat ions.

I  grew up on a smal l  grain and l ivestock farm in Al len County,  Indiana.  I
at tended PurdueUnivers i ty- West  Lafayette .  Graduated with a BS degree in
Natural  Resources  and Environmental  Science,  with a  a  concentrat ion in
soi l s  and land use.  During school  in summer I  was a  Project  Leader/Group
Living Aid for the Youth Conservat ion Corps for U.S.  Forest  Service/
Purdue Univers i ty in the Hoosier  National  Forest  (Branchvi l le) .  After
graduation,  I  was employed as  a  Soi l  Scientis t  for  3 years  with IDNR in
Lawrence and Jackson Counties ;  mapping,  describing,  and developing
interpretat ions for local  soi l  types using USDA standards .



The Tippecanoe SWCD will host a field day where
attendees will learn how and why to establish perennial
insect habitat near vegetable farms and gardens.  
Speakers will include: 

James Marulli, the host farm’s owner/operator
Laura Ingwell, Extension Specialist Entomology,
Purdue University
Robert Suseland, Habitat Specialist, Tippecanoe SWCD
Tanvi Lad, Urban Soil Health Specialist, Urban Soil
Health

June 10  from 9 to Noon,
in West Central
Tippecanoe County
(address will be shared
when registering)

th

To register contact: 
mjsmith@tippecanoe.in.gov
765-474-9992 x4006

Upcoming Events:
April 9 - SWCD Board
Meeting

April 11 - Landscaping With
Natives

May 9 & May 10 - Native
Plant Sale

May 10 - Native Plant Fest

June 10 - Beneficial Insects
on Small Farms Field Day

June 11 - SWCD Board
Meeting

June 14 - Outdoor Explore!

July  9 - SWCD Board
Meeting

July 12 - Riverfest

July 18 - 26  - 4-H Fair

August 1 - TICT Plant Swap
Application Due
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Equipment Loans and
Rentals

Reservations for Truax drills,
broadcast seeder, and many
more tools can be made
online. Visit
tippecanoecountyswcd.org 
for more information
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Partner Activities


