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By Robert Suseland, Habitat Specialist
rsuseland@tippecanoe.in.gov | (765) 474-9992 ext. 4008
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Slow and Steady Wins the Race

Brush Pile Made Out of
Dead Invasive Plants

Prairie Trillium Wild Petunia

Wild Geranium Bottlebrush Grass Virginia Bluebells

Awlfruit Sedge

White Oak

Eradicat ing invasive plants  can be overwhelming.  Humans have been
intentional ly introducing invasive plants  to North America s ince the 1600s.
The Indiana Invasive Species  Counci l  current ly l i s t s  135 species  of  invasive
plants  that  have been found in Indiana.  The l i s t  can be found here:
ag.purdue.edu/department/entm/i i sc/ invasive-plants .html.  I  am going to share
my favorite  s trategy for control l ing invasive plants .  This  method is  especia l ly
effect ive in smal l  areas .  Firs t ,  do not let  invasive plant control  s tress  you out .
You aren’t  going to defeat  invasive plants  in a  day,  a  month,  or even a year ,
but they can be defeated!  Take i t  one plant at  a  t ime.  Chal lenge yoursel f  to
remove 1,  2 ,  5 ,  or  10 plants  everyday.  Set  a  phone a larm to go off  at  the same
time everyday to remind you i t  i s  invasive removal  t ime.  Consider s tart ing
with the largest  plants  because they produce the most  seed.  Removing them
firs t  can help reduce future workload.  After  the largest  plants  are gone,  s tart
c learing areas  of  a l l  invasive plants .  Every few weeks during the growing
season,  monitor the areas  you have a lready cleared and hand-pul l  any new
sprouts .  I f  you have trash pick-up from West  Lafayette or Lafayette ,  you can
pi le  brush at  the curb to be hauled away.  I  s tack the plants  I  remove in a  brush
pi le  for wildl i fe .  I  have used this  s low and steady strategy of  removing
invasive plants  in the smal l  forest  in front of  my house and I  am absolutely
thri l led with the results .  Bush honeysuckle was the predominate invasive
species  on my property. . .  and probably yours  too.  Border privet ,  mult i f lora
rose,  and burning bush were a l so present .  I  s lowly cleared sect ions of  a l l  of
these invasive plants .  The pictures  below are a  very smal l  representat ion of
the nat ive plants  that  are thriving after  the removal  of  invasive plants .  Let  me
know if  you would l ike me to evaluate your invasive species  infestat ion and
help you plan how to rehabi l i tate your land.         

https://ag.purdue.edu/department/entm/iisc/invasive-plants.html


By Sarah Vaughn, NRCS Distr ict  Conservat ionist
 sarah.vaughn@usda.gov |  (765) 474-9992 ext .  3
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NRCS Update

NRCS offers free technical assistance
and conservation planning to
landowners and agricultural producers.
Contact your local District
Conservationist, Sarah Vaughn, at
sarah.vaughn@usda.gov to discuss your
vision and schedule an appointment.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider,
employer, and lender.

Seed and Vendor Finder Tool for CRP Participants and
Native Seed Vendors  

USDA has worked with the Conservat ion Biology Inst i tute (CBI)  to design
and bui ld a  free onl ine easy-to-use Seed and Vendor Finder tool  to support
the producers  enrol l ing in the CRP program, a long with other conservat ion
efforts  involving native plantings.  CBI a l so partnered with the Inst i tute for
Applied Ecology (IAE) to address  the needs of  the Native Seed Network and
signif icant ly expanded the nat ive seed customer and vendor base.  
The seed and vendor f inder can be found here:  Seed and Vendor Finder 
Current ly,  CBI has  seeded the tool  with 214 vendors  found through an
online search from across  the country with l imited profi les ,  and 42 have
voluntari ly completed ful l  profi les  which includes their  plant  inventory.  The
tool  i s  des igned for easy uploading of  their  profi le  and inventory.  I t  a l so
provides  an opportunity for vendors  without a  website  to have an onl ine
presence and be found by customers  looking for seeds .  Also check out the
plant f inder tool  where you can f ind suitable plants ,  including pol l inator
fr iendly plants  for  your area and soi l  type.  Current ly we have 20+ unique
vis i tors  to the tool  every day and that  number i s  growing!

mailto:sarah.vaughn@usda.gov


 Buckwheat as a Warm-Season Cover Crop

Supervisor Spotlight: Become a Supervisor

TIPPECANOE COUNTY SWCD PAGE 4

Buckwheat is hard to beat as a quick,
warm-season cover.  It typically
germinates within five days and can
achieve a weed-suppressing canopy in
as little as two weeks.  As problem
weeds including Canada thistle go to
seed, a buckwheat cover is a great
option for crowding them out of areas
that would otherwise be left bare.  
For weed suppression, plant buckwheat
at heavier rate of 50 pounds/acre or
2-3 oz/1000 square feet for vegetable
beds.  Buckwheat will winter kill, but
have a plan to terminate it before
viable seeds develop to avoid unwanted
volunteers in your next cash crop. 
Contact us if you’d like advice on
managing a warm-season cover,
whether for a row crop or vegetable
operation. 

By Mike Smith,  Conservat ion Ag Specia l i s t

I f  you're pass ionate about conserving natural  resources  and
making a community impact ,  consider becoming a Distr ict

Supervisor or Associate Distr ict  Supervisor .  In this  role ,  you’ l l
assess  local  soi l  and water needs ,  set  conservat ion priori t ies ,

engage with leaders ,  and part icipate in meetings.  While
monetary compensat ion i s  nonexistent ,  the real  reward l ies  in

contributing to the future of  natural  resources .  Ideal
candidates  include farmers ,  foresters ,  and conservat ionists

famil iar  with local  condit ions.  I f  interested,  contact  the
Tippecanoe Soi l  & Water Conservat ion Distr ict  at

soi l .water@tippecanoe. in.gov or cal l  us  at  765-474-9992 ext .  3



Upcoming Events:

July  9 - SWCD Board
Meeting

July 12 - Riverfest

July 18 - 26  - 4-H Fair

August 7 - TICT Plant Swap
Application Due

August 13 - SWCD Board
Meeting

September 9 - Tree Orders
Due

September 10 - SWCD
Board meeting

September 25 - Tree Order
Pickup 

Tippecanoe Fairgrounds 
11am-6pm
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Equipment Loans and Rentals
Reservations for Truax drills, broadcast seeder, and
many more tools can be made online. Visit
tippecanoecountyswcd.org 
for more information.

The Indiana Department of Natural Resouces’
Community and Urban Forestry Program has published a
new guide on selecting the right tree for landscaping and
other small-scale plantings.  It’s a great resource to review
when putting together your order for our upcoming
Native Tree and Shrub Sale.  Download the guide here. 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/files/fw-tree-species-selection-guide.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/files/fw-tree-species-selection-guide.pdf


TIPPECANOE COUNTY SWCD  PAGE 6 



TIPPECANOE COUNTY SWCD  PAGE 7 

Partner Activities


