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SUPERVISORS AND  STAFF  
 

The official governing body of  a Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
consists of  five supervisors.  Three supervisors are elected (one each year for a 
three year term) at a district annual meeting.  Two are appointed (also for 
staggered three year terms) by the State Soil Conservation Board based on 
recommendations of  the current supervisors in the district.  As a result, the 
selection of  all five supervisors is based on local input and through election of  the 
local people they serve. 

 
SWCD Board of  Supervisors: 
 
Curt Vanderkleed, Chairman ~ Elected - Term Expires 2021 
Michael Strasburger, Vice Chairman ~ Elected -Term Expires 2020 
Melody Clouser, Supervisor ~ Appointed - Term Expires 2021 
Doug Osborn, Supervisor ~ Elected - Term Expires 2022 
Sally Unser, Supervisor ~ Appointed - Term Expires 2023 
 
SWCD Staff: 
 
Angie Miller, Rural Conservationist 
Chris Remley, District Administrator 
 
Partnership Staff: 
 
Mark Eastman, District Conservationist 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
Katie Fagan, Soil Conservationist 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
Margaux Zook, Conservation Aide 
Purdue University Federal Work-Study Student 
 
We are pleased to reflect on our accomplishments of 2019 that follow and hope that 
you enjoy your fellowship with others who share our commitment to Tippecanoe 
Countyôs natural resources.  These resources sustain our economy and provide the 
quality of life we seek in clean air, water and soil.  
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T IPPECANOE SOIL  & W ATER  CONSERVATION  D ISTRICT  

Our Mission: 

The Tippecanoe County Soil and Water Conservation District 
is committed to provide quality technical, educational, and 
informational resources for the community through leadership, 
service, and citizen involvement to foster natural resource 
conservation and environmental stewardship. 

Our Purpose:   

The purpose of  a Soil and Water Conservation District is to 
provide information about soil, water and related natural 
resource conservation; to identify and prioritize local soil and 
water resource concerns; to implement conservation practices 
and technologies, and to connect land users to educational, 
technical and financial assistance from local organizations and 
state and federal agencies. 

Because each Conservation District develops its own programs 
to suit the needs of  the people in its county, local citizens play 
an important role, and each district serves as a means for all 
interested people in a county to work together for natural 
resource conservation and development.  

Our Vision for Tippecanoe County: 

¶   Stable Soils 

¶   Clean Streams & Water Resources 

¶   Sustainable Communities 
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STABLE  SOILS AND  SOIL  QUALITY  
 

RESOURCE CONCERN ñ SOIL  EROSION & SEDIMENTATION  
 

Our Goal: No-till practices shall be increased by 2,500 acres from 84,127 acres 
in 2014 to 86,627 acres in Tippecanoe County by 2020.  What weõve 
accomplished...  
 

¶ Increased no-till acres by 5,523 acres from 2015-2019 
¶ Performed annual tillage transect 
¶ Conducted site visits with landowners promoting conservation systems on an 
ongoing basis 

¶ Promotion of no-till as part of conservation cropping system through website and 
social media 

¶ Promotion of no-till and soil health at : 
¶ Little Wea Creek ñMRBI and Pieò outreach meetings (MRBI - Mississippi 
River Basin Initiative)  from 2015-2016 

¶ Cover Crop ñRoot Digò event in 2016 
¶ 4-H Fair ñSoil Healthò displays from 2015-2016 
¶ ñWomen Caring for the Land ñevents from 2015-2019 
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STABLE  SOILS AND  SOIL  QUALITY  
 

ADDITIONAL  NO-T ILL  GRAPHS: 
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STABLE  SOILS AND  SOIL  QUALITY  
 

RESOURCE CONCERN ñ SOIL  EROSION & SEDIMENTATION  
 

Our Goal: Cover crops shall be increased by 3,000 acres from 11,523 acres in 
2014 to 14,523 acres in Tippecanoe County by 2020.  What weõve 
accomplished...  
 

¶ Increased cover crop acres by 8,257 acres between 2015-2019  
¶ Conducted annual cover crop transect  
¶ Conducted site visits with landowners promoting conservation systems on an 
ongoing basis 

¶ Promotion of  use of cover crops through 2019 SWCD cost-share program, targeting 
both prevent plant and fall seeded cover crops 
¶ Cost-share program - 390.53 acres  

¶ Promotion of cover crops and soil health at : 
¶ Little Wea Creek ñMRBI and Pieò outreach meetings from 2015-2016 
¶ Cover Crop ñRoot Digò event in 2016 
¶ 4-H Fair ñSoil Healthò displays from 2015-2017 
¶ Women in Agriculture Conference in 2018 
¶ Clean Water Indiana Watershed Grant Recipients from 2016-2018 
¶ ñWomen Caring for the Landò events from 2015-2019 
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STABLE  SOILS AND  SOIL  QUALITY  
 

RESOURCE CONCERN ñ SOIL  EROSION & SEDIMENTATION  
 

Our Goal: Identify fifty (50) erosive areas for stabilization by 2020.  What 
weõve accomplished...  
 

¶ Conducted 63 site visits with landowners from 2015-2019 to 
     discuss soil stabilization options  
¶ Distributed ñResidential Guide for Soils, Drainage & Erosion Controlò that 
highlights streambank stabilization and other conservation best management 
practices 

 

RESOURCE CONCERN ñ SOIL  QUALITY  AND  RESILIENCE  
 

Our Goal: One hundred twenty five landowners will be educated to improve 
soil quality and resilience by 2020.  What weõve accomplished...  
 

¶ 192 landowners educated one-on-one between 2015-2019 
¶ Promotion of the importance of soil health and conservation cropping systems 
through website and social media 

¶ Promotion of the use of soil health as part of a conservation cropping system at : 
¶ Little Wea Creek ñMRBI and Pieò outreach meetings (MRBI - Mississippi 
River Basin Initiative)  - 18 landowners from 2015-2016 

¶ Cover Crop ñRoot Digò event - 20 landowners in 2016 
¶ Annual Meeting Hugh Hammond Bennett presentation - 72 attendees -  2018 
¶ ñWomen Caring for the Landñevents - 82 landowners from 2015-2019 
¶ 4-H Fair ñSoil Healthò displays ï 2015-2017 



 

T  S   W  C  D  ~ 2019 A  R  ~ P  8 

CLEAN  STREAMS  AND  WATER  RESOURCES 
 

RESOURCE CONCERN ñ EXCESS CHEMICALS , NUTRIENTS , PATHOGENS  & 
SEDIMENTATION   

 

Our Goal: One hundred twenty five acres of  buffers will be installed by 2020.  
What weõve accomplished...  
 

¶ 112 acres installed from 2015-2019 
 
¶ Promoted installation of buffers as part of the 2015-2016 Mississippi River Basin 
Initiative outreach meetings ñMRBI and Pieò, 2015-2017 Womenôs Conservation 
Learning Circles, 2017 Forestry and Wildlife Habitat Field Day, 2017 Indiana Master 
Naturalist program; 2018 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) filter 
strip meeting, and 2018 Learn-To-Burn: Grassland Management Workshop  

 

Our Goal: Fifty (50) landowners will be educated on streambank stabilization 
by 2020.  What weõve accomplished...  
 

¶ Conducted 55 site visits with landowners, primarily along the Wildcat Creek, to discuss 
streambank stabilization options from 2015-2019 

 
¶ Distributed ñResidential Guide for Soils, Drainage & Erosion Controlò that highlights 
streambank stabilization and other conservation best management practices 

 

Our Goal: Twenty (20) Landowners who are located in high manure 
application areas will be educated on best management practices by 2020.  
What weõve accomplished...  
 

¶ Provided educational materials and information to twenty (20)  landowners in high 
manure application areas from 2015-2019 

 

Our Goal: Two hundred (200) Landowners will be educated on best 
management practices to address excess chemicals, nutrients, pathogens and 
sedimentation by 2020.  What weõve accomplished...  
 

¶ 155 landowners educated one-on one between 2015-2019 
¶ Promotion of best management practices to address excess chemicals, nutrients, 
pathogens and sediment at: 

 
¶ Little Wea Creek ñMRBI and Pieò outreach meeting (MRBI - Mississippi River 
Basin Initiative)  - 18 landowners from 2015-2016 

¶ Cover Crop ñRoot Dig - 20 landowners in 2016 
¶ Indiana Master Naturalist program - 15 landowners in 2017 
¶ CREP Filter Strip meeting - 20 landowners in 2018 
¶ ñWomen Caring for the Landò events  - 82  landowners from 2015-2019 
¶ 4-H Fair ñSoil Healthò display - 2015-2017 
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CLEAN  STREAMS  AND  WATER  RESOURCES 
 

RESOURCE CONCERN ñ STORMWATER  RUNOFF 
 

Our Goal: Participate in four (4) community events to promote best 
management practices to reduce stormwater runoff  by 2020.  What weõve 
accomplished...  
 

¶ Participated in a minimum of  (5) community events annually 
¶ Conducted Spring Native Plant Sale 
¶ Conducted Fall Native Tree and Shrub Sale 
¶ Promotion and distribution of  Residential Guide for Soils, Drainage, and 
Erosion Control at Outdoor Explore! annually 

¶ 4-H Fair ñWater Qualityò display in 2017 
¶ Indiana Master Naturalist Program Water Quality Session in 2017 & 2019 
¶ Connecting your Classroom to our Indiana State River -  2018 Educatorsô 
Workshop 

Indiana  
Master Naturalist 

Outdoor Explore! 

Spring Plant Sale 


