
C
H

A
R

LE
S

 E
LIO

T
C

areer: 
C

harles 
E

liot 
w

as 
the 

landscape 
architect 

w
ho 

designed 
the 

im
provem

ents at the B
artlet M

all that w
e see today. E

liot helped to pioneer 
regional planning in the U

nited S
tates.  H

e w
as key in form

ing The Trustees 
of the R

eservations, laying the groundw
ork for land conservancies around the 

w
orld. H

e argued that areas of scenic beauty should be conserved in the sam
e 

w
ay that a library holds books and a m

useum
 m

anages a collection of art. 

A
fter studying horticulture at H

arvard C
ollege, E

liot apprenticed to Frederick 
Law

 O
lm

stead, S
r. and C

om
pany in 1883, w

here he w
orked on m

any 
w

ell-know
n design projects including in G

reater B
oston, such as the A

rnold 
A

rboretum
 (1885) and the Fens (1883). E

liot eventually becam
e a full partner 

at the O
lm

stead firm
, and quickly assum

ed leadership as Frederick Law
 

O
lm

stead, S
r.’s health declined. E

liot him
self died at a young age, 37 years 

old, from
 spinal m

eningitis. H
is landscape architecture w

ork left a lasting m
ark 

in G
reater B

oston and beyond, and certainly here in N
ew

buryport.

E
liot at the B

artlet M
all:  In 1887, the M

all Im
provem

ent A
ssociation hired C

harles E
liot to draw

 up 
plans to im

prove B
artlet M

all, the com
m

on for N
ew

buryport for over 80 years, by then. E
liot m

ay have 
been particularly interested in the project because his G

reat G
randm

other, C
atherine A

tkins, cam
e from

 
N

ew
buryport.  E

liot’s original draw
ings and letters to the M

all Im
provem

ent A
ssociation are in the collection 

of the M
useum

 of O
ld N

ew
bury at the C

ushing H
ouse. 

The carefully and deliberately graded, continuous slopes on tw
o terraces around the Frog P

ond, the 
inform

al beach bank around the entire perim
eter w

ater, including new
 fill behind the courthouse, the “E

lm
 

A
llée” (the w

alkw
ay lining H

igh S
treet w

ith carefully spaced trees), and “long view
s” across the pond, 

beneath tree foliage, from
 all angles of the park, are all E

liot’s design, created in 1887. E
ven then, E

liot 
noted the m

aintenance challenges for the park, identifying in his letters that the changing w
ater levels of 

the Frog P
ond m

ade it im
possible to create a m

ore form
al curb or bank.

It is because of C
harles E

liot’s exceptional w
ork and the efforts of the original M

all Im
provem

ent 
A

ssociation (1887-1889) to com
plete them

, that the B
artlet M

all is listed on the N
ational R

egister of H
istoric 

P
laces. This park m

ay be one of the m
ost intact w

orks of E
liot’s short but significant career; certainly it has 

the m
ost com

plete record of E
liot’s design docum

ents.

A
 N

ew
 E

ffort: For centuries, N
ew

buryporters have w
orked together, som

etim
es through form

al groups, to 
m

aintain and beautify the B
artlet M

all.  A
 new

 effort is now
 underw

ay to im
plem

ent the design by C
harles 

E
liot and restore the Frog P

ond.

P
lease 

consider 
joining 

the 
m

ailing 
list 

for 
P

ort 
P

arks 
A

lliance 
to support restoration and im

provem
ent of the M

all. 
To join or ask questions, please e-m

ail info@
parksalliance.com

.

C
harles E

liot, B
rush H

ill, M
ilton, M

ass., ca. 1895

O
riginal plan of the B

artlet M
all im

provem
ents,

located at the C
ushing H

ouse, M
useum

 of O
ld N

ew
bury
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