
AfroFuturism through Hoodoo
Gentle Ramirez Independent Study Proposal

1) Hoodoo, Voodoo, Black Spiritual Technologies: Sources of Inspiration
a) Toni Morrison is a famous and well-known open Hoodoo Saint. In the classroom, I plan to honor her practice in the

Hoodoo religion, which automatically challenges the way power has orchestrated itself in the particular
institutionalized space of academia.

b) Hess Love wrote: “As quiet as it’s kept yet as blatant as it is, ancestor reverence is a major part of the culture in the
United States. Ancestor reverence is all around you: statues, portraits, money, streets and buildings being named for
someone, selective history books, and museums. Why do you think neo-confederates get upset when statues of their
heroes are taken down? Why do you think folks were upset about the possibility of Harriet Tubman’s likeness replacing
that of a dead white man on paper currency? We carry their faces in our wallets and pockets, we see their portraits in
government and civic buildings, we walk, run, bike, and drive on roads named after them, we even dedicate portions of
time to them in the form of holidays. Our lives are inundated with the reverence of those that caused great harm.
Ancestor reverence has a lot of power. Revering and invoking YOUR ancestors in a world that wants them forgotten is
an act of resistance.”

2) Potential Midterm Paper Prompts:
a) What spiritual technologies were used by enslaved Africans in North America, such that descendants of enslaved

Africans are still alive today?
b) There is another or other people-ness and the intangible in ourselves. How is that exemplified in the hoodoo practice?
c) What is Hoodoo? What is Conjure? What is Rootwork?
d) With the conception of slavery as metaphysical violence, I often ask what Black people did to deserve such

subjugation. The generative question, by Hakim Pitts here, is what resisted against that such that I am here today? It
speaks of that which is intangible, impossible, the cycle and curse breaker, the rock bottom bouncer, the faith flyer, the
believer beyond possibility, the knower and seer beyond the tangible What resisted against that such that I am here: that
is the generative question. Even inside and against all of that. For the violence, it created this insistence to survive and
speaks of that which we do not know.

e) How is conjure resistance?



Week 1 Conjure influence on Afro-Atlantic, Slave
Resistance,

Reading Prompt, Questions,

Psalms: 23 This chapter explores some of the public impressions
of Conjure in the decades between Emancipation and
the first half of the twentieth century. After the
slavery period, black supernatural traditions acquired
vastly different meanings as they were exposed to
forces of change both within and outside their
communities of origin. In the 1870s, clergy and
educators working among the freed former slaves in
the South attacked conjuring practices. Ostensibly
committed to the improvement of the lives of freed
slaves after the Civil War, these cultural reformers,
including blacks and whites from the northern states,
called for the repudiation of Conjure and other slave
traditions, identifying them with degradation,
ignorance, and the demoralizing experience of
bondage. The first generation of freed persons
confronted the perspectives of another world. Some
would eschew the styles of conduct they associated
with the past and with enslavement. For others, the
realignment of values and interests did not entail a
wholesale rejection of the older traditions. As a
standard of the older ways, Conjure would persist in
black life for years beyond Emancipation. And in
time, alternative traditions and styles of
supernaturalism, magic, and spirituality would take
root.

“We All Believed in Hoodoo” Conjure
and Black American Cultural
Traditions
Yvonne P. Chireau
DOI:10.1525/california/978052020987
9.003.0006

Prophetess of the Spirits
Mother Leaf Anderson and the Black
Spiritual Churches of New Orleans
Yvonne Chireau
https://works.swarthmore.edu/cgi/view
content.cgi?article=1196&context=fac-
religion

Conjure, Magic, and Power: The
Influence of Afro-Atlantic Religious
Practices on Slave Resistance and
Rebellion
Author(s): Walter Rucker
Source: Journal of Black Studies, Sep.
2001, Vol. 32, No. 1 (Sep. 2001), pp.
84-103 Published by: Sage
Publications, Inc.
Stable URL:
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2668016

Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the
Life of Frederick Douglass

What does it mean
to be black? 100
years ago?  in 100
years? in five years?
farther away to right
now.

Where is conjure
exemplified in the
Nat Turner
Rebellion, in
Fredrick Douglass’s
Life, and in Harriet
Tubman’s life? Why
is this an important
aspect to recognize?
Why was it
erased/discredited?

https://works.swarthmore.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1196&context=fac-religion
https://works.swarthmore.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1196&context=fac-religion
https://works.swarthmore.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1196&context=fac-religion
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2668016
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2668016


Week 2 Theme: Toni Morrison Hoodoo Influence Reading Prompt, Questions,

Matthew:
27:63

"My whole education…was to make sure I didn’t
believe things like [ancestors] and I
dismissed…things that were indigenous in my
family, superstition—but when I began to write
that was the place where I had to go. That’s
where the information was…where the images
were" Toni Morrison 1988

“The purpose of evil was to survive it and they
determined (without ever knowing they had made
up their minds to do it) to survive floods, white
people, tuberculosis, famine, and ignorance. They
knew anger well but not despair and they didn’t
stone sinners for the same reason they didn’t
commit suicide- it was beneath them” (Morrison,
1973, p. 90).
One goal of many black communities is to survive, a
concern of blackness is whether or not survival will
be realized. How do we make sense of the refusal to
commit suicide? In what way is its resistance,
persistence, assimilation? In what way is it none of
those things. Where do we see that in “Revolutionary
Suicide,” in “Sula.” What conjure work is working?
What conjure work isn’t at play here?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
UAqB1SgVaC4 ThamesTv. (2019).
Toni Morrison interview | American
Author | Award-winning | Mavis on
Four | 1988 [YouTube Video]. In
YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U
AqB1SgVaC4

Ryan, Katy. “Revolutionary Suicide in
Toni Morrison’s Fiction.” African
American Review 34, no. 3 (2000):
389–412.
https://doi.org/10.2307/2901380.

Toni Morrison in her
interview mentions
when she began to
write, the ghosts sat
down next to her,
that enslavement
was too painful to
conceptualize but
nonetheless, her
ancestors pulled her
into the narrative.
What does invoking
the ancestors do?
What work does it
accomplish? How
does it manipulate
time, space, and
reality?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAqB1SgVaC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAqB1SgVaC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAqB1SgVaC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAqB1SgVaC4


Week 3 Theme Hoodoo in America Reading

Proverbs: 27:2

Psalms 59

Famous Hoodoo Practitioners

Aunt Caroline Dye, Zora Neale Hurston, and Dr.
Buzzard

Aunt Caroline Dye: African-American Root
Doctor, Spiritualist, and Fortune Teller.
(2019). Luckymojo.com.
https://www.luckymojo.com/auntcarolined
ye.html

 Hoodoo in America Author(s): Zora Hurston Source:
The Journal of American Folklore, Oct. - Dec. 1931,
Vol. 44, No. 174 (Oct. - Dec. 1931), pp. 317-417
Published by: American Folklore Society Stable URL:
https://www.jstor.org/stable/535394

The Witch in Psalm 59: An Afro-centric Interpretation
Kotzé, Z. (2008). Kotzé: The Witch in Psalm 59 OTE.
21, 383. http://www.scielo.org.za/pdf/ote/v21n2/09.pdf

https://www.jstor.org/stable/535394
http://www.scielo.org.za/pdf/ote/v21n2/09.pdf


Weeks 4-5 Theme Reading

Proverbs: 10:22

Black [American] Religious Music
Secular-Sanctified

AfroSoundscapes:
How does what you listen to shape your sense of self?
How do we relate to
each other through music? And how does music
cross-linguistic, political,
social, and ethnic boundaries?
These two weeks will take up some of these questions
as it explores a few historical instances in which music
has traveled extensively, finding listeners in a wide
array of places.

To Live As Free Men Docuseries 1942
This film is about the Penn School, a school for African
Americans in the Sea Islands of South Carolina. It discusses
the history of slavery on the islands and the school's role in
educating African Americans to teach them the skills needed
to be self-sufficient and to contribute to society.

To live as free men. (2015). The Library of
Congress.
https://www.loc.gov/item/87706576/

 

Chicago Home of Gospel- Roberta Martin

Detroit: Mattie Moss-Clark developed the 3-part
harmony in choirs, and she’s the mother of the Clark
Sisters.
“Upon His Rock”

Maryland and Delaware : Methodist Prayer Bands-
Ring shouts

Philadelphia: The Davis Sister, Clara Ward, ANgelic
Gospel Singers, Holiness Churches

The Carolinas: Hymn Choirs, Dying Tradition in
Baptist and Methodist churches “double clap”

Gullah Region of Georgia and South Carolina: Home of
the Ring Shout

Primitive Baptists of GA and FL: (Traditionally no
instruments Old School churches march in a
counterclockwise circle when singing - Church of God
in Christ

Easter Rock of Louisiana: Ritual practiced the night
before easter “they do not believe in crossing your feet
while rocking (dancing =sin)

United House of Prayer for All People, known for their



brass bands and mass fire hose outdoor baptisms

Church of living God, Jewell Dominion using the steel
guitar instead of an organ

Church of the Living God Keith Dominion- the
evolution of Jewel dominion and music is faster with
“rock” sounding

Church of God and Saints of Christ- Jewish Christian
Denomination: strict militant order

West Coast Gospel- contemporary sounds (Hawkins
Family, Tramaine, Edwin, Walter, Daryl Coley, )

Hymn-lining from the Baptist Church, other traditions
line hymns.

Docuseries: To Live As Free Men



Week6 Theme Reading MidTerm
Paper DUE
10 pages

Isaiah
: 43:19

Contemporary Hoodoo practitioners: (Ethnographic
research)

Who are the healers, hoodooSaints, conjurers, witches,
amongst us? What are they doing? What are they
seeing? What is the oracle?

Photographer Frances F. Denny’s series Major Arcana:
Portraits of Witches in America reclaims the meaning
of the word “witch” from its historical use as a tool to
silence and control women. Her portraits re-envision
witchery by celebrating the spectrum of identities and
spiritual practices found in today’s witch community.

What if plants could be used to guide the process of
transformation? What if you knew which rituals and
plants could be partnered to alleviate physical symptoms
or heal emotional and spiritual imbalances? How can
plants help you stand in your power, strengthen your
intuition, and provide protection? In The Art & Practice
of Spiritual Herbalism, leading Black herbalist Karen
Rose provides the answers you seek.

Beland, A., & Tiziana Dearing. (2021,
October 20). New exhibit aims to
reclaim the word “witch” | Radio
Boston. Wbur.org; WBUR.
https://www.wbur.org/radioboston/2
021/10/20/peabody-essex-reclaim-wi
tch-salem

The Salem Witch Trials: Reckoning and
Reclaiming. (2021). Pem.org.
https://www.pem.org/exhibitions/the
-salem-witch-trials-reckoning-and-re
claiming

Interview Empress Karen Rose, Author of “The

Art & Practice of Spiritual Herbalism” and owner

of Sacred Vibes Botanical

https://www.wbur.org/radioboston/2021/10/20/peabody-essex-reclaim-witch-salem
https://www.wbur.org/radioboston/2021/10/20/peabody-essex-reclaim-witch-salem
https://www.wbur.org/radioboston/2021/10/20/peabody-essex-reclaim-witch-salem


Midterm Paper Due March 22, 2022
Resonating Quotes:

During slave times these spiritualists had multifaceted and multidimensional functions in the slave community; at any given time, the
conjurer could be "the healer of the sick, the interpreter of the Unknown, the comforter of the sorrowing, the supernatural avenger of
the wrong"
Conjure, Magic, and Power: The Influence of Afro-Atlantic Religious Practices on Slave Resistance and Rebellion
Author(s): Walter Rucker
Source: Journal of Black Studies, Sep. 2001, Vol. 32, No. 1 (Sep. 2001), pp. 84-103 Published by: Sage Publications, Inc.
Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/2668016

Working Definition of Conjure November 2021: A conjure, calls, sends, pays, punishes, and manipulates the dead. This is essential
work in a time and place where there is mass death that is not properly mourned, lots of violent death, and lots of premature death.
What delineates a Conjure from a Spiritualist, and other types of “necromancy” is building and *how* something is built. There are
many different lineages and legitimate ways to build. What makes Conjure Afam is those lineages and styles, and the frame you
inherit via your Ancestors that gives you license to do so, and the secrets of how to perform said works. What connects Conjure to
other Diaspora practices and traditions is the ways those builds and works often have an incredible amount of technological and
cosmological crossover with the traditions of our Caribbean, and South American cousins.

Conjure, C. (2021). Cognac & Conjure. Cognac & Conjure. https://www.cognacxconjure.com/

 

In 10 Pages, reflect, compare, contrast, analyze, all material work on conjure and hoodoo. What is hoodoo? What is its historicity?
Octavia Butler wrote: “In order for things to last, they must change” how has hoodoo changed? How has it remained the same? Where
do we begin to imagine a future through Hoodoo? Can we imagine a future without it? Can we imagine a future of Hoodoo displaced
and detached from its origins? What material conditions are required for said future?

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2668016


— — — — Spring Break— — — —

Afro-Futurism
a) Here I plan to embody the Sankofa narrative, how do we move forward after remembering the past: How do we

celebrate transgressions against the state and pillars of oppression? What exactly exists beyond the boundaries. What
are the material conditions that make education practice freedom?

b) Here I plan to ask myself and others engaging in my research what context within academia, patriarchy, and white
supremacy do we create spaces where black futures are protected.

c) Afrofuturism means different things to different people, but generally, the main tenant is that the African diaspora’s
past, present, and future are all connected and it mixes that concept with technology, science, mysticism, and Black
imagination and excellence. It wonders: what would the Black culture and identity look like if the defining moment
wasn’t the Middle Passage

2) Potential Prompts:
a) What would Black culture and identity look like if the defining moment wasn’t the Middle Passage?
b) How do we create spaces where black futures are protected?
c) What are the material conditions necessary, and subsequently what must imagination consists of, where Black future is

achieved in our lifetime?
d) How is hoodoo practice AfroFuturistic? How is honoring traditional conceptions of blackness effective? In what ways

is it important in order to envision the future?



Week 7 Theme Reading Misc

Isaiah
48:22

“Make America Great
Again”

Octavia Butler’s 1998
Dystopian Novel
Features a Fascistic
Presidential Candidate
Who Promises to
“Make America Great
Again.

Jones, J. (2019). Octavia Butler’s 1998 Dystopian Novel
Features a Fascistic Presidential Candidate Who Promises
to “Make America Great Again.” Open Culture.
https://www.openculture.com/2016/07/octavia-butlers-199
8-dystopian-novel-features-a-fascistic-presidential-candida
te-who-promises-to-make-america-great-again.html

 Aguirre, A. (2017, July 26). Octavia Butler’s Prescient
Vision of a Zealot Elected to “Make America Great
Again.” The New Yorker; The New Yorker.
https://www.newyorker.com/books/second-read/octavia-but
lers-prescient-vision-of-a-zealot-elected-to-make-america-
great-again

 Geek's Guide to the Galaxy. (2016, December 16). Sci-Fi
Tried to Warn Us About Leaders Who Want to “Make
America Great Again.” WIRED; WIRED.
https://www.wired.com/2016/12/geeks-guide-gerry-canava
n/

 Anderson, H. (2020). Why Octavia E Butler’s novels are so
relevant today. Bbc.com.
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20200317-why-octavi
a-e-butlers-novels-are-so-relevant-today

Octavia Butler



Week  8 Theme Reading Misc

Deuteronomy
28:3-8

Octavia Butler Imaginations: Archival Collections. (2011). Nyu.edu.
https://specialcollections.library.nyu.edu/sear
ch/?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=octavia+butler
 Archival Object
Contained in:
Records of the Institute of African American
Affairs >> Series IV. Audiovisual Recordings
>> Subseries IV.B. Events Recordings >>
Walter Moseley and Octavia Butler -- Tape 1
Date range:
1997

Button Poetry. (2020). Porsha Olayiwola -
The Electric Slide is Not a Dance, Man!
[YouTube Video]. In YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfI1cAa
M30E

 Button Poetry. (2020). Porsha Olayiwola - A
Brief Anecdote on Why White People
Stopped Saying Nigg– [YouTube Video]. In
YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teBYgNq
JOUU

 

Using resources from NYU
Special Collections

“The codes an impenetrable
thing, how the count off to the
take off is the dip low, the
count out, the down swing
recollects our plot of land on
this earth, it's the way we know
to leave our massacre behind,
each space we take its meant
for us to occupy, this pattern is
a shield against depression, or
oppression, our spirits rupture
ceilings, we ritual, sacred,
secrets, originators of a beat,
this is how we leave here, how
we ascend, how we get to a
place named joy” -Porsha
Olaywiola I shimmer
Sometimes Too,

https://specialcollections.library.nyu.edu/search/?f%5Bcollection_sim%5D%5B%5D=Records+of+the+Institute+of+African+American+Affairs&q=octavia+butler
https://specialcollections.library.nyu.edu/search/?f%5Bcollection_sim%5D%5B%5D=Records+of+the+Institute+of+African+American+Affairs&q=octavia+butler
https://specialcollections.library.nyu.edu/search/?f%5Bcollection_sim%5D%5B%5D=Records+of+the+Institute+of+African+American+Affairs&f%5Bseries_sim%5D%5B%5D=Series+IV.+Audiovisual+Recordings&q=octavia+butler
https://specialcollections.library.nyu.edu/search/?f%5Bcollection_sim%5D%5B%5D=Records+of+the+Institute+of+African+American+Affairs&f%5Bseries_sim%5D%5B%5D=Subseries+IV.B.+Events+Recordings&q=octavia+butler


Week 9-10 Theme Healing: Reading Misc

1st Corinthians 11:23-34
Anger, Rage
The book led to the legal
concept of black rage, notably
proposed as a defense by the
defense attorneys representing
Colin Ferguson (Ferguson
went against the advice of his
legal counsel and represented
himself, arguing that he was
completely innocent of the
charges). Its working title was
Reflections on the Negro
Psyche.

Grier, W. H., & Cobbs, P. M.
(1968). Black rage. New York:
Basic Books.

How is anger a tool in
imagining AfroFuturism? How
can anger, rage, and pain be
transmuted to imagine the
future? How was it transmuted
in the past?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_rage_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_rage_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Ferguson_(mass_murderer)


Week
11

Theme Healing Reading Misc

Isaiah
65:24

Sankofa to Move Forward Watch Sankofa Movie,
Trip to African American

Burial Ground:
African Burial Ground National
Monument (U.S. National Park
Service). (2021). Nps.gov.
https://www.nps.gov/afbg/index.htm

 

Connect to Hoodoo Tradition of Graveyard care,
how does the African Burial Ground reflect invoking
ancestors? What do we learn from remembering the
past? How does it reflect our future? Is this a practice
that is required?

What is graveyard care, how does it look in the
future? How did it look 100 years ago? How does it
look now?

Week 12 Theme Reading Misc

Psalms
46:10

The Great Return Pan-Africanism, African Diaspora, The Great Return

2019: Year of return for African Diaspora. (2018, December
7). Africa Renewal.
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/december-2018-m
arch-2019/2019-year-return-african-diaspora

 Beyond the Year of Return: Africa and the diaspora must forge
closer ties. (2020, September 16). Africa Renewal.
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/september-2020/b

How was Black Future
imagined before? Through
Garveyism, Repatriation
African / Ghanaian
Citizenship,

Reversing Sail: Michael
Gomez 161-200



eyond-year-return-africa-and-diaspora-must-forge-closer-ties

Week 13 Theme: Metropolitan Museum of Art Exhibition AfroFuturist Room Reading Final paper
Draft 1 DUE

Proverbs
11:25

Isaiah
43:1-7

This project has roots in the homes of Seneca Village, of which only a
fragmented history remains. Like other period rooms throughout the
Museum, this installation is a fabrication of a domestic space that
assembles furnishings to create an illusion of authenticity. Unlike
these other spaces, this room rejects the notion of one historical
period and embraces the African and African diasporic belief that the
past, present, and future are interconnected and that informed
speculation may uncover many possibilities. Powered by
Afrofuturism—a transdisciplinary creative mode that centers Black
imagination, excellence, and self-determination—this construction is
only one proposition for what might have been, had Seneca Village
been allowed to thrive into the present and beyond.

The title, Before Yesterday We Could Fly, is inspired by Virginia
Hamilton's legendary retellings of the Flying African tale, which
celebrates enslaved peoples’ imagination, creative uses of flight, and
the significance of spirituality and mysticism to Black communities
in the midst of great uncertainty

Before Yesterday We
Could Fly: An Afrofuturist
Period Room

Before Yesterday We
Could Fly An Afrofuturist
Period Room. (2021). The
Metropolitan Museum of
Art.https://www.metmuse
um.org/exhibitions/listings
/2021/afrofuturist-period-r
oom
 

5 pages



Week 14 Final Paper Due


