
Youth Inspired Heroes and Heroines 
GIVING A VOICE TO OUR YOUNG PEOPLE



Airmiess Joseph Asghedom, also known Nipsey Hussle, was born on August 15, 1985, in Crenshaw, Los Angeles, California, to 
Angelique Smith, an African-American woman, and Dawit Asghedom, an Eritrean immigrant. He was raised in the Crenshaw 
neighborhood of South Los Angeles with his brother Samiel and his sister Samantha. Asghedom attended Alexander Hamilton 
High School in the nearby Castle Heights neighborhood, but dropped out before graduating.

Nipsey Hussle (often stylized as Nipsey Hu$$le), was an American rapper. Emerging from the West Coast hip hop scene in the 
mid-2000s, Hussle independently released his first mixtape, Slauson Boy Volume 1, to moderate local success, which led to him 
being signed to Cinematic Music Group and Epic Records.

Hussle became known for his numerous mixtapes, including his Bullets Ain't Got No Name series, The Marathon, The Marathon 
Continues, and Crenshaw, the last of which American rapper Jay-Z bought 100 copies for $100 each.  After much delay, his debut 
studio album Victory Lap was released in 2018 to critical acclaim and commercial success and was nominated for the Best Rap 
Album at the 61st Grammy Awards in 2019. Two posthumous Grammy Awards for the songs "Racks in the Middle" and "Higher" 
were awarded to Hussle in the Best Rap Performance and Best Rap/Sung Performance categories, respectively, the next year at 
the 62nd Grammy Awards.



Young millennials view Nipsey as a modern-day Marcus Garvey his philosophy on entrepreneurial 
and economic empowerment and cultural Pride is a source and example for this generation of 
Blacks here in Los Angles and the country.  Also known for his entrepreneurship, Hussle
inaugurated the Marathon Clothing store, which he founded along with partners Carless, the head 
of the agency, Karen Civil, and his brother Samiel Asghedom in 2017, and started a co-work Hussle
wanted to focus on "giving solutions and inspiration" to young black men like him.  He denounced 
gun violence through his music, influence, and community work. He spoke openly about his 
experiences with gang culture. Affiliated with the Rollin' 60s, he often performed and worked with 
rival Bloods-affiliated rappers to set an example.

He funded improvements to neighborhood schools and spent time with students, also participating 
on panels about growing up in the area and the influence of gang culture.  Hussle wanted to focus 
on "giving solutions and inspiration" to young black men like him. He denounced gun violence 
through his music, influence, and community work. He spoke openly about his experiences with 
gang culture.  Affiliated with the Rollin' 60s, he often performed and worked with rival Bloods-
affiliated rappers to set an example

Hussle started a co-working environment which he named Vector 90. From his own experience, 
he believed that the Crenshaw area was being underserved and that young people would benefit 
from communal workspaces. He wanted youths to be able to take classes in science, technology, 
and mathematics at the center.  Hussle was also intimately involved in the planning and advisory 
stages of the Destination Crenshaw project that will showcase the history and culture of blacks in 
his neighborhood. City Council member Marqueece Harris Dawson said Hussle was in the earliest 
conversations on the project and was an integral part of the project's branding. In March 2019, 
Hussle had contacted officials from the LAPD to arrange a meeting with him and Roc Nation about 
what they could do to help prevent gang violence in South Los Angeles.  The meeting had been 
scheduled to take place on April 1.

Hussle was murdered on March 31. According to Los Angeles Police Commissioner Steve Soboroff, 
department officials will meet with Hussle's representatives at a future date on these issues to 
continue the activist's work in his honor.



Anointed as a urban Street philosopher, a writer and poet, rapper who 
vocalization and lyrics impacted multiple generations around the world.

He  is acknowledged as one of hip-hop’ greatest rappers to date! Infamous for his thug image and reputation; Tupac’s legacy 
still lives on years beyond his death and this is evident though his influence on pop culture. His thug image is often imitated in 
association with a bandana tied on the one’s head, a thug life tattoo across the stomach, and gangster behavior. Although 
Tupac is greatly known for his thug-life image, Tupac and his legacy are much deeper. Tupac’s persona and lyrical content 
proves he is heavily influenced by the Black Panther Party and Black Nationalism, through his childhood upbringing and lyrical 
content.

Tupac was socially aware and heavily influenced by the Black Panther Party. His childhood and upbringing is reflective through 
his persona and lyrical content and it speaks volumes about his knowledge and beliefs. On June 16th, 1971 Tupac Amaru
Shakur was born in New York City to Afeni Shakur.

As a child Tupac was taught three key things from his mother, “respect, knowledge, [and] searching for knowledge”, along with 
being community oriented and respecting women. Growing up Tupac was always surrounded by Panthers; his step father 
Mutulu Shakur, Aunt Assata Shakur, and godfather Geronimo Pratt. As a result of this Tupac knew about black history, 
oppression, Black Nationalism and the struggle.



Growing up Tupac and his family were poor, so Tupac understood the struggle that blacks back 
then and even today face. He lived in Baltimore, Maryland between 1984 and 1988. Baltimore 
was known to have the highest rate of teen pregnancy, AIDS, black on black crime, and teen 
suicide. Tupac referred to Baltimore as “ignorance town”. Unlike others Tupac had an escape 
away from the madness of the hood. Tupac attended the Baltimore School of Arts where he was 
exposed to new things of diverse subjects. Tupac was exposed to theater, ballet, Broadway, and 
many other lifestyles aside from the one he was accustomed too. In 1988 Tupac decided to 
move to Oakland, California. Prior to his fame Tupac was barely making it, smoking weed, 
partying and hanging out with drug dealers. Tupac didn’t want this lifestyle so he began to rap, 
and this is what led to the iconic Tupac we know and love today. All Tupac’s childhood 
experiences and upbringings are what molded him as a man and artist. Tupac knew his history, 
and understood the struggle not only from knowledge but also from living it. Tupac was well 
rounded also; he wasn’t just a kid in the hood that never stepped out of a ten mile radius but he 
was exposed to different subject matters and lifestyles.

Tupac was socially aware, and this is evident in many of his songs. Three that stand out are “Changes”, “Words of Wisdom”, and 
“White Manz World”. Tupac got the reputation of being a gangster rapper because his lyrical content was detailed, brutal, real, and 
raw! Tupac says, “…I’m a rapper, this is what I do. I’m an artist. And I rap about the oppressed taking back their place. I rap about 
fighting back. To me, my lyrics and my verses are about struggling and overcoming, you know? Not gangstas. I don’t rap about sitting 
up eating shrimp and shit. I rap about fighting back”.

Tupac’s song “Changes’’ for instance speaks about the struggle within the black community, police brutality, and racism. In his 
opening verse his says,

His  legacy lives on in popular culture. After all, the rapper sold over 75 million records worldwide. His work inspired a 2014 
Broadway musical and was recently featured in Powerade’s commercial with NBA star Derrick Rose and on Kendrick Lamar’s latest 
album, “To Pimp A Butterfly."

His thought-provoking lyrics on songs like “Keep Ya Head Up” and “Trapped” address the complexities of black America, proof of his 
power to resonate with listeners who still see his truthful take reflected in black culture today.



Rap is the most efficient way 
to express thoughts, 

emotions, and social issues 
for those who know how to 
organize their words in a 

rhythmic mode.

Most rappers are African American.  
They use the art form to express the 
suffering that African Americans society 
is facing; precisely, the common issues 
they have in many states in this 
country; for instance, discrimination, 
poverty, street gangsters. Tupac is one 
of the best rappers in the globe; he has 
a unique method to resist his society's 
issues by singing meaningful songs 
that affected the community around the 
country. One of his songs is 
"Changes," which is one of the most 
famous songs that he had sung. It took 
place in 1998 in his album "Greatest 
Hits." He mentioned in his song many 
subjects that are shaping as central 
parts of most African American daily 
life, such as racism and poverty.
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