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IN MEMORIAM

Martin Andrews

1/2/2001

Dominic Aquino

1/8/1993

David S. Barnes

10/2/2019

John Cavataio

03/08/19

Robert J. Cindrich John Cleland

8/26/2010

Christopher M. Derlon

9/7/2007

Raymond Etrych

2/15/2011

Michael Florenzo

Gary G. George

4/10/2015

Andrew Gojkov

12/15/2012

William Gorman

Michael Karle

7/13/2016

Richard B. Kata

10/10/1993

James H. Kayuk

11/24/2016
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IN MEMORIAM

Michael J. McEntaggert

6/25/2015

George P. Menovcik

4/27/2010

Dennis Murphy

11/3/2019

Joseph Piscopo

8/29/2011

Thomas Pomaski Charles F. Porta

8/24/2012

Rene Rutkofske

5/9/2020

Timothy Schrieber

1/22/2015

Donald J. Sieg

11/22/2018

Dennis J. Tralka

3/1/2019

John Wojciechowski

4/24/2021
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Notre Dame High School
Class of 1971 Demographics (2011)

Total graduates 223

Lost contact  36

Deceased  10

Current residences

  Michigan   134

California   6

Florida   5

Arizona   4

Colorado   4

Georgia   4

Ohio    4

Illinois    2

Pennsylvania  2

Alaska    1

Indiana   1

Kansas   1

Massachusetts 1

Maine    1

Minnesota  1

New Hampshire 1

Nevada   1

South Carolina 1

Virginia   1

Washington  1

England   1  (3,583 Miles)

State stats:

Average current living distance from school is 247 miles

111 alums live within 25 miles of school

26 alums live within 5 miles of school

Alumni Information Links:

Friends of Notre Dame:
http://friendsofnotredame.com/

Notre Dame Prep:
http://www.ndpma.org
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Ten Year Reunion

15 Year Reunion
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Thirty Year Reunion





Academic Recognition Banquet

May 23, 1968
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The Shield
May 1969
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Alternative newsletter “LaLutte”
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Notre Dame High School
Athletic Wall of Fame

Mike Ruddy

Terry Buda

Gerry Druzinski

Gerry Guinane
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Fr. Ray Coolong recently paid a visit to the

Pontiac campus of NDPMA. He spent the

week relaxing but had some time to sit down

with IRISH and share a few stories about his

career and life teaching at Notre Dame.

A well-traveled priest who has dedicated

his life to service, Fr. Coolong answers

questions in a typically humble Marist way,

laughing as certain memories come back to

him about Notre Dame. He is quick to note

those who have helped him out along the way.

And it's clear, that in his simple way, he has

worked through Mary's intercession.

Father Raymond Coolong started teaching

at Notre Dame High School when he was a semi

narian. He was ordained in 1972 and stayed at

NDHS until 1976, when he began his worldly

travels of service and peace.

He bounced around quite a bit at first—

from an exchange program in New Zealand

to Washington, D.C., then to Ireland, back to

D.C., a parish in Massachusetts, then to a 10-

year stint in Peru—you could say that he has

certainly seen much of the world while humbly

serving God through his ministry.

He retired from Notre Dame High School in

2003 and served on the Board of Trustees until

the school closed in 2005. He retired to the

Marist House in Framingham, Mass., but still

served in a management capacity at the house.

In June of this year,, he moved to Tampa, Fla.,

where he will serve as pastor of Our Lady of

Perpetual Help Parish.

IRISH: When did you decide to become a

priest, specifically a Marist?

C00L0NG: I  grew up in a Marist-

administered parish in Lawrence, Mass., so I

had the idea of being a priest about the age of

eight—it was always the only thing I had in my

mind. And of course it was the Marists because

it was the only order of priests I knew.

IRISH: What were some challenges you

discovered along the way, both as a missionary

and as a teacher?

C00L0NG: In my missionary work, to see the

people in poverty was very difficult. And trying to

alleviate their poverty—especially materialistic

poverty. Most lacked proper food and clothes and

had houses made out of bamboo and adobe. Some

had grass roofs or metal roofs. Just trying to help

them out was challenging. One thing I was grateful

for was the help I received from some of

my former students from Notre Dame. When

they found out I was there in the missions in

Peru, they helped me. When I asked for money

for the missions there, they helped me. A lot of

them helped me.

IRISH: How was it when you started teaching?

C00L0NG: Starting off as a new teacher is the

hardest. As time went on and students got to

know me, things got easier. They start to respect.

But kids being kids, they sometimes tried to pull

the wool over your eyes until you know the ropes

of teaching. ■

Contact Fr. Coolong at

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

1711 East 11th Avenue, Tampa, FL 33605

E-mail: rcoolong@conversent.net)

From ND Prep Fall 2010 Newsletter
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From ND Prep Fall 2010 Newsletter
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Irish Newsletter Spirit 2010
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POTATOES ARE THE ‘MAINE’ THING FOR RETIRED TEACHER’S FAMILY
July 21, 2016

Retired Notre Dame teacher still helps out on the family farm in New England.

Ken Parent retired in 2008 after nearly 40 years teaching at both Notre Dame High School in Harper

Woods and Notre Dame Prep in Pontiac. In the photo above taken July 20, Parent is in a field of potato

plants on his family’s farm in Maine. This variety of potato is Blazer Russet, which typically has many

blossoms, according to Parent.

Potatoes arrived in the pre-U.S. colonies in 1621 when the governor of Bermuda, Nathaniel Butler, sent two

large cedar chests full of potatoes and other vegetables to governor Francis Wyatt of Virginia at Jamestown.

The first permanent potato patches in North America were established in 1719, most likely near Londonderry,

New Hampshire, by Scots-Irish immigrants. From there, the crop spread across the country, including due

north to what is now the state of Maine, which has been growing potatoes for more than 200 years.

In recent years, Maine potato growers have produced between 1.5 to 2 billion pounds of potatoes annually.

Included in that total are the 17 million pounds of potatoes grown by the family of longtime Notre Dame

faculty member (now retired) Ken Parent, who said that there have been eight generations of Parents

involved in the potato business.

“My father was the sixth generation,” he said. “My three brothers were the seventh, and now, my nephew,

who currently is managing the farm, is the eighth.”

Addendum for 45th reunion
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Marist-educated

Parent said the farm today, which is located near the town of Hamlin, Maine, on the U.S./Canadian border, has

nearly 2,000 total acres of which about 1,200 are tillable for growing potatoes.

“Six hundred acres are potatoes and 600 are grains, such as oats, barley, and rye grass with clover,” he said,

“which are plowed under every year to enrich the soil for the following planting season.”

Parent, who grew up in Hamlin and attended a Marist Fathers-run high school nearby, had nearly 40 years

experience teaching and coaching at both Notre Dame High School in Harper Woods and Notre Dame Prep in

Pontiac before he retired in 2008.

His trips back to Maine to see his family have become a bit more frequent since then.

“Now that I'm retired, I usually get back to the potato farm three times per year,” he said. “From Thanksgiving

through the holidays, then Easter and again for about a month during the summer, usually July.”

Potatoes are ‘us’

The Parent family, which was selected recently as a “McCain Top Ten Grower,” also was named “Farm Family

of the Year” in 2012 by the Maine Potato Board. It has been supplying potatoes for nearly 30 years to McCain

Foods USA, which processes them for for use in restaurants around the U.S., mostly in the fast-food market.

The Parent family farm in Hamlin, Maine, produces 17 million pounds of potatoes annually. (Photo copyright:

Paul A. Cyr)

“Beside McDonald's, our potatoes end up at Wendy's, Burger King and Friendly's, among others,” Parent said.

He noted that the potato is northern Maine’s primary agricultural product and at one time the state’s potato

production was tops in the nation.

The Maine Potato Board says that potatoes play a vital role in the economic prosperity of the region because of

its large farms and fertile land. The total number of acres of farm land devoted to potatoes, however, has

decreased in recent years because of rotational crops, conservation and fewer farmers. Fortunately for the Parent

family, nearly 90 percent of Maine’s current potato crop comes from Aroostook County, which is where the

family farm is located.

Ken Parent said the growing season in Maine typically lasts about 120 days.

“Depending on the severity of winter, they are usually able to plant in early May and then harvest sometime in

mid to late October. Different varieties of spuds require varying growing seasons, but the average is usually

around 120 days.”



Notre Dame High School - class of 1971 72

Working the farm

The oldest of eight children — five boys and three girls — Parent said three of his brothers were initially

involved in farming. “But today, the torch has been passed on to one of my nephews whose brother also works

for him.”

But what about “Uncle Ken?” Does he still do any farm work when he’s back in Maine?

“It's always great getting back to my roots on the farm, but it’s been years since I attempted to operate any of the

big machinery,” he said. “It's so computerized today, with GPS, etc. I wouldn't trust myself — and neither

would my nephews likely trust me anymore, I'm sure! The extent of my involvement now is landscaping — on

a John Deere mower, of course — and painting around the farm, which I’m very happy to do.”

Parent poses in front of a tractor equipped with special sprayer booms that can spray forty rows of potato

plants at one time.

When he’s not in Maine, Parent lives in St. Clair Shores and visits Notre

Dame regularly. Here he is at the school’s homecoming football game in

2015.
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Harper Woods school history

A new school on the eastside — the first 20 years
(1954 – 1974)

In an excerpt from “Mantle of Blue – History of the Northeast Province

Society of Mary 1924-1974” by Rev. Lionel F. Beaudoin, s.m., published

in 1974, and used by permission from the Marist Fathers & Brothers of

the United States, Boston, Mass., the following is a fairly detailed account

of what went on behind the scenes before Notre Dame High School in

Harper Woods was built and the roughly 20 years thereafter.



A NEW HIGH SCHOOL ON THE EASTSIDE – THE FIRST 20 YEARS

Harper Woods, Michigan, is a relatively new little city tucked in between

Detroit and Grosse Pointe Woods. It was Gratiot Township until 1951,

when the voters decided to incorporate as a city. What has given Harper

Woods added importance is the huge regional Shopping Center called

“Eastland” that the J.L. Hudson Co. has built there at an estimated cost of

$20,000,000. The center is situated in the northwest corner of Harper

Woods at E. Eight Mile and Kelly roads. The city is a community of homes

with only two building sites zoned for manufacturing. It is a prosperous

and growing area with a population of 20,186. (1970 census)

The very first stirrings on the question of building a high school in the

Harper Woods section of Detroit were felt in 1948 when Rev. Leo Huver,

pastor of St. Veronica Parish, began to mull over the idea of a high

school for parochial school graduates of the area. Six parishes were

interested in the project and willing to get involved financially. The first

step taken by Father Huver was to call on the Holy Cross Fathers at

Notre Dame. The second step was the approbation and blessing of His

Eminence, Cardinal Mooney. Buying the property on the advice of Rev.
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Father Steiner and the neighboring pastors was the third step. The last

point was to reaffirm the interest of the six pastors and form a board.

During the intervening years, these concerned priests met often to

discuss various phases of the problems, sometimes with the Cardinal, at

other times among themselves. When it became evident that the Holy

Cross Fathers could not undertake the project, other congregations were

sought, until the Marists Fathers offered some hope in the matter.

The board of six pastors, anxious to have a fine school in the area,

consisted of the following: Reverend Leo Huver, St. Veronica – president;

Reverend Joseph Ording, St. Jude – vice-president; Reverend Joseph

Schuler, Guardian Angels – secretary; Reverend John C. Jordan, St. Joan

of Arc, St. Clair Shores – treasurer; Reverend Emil Capano, Our Lady,

Queen of Peace; and Rt. Reverend Joseph Marx, Assumption Grotto.

A series of meetings was held, culminating in a private interview between

Cardinal Mooney and Father Parent, Provincial. The year of 1953 was a

time of decisions and happenings for the Marists in Detroit, Michigan.

One of the first things on the agenda was to form a corporation entitled:

“Marist Fathers of Detroit, Inc.” The articles of incorporation were drawn

up, signed on February 9, 1953, and duly filed before the State of

Michigan, through the Michigan Corporation and Securities Commission,

Lansing, Michigan, on March 17, 1953. Bylaws for the new corporation

were approved and signed on April 14, 1953.
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Early in 1953, another vital document was agreed upon and signed:

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

Made by the pastors of the parishes covered.

1. The Marist Fathers agree to erect a high school for at least 750 boys

and to expand these facilities as their finances permit.

2. The Marist Fathers will be given a free and clear deed to 15 acres of

land for the purpose of erecting a high school.

3. They will be given the sum of $120,000 as needed, contributed by the

parishes in equal proportions, as follows: St. Veronica, East Detroit

$20,000; Guardian Angels $20,000; Assumption Grotto $20,000; Queen

of Peace $20,000; St. Jude $20,000; St. Joan of Arc, St. Clair Shores

$20,000.

4. The students of the above-named parishes will be given priority in

admission to Notre Dame High School conducted by the Marist Fathers.

5. The proportion of new students allotted for each parish shall be equal

each year for each parish.

6. The Marist Fathers agree that no other students from any other

parishes will be admitted to the school until the above quotas are

satisfied. In the event one parish does not fulfill its quota by May 1st of

each year, the remaining openings are distributed among the other

parishes according to the proportion agreed upon.

7. In addition to the gift of land and money, mentioned above, the

parishes further agree to pay for the period of four years, the interest on

the loan of $400,000, which is incurred by the Marist Fathers, to build

the original building. The proportion for each parish is to be the same as

the original contribution.

8. The Marist Fathers are allowed to retain the occupancy of the

residence on Boston Boulevard for a period of seven years. This period

may be prolonged by mutual agreement.
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9. The tuition charge—exclusive of that for textbooks—will not exceed

$100 per student per year. If revision of this charge becomes necessary,

it will be enacted only after agreement with the pastors.

10. If any student with priority admission rights is unable to pay his

tuition, the pastor of his parish will provide it, or the student will lose the

priority.

(SIGNED) L. A. HUVER, pastor of St. Veronica, East Detroit

J. SCHULER, pastor of Guardian Angels

JOSEPH S. MARX, pastor of Assumption Grotto

EMIL A. CAPANO, pastor of Queen of Peace

J. J. ORDING, pastor of St. Jude

JOHN C. JORDAN, pastor of St. Joan of Arc

CHAS. P. DECKER, s.m., Marist representative

Approved by: (SIGNED) EDWARD CARD. MOONEY, Archbishop of Detroit.

It is an enormous undertaking to erect a modern high school, meeting all

specifications and requirements of the complex programs essential to the

educational development of our advanced times. An obvious and

essential need is money. It was to obtain the necessary funds that a

mortgage loan was made through The Northwestern Mutual Life

Insurance Co. of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, by the services of Mr. S. C.

Turner, loan agent of the Company in Detroit, Michigan.

Negotiations were long, complicated and exhaustive. Participating

principals were:

– The Sacred Congregation of Religious, Vatican, Rome

– Very Rev. Alcime M. Cyr, s.m., Superior General, s.m., Rome

– Very Rev. Cyr J. Parent, s.m., outgoing Provincial, Boston Province

– Very Rev. James Lambert, s.m., newly-appointed Provincial

– Very Rev. Charles Decker, s.m., Superior of the Notre Dame
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Community

– Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co., Milwaukee, Wisconsin, by: Mr.

S. C. Turner, Mortgage Loan Regional Office, Detroit, Michigan, Mr.

Stuart C.

Woodworth, Lyne, Woodworth & Evarts, Att., Boston, Mass

In petitioning the Holy See for approval to negotiate a loan, Very Rev.

James Lambert, s.m., succinctly exposed the matter thusly:

“The Provincial Superior of the Boston Province of the Society of Mary

(Marist Fathers), with Provincial House in the Archdiocese of Boston,

incorporated as “The Marist Fathers of Boston, Incorporated,” requests

permission of the Holy See to borrow $350,000 in order to build a high

school for boys in the Archdiocese of Detroit (Michigan). It is proposed to

borrow this sum from the Northwestern Mutual Insurance Company,

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as being the most reliable and as offering the best

terms. The obligation will be secured by a mortgage on the proposed

building and a mortgage on a property owned by the Marist Fathers in

Framingham (Massachusetts) valued at $618,000 or a property owned by

the Marist Fathers in Bedford (Massachusetts) valued at $335,000

according to the requirements of the loan agency when final

arrangements are made. Interest on the loan, at current market rates

(4-1/2% at present: this rate may vary approximately 1/2%) will be paid

for the first four years by the six parishes served by the school;

thereafter from current revenues of the Boston Province of the Society of

Mary, including the revenue from the new school. An amortization fund

will be established and maintained for the payment of the mortgage.

Payments on the loan would be made quarterly over a period of twenty

years.”



(Signed) JAMES LAMBERT, s.m., Provincial

Following the original loan of $350,000, the amount was increased to

$835,000, September 19, 1955, to cover the cost of added facilities, and

eventually amplified to $1,200,000 on June 15, 1965, when the new

gymnasium and cafeteria additions were completed. The loan was made

through the same Northwestern Mortgage Loan Regional Office in Detroit,

and using the same mortgage arrangements.

It naturally devolved upon the Provincial of the Boston Province to obtain

needed permissions, and upon the treasurers to keep a finger on the

financial pulse of the Detroit project.

The official authorization came from the General House and was as

follows:

OFFICIAL

28th of April 1953.

Feast of Blessed P.L. Chanel

My dear Father Parent:

This is to bring you the official authorization of the General

Administration, to proceed in the realization of the project for the (East)

Detroit High School as outlined in your communication of April 21, which

gave the results arrived at, in the deliberations of the meeting of your

Council held on that date, with Fr. Menard, the Provincial Treasurer,

present. This decision was taken with the unanimous consent of the

Council this morning.
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We are very much pleased to note that the local parish priests have

agreed to pay the interest on the initial loan for a period of four years.

This is fine encouragement indeed. With this in mind, we see the great

advantage to the Province in building now the added classroom space

that is marked “for future expansion” on the preliminary floor plan, and

more so, that the Archdiocesan School Authorities and the Local Superior

and his Council in Detroit are all in favor of putting up all these sections

at one time, thus saving considerable expenses that would be entailed

later.

We hope that you will succeed in negotiating a loan at a fair rate of

interest. The permission of the S. Congregation of Religious will be

necessary to make this loan. Though you could obtain this permission

from the Apostolic Delegate in Washington, D.C., I personally am of the

opinion that it would be better for us to apply directly to the S.

Congregation here, for you. However, I do not insist on this, for there

may be new regulations in favor of religious congregations in the U.S.A.,

of which I am not aware, and which make it easier by applying to the

Apostolic Delegation. In any case, we will want to be informed on the

exact amount of the loan, the rate of interest, the terms for repayment

of the capital, and the securities given.

With cordial greetings and prayerful best wishes, I am yours sincerely in

Christo et Maria,

A. M. CYR, s.m., Sup. Gen.



GROUND IS BROKEN

Armed with the first vital loan, plans for the new school were drafted, and

construction began with groundbreaking ceremonies on Sunday, October

4, 1953. Taking part in this official launching of the project were Rt. Rev.

Msgr. Henry E. Donnelly, head of the Eastern Deanery of the Detroit

Archdiocese; Rt. Rev. Msgr. Carroll F. Deady, Archdiocesan

Superintendent of Schools; and Very Rev. James Lambert, s.m.,

Provincial of the Marist Fathers.

The following item appeared in the Michigan Catholic diocesan paper,

October 1, 1953: “A regional Catholic High School to serve Northeast

Detroit and suburban East Detroit, St. Clair Shores and Harper Woods

will be launched with the breaking of ground Sunday at 3:00 p.m. at the

site of Kelly Rd. near Eight Mile Rd. in Harper Woods.

“Details of the proposed new school, to be known as Notre Dame High,

were announced Thursday, by Msgr. Carroll F. Deady, Archdiocesan

Superintendent of Schools. The first unit, for 800 boys, will be ready for

service next September. A companion unit for girls is planned for

September 1955. The boys high school is a cooperative project of the

Marist Fathers and six parishes: St. Veronica, East Detroit; Guardian

Angels; Assumption Grotto; St. Jude; Queen of Peace, Harper Woods;



and St. Joan of Arc, St. Clair Shores. It will enroll 200 students in the

ninth grade next September, and add a grade each year until the full

high school course is established.

“The school will be located on 15 acres. There will be 25 classrooms and

cafeteria in the present unit. A large athletic stadium is part of the first

unit, with a football field, baseball diamond, and track. The girls’ high

school will occupy the 10 other acres of the 25-acre plot.

“Msgr. Henry E. Donnelly, dean of the eastern deanery, will officiate at

Sunday’s groundbreaking. The speaker will be Very Rev. James Lambert,

Provincial of the Marist Fathers and Rev. Charles Decker, representing

the Marist Fathers who staff Cathedral Central High School here.”

The site chosen for Notre Dame High School was at 20254 Kelly Road,

Harper Woods, just around the corner from Eight Mile Road and Eastland

Shopping Center. The architect for the school was Mr. Walter J. Rozycki

of Detroit, Michigan, and the contractor was the Krieghoff Co., General

Builders, also of Detroit. There were adjustments and readjustments to



the original plans (totaling $25,000), and fluctuations on the estimated

costs, but construction began in the fall of 1953, and continued apace.

AND THE BOYS ROLLED IN

Notre Dame High School opened its doors to a freshman class for the

first time on September 7, 1954. The following year, Regina High School,

a new establishment for girls, was built adjacent to Notre Dame High, to

complement the educational center at Harper Woods.

The first Marist staff at Notre Dame was: Rev. Austin E. Verow, s.m.,

Superior; Rev. Robert Graham, s.m., Vice-Superior; Rev. Robert

Champagne, s.m.; Rev. Raymond Ouellette, s.m.; and Rev. James Kiley,

s.m.

Living quarters for the Notre Dame Marist faculty became an acute

problem that was temporarily solved by buying a house on Juliana St.

nearby. As time went on, however, some fathers were obliged to live in

several empty classrooms at the school, and then in apartments that

were rented or bought outright.

In the Boston provincial circular letter dated Dec. 1, 1956, the following

entry is found: “Notre Dame, Detroit, really has an eye-opener in its first

yearbook, ‘The Juggler.’ On Sunday, Oct. 21, a record-breaking crowd of

Notre Dame football fans was on hand to witness the dedication of the

school’s new stadium, and the homecoming game of Notre Dame’s team.”



In the Oct. 1, 1957, issue, the provincial letter carried this item: “Notre

Dame has 980 students for 1957-1958. It is the school’s first year with

all four grades—nine through 12. The faculty consists of 16 priests, two

scholastics and 17 laypersons. The 1957 ‘Juggler’ is again an impressive

yearbook.”

A milestone was passed on March 3, 1961, when accreditation was

accorded Notre Dame High School by the University of Michigan, Ann

Arbor, for a period of two years, 1961 to 1963. This was a prelude to

accreditation by the State of Michigan, which came in the fall of 1961.

GYMNASIUM IN THE WORKS

The year 1964 marked another memorable milestone in the short history

of Notre Dame High School. It seemed appropriate that the construction

of the new gymnasium should coincide with the tenth anniversary of

Notre Dame. A congratulatory message from the Very Rev. Marist

Provincial, Austin E. Verow, s.m., said in part: “The culmination of this

‘dream come true’ is an achievement that must be deeply rewarding to

everyone associated with Notre Dame in the years past and at the

present time. . .”

It was under the rectorship of Rev. Francis Frechette, s.m., from 1960 to

1963, that the gymnasium “dream” was submitted to the architects for



preliminary consideration. Rev. Omer St. Onge, s.m., principal, from

1957 to 1963, visited several gymnasiums, to observe their features and

he incorporated many of them into the new Notre Dame building.

The gymnasium was originally planned for 1958, and money was raised

for the much-needed facility. It was only on April 29, 1964, however,

that the digging of the foundation began, and the official dedication took

place on November 1, 1964. The opening was finally held on February 18,

1965.

The groundbreaking ceremonies, “engineered” by the students of Notre

Dame were mildly unusual. In place of a few dignitaries going through

the traditional procedures and ritual, the Notre Dame hopefuls who had

sold their quota of tickets in the Spring Fund Drive, were each given a

spade. On a fired signal by Rev. James Kiley, s.m., principal of Notre

Dame, 250 eager students struck their spades into the muddy earth and

went at it with a vengeance! A caterpillar tractor then moved in to

continue the spading, while the Notre Dame Band played several lively

selections to help the work along.

In 1964, Notre Dame High School added a gymnasium and cafeteria

facility, which was constructed by Donaldson & Meier, architects; Thomas

J. Black, mechanical and electrical engineers; and Matthew Lalewicz, Inc.,

general contractor. The cafeteria extension also housed an enlarged

locker room, shower room and an extra-long rifle range. The new

construction was named the Notre Dame Memorial Gymnasium as a

tribute to the sacrifices and generosity of the many friends of the school;

it cost approximately $400,000.
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NEW RESIDENCE FOR THE MARISTS

The year 1965 was judged to be the year for the building of a residence

for the Marist personnel. A commodious, modern and attractive building

was planned and constructed by the Charles M. Valentine Associates, Inc.,

at a cost of approximately $250,000. The accommodations included 32

rooms, bedrooms with bath, chapel, dining room, kitchen, indoor and

outdoor recreation areas (the outdoor swimming pool was a gratuitous

gift from the builders), and a complete suite for the domestic staff.

Construction of the Marist residence was done by Mr. Edward

Wagonsomer, one of the associate builders from Detroit.



The house is situated directly behind the school building with ample

parking space, and forming part of the Notre Dame compound. There are

reception and counseling offices at one end of the building, which are

separated from the living quarters, assuring privacy and quiet to the

regular occupants. Air conditioning throughout, and its location away

from the noisy traffic on Kelly Road contribute to making this Marist

residence one of the finest in the Boston Province.

With the completion of the Marist faculty residence, the building program

at Notre Dame, Harper Woods, Michigan, came to an end. There remains

the liquidation of the large debt, but the future is confronted with

courage and with trust in Divine Providence.

Notre Dame High School boasts a completely modern educational facility.

Built entirely on a ground-floor plan, it has all the required equipment

and the comfortable classrooms needed to carry out an impressive

program: theology, English, foreign languages, mathematics, sciences,

social studies, physical education. Student activities list no less than 12

possibilities with art, music, dramatics, etc.; services are available in

chapel, guidance, speech; and the athletic program takes in some ten

different sporting events. There is a large library and a well-equipped

laboratory. There is an alumni association, a mothers’ guild and a dads’

club, a dozen different students’ clubs, and a brass band that has

consistently won awards in music competition. The religious program is

evidently of top priority, with spiritual services and a vocation club that

began in 1957.

GROWTH WAS SWIFT AND DRAMATIC

The development of Notre Dame High School has been rapid and

satisfying. At the present time (1974), the faculty numbers 48 and the
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student enrollment is about 1,000. The Marists who are members of the

faculty are dedicated priests and religious, progressive and energetic.

They deserve commendation for a task generously and expertly done in

this vital and far-reaching apostolate.

As the years pass swiftly by, Notre Dame continues to be outstanding in

its field: in its academic programs, its cultural and artistic endeavors, and

its trophy-winning sports teams.

Notre Dame High School, Harper Woods, Michigan, gives all indications of

vitality and social involvement. In its own words: “Notre Dame student

policies aim at Christian formation, academic development, social

consideration and dynamic citizenship…striving to promote a climate of

personal growth, creativity, responsibility and freedom.”

Its motto is alive and promising: “Valor Virtusque” or “Courage and

Virtue.”

(from “Mantle of Blue – History of the Northeast Province Society of Mary

1924-1974” by Rev. Lionel F. Beaudoin, s.m. Published 1974)

©1974 Marist Fathers of Boston, Inc.
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