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Crossing a threshold:

water, ice and climate in Georgian Bay
By David Sweetnam

“Nature's best thermometer, perhaps its most sensitive and unambiguous indicator of climate change,
is ice. When ice gets sufficiently
warm, it melts. Ice asks no questions,
presents no arguments, reads no
newspapers, listens to no debates. It
is not burdened by ideology and carries no political baggage as it crosses
the threshold from solid to liquid. It
just melts." – Henry Pollack, A
World Without Ice.

In this dark age of political obstructers, obfuscators, science deniers
and power-broker protectionists, one
wonders if we can have a real chat
about climate change. This is especially true for our neighbors to the
south who have to tolerate the daily
barrage of a salivating media machine that thrives on this debate as
easy, thoughtless nourishment perpetuating the myth that the two opposing ideas are of equivalent merit.

water in Lake Huron is still a stunning 3.5oC warmer than it was at the
same time the past two years.
But focussing on the annual ice
coverage on Georgian Bay only gives
us a view of the weather rather than
of the climate; to see that, we have to
look at the long-term data. When we
do, it is clear that ice coverage
throughout the Great Lakes region
has declined by a stunning 71 percent
over the past 40 years. And that has
impacted our Georgian Bay water
levels. No denying.
But understanding this connection in the Great Lakes is a new field
of study since the scientific instrumentation has only recently been installed.

The lake is a large heat storage
battery. This is why the Great Lakes
can actually create their own microclimate. Hot summer sun warms the
water throughout the warmer
months. In the winter, when a cold
arctic blast sweeps across the surface
the cold air sucks heat out of the lake
in the form of evaporating water.
This is where lake effect snow comes
from.

perature, energy moves from the
water into the air. And once that is
completed, the heat in the liquid
water now covered by the ice is insulated from the air.
Combining all of these factors
gives us some new models of the
lakes. In years with warm water and
low ice winters there isn’t much
spring snow melt or lake ice melting,
so the sun’s heat actually goes immediately into warming the water that
continues to gain heat throughout
the summer.

During cold, high ice winters, the
icy spring melt runoff and lake-ice
melting absorbs energy even without
the temperature rising above zero.
Only when the phase transition is
completed does the water temperature begin to rise.

We can imagine that the water
temperature will be hotter going into
From our vantage point in the not
the colder months in the first case.
so frozen north, the hurly burly cirScientists postulate that if the winter
cus of the US primaries, and the
then brings cold dry air from the arcutter lack of integrity of many of its
tic, there will be more thermodyplayers, seems more coliseum bloodnamic energy driving the warm
sport than meaningful leadership dewater into the cold, dry air before any
bate. The overt denial of climate
state change can occur and so more
change by right-of-right wing candiIn the summer when both the air evaporation occurs. By the same
dates and especially their rejection of and the water are comparably warm model, there would be less evaporaany anthropogenic contribution to it (i.e. no thermodynamic energy differ- tion but more phase change energy
is – it must be said – pathetic and ence)...we see little or no evaporation. absorbed in the second case so more
even dangerous.
It is actually only in the cooler winter ice would be formed and less evapomonths when the water is warmer ration would occur leaving water levOur fresh political leadership than the air where most of the evap- els higher. So, climate change and the
would have us believe a newly recon- oration from the Great Lakes occurs. waters of the Great Lakes are distituted Canadian discourse has
rectly connected.
begun, so perhaps now is the time to
During warm / low ice coverage
finally stop being so polite.
winters, like the El Niño influenced
In the dawning sun of significant
winter we are currently experienc- new
international
consensus
This winter with El Niño influ- ing, when the water is 5 degrees and amongst world leaders, it is with new
ences and cumulative climate change the air is 5 degrees there is again no confidence that we proclaim the realimpacts, the fact remains that the ice thermodynamic force to drive the ity of climate change. We can finally
coverage in Lake Michigan-Huron water into the air. So the water acknowledge that not only are we
has been at almost zero. Even where doesn’t evaporate.
each responsible for its impacts, but
there is ice in parts of Georgian Bay,
that as the authors of the future we
there has been death this winter due
The other important piece of this wish to live in, we can now get to
to its thin, and feeble hold on the puzzle is ‘state change’ or ‘phase work to solve this problem.
water creating treacherous condi- transition.’ Freezing liquid water to
tions for snowmobiles and ice huts. form solid ice requires energy to be
It seems that we’re finally crossAccording to the National Oceanic removed from the water. This means ing a threshold…and the deniers are
and Atmospheric Administration, the that even without a change of tem- melting.
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Last Stand for Least Bitterns

By Peter Wood

habitat.
4. Pleasure boating can disrupt
their foraging activities and cause
nest abandonment and can also
erode marsh edges.
5. Lower water levels increase exposure to predators. Breeding is
tightly linked to water levels. A
drop in water levels is sure to result in a decline in the number of
birds.
6. Wetland loss and degradation are
the main factors threatening this
species.

Photo by Mike McEvoy

The secretive Least Bittern is more likely heard than seen. The small precarious population around Georgian
Bay faces many grave threats

If you have never seen a Least Bittern, take comfort, you are in good
company: The Canadian Species at
Risk Public Registry (CSRPR) calls
it “one of North America’s most
poorly known species,” and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology refers to it
as “one of the most difficult North
American marsh birds to spot.” Least
Bitterns might be best described as a
small population of secretive birds
that are under intense pressure from
human activities. The current conservation status is ‘threatened.’ It is
a wonder that we ever see one!

This small heron is inconspicuous
because it is so well camouflaged and
furtive. In fact, like most wetland
species, (rails, gallinules, grebes) it is
much more likely heard than seen.
Bird census takers count on vocalizations to establish population numbers. Least Bitterns are known to
respond to amplified calls during
nest initiation, but become less responsive as the nest cycle progresses.
This is not an easy species to study:
seldom seen, unreliably vocal and by
all accounts diminishing in numbers
in tandem with our wetlands. Habitat
loss and degradation is by far the
greatest threat to this species - a special concern around Georgian Bay
because of our precious coastal
marshes.

snakes, mink, raptors, ravens and
on the back. They patrol wetlands in
larger herons.
search of food by straddling reeds.
This technique allows them to hunt 2. Flooding due to storms, rising
water levels or wave pressure
in water that is otherwise too deep
from pleasure boating.
for wading. When alarmed, the Bittern will raise its bill up, face the 3. Invasive species such as purple
loosestrife and the more recent
threat and freeze, confident that its
emphatic proliferation of phagmarkings will protect it from danger.
mites may irreversibly alter their
They are also known to invoke an uncanny swaying motion to blend in
with wind-blown reeds. If threatened further, they vanish on foot
into the reeds rather than expose
themselves to flight.
Least Bitterns arrive in the wetlands around Georgian Bay in midMay and begin the nest cycle by
month’s end. They are a habitat
specific species, that is, they require
large marshes dominated by emergent vegetation, primarily cattails
and surrounded by open water.
The nest is a platform of reeds and
other vegetation. The usual clutch
of eggs is 4 or 5 that they incubate
for 17 to 20 days. The young
hatchlings remain fed in the nest
for 2 weeks. Their diet consists of
small fish, amphibians, crustaceans,
and aquatic invertebrates.

The population of Least Bitterns in all of Canada is estimated
to be 1,500 nesting pairs, 1000 of
them in Ontario: a miniscule precarious population subject to a vaThe Least Bittern is the smallest riety of threats, some natural but
(robin-sized) member of the Ardei- the gravest are manmade:
dae family of herons. The under- 1. Predation is a constant threat to
adult Bitterns, their eggs and
parts and throat are white with
young which can be eaten by
brown streaks. It has yellow eyes,
raccoons, snapping turtles,
yellow bill and is glossy green-black

Wetlands are important, not simply because Least Bitterns rely on
them, but are critical to the health of
the ‘Bay.’ Georgian Bay Forever
(GBF) describes wetlands as “the
transition zones between the terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems and provide ecological and economic
benefits.” “Wetlands provide important roles for fish, ground water
recharging, water quality, shoreline
protection, habitat for numerous
species and help with carbon control.”
David Sweetnam, Executive Director of GBF, in collaboration with
NASA has monitored and mapped
wetland change (habitat loss) in the
Georgian Bay area since 1987. The
results indicate a 10.8% loss of wetlands in southern Georgian Bay and
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Secretive species under threat
an increase of 7% in northern Georgian Bay, a significant 3.8% loss of
wetlands, due primarily to development.

Photo by Bob Wood and Peter Wood

tern populations. They determined
that Least Bitterns were more likely
to be present in marshes surrounded
by low levels of urbanization, and
found a significant negative relationSweetnam also notes an addi- ship between water quality and the
tional, more recent threat to water amount of urbanization within 4000
levels and wetlands “while water lev- meters of the wetland edge. “I worry
els in Georgian Bay fluctuate for a most about the noise from
variety of reasons, the long-term people/cars that can interfere with
trend (30- 40 years) is that Lake its mating calls (between mid-May to
Huron-Michigan water level aver- early July),” says Chow-Fraser. “I
ages will continue to decline largely also worry about their nests being
in response to climate change.”
detected and destroyed by people or
by pets. Cats (feral or otherwise)
Professor Patricia Chow-Fraser have been problematic. Wakes from
(Biology Department, McMaster boats could also disturb the nests
University) and Lyndsay A. Smith- that are just above the water surface
Cartwright, conducted a study of on cattails.”
Least Bitterns “To determine the influence of land use surrounding wetThis may well be the last stand for
lands, wetlands usages, isolation and the Least Bittern. It is a small, prewater quality.” Professor Chow- carious population facing many grave
Fraser took the study of land use and threats. If this species is to persist in
the effect on Least Bitterns one step the wetlands of Georgian Bay, it will
further by studying the influence of be as a result of informed and acadjacent land use. They used the in- countable stewardship. After all, our
formation to derive recommenda- environment fuels our economy, entions for land use planning and land riches our lives and is crucial to the
management surrounding wetlands survival of Least Bitterns, whether
for maintaining habitat for Least Bit- or not we are blessed to see one!

A Great Injustice

Least Bittern hatchlings remain nest fed for two weeks after hatching

By Cathy Cooper

Township revealed to the OMB that,
in fact, the MNR had refused to approve the development of this property.

A group of residents is being assisted by their representative, Jean
De Marco of Osler Toronto, to appeal this 2015 OMB decision on the
basis that critical environmental information was not divulged to the
Board and of the failure to give
proper notice to the public of that
important hearing.

accountability, and full public participation” with respect to the proposed
trailer park development. These are
all basic provisions ensured under
the Planning Act. Residents should
not have to ask for them.

Whether or not you support the
proposed 180-unit trailer park, the
important issues of fairness, proper
notice and due process are at stake.
The public should demand full explanations from the Township’s
Aerial view of Macy’s Bay showing wetlands and proposed trailer park site
Council for their behaviour throughResidents in the Township of from two separate sources that, purout all stages of this matter and what
Georgian Bay are fighting back portedly, at least 2 previous owners
The Township has consistently re- appears to be consistent support of
against a major development pro- of this property applied to the Min- fused to support its residents in these the developers, past and present, deposal with significant environmental istry of the Environment (MOE) proceedings. It is unclear why, but it spite the alleged rejections of develimpact.
and Ministry of Natural Resources may or may not have something to opment plans for this site by the
(MNR), and their applications were do with not wanting the Township’s MNR. Anyone who supports fairness
An international property devel- rejected due to the environmentally regulatory negligence to be revealed. and due process can send a letter to
opment company purchased a tract sensitive and challenging aspects of Regardless of the township and de- the municipality.
of land at 380 Macey’s Bay Road. the subject property and its sur- veloper’s opposition, the residents
The plan is to create a 180-unit rounds. The tract is surrounded by group will be a party at the upcomIf you wish to support Ms. De
trailer park on the shores of the provincially protected habitat for ing appeal of the Township’s pro- Marco at the April 4th, 2016 appeal
Georgian Bay World Biosphere Re- Muskellunge, Musk and Blanding’s posed 2014 by-law regarding this of the by-law, then please send your
serve, a UNESCO and Provincial turtles and the rare Least Bittern.
site. This appeal will take place on name and address through the link
heritage site. Although the trailer
In August of 2015, the lawyer for April 4th of this year, when it is indicated below. This will add your
park is contrary to the existing zon- the developer did a complete end- hoped that the reservations of the name to a list of Township residents
ing by-laws and the Official Plan, in- route around Ontario planning reg- MOE, the MNR and the residents who support the Macey’s Bay Resiexplicably, it appears that the ulations by applying to the Ontario group will be disclosed.
dents Group in their fight to protect
Township may be assisting the devel- Municipal Board (OMB) to eliminate
our lands from inappropriate and enoper to obtain the requested Com- the requirement of MNR approval.
In January of this year, the East- vironmentally unfriendly developmercial rezoning through ‘backdoor’ The Township was present but did ern Georgian Bay Protective Society ment.
manoeuvering that will exclude all not oppose the request. The Board sent a petition and a letter to the
public input.
granted the developer’s request.
Township speaking on behalf of
For information on the petition
hundreds of residents. The letter
please go to:
Georgian Bay Today has learned
Neither the developer nor the called for “transparency, due process,
https://goo.gl/FXgixT
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Artist has had a long time love affair with Georgian Bay

By Karen Mealing

giving and vibrant. I even love the
smell,” he says. Murray paints
quickly, often with a big brush, applying the bold strokes and colours for
which he is known. As he says, “Paint
quickly. Life is short.”

Murray Van Halem in Studio

Artist Murray Van Halem’s love
affair with Georgian Bay started long
before becoming a painter. It started
with a sailboat docked in Victoria
Harbour that introduced him to the
Bay. The sailboat may no longer be in
the picture, but the experience of exploring the Bay and loving the water
still remains. In fact, he loved it so
much that when he and his wife,
Bayla, sold their city house, they
bought a home on the shores of the
Bay in Victoria Harbour, where they
have lived for the past eight years.

A graduate of the Montreal
School of Modern Photography in
1970, Murray was trained in classic
large-format photography. For years
he worked as a studio commercial
and portrait photographer, photojournalist, magazine editor and
writer. In 1988 he became a real estate broker and it his 2013 retirement
from that industry that prompted
him to return to the visual arts as an
oil painter. “I have fallen into an oil
well and I can’t get out,” he says. “Oil
paints are beautiful to work with, for-

Murray paints in a new studio addition to his home, overlooking
Georgian Bay. The space offers gentle light, a spacious locale for painting, and lots of wall space for
exhibiting. “I try and get into the
studio every day, usually by midmorning. I paint until two or three in
the afternoon. When I walk into the
studio, I feel as if I’m going to the office. I’m there to get things done. I
often forget to have lunch!”
Murray also enjoys painting outdoors. This summer he will be facili-

Frontenac Stern 30 x 40 Oil

tating an en plein air “Paint Georgian
Bay” workshop with Quest Art
School + Gallery from Aug. 2 to 5.
Workshop participants will be taking
it outside, enjoying and recording the
Georgian Bay landscape.
For more information about this
workshop, visit www.questart.ca or
call 705-526-ARTS (2787). To view
more of Murray’s art, visit
www.murrayvanhalem.com.

Red Rocks at Killarney 36 x 48
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The first step...listening
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By Peter Wood

Leonardo DiCaprio was presented
with the 2015 Golden Globe Award
as best actor for his portrayal of fur
trapper Hugh Glass in the historical
drama ‘The Revenant.’ In the film,
Glass suffered unthinkable grief
after being attacked by a bear and left
for dead by his hunting team. The
film is important because of its realistic presentation of the Indigenous
People that lived in the Dakotas in
1823 – a welcome and overdo shift
for Hollywood films.

support of Indigenous People - messages of planetary proportions. At
Georgian Bay Today, we do not have
an audience of tens of millions, but
we do have the attention of conscientious readers –people who care
about the Bay - people who share a
history with Indigenous People.
Telling the ‘story’ of Georgian Bay
is our mission and that includes the
Indigenous People who have lived
around Georgian Bay for some 10
000 years before the rest of us arrived. It does not mean that we act as
Leonardo used this moment in the a political tool for Native Rights, but
spotlight to thank everyone involved it does mean that we can share and
in his success, but he also addressed celebrate the rich culture and history
First Nations people: “I want to share of our Native People. Telling our
this award with the First Nations story of Georgian Bay without the
people represented in this film and all benefit of their voice lacks authenticthe indigenous communities around ity.
the world. It is time that we recognize your history and that we protect
Former Governor General Adriyour indigenous lands from corpo- enne Clarkson put it this way, “Conrate interests and people that are out sider the baleful history that they
there to exploit them. It is time that have had to live. Consider the almost
we heard your voice and protected total ignorance in Canada about that
this planet for future generations.” history and about their present situTime indeed.
ation” (Foreword to ‘Our Story: Aboriginal Voices of Canada’s Past’,
This powerful message conjured Doubleday, 2004). That story can
up the memory of Sacheen Little- change because as Ms. Clarkson also
feather at the 1973 Academy Awards pointed out, “Aboriginal Peoples still
representing Marlon Brando after engage in inter-cultural dialogue
his win for best actor for his role as with generosity, understanding and
Vito Corleone in the must see film of good will.”
the time, ‘The Godfather.’ Sacheen
identified herself as president of the
Georgian Bay Today can particiNational Native American Affirma- pate in the dialogue with Indigenous
tive Image Committee and rejected People by acting as a ‘bridge,’ offerthe award on behalf of Brando: “I ing an extended hand, reaching out
came to tell you that I cannot accept to our Indigenous People in an atthis award because of the treatment tempt to understand them and share
of American Indians today by the in their knowledge. Listening to and
film industry and on television, in amplifying the voices of all the peomovie re-runs and also recent hap- ple of the Bay is our best purpose.
penings at Wounded Knee. I beg that That is why we have presented: Medat this time, that I have not intruded icine woman Charlene Winger-Jones
upon this evening and that we will in of Neyaashiinigmiing (Fall 2015),
the future, our hearts and our under- the art of elder Audrey Tabobonstanding will meet with love and dung of Wasauksing Nation, the
generosity.”
story of jingle dress dancer Kim
Newby as she morphed into
It is not unusual for a star to use Memengwaa, memories of Springtheir notoriety to support a cause and water Park as it devolved into Camp
we are grateful for the gestures, but Nibi by Tori Cress of Wahta, the legthese two examples stand out for the end of sniper Francis Pegah-

magabow, Canadian hero of WW 1
from Wasauksing Nation, Parry Island (Winter 2015), and of course we
have told the story, in detail, of the
coming together of the Wendat and
the French 400 years ago in Georgian Bay.
Much has changed in the 43 years
since Brando rejected his award on
behalf of Indigenous People and it is
happening at an ever-accelerating
rate. In Canada, a generation of
proud, educated, and organized First
Nations people has emerged who are
determined to be heard and a compassionate non-native audience is
ready to listen.

political will dictates.

The next step will be the national
inquiry into the tragedy of murdered
and missing Indigenous women,
which prompted our current prime
minister to remind us all that “Native
lives matter,” a comment that left
moderator Peter Mansbridge bewildered, “We need to be REMINDED
of THAT?” This is the same Prime
Minister who has promised to move
forward with a ‘Nation to Nation’ approach to our relationship with Indigenous People.

Canada will not mature as a country until we reconcile with our Indigenous People. Listening is a good
The Truth and Reconciliation first step. It is time to recognize the
Commission headed by Justice Sin- history, and time to hear the voice of
clair was a major national achieve- our First Nations. In the meantime,
ment. The mandate was to inform Georgian Bay Today aspires to be inCanadians about the truth of the clusive. We will continue to share
Residential School program and to their story, their culture and their
suggest a ‘new way forward.’ It gave wisdom, to our mutual benefit. We
voice to our Native People revealing are, after all, storytellers searching
the truth about a terrible shared his- for the ‘soul of the Bay’ and surely,
tory and made it part of OUR cul- the story of Georgian Bay begins
tural history. Native People were with Indigenous People. If in doing
heard and ninety-four ambitious rec- so, we play a modest role in the ‘new
ommendations were left for all of us way forward,’ so be it.
to consider as our conscience and our

Nothing is so beautiful as spring - when weeds, in wheels, shoot long
and lovely and lush; Thrush's eggs look little low heavens, and thrush
through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring the ear, it strikes
like lightning to hear him sing.
Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844 - 1889), Victorian poet of 'linguistic purism'

www.georgianbaytodaynews.com

By Peter Cooper

What happens when the socioeconomic model of a government
does not align with the value system
of its citizens?
As a seasonal resident of the
Township of Georgian Bay (Tof
GB) since I was two weeks old, and
many years later as a newly- elected
District/Area Councillor for coastal
Georgian Bay, I have noticed over the
past few years that our township has
been overwhelmed with planning-related litigation and Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) appeals. Some
might dismiss this as simply inevitable in an area where affluent seasonal residents will appeal when they
don’t get what they want. That may
be a factor, but from my perspective,
something more fundamental may be
the root of the problem.
I have read several economic studies about my township, and a doctoral dissertation about a similar area
of cottage country; all provided by
the District of Muskoka. These studies helped me develop a hypothesis
that explains why the Township of
Georgian Bay has been experiencing
significant challenges in planning: I
believe the root cause is a tug-of-war
between two diametrically opposed
socio-economic models:
1. The ‘Extractive’ model of the
18th and 19th century
Versus
2. The ‘Attractive’ model of the 20th
and 21st century
This conflict first came to my attention from a 2013 doctoral dissertation about the challenges faced by
the Almaguin Highlands, a rural cottage area located just below Algonquin Park. Where Do We Go From
Here? Rural Development and Gentrification in the Almaguin Highlands, Ontario.* This paper
illustrates some strong parallels between the challenges faced by the Almaguin Highlands and those of the
T of GB.
This dissertation by Dr. John
Michels describes the past ‘extractive’ socio-economic model found in
central and northern Ontario. The
economy at the time was based upon
trapping, fishing, forestry and mining. Those industries acquired large
tracts of land to conduct their extraction operations, or they secured
the ‘extraction rights’ from landowners. Gradually, those industries of
the 18th and 19th century waned. By
the turn of the 20th century, lands
previously owned for ‘extractive’
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Extractive or Attractive?
purposes were being settled by seasonal residents. The early cottage
settlers to the north country were
‘attracted’ to these rural areas because of the natural beauty and the
semi-wilderness experience.
The ‘extractive’ model no longer
works well when those who want to
do the ‘extracting’ turn their eyes to
now privately held lands. As Dr.
Michels articulated, this is what happens when local businesses are unable to successfully make the
paradigm shift from the old ‘extractive’ mindset to the new ‘attractive’
value system. The outcome appears
to be factions at odds with each other.

in some areas? It becomes problematic when the decision-makers within
a municipality are inclined to look
upon their own planning regulations
as ‘overly restrictive’ and detrimental
to the economic health of special interest groups and businesses. And,
when this attitude prevails, we see attempts to circumvent or completely
overlook the planning rules.
Unfortunately, this appears to be
the case at the T of GB. Certain elements cling to the ‘extractive’ model
and, for a number of years now, the
result has been that the township has
not always fully implemented its own
planning regulations. This ‘extractive’ mentality has lent support to the
reduction of minimum lot sizes, and
maximizing building sizes to create
more business ‘opportunities’ for
those with an extractor’s mindset.
This approach has little or no regard
for the long-range impact of such
practices.

Most cottage areas have Official
Plans (OP) in which a top priority is
the preservation of the environment
and protection of the natural character of the area is the predominant ‘vision.’ This is the embodiment of the
‘attractive’ socio-economic model.
The shared value is “Let’s protect the
very things which make this area atWhether you describe it as ‘regutractive to the residents and by doing latory negligence,’ or finding a way
so, we will ensure that the economic to circumvent the planning by-laws,
health and enjoyment of the area will the end result of such practices
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be sustained for future generations.”
The Archipelago has dubbed this
concept ‘enlightened self-interest.’
This value system places stewardship
of the lands above individual property rights. The ultimate objective is,
of course, to protect our precious
water bodies, lands and communities
from overdevelopment and urbanization. We manage this by creating
planning regulations that will implement the stated vision.
Because modern day
planning regulations are
established through a public process, in cottage
country, they typically reflect the modern ‘attractive’
socio-economic
model. So, with these plans
and value systems embedded in the official planning
documents, how is it that it
has ended up pear-shaped

ϮϬϬϴϮϬϬϳϮϬϬϲϮϬϬϱϮϬϬϰ

shows up in OMB statistics. To see
the impact of misaligned socio-economic values, all one has to do is examine the bar graph pictured below.
It shows a 12-year history of OMB
Appeals for 4 similar waterfront-centric municipalities. The number of T
of GB appeals is inordinately high.
On top of this number, there are also
additional legal actions, which were
caused when proper process was ig-

nored. This circumvention of
process makes it impossible for a
member of the public to register an
OMB appeal, so litigation becomes
the only avenue of redress.
There are several results, which
emanate from such planning dysfunction: the first being the excessive
amount of legal fees paid out by the
Township. Ratepayers in the T of
GB are carrying a heavy load in this
regard. Not only must they mount
costly legal initiatives to oppose what
they perceive to be uneven or inappropriate planning applications, but
they must also pay taxes that in turn
are used by the township to defend
the very same applications that they
oppose. Secondly, planning becomes
totally unpredictable; the public no
longer knows what can and cannot
be done. In addition, societal dysfunction is created when neighbour is
pitted against neighbour, permanent
resident against seasonal resident
and, sometimes, residents of all kinds
against the township administration.
Fortunately, a counter-balancing
swell of public objection has, so far,
managed to fend off a breakdown of
all planning oversight, as more and
more cottage groups and neighbours
are appealing planning decisions in
their communities which do not meet
the ‘Four Tests’ of Planning.
These unhappy circumstances are
not healthy and they have created a
lack of harmony in the southeast
corner of this wonderful place we
proudly call Georgian Bay. I am
hopeful, in the future, that all residents of this township can find a way
to embrace the shift to an ‘attractive’
socio-economic mindset. If this happens, we can hope that a less fractious
planning environment will emerge
within a more robust economic environment.
Peter Cooper is a councillor for
Township of Georgian Bay
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The King of Cognashene

By David M. Dupuis

come true; the frame
and roof from sunken
beams and slabs he
pulled from the bottom of the Musquash
River near the old mill
site. Wooden shingles,
used windows and
door completed the exterior and he used
birch bark to insulate
the walls.

Throughout the
1930s, Albert planted
an extensive garden,
hunted, fished and
trapped, while his wife
Leah and their three
daughters stayed in
the town of Penetanguishene. Soon, he met
another pioneering
year-round resident,
Billy Brissette who
lived two bays over.
After Albert had built
a log ice-house, he and
Brissette cut ice from
the bay in the winter
months, stored it in
packed saw dust and
delivered it to the
growing cottage community in the summer
months, to be put in
their ice boxes. When
Brisestte suffered a
paralyzing stroke one
late fall day, Albert
nursed him daily and
tended to his chores
until the ice was
In honour of ‘Pepere,’ this image was featured on the cover of the 1983 edition of the
Cognashene Cottagers magazine
strong enough to
transport his friend to
There is no doubt that the Geor- was one of its original inhabitants,
town
by
horse-drawn
sleigh.
gian Bay community of Cognashene my grandfather, Albert King (Roy,
has changed much over the years and
seen its share of characters come and
go, but there was a time not long ago,
when the grandest character of all

Albert Roi built his first cabin in
1929, a one-room, one-dog lean-to
for him and his dog Ti-Pitt, at the end
of Cognashene Bay

Roi). The cottagers anglicized his
name to King over the years. We
called him ‘Pepère.’

But in the beginning, in the
spring of 1927, thirty-five year old
Albert rowed quietly into uninhabited Cognashene Lake that was only
accessible by going through a small
dogleg of water which would eventually be pegged ‘The Narrows.’
Landing his boat at the bottom of
the small, protected bay, he walked
about and immediately fell in love
with the place.
In the first few years, he squatted
on the land while constructing a oneroom, one-dog lean-to for him and
his dog Ti-Pitt, while he cleared the
land and gathered the materials to
build a more permanent abode. This
first cabin consisted of one and half
rooms that were a recycler’s dreams

In these early years, Albert sold
potatoes from his large garden; 10
cents for a seventy-pound bag along
with wood for $2 a cord. He also established a small barnyard with pigs,
horses, cows, sheep, chickens and
geese. In the summers of 1938 to
1940, Albert employed his new sonin-law Celestin Dupuis, (my father) to
help him with his expanding jobs for
the growing number of cottagers in
the Cognashene area. In the evenings
and on the weekends during these
three years, the two of them built Albert his three-room log cabin that
they completed in the fall of 1940.
He bought himself a boat of which
he was extremely proud. Unfortunately the boat didn’t last very long
when it was struck by lightning,
burned and sank while tied at his
dock just a few short years later.

www.georgianbaytodaynews.com

Albert’s growing handyman and
landscaping skills had him in such
demand that he was hired as the Cognashene Cottager’s Association caretaker, which now included the task of
opening cottages each spring and
closing them in the fall. His wife
Leah and the three girls would arrive
from town each spring to help with
the opening up of cottages by washing bedding, windows and floors. She
also had Albert sell her baked goods,
breads, tarts and pies throughout the
summer while he made his rounds
selling ice and produce from the garden. Sometimes she did the tour with
him.
But their unique Cognashene
summer rendezvous was only until
the cooler weather chased Leah back
to town. Her health was not good
and she suffered from varicose veins
and routinely had open sores and ulcers on her legs (possibly undiagnosed diabetes), which necessitated
continuous care and wrapping. She
did enjoy the hot summer and would
expose her weeping sores to the
warm sun so they would dry up and
heal.
As the official caretaker, Albert
had to shovel snow from the roofs
and check the cottages four times
each winter. On each round he would
have to punch the card and then mail
the punch to the Association President in Toronto. The Association in
turn would mail him a new differently shaped punch to be used on his
next round.
He continually made his Cognashene property his castle, adding
sleeping cabins, chicken coop, small
barn, a workshop-tool shed, paint
shop, screen house and a large boathouse which he towed over with his
small barge. He built many walkways
and countless flowerbeds.
Another personal trait of Albert
was his employment of people who
had been down on their luck or who
had no home or family. One such person was Harry Goyette, but the most
memorable was a fellow named Laurie Beausoleil. Laurie had a speech
and walking impediment and was
slow of thought but he had a big
heart and soon became like family. He
was a master troller and could always
be counted on to catch a fish or two
for breakfast. With Laurie around
there was always a fish in the freezer!
In fact, Laurie taught many of the
grandkids how to fish! Laurie worked
with Albert from the 1940s until the
late 70s.
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Albert ‘Pepere’ Roi
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raffe or bringing driftwood pieces
come to life through display, he had
an eye for beauty in nature.
To the endless stream of visitors
who purposefully landed at his dock,
his tour included a large wooden
moose head, a giraffe, a horseshoe in
a tree, “the face of Jimmy Dell,” and
scores of driftwood gardens, displays
and flower beds all landscaped into
his surroundings like they had been
there before he had ever arrived. The
focal point of course was always his
simple, rustic but quaint log cabin,
with its braided rugs, and rustic furniture.

‘Pepere’ built a permanent log home in 1939, his ‘castle’ and headquarters for
his job as caretaker for the Cognashene cottagers

As Pepere’s children grew, they
married: Bernice to Celestin Dupuis,
Rita to Bernard Larmand and Margaret to Stan Swales. Soon afterwards, the grandchildren began
arriving, which truly became his delight. On weekends it was not unusual for my grandfather’s place to be
packed with friends, visitors and
cousins from around the bay. Bernice,
Rita, Margaret and sometimes Leah
would spend the day trying to figure
out the eating and sleeping arrangements. Somehow, everyone was accommodated and given a warm
invitation by Pepere to come back.
As the years went on, Leah’s
health deteriorated and her weeklong visits to Cognashene to be with
Albert became infrequent. Soon, it
would be he who would come to
town to stay at their house at the bottom of Poyntz St. (Penetanguishene)
in the winter and of course, much
less so in the summers. Around 195152, Leah suffered a serious stroke and
was bedridden for a long time. She
passed away in 1966 while visiting
her daughter Margaret.
One of Pepere’s ‘Centennial Projects’ in 1967 was a new fireplace that
he built with a beautiful driftwood
mantle, which was eventually
adorned with mementoes and pictures of his family.
He still continued to do odd jobs
for some of the cottagers; giving advice about their gardens and planters,
where to plant shrubberies and trees
in this rugged Georgian Bay landscape, but with each passing year, he
spent more and more time beautifying his own place at the end of the
bay. He cultivated his many
flowerbeds and gardens, replaced rot-

ten logs in the cabin, constructed
new walkways and replaced decks
and windows.
In 1967, Albert retired as the
Cognashene Cottagers Association
caretaker, and to mark the occasion,
a large gathering occurred at his
place with over a hundred guests
turning up to wish him well.

bathing suit for his once yearly bath
in the bay. “Go boil the kettle! Warm
up the bay! Albert’s going for his
bath!” he would jokingly declare
loudly to his daughters. Everyone
gathered and watched. It was an historical and hysterical event! Funnily,
for a man up the shore, he had never
learnt how to swim and never liked
being in water.

There were his sayings: “Time
flies,” “Life is short,” “I have no use
for money, I’m already rich!” My
favourite was when he would rest
with a beer in hand, under the shade
of his poplar tree by his cabin by the
water, surrounded by family and
He had an unbelievable effect on friends: “Well, I wonder what the
each member of his family and on all poor people are doing today!” He
who knew him or crossed his path. knew what made a person’s life truly
Each had a story to tell about the rich.
man. He seemed to have a nickname
for everyone, whether it was ‘Horse
In 1980 Pepère suffered a stroke
Caller’ or ‘Mon Noire,’ he had an from which he never fully recovered.
amazing capacity to transport some- He would spend his last few years in
one back in time to a memory or in- hospital or at his daughter’s place,
cident and connect that to their but it was safe to say that never again
nickname.
seeing his beloved Cognashene and
the Georgian Bay waters must have
As an outdoorsman, Albert could broken his spirit. The King of Cogread the weather like no other, either nashene died on August 4th, 1982,
short term or seasonal and knew if three days shy of his 90th birthday.
fishing conditions were good or a
waste of time. It was amazing to
Yes, these decades later, much has
watch him in nature and upsetting to changed. Though he may be gone, to
watch him sit calmly as mosquitoes those of us who knew him, Albert
swarmed around and on him: “After King (Roy, Roi) will always be “The
they bite you once, then they go King of Cognashene.”
away,” he would always say, everyone
around him amazed.

As the years progressed, he remained vibrant and looked forward
to the weekends when his children,
grandchildren and friends would all
arrive for a stay. And he had lots of
friends! As the unofficial ‘King of
Cognashene,’ there was not a day
that went by when a boatful of
friends and or strangers arrived at
It was an annual event when he
his dock for a visit. On many days the
boats came one after another. “That would don his 1919 full-length, black
was the beauty of my father,” recalled his daughter Rita Larmand.
“He loved people and people loved
him! Only on one occasion did I ever
remember him turn down a boat full
of visitors and that was the day he
was leaving to attend Bill Davis’ 50th
birthday party.”

David Dupuis is an author and
historian living in Penetanguishene

An indication of Albert’s friendships and what they meant to him
was the evening that he heard of the
death of long-time resident A. A.
Burrows, a man who had taken him
to Toronto for an operation and who
had bought him a new suit. The two
were close. “We thought Pa was
going to have a heart attack that
night,” recalled daughter Rita. “He
was so upset over Mr. Burrow’s passing! It was a very long night for us
all!”
He was a master artisan who had
an uncanny ability to see art through
nature, whether it was making a gi-

In 1967, Albert Roi built a stone fireplace with a driftwood mantle as his
Centennial project. He adorned it with mementos and family photos
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Tyler Fauvelle, preserver of our past

By Steven Duff

then, like so many other early interests, it was parked by the wayside
while other life considerations took
over. Sculpture lay dormant for a
number of years, until the then-new
Mrs. Fauvelle (Jana by name) saw
some of Tyler’s early work, bought
him a kiln, and the fires of creativity
were reignited.

Of course, the necessity of
making a living had to take a front
seat. Tyler and Jana spent several
years managing a fishing lodge at
Gogama, ON, spending the spring,
summer, and autumn there and migrating to the house in Lively for the
winter, where Tyler worked at his
true calling. Initially, wildlife was his
favoured subject, but as confidence
and skill grew, the topical base grew
to embrace Canadian history. As
Tyler put it in a conversation with
this writer, he loved the opportunity
to celebrate the spirit of ordinary
people doing extraordinary things,
Francis Pehahmagabow being a case
in point.

Tyler Fauvelle working on the tribute to Francis Pegahmagabow that will be
unveiled in Parry Sound on Aboriginal Day June 21

In the last issue of GBT, we
chronicled the life and career of one
of Canada’s most extraordinary warriors, Parry Sound’s Francis Pegahmagabow. Although Francis is now
long in our past, his image is being
returned to life on June 21st, National Aboriginal Day, in the unveiling of a life-size sculpture adjacent
to the Charles W. Stockey Centre and
overlooking Wasauksing First Nation.
The idea of a commemorative sculpture was initiated by the
Ontario Native Education Counselling Association (ONECA), which
started a major fund-raising campaign and commissioned Sudburybased sculptor Tyler Fauvelle to
execute the work. It will actually be
three sculptures in one: Francis himself , with a (separately created)
eagle perched on his fore-arm, symbolizing foresight. Nearby will be a
caribou, celebrating both Francis’s
clan and a sense of spiritual protection.
There are fundamentally
three types of sculpture. One is clay,
in which the image is formed by
shaping, another is some form of
stone, the image being created by removal of material. The third is

bronze, Tyler’s preferred medium,
and before we get into the nature of
his work, a quick explanation of
bronze is in order. Bronze, which
may be cast or shaped, is an alloy of
copper and tin. The percentage of
tin in the alloy governs how malleable or brittle the metal may be, and
so a lower percentage of tin results
in so-called “alpha” bronze, which is
more malleable. The addition of
manganese results in silicone bronze,
an intensely strong material (used for
inboard boat propellers).

Tyler Fauvelle is headquartered in Lively, a community a short
distance south-west of Sudbury in
what a appears to be an ordinary
house. But when one walks in, it is
an entirely different story. The
downstairs is a gallery, populated
with replications of personalities and
events in Canadian history, along
with a good helping of wildlife.
Many of these were done, not for
commissions or sale, but for simple
pleasure, the most valid of motivations.
Tyler’s interest in sculpture
began as a more-than-casual hobby
when he was eight years old. And

takes place in that a full-size clay
sculpture is created and from it a
foundry (always Canadian) creates a
mold of either ceramic or sand in
such a way as to keep the warts of
seams and welds to a minimum. The
casting process may take up to a year,
so obviously any sort of rush job is
totally out of the question.

Alternatively, a sculpture may
be built up on an armature, a sort of
skeleton of metal wire or rods, and
sheets of bronze shaped and welded
to it. The Statue of Liberty is a notable example of the armature
method, the armature in its (or “her”)
case being steel girders.
The
Pegamahgabow statue, of course, is
not nearly as huge, but is still life-size
and a major undertaking.

The finishing process involves a
certain amount of fine-tuning, trying
to keep handling of the work to a
minimum. Following is a thorough
sand-blasting and an application of a
chemical patina to preserve the finish
and yet make it look ageless. And
Tyler Fauvelle’s reputation how long does a sculpture take from
grew to the extent that he was in- start to finish ? Like writing a book,
vited to a trade show in Las Vegas, there is no easy answer, as so many
where he sold five pieces. Interest- variables are involved, but, according
ingly, the pieces were all purchased to Tyler, between 900 and 2000
by someone from Tyler’s home town hours is considered normal.
of Lively. And soon business prospered to the extent that Tyler was
“When I was a child, I was fasciable to make a living, working full- nated by super-heroes,” explains
time as a sculptor.
Tyler. “Maybe that’s why I’m drawn
to themes of natural and cultural
Tyler’s process of creating a heritage, because it’s where I find the
sculpture requires an enormous de- heroic impulse, the wild nobility.”
gree of faith and patience. It starts Most of today’s so-called “super-hewith consideration of what message roes” are impossible people doing imis to be brought forth. Then follows possible things, but Francis
research into what is culturally rele- Pegamahgabow was the real deal, an
vant. Once that is established, a “ordinary person doing extraordi“thumbnail sketch”, or mock-up of nary things.” And it has fallen to
clay, is created, subject to adjustment Tyler Fauvelle, himself an ordinary
of such considerations as head tilt, person doing extraordinary things,
folds of fabric, texture of fur, and so to bring him back to us and remind
forth.
us of what people can really do when
they need to.
The next step is a maquette,
also in clay, but larger and more detailed. Here is where a divergence

The eagle perched on Pegahmagabow’s arm symbolizing foresight
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Protecting water quality – and how you can help

By Andre Beausoleil

The long-term goal of the Habitat Restoration Association of Lafontaine, (est. 2011), is to re-establish
terrestrial and aquatic habitats and
improve water quality by reducing
phosphorus and nutrient inputs and
bacteria (including Escherichia coli
[E. coli]) into our local watercourses
and ultimately our bays and lakes.

One way this goal can be achieved
in a sustainable fashion is by re-establishing riparian zone (stream and lake
edge) setbacks and planting a variety
of native trees and shrubs within
these areas to act as buffers. This
method has two benefits. Firstly, surface water running over replanted
land is slowed, reducing erosion and
allowing water to be absorbed into
the ground and then filtered, decreasing the amount of nutrients and
bacteria that enter the watercourse.
A second benefit is that naturalized
riparian zones provide much needed
habitat corridors for all forms of
wildlife.

As director of the Habitat
Restoration Association, I seek out
landowners who are willing to set
aside land for riparian zone buffers
along watercourses that cross their
property. Next comes the search for
partners (governmental granting
agencies and private donors) and applications for funding for livestock
exclusion fencing where needed, for
the purchase of native trees and
shrubs for buffer zones, and for ongoing maintenance. Beyond that, there’s
a need to find volunteers to help with
planting and maintenance.

because of the size of the land area
they drain, it is important to look at
the “big picture” when considering
methods to remediate factors contributing to occasional high E. coli
counts, phosphorus and nutrients in
our bodies of water. It is critical for
all residents to understand that our
watercourses, bays and lakes are part
of the hydrological cycle.

Also, occasional intense rainfall
events cause rainwater to quickly
wash over land picking up soil particles. That abnormal volume of water
then enters a watercourse and, flowing at high velocity, stirs up sediment
in the substrate of ponds, creeks or
rivers flushing them into our bays
and lakes. This soil-laden water contains elevated levels of phosphate
and nutrients and high levels of bacteria such as E. coli because these
tend to “stick” to sediment and soil
particles. This is one reason why E.
coli counts in bays and lakes are abnormally elevated after significant
rainfall or snowmelt events.

The culmination of these factors
can severely impact water quality in
our streams, bays and lakes. According to the Environmental Protection
Agency, if favourable conditions are
present, E. coli may be capable of
prolonged survival and growth in
nutrient-rich environments such as
soils, beach sand, floating mats of
blue-green algae blooms, even in the
absence of recent fecal contamination.

My personal experience (as distinct from the views of funding orThe Habitat Restoration Associa- ganizations) leads me to believe that
tion, its volunteers and contributing the following are the most significant
partners have brought several proj- sources of high E. coli counts and
ects to fruition to date. These include: poor water quality:

• Five livestock exclusion fencing installations totalling 4,077 linear feet of high quality fencing.
• The creation of two wetlands
within livestock exclusion zones,
complemented by riparian buffer
zone plantings of native trees and
berry-producing shrubs.
• The planting of approximately 13 000 various trees and
berry-producing shrubs along with
weed suppression mats and stem protectors.
• Completion of eight permanent, riparian-buffer-zone, agricultural set backs totalling over sixteen
acres in surface area.
• The stabilization of two
eroding banks utilizing such techniques as coco meshing with live willow tree staking and red dogwood
shrub plantings.
E. coli inputs to the Nottawasaga
and Thunder Bays are not limited to
outflow from creeks. Although the
creeks are significant contributors

1. Improper application of
human and animal sewage as top
dressing on fields and the failure to
incorporate this matter into the soil
immediately after application. The
negative aspects of applying sewage
to fields are drastically reduced if
best management practices guidelines are followed to prevent

overland runoff into streams. Applying sewage to agricultural soil is actually
beneficial
and
more
environmentally sustainable than use
of man-made fertilizers. It is a costeffective and efficient way to make
use of this by-product of our human
existence. For more details go to
www.omafra.gov.ca click on Nutrient
Management then Manure Management or research The Nutrient Management Act 2002.

make these projects possible. The
long-term goal is to eventually re-establish natural riparian zone habitat
along Tiny’s shorelines and the full
length of Lafontaine Creek.

5. The feces of pets such as
dogs and cats. Not to be overlooked,
and so it is important to “scoop the
poop”. Wild animals such as ducks,
seagulls, raccoons and so on are factors too.

Andre Beausoleil is the Founder and
Director of Habitat Restoration Association of Lafontaine. He is an environmental technologist with practical
experience in water resource management as well as stream habitat
assessment and rehabilitation.

As director of the Habitat
Restoration Association, I strive to
rally and involve all members of our
community in achieving these goals
and ensuring good water quality for
the generations to follow by practising “green” habits and environmen2. Faulty and/or outdated pri- tally sustainable practices on their
vately owned septic systems, espe- properties and in their households.
cially those along watercourses and Using biodegradable soaps and
the shorelines of our bays and lakes. cleaning products and not applying
Currently there is funding available traditional herbicides, pesticides and
through the Lake Simcoe South-east- fertilizers to lawns and gardens make
ern Georgian Bay Community Stew- a difference. Removing impermeable
ardship
Program
to
assist surfaces around the home allows surhomeowners in upgrading outdated face water to penetrate the ground
and be filtered prior to entering a waor faulty systems.
tercourse or lake.
3. The fecal matter left by
Landowners and homeowners
Canada geese. This matter enters
into lakes and the bay when geese who reside close to watercourses are
defecate directly into the water, or directly affected by poor water qualonto beaches and also, to a lesser ex- ity. Equally, they have a key role to
tent, onto agricultural fields where play in mitigating sources of negative impacts to our water quality.
they feed.
Whether it is water molecules in a
4. The fecal matter of livestock. stream, pond, lake or a drinking
Cattle, horses and all other domesti- water well, it’s all the same water. Ulcated animals are a source but it is a timately, water quality affects us all.
somewhat less significant simply due To improve and preserve this invaluto the lesser volume of their feces able resource we must work together
compared to sewage, faulty septic towards the common goal of clean,
plentiful water.
systems and geese.

The quest for
funding and private land for
habitat restoration projects is
ongoing. Grants
never cover the
whole cost, so
private donors
must be found to
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From peonies to pirates
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By Steven Duff

point, she was in a partnership in the
coin machine business, and since her
residence was on an island, she commuted to work by boat as if she were
living in Copenhagen or Venice. This
period in her life was quite a gamechanger for Jane, as she fell in love
with boating in general and Georgian Bay in particular.

Restlessness set in once
again, though, and Jane moved to
California to live with her sister
Linda. Once again Jane felt adrift; the
one certain factor in her life was still
the love of being on the water, and
here she took a step that the rest of
us only dream of. She attended a
community college (starting at the
age of 41!) to tie up some loose ends
in her education (primarily mathematics) and then enrolled in the California Maritime Academy, from
which she graduated with her third
mate’s certificate.

Her first job was with the
American President Line, and one of
the ships on which she served was
the President Adams, a gigantic
1000-foot container ship, only
slightly shorter than the original
Queen Mary. While aboard the President Adams, Jane experienced a Pacific typhoon of five days and nights’
Jane Shelley on gangway duty, Sharjah, U.A.E.
duration. Oddly, fear was not so
Being a woman in a man’s world brothers. Keeping the Shelley broth- much a factor as astonishment; the
has not deterred Jane Shelley in the ers in line was probably good prepa- waves grew to 60 feet in height,
least. The majority of us have ‘day ration for supervising ships’ crews.
streaked with sea-foam and shot
jobs,’ but Jane’s job goes around the
through with weird colours. The
clock, interspersed with brief times
The start of Jane’s career biggest concern in a typhoon, aside
of rest. She is a Chief Officer with was completely unlikely for a future from actually losing the ship, is havthe Maersk Line, a Danish shipping ship’s officer. With no particular ca- ing containers fall overboard and the
company, with the largest fleet in the reer in mind, she went to Toronto President Adams had 22 of them go
world of over 600 ships, and with the looking for work and ended up in the in the drink. It is not so much the facassociated Waterman Line. Her ship flower business, with contracts for tor of losing cargo as the menace to
is the Maersk Alabama, and if that delivering and tending flowers in navigation that drifting containers
name rings bells, yes, she is the ship various hotels. Her fondest memory pose, as in the Robert Redford movie
made famous by her hijacking in was working as a ‘flower girl’ at All Is Lost. In the same typhoon, a
2009 by Somali pirates and the Toronto’s renowned Royal York fleet companion that Jane recalls as
telling of the tale in the movie Cap- Hotel; it was like what you see in old being the APL China lost 400 contain Phillips. Luckily for Jane, she movies, a woman patrolling a lounge tainers off the coast of Alaska.
was on leave at the time, but was im- with a tray of flowers slung from her
mediately recalled to stand in for the neck and selling them to romantic
Except for the Captain, Chief
relief chief officer. And, she has her- couples, often with extravagant tips. Officer, Chief Engineer, and Chief
self experienced a pirate attack (one In the process, Jane got to hear (for Steward, who are permanent memof six following the Captain Phillips free) the finest entertainers of the bers of the crew, all other officers are
episode) aboard the Maersk Ala- times: Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, hired through the Masters’, Mates’,
bama...more on that shortly.
and Dean Martin. And at evening’s and Pilots’ Union and therefore may
end, she was given (again for free) a work for various companies. PromoIt is tempting to regard Jane steak dinner.
tion is based on time served at sea,
Shelley’s story as a true saga. In fact,
which may take up to ten years, but
the temptation is so great that, well,
In time, the flower business after four years, Jane Shelley won her
here we go with the saga, which paled and it was time for a change. In seniority rating with the Union. She
started on a farm in southern On- 1985, Jane bought a cottage on Geor- was then qualified as a ship’s officer,
tario, Canada, with one sister and five gian Bay near Parry Sound. At this leading eventually to her appoint-

The Maersk Alabama – time for some new blue paint! She has a large load of
containers, but many are likely empty, as the ship is riding high in the water
and red bottom paint is showing
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ment as a Chief Officer with the
Maersk Line, which, through a U.S.
subsidiary, operates a number of
American-flagged vessels, and this is
where the Maersk Alabama comes
into the picture.

Before we get to the really
dramatic stuff, here is a snapshot of
the Chief Officer’s duties aboard
ship. The Chief Officer, known in
some quarters (particularly the military) as the Executive Officer, occupies a similar professional space as a
school vice-principal. While the Captain has overall responsibility for the
ship, the Chief Officer is his righthand person, supervising such matters as safety, crew management,
maintenance (an on-going matter,
fighting rust and keeping up the
paint-work), and the complex matter
of stability and stowage. Information
is received from each port as to what
is to be delivered and what is to be
taken aboard; a task made even more
onerous when the ship is calling at
several different ports, as does the
Maersk Alabama. After analysis of
the incoming data, Jane must decide
what containers go where; if you
have containers bound for Mombasa,
for example, and they are buried
under other cargo, you end up with a
costly and irritating delay, especially
in this age of ‘just in time.’

Now we come to the matter
of pirates. There are two major pirate hot-spots: in the Gulf of Aden
and in the Indian Ocean near the
coast of Somalia and one in the
Straits of Malacca. Another of Jane’s
duties is to arrange emergency procedures in case of a pirate attack.
Muster lists are carefully prepared,
and down in the innards of the ship
is a secure space known as the
Citadel where the crew can take shelter. And what about firearms? None
are permitted on the ship, as returning fire could conceivably lead to a
real blood bath.

So, for repelling pirates, ships
in hazardous waters are prepared
with coils of razor wire for their entire perimeter and high-pressure fire
hoses are likewise deployed. Sounds
like enough, right? Well, not always.
Ships with high freeboards are relatively immune, but the majority, like
the Maersk Alabama lie close to the
water and, with the small, fast pirate
boats attacking, they are like zebras
being attacked by packs of hyenas.

Crew barbecue aboard Maersk Alabama, January, 2015. Jane Shelley is on
the right
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The amazing story of Jane Shelley
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When asked if her lengthy absences
impacted her private life, Jane
laughed and said it just made it better. Following this story, Jane
shipped out again, experiencing a
new route for the Maersk Alabama,
based in Port Klang, Malaysia, and
taking in Singapore, Papua New
Guinea, the Solomon Islands (like Somalia a failed state), and Indonesia.
This meant transit of the Straits of
Malacca and more pirates, but without protection of SEALs. Apparently
it is thought that the new route is not
as dangerous as the one passing Somalia. There may be more stories
ahead, and although we love stories,
we hope no more attacks befall the
Maersk Alabama.

This is the actual pirate attack in April, 2009, that resulted in the captain
being taken hostage, an event later portrayed in the film Captain Phillips

Once the pirates are aboard, resistance is useless, and so the Captain
stays on the bridge while all other
hands retreat to the Citadel.
This is how the Captain
Phillips episode became so famous.
While on passage from the Gulf of
Aden to Mombasa, Kenya, the
Maersk Alabama was hijacked and
Captain Phillips was taken hostage in
the ship’s primary lifeboat and held
until his incredible rescue by a trio of
U.S. Navy SEALs, who managed to
shoot the three pirates holding him,
despite the lifeboat being fully enclosed. The entire episode is celebrated in the movie, starring Tom
Hanks as Captain Phillips (Jane pronounces the film as being first-rate)
and in Captain Phillips’ memoir A
Captain’s Duty. Thereafter, U.S.flagged ships operating in the area of
Somalia have been protected by
SEALS operating on board.
During her tenure on the
Maersk Alabama, as remarked earlier, Jane experienced a pirate attack,
one that was successfully beaten off
in a matter of about three minutes.
One can bet, though, that it was a
pretty intense three minutes.
And this brings us to the subject of leadership, especially when a
woman is ‘boss’of an aggregation of
men. Shipping is still pretty much a
man’s world, with an approximate

ratio of nine men to one woman. A
woman’s advancement is still somewhat limited because of the so-called
‘glass ceiling,’ but women such as
Jane Shelley bring a whole new dynamic to the job. Anyone who gives
her a hard time is dismissed and,
while formal uniforms with stripes
of rank are not worn on the ship (a
coverall generally suffices), everyone
knows who Jane is and is aware of
her authority. Women in navies are
no longer uncommon, and the skipper of Cunard Line’s Queen Victoria
is a woman.

When ashore, Jane lives near
Parry Sound with her husband Mac.
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And on the subject of becoming a captain one day? We don’t
know, as the nature of a captain’s job
is such that there is a very slow
turnover, but it could yet be that Jane
might be in command of one of
Maersk’s fleet, readily identifiable by
their electric-blue hulls. Customarily,
captains are referred to by the crew
as the ‘Old Man,’ even though many
crew members may be older. Should
Jane Shelley attain the ultimate rank,
would she be known as the ‘Old
Lady?’

Jane’s daily routine is one that
would challenge any man. From
0400, when most of us are asleep, she
is looking after navigation, a formidable task even with all the modern
devices such as GPS and Collision
Detection, especially in congested
areas. Then, from 0800 to 1400
(we’re talking 8:00 to 2:00 p.m.), she
works with the deck crew, delegating
whatever tasks need doing: chipping
rust, painting, lubricating deck machinery, general cleaning-up, and so
forth. After two blessed hours off, she
stands watch on the bridge from
1600 to 2000 and in that time is responsible for everything. Then eight
hours off and the cycle starts all over
again.
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And of Captain Phillips? He
is now retired and living in his country home in Vermont.

Although when Jane is on leave and
Big Ship considerations are left behind, there is still the call of the
water, especially Georgian Bay,
whose spell has been cast over millions over the centuries. Fishing and
boating are big considerations, along
with camping and touring.

Come see us at

Wawautosa Trading Post
169 Crooked Bay Road
Six Mile Lake
PO Box 156, Port Severn ON L0K 1S0

Winter Storage
Mercury Certified Service
Mercury Parts
and Accessories
Service to all Makes
and Models
Gasoline,
Convenience Store
O’Brien Water Toys
and Accessories

by Skalitzky Family for over 35 years
Brian and Steven Skalitzky
Phone 705-756-2681 www.wawautosa.ca
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By Nadine Lalonde (with files from Martin Lalonde)

Huronie a multi-media extravaganza
with 200 performers from the local
francophone community that danced
the audience (of more than 1000),
through 400 years of Franco-Ontarian history, in four days.

Musée Vivant de Lafontaine - Living Museum

In November 2015, the museum
became a stand-alone event that ran
for an entire week and provided enriched content for school groups.
Several stations were set up including a forge, a school, a barbershop
and a summer kitchen with interpreters and guides. There was also a
first person visit and story from local
World War Two veteran, Marcel
DeVillers. There was also a literary
evening featuring a conference by
Suzanne Desrochers, author of The
Bride of New France and a traditional kitchen party or ‘Café chantant,’ hosted by the very musical
Maurice family.

The Musée vivant received the
prestigious Governor General's History Award in 2012. Les Contes, la
Meute’s storytelling chapter, is the
World War ll memorabilia of Marcel DeVilliers who survived the war with “bayonet and bible.” Also shown is his pay
book with the instructions to “Keep your mouth shut” a motto that he lived by. The red arrow on the photograph
newest project addition, presenting
points to Marcel in his company
local and professional raconteurs for
the first time four years ago at PeneMore than a decade ago, the La- their distinctive francophone culture other presentations, visitors discover tanguishene’s Winterama. The stofontaine Senior’s Club de l’âge d’or, in a minority setting. At the same the reasons that led the builders to ries captured the public’s imagination
discussed the possibility of creating time, the idea of hosting a summer settle at Lafontaine, as well as learn and became the launch event for the
a museum to preserve their grand music festival came from the need to about the daily life of these families Festival du loup in 2014.
and great-grandparent’s heritage. raise funds for the creation of this at different times in history.
They called the community together museum. It was decided that a FesThese stories also allow for tracThe living museum is reinventing
to discuss the best way to keep their tival celebrating the village’s cultural ing the evolution of the community itself at this very moment. Who
history alive. Many ideas, including heritage could serve as an appropri- in various fields, including religion, knows what it will present next year,
a living museum for the entire vil- ate starting point with the first event education, technology, trades, agri- and where it will come to life. Be sure
lage, were mentioned; none would being held in 2002.
culture, wood industry, fishing and to come and see history come alive in
obviously materialize overnight.
the fur trade. The project has come a whole new way the next time the
The living museum component of to play an important role in offering Museum comes to the Village of LaIn the interim, people were asked the annual Festival du loup has taken locals and visitors an opportunity to fontaine.
to drag their old ‘things’ from the on many forms and personas since reconnect with their roots. Recently,
attic, barn or cellar for an artefact inception. A project of the volunteer- the museum has focused on themes
Nadine Lalonde is Presidente de
display at École St-Croix. The vari- driven Meute culturelle de La- such as traditional quilts, kitchen im- La Meute Culturelle de Lafontaine.
ety and quality of objects submitted fontaine (Cultural Wolf Pack), the plements and wedding dresses.
She is a professional English/French
and success of the mini-exhibit in- temporary museum has showcased
translator, living in Penetang with a
spired the club to actively pursue the over twenty of Lafontaine’s pioneerThe museum truly had a life of its passion for storytelling, music and
idea to open a museum showcasing ing families. By putting the spotlight own in 2015, during the Champlain culture.
the community’s cultural heritage on these families, through displays, 400 year commemorations. In April,
and legacy as well as to preserve photo exhibits, oral histories and it staged Écho de Champlain en

Behind this cheery “storefront” . . . Boat or drive to the central Bay’s best marine store
The Honey Harbour Boat Club’s Marina backs up cheery dockside fill-ups
Curt Sallows appears in
with this adjacent, parts-loaded marine chandlery. Manager Curtis
sledding gear to remind the
Sallows reminds all, that winter storage is available for up to 30 ft. boats,
neighbourhood that the
& a skilled shop team on site for all types of work all winter, buffing &
club’s well-equipped
waxing, engine repowers, fibreglass, & any mechanical boat repairs,
maintenance shop and
snowmobile maintenance & repair. He specially invites you & your
secure indoor storage areas
family to drop in, year-round, by boat, car or snowsled to have a look at
are ready to handle more
the Club’s neat & complete facilities.
snowmobiles winter and
PLUS WE STOCK AND SELL EVINRUDE E-TEC
summer!
OUTBOARD MOTORS.
Our full service marina is immediately south of Mermaid Island, nearest to the main
channel, at 2709 Honey Harbour Road, Box 38 P0E 1E0

756-2411

Fax 756-1126

csallows@hhbc.ca

This is the gun that shot the legendary wolf from the story Le Loup de Lafontaine. The gun belonged to Théophile Brunelle. His cousin, Alexandre
who had owned it, passed it on to his son Louis Brunelle who in turn passed
it on to his nephew Louis Maheu who keeps it as a historical trophy
(Note: there are two other guns claiming to have slain the famous wolf)
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Gary’s Georgian Bay Gallery

Gary Scott Breithaupt is a TV cameraman, a photographer and fourth generation Georgian Bay cottager. He has been coming to Honey Harbour
for 59 years: since he was one month old and has never missed a summer. He searches Honey Harbour and Twelve Mile Bay for his imagery from
his boat or from his remote control helicopters. He promotes respect for trees, water and wildlife through his camera lens.
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Georgian Bay Today at the Toronto International Boat Show
ager for the event commented “The mood from exhibitors prior to the show
was uncertain and reserved, due the economic environment. Attitudes of
consumers were very positive, resulting in strong sales and leads throughout
the show.”
Georgian Bay Today made their presence felt by distributing 800 copies
of the Quarterly Newsmag, enlisting subscribers, connecting with retailers,
sharing stories of Georgian Bay and making new friends.

7,643 attended the Toronto International Boat Show

The 58th annual Toronto International Boat Show was a major success
and Georgian Bay Today was there spreading the ‘word’ about our beautiful
Bay. There were 70, 643 attendees this year – a 1% increase over last year.
The Toronto Show is the largest indoor boat show in North America, covering more than 1 million square feet of space and home to the world’s
largest indoor lake. The event is the economic bell weather for the Canadian
boating industry.
Exhibitors reported strong sales across most categories, despite negative
financial market conditions and a declining Canadian dollar that were a focus
of national media during the show. According to the Buy a Boat and Win
program statistics, 984 boats were sold this year. Cynthia Hare, Show Man-

Sherry Giddings “manning” the booth at the TIBS

New health buzzword for Spring 2016

By Monika Lukacena-Russo

Have you heard of the term ‘microbiome?’ It’s the new health buzz
term of 2016!

old age, our microbiota continues to
shift and evolve.

Our digestive system is supposed
to be made up of a healthy balanced
ecosystem of mircobes, like any
other ecosystem, such as a rainforest.
Small shifts or imbalances in these
microbial bacteria can contribute to
minor or major illnesses. There is a
wealth of evidence that the human
microbiome has profound consequences on our health. Microbes perform essential functions such as
digesting food, building nutrients
Before birth we are sterile, we and vitamins, creating molecules to
have no microbes. Within a few years, keep bacteria away and regulate apwe become covered in thousands of petite and weight. Microbes have
different species of microbes, and been correlated with a wide range of
they live in every millimeter of our health conditions, such as auto-imbody. By the time we enter kinder- mune disease, asthma, allergies, obediabetes,
heart
health,
garten, we have vastly different pop- sity,
ulations living in different parts of inflammatory bowel disease, autism,
our bodies. Even as adults and into anxiety, depression and more. In all
Your microbiome is the genetic
make up of your body’s microbes.
Microbes cover every surface of our
bodies, both inside and out. These
microscopic life forms represent
thousands of species, and they outnumber our own cells by about 10 to
1. The entire microbiome accounts
for about for 1-3% of our total body
mass.

the emerging research, we are only analysis that is being done right now
beginning to touch upon these rela- and how it might impact health.
tionships.
Diets and supplements can affect
our microbiome. Research on rats has
demonstrated that animal-based diets
increased a bacteria called Bilophilia
wadsworthia which can contribute to
colitis; a form of irritable bowel disease. This has only been isolated in
mice, however, research is continuing
on how diet and supplementation of
certain bacteria and probiotics can
impact disease in humans. We already know how much probiotics can
influence digestive flora and certain
strains can impact auto-immune disease by either making it better or
worse.
Hippocrates once said, “All disease
begins in the gut!” Stay tuned for an
update on my personal microbiome

Monika Lukacena-Russo BSc., ND is
a Naturopathic Doctor operating the
OLEA Health in Wasaga Beach.

This is our entrance with plenty of
free parking on Fourth Street, Our
associates will welcome you inside!

Midland Tim-Br Mart
200 Third Street, Midland, Ont. L4R 3R9
705-526-2264, toll free: 1-800-265-2211
fax: 526-5801
web site: midlandtimbrmart.on.ca

