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TRUMPETER SWANS:

remarkable recovery from the brink of extinction

4 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY

SUMMER 2019

Photo: Gary Lane,
Ontario Trumpeter Swan Restoration Group
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The story of Ontario’s Trumpeter Swans
begins with the tragedy of their extirpation in Ontario
By Laurel Ironside, Port Severn
Ontario Trumpeter Swan Restoration
Humans were to blame. The introduction of guns
facilitated increased hunting pressure on the swan
population. Demand for their feathers, skins and meat
brought their existence in Ontario to a close when the
last reported Trumpeter Swan was shot at Long Point,

6 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY

Lake Erie in 1886. The Trumpeter Swan was extirpated
in Ontario.
By 1932, surveys by the National Park Service in the
United States reported the North American population
was in a critical state with only small-pocketed interior
populations totalling 69 swans east of the Pacific range.
These swans were only saved from extinction due to

SUMMER 2019

the introduction and protection of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918. In the
1930’s, conservation and early restoration
efforts began in the US to save the critically
endangered populations and their habitats.
By the 1950’s, positive population growth
resulted from conservation efforts in
the United States. In 1959, a previously
unknown population of 1200 Trumpeters
was discovered in Alaska and Western
Canada. These Alaskan Trumpeters helped
build the foundation for today, and provided
a greater genetic diversity to the restored
populations: bigger, stronger, diverse and
more productive Trumpeters.

the programme to track and collect population
statistics on the swans and their descendants.
To date, with the assistance of volunteers and
public reports the programme has collected
over 180,000 sighting reports for Ontario’s
Trumpeters. Web based tools, Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, Ebird, and INaturalist have
given momentum to the number of annual
sightings. The programme has come a long way:
from 1990 with only 300 sighting reports on 24
swans in 30 locations, to 2018, with over 25,000
sightings, encompassing 670 marked swans,
seen in 1049 locations throughout Ontario, plus,
72 swans reported at 217 locations within the
U.S. In 1990, there were no wild nesting swans
in Ontario. 2018 figures indicate 99 known
Harry G. Lumsden
Fast - forward 1982:
nesting pairs, producing 227 cygnets to fledge.
Ontario joins the restoration efforts
This did not happen by chance. It happened
because of a small group of dedicated volunteers, from the
Retired Ministry of Natural Resources biologist Harry
first days of the restoration program, and others coming later
G. Lumsden, with assistance of the Canadian Wildlife
to join the team. Countless hours have been spent to observe,
Services and the Trumpeter Swan Society in the U.S., began
band, rescue, report and raise awareness by educating people
the Ontario Trumpeter Swan Restoration Program. The
about the swans. What has been accomplished today could not
objective was to restore the Trumpeter Swan to its former
have been done without their dedicated support. People can
range in Ontario. Breeding pairs were purchased from other
make a difference.
programs and 50 Alaskan eggs were collected in conjunction
with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. Funding came from 94
The early years of the restoration program were not
foundations, businesses and individuals. Partnerships were
without their challenges. Restoring a population of swans
founded with cooperators who volunteered to host captive
absent from the province for 100 years had its learning curves.
breeding pairs and raise cygnets in large ponds on their
It would take time to find solutions. Lead Poisoning became a
properties. Cygnets would then be given to the restoration
key concern with swan losses; action was needed. Swans were
program for later release. It would take 2 – 6 years for the
dying after consuming lead shot while naturally foraging.
cygnets to be old enough to mate. Over the years, 574 captive
The program joined forces with others and advocates for the
reared swans were released into the wild in 52 different
ban of lead shot in waterfowl hunting. In 1991, lead shot was
locations throughout the province. Historical data collected
banned for migratory bird hunting, but lead poisoning remains
provided the evidence required for selecting key release
one of the biggest concerns to the population; the old residual
sites. One of the largest release sites was the Wye Marsh in
shot remains in the silty layers of our waters. Today however,
Midland, Ontario. The coastal Georgian Bay wetlands would
more swans die by ingesting fishing tackle containing lead
provide extensive pristine habitat for the swans.
than old shot. Lead fishing gear such as, split shots, sinkers
and jig heads resemble the pebbles the swans ingest to help
In 1988, the Wye Marsh received their first captive
break down food. They cannot tell the difference between
breeding pair of Trumpeter Swans. Tragically they lost
a pebble or a lead sinker, they ingest these lead pebbles that
their breeding female during her first winter there. Another
gradually dissolve in their system, they suffer a very sad, slow
female was placed, they nested and produced cygnets. In
and painful death. People need to work together to eliminate
1993, the program reached a milestone; one of their offspring
the use of lead fishing tackle.
successfully nested at the marsh. This swan, ‘Pig Pen’ was
the first Trumpeter to nest in the wild in Ontario in over 100
Other areas of concern are collisions with power lines
years! There are now six generations of wild descendants of
and vehicles. Unfortunately, illegal hunting of the swans
Pig Pen (possibly 200). Today, the Wye Marsh has become
also happens. Sadly, Trumpeters are being shot every year
synonymous with Trumpeters frequently seen inhabiting the
even though they are a protected species. Habitat loss is
shorelines of Georgian Bay.
another frontrunner of concern. Nearly 70% of wetlands
have disappeared in southern Ontario due to development. As
To measure the success of the reintroduction, Lumsden
development moves further north, conservation and protection
and his team applied leg bands and yellow wing markers to as
of natural habitats needs to take centre stage. Trumpeter
many of the swans as possible. The programme has marked
Swans prefer large marshes and wetland areas abundant with
2200 swans over the past 30 years. Marking the swans enabled cattail, bulrush and mixed shallow marshy type vegetation.
georgianbaytoday.ca
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Red dots
indicate
reported
Trumpeter
Swan
sightings
around
Georgian Bay
since 1992,
courtesy of
Gary Lane,
Ontario
Trumpeter
Swan
restoration.

The coastal wetlands of Georgian Bay are perfect habitats.
Organizations like the Georgian Bay Land Trust are forging
the groundwork to protect these habitats. Many known
Trumpeter locations are already part of the GBLT protected
properties including the Port Severn Wetland, Russell Reserve
Lord’s Bay, Ingram Biodiversity Reserve in the Honey
Harbour/Port Severn area, and other recent acquisitions like
the Tadenac Conservation Initiative, just to name a few.
Trumpeters require these large coastal wetland areas to
raise their young. Swans require quiet undisturbed habitat
away from human interference. Sensitive to movement on the
water, most are not tolerant of boat traffic. A simple kayaker
is enough to send them into the air. Firecrackers are like
gunshots and terrifying to wildlife.
A diet of wild natural forage is essential to the health and
sustainability of the Ontario’s Trumpeter population. They
are a wild, self sustaining population. They will naturally
gravitate to appropriate habitats with plenty of natural forage.
Swan parents teach their growing cygnets natural foraging

skills critical to their survival once they are independent
of their parents. Summer and fall are the most important
foraging seasons for swans, building up their fat stores for
insulating, and protecting them during Ontario’s winter.
The Trumpeters Swan is North America’s largest native
waterfowl. With an eight- foot wingspan, their wings can be
heard slapping the surface of the water when taking flight,
often sounding off their loud, resonating trumpeting call.
At one time, biologists estimated there were over 100,000
Trumpeters in Canada west of the Rocky Mountains. Today,
North American populations are recovering. In 1968, the
North American population was estimated at 2572. In 2015,
the estimated North American population was 63,016. In
2015, Ontario’s Trumpeters were estimated at 1,471 and
were removed from Ontario’s Species of Special Concern
List. Their recovery is still sensitive, although considered
self - sustaining. We must ensure that what happened to
these Majestics so many years ago does not happen again.
From their tragic disappearance in Ontario, to the tireless
restoration effort, to their trumpeting success of today, we

Georgian Bay Books
New books/Local authors/Events/Special orders

247 King St. Midland

Sarah Kenney 705 526 4750 Sandy Dunsford
Mon - Sat 9:30am - 6pm

geobaybooks@hotmail.com
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Sun - 11am - 4pm

www.georgianbaybooks.ca
SUMMER 2019

must continue to forge forward as guardians
of this magnificent species, protecting and
preserving them for future generations to
behold.

Bio

In 2004, Harry G. Lumsden was
awarded our country’s highest honour for
lifetime achievement, membership to the
Order of Canada for his leadership and unwavering dedication
to the conservation of Ontario’s Trumpeter Swans. Ontario

Field Ornithologists honoured him with their
Distinguished Ornithologist Award in 2008. In
2012, he received the Lieutenant Governor’s
Ontario Heritage Award for Lifetime
Achievement. Congratulations Harry, one
man’s vision made a difference.
Sightings can be emailed to:
trumpeterswans@live.ca or join us on Facebook,
“Ontario Trumpeter Swans.”
Photographer Darrell Richards: hunts with a camera

My inspiration began in 1978 when I read the book A Journey from Prince of Wales’s Fort in Hudson’s Bay to
the Northern Ocean by Samuel Hearne (1795). This true story of hardship traversing Canada’s barren lands
piqued my sense of adventure and, like Hearne, I pursued employment with the Hudson’s Bay co. I found
myself travelling past ‘Prince of Wales fort’ (Churchill Man.) posted to the Keewatin district of the Northwest
Territories, now Nunavut. I spent the next three years developing a real passion for wildlife and landscape
photography, using my camera to record the moment as well as convey my insight, as the Inuit culture and
wildlife landscape evolved around me.
Today, my passion is to witness and record the beauty of Nature, and to inspire those who view my work to
preserve our wildlife and wilderness so our children can witness them in their natural state as well.
http://www.facebook.com/huntswithacamera
http://www.huntswithacamera.com

COOLER BAG
&Travel case

Highest Quality Cooler Bag Available Today
ice stays

COLD for 3 days
keeps food HOT

3 sizes, 6 colours
customized corporate logos

SUTTON RIVER TRADING

416 766 7476
1 800 268 1510
georgianbaytoday.ca

Associated corporation of

katrinac@topperlinen.com
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ENVIRONMENT

Guardians of the Bay
and jetsam washed up over the
winter. Then take things a step
further and bring a garbage
bag with you to pick up
trash when you go on picnics
Every spring when
or walks along shorelines
opening the cottage, I get
beyond your cottage. Plastic
a system reboot – my mind
and styrofoam debris is
clears and my energy level
particularly important to bag
increases. What better way to
to prevent more micro plastics
be reminded why Georgian
from entering the water and to
Bay is so special and why it is
protect local animals and fish
so important to protect it?
from ingesting this harmful
This is also why we were View from the Kindersley cottage, Good Cheer Island
waste.
inspired to launch Guardians
Help Cut Phragmites
of the Bay at the Georgian Bay Association (GBA) centennial
Significant progress has been made in eradicating this
symposium in October 2016.
aggressive and harmful invasive species over the last several
The theme of that event was to consider how we can
years, but this is going to be a long battle. The more people
protect the Georgian Bay ecosystem for our grandchildren’s
grandchildren. Karl Schiefer’s excellent presentation (https:// who help, the quicker we will get rid of it. Not only does each
patch usually require several years of cutting, but new patches
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_9XyFwWxsw&list=PLsteI2
spring up from time to time. It is hard work but immensely
56Fa3Gfz9cL6OuFZd89pyjew_IG) really made the audience
rewarding – particularly going back to a patch you cut the
think about what is at stake.
year before and seeing the large reduction and the impact you
A remarkable number of Georgian Bayers had already
have made. In our family, multiple generations – from age 7 to
expended significant time, effort and money to protect the
70 – come out every year to deal with our local stand, and it
Bay, and still do. So, we were already starting with a solid
base of Guardians. The idea was to expand from this base and becomes a fun-filled event.
Water Testing
engage others. Ideally, everyone who makes any decision that
Participate in the Lake Partner Program through your
could impact the Bay should filter their actions and decisions
local community association and help gather data that is
by asking themselves whether what they do, or decide, will
valuable for protecting our water quality over the years. There
protect the Bay or harm it. This applies equally to residents
of the Bay, visitors, nearby residents and government officials is always a need for more testing sites and more volunteers.
Bay Day and Families for Change
at every level.
GBA has proposed that Saturday, July 20, will be our first
Over the last three years, great stories about the activities
annual Bay Day – a chance for our members to give back to
of Guardians have emerged, and momentum has been
their beloved Bay. The idea of this event is for GBA member
building steadily. The impact of climate change, and the
associations to initiate their own community action on this
need for all of us to do what we can to reduce our carbon
day. This can be any activity, big or small, that has meaning
footprints, has helped to demonstrate the importance of
for your local Georgian Bay community.
protecting what we have. The various excellent initiatives
Similarly, GBF has launched Families for Change (F4C),
taken by our colleagues at Georgian Bay Forever (GBF),
a friendly competition where families are challenged to work
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve (GBBR) and Georgian
together on specific tasks to protect our ecosystem. For more
Bay Land Trust (GBLT) to educate folk on climate change
information, and to download the list of 49 things that you can
impacts, and what they as individuals can do, has helped to
do to help combat climate change and protect our Bay, visit the
drive home this message.
F4C website here: https://georgianbayforever.org/f4c/
We also owe a special debt of gratitude to our First
There are many other things we can all do to be better
Nations friends and neighbours for helping to set us on the
Guardians of the Bay. When buying a new boat, choose the
right course – particularly persuading us to use the term
quieter and more environmentally friendly option; stop your
Guardians. This resonates with everyone as it clearly reflects
car and move a turtle from the middle of the road; bring your
our responsibility as human beings to look after the water, air
own produce bags to the grocery store; and many more. Focus
and land of Georgian Bay, for the benefit of all living things
on the actions that appeal to you and together we can all do
that inhabit it.
So, what can you do? This is by no means a comprehensive our part to guard our Bay for generations to come.
Visit https://georgianbay.ca/gotb/ to see what we are
list, but some possible activities include:
doing. If you submit your own story, you and your family may
Shoreline Clean-up
Start with your own shorelines, where you will usually find receive a small token of our appreciation. Let us know how
you are a Guardian of Georgian Bay.
an accumulation of unsightly and potentially harmful flotsam
By Rupert Kindersley,

Executive Director,
Georgian Bay Association
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HEALTHY LIVING

Healthy healing
for heartburn

Olea Health
Wasaga Beach

By Monika Lukacena-Russo, BSc. ND Naturopathic Doctor
Gastritis (otherwise known as heartburn, indigestion) is
the inflammation or irritation of the stomach lining. It can
happen suddenly or it can be chronic. Gastritis can present as
the following: burning of the chest, nausea or vomiting, loss
of appetite, abdominal pain or bloating, hiccups, black tarry
stool.
Antacid pills are commonly prescribed in conventional
treatment to reduce stomach acid production. Short-term they
quickly ease symptoms but chronic use can mask gastritis
causes and lead to several issues including osteoporosis and
low stomach acid, which inhibits the absorption of important
nutrients. By addressing the root cause and tweaking your
diet, you can work towards healing the stomach.
Main causes of gastritis include a bacteria called Pylori,
chronic medication use or diet. H. pylori must be treated in
order to reduce inflammation and irritation. Medication lists

should be assessed by your health care provider to see if any
are contributing to the irritation.
Common food causes of gastritis are: dairy, processed
foods/ lunch meats, energy drinks, carbonated beverages,
pasta/ bread, corn, and peppermint.
If hot peppers, coffee, chocolate, garlic, onions, orange
juice or tomato sauces irritate heartburn this is usually a
trigger rather than a cause. If the sulphur in onions and
garlic trigger reactions this could indicate bacteria. Drinking
carbonated beverages on a regular basis can change the
pH of the stomach and therefore naturally your body over
compensates by making more acid leading to heartburn.
Healing foods include: broccoli, cabbage, fermented foods
such as kefir, organic yogurt, sauerkraut, sourdough, pineapple
or papaya, aloe vera, beet juice, green tea, licorice root and
slippery elm.

Adopt the pace of nature: her secret is patience
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Essayist, May 25 1803 – Apr 27 1882

McNabb
Home
Building
Centre
22 Seguin St. Parry Sound 705 746 2147
“We specialize in deliveries to barges on Georgian Bay. We carry the best quality
building materials that never need to be returned by boat based on poor quality”

We live, work and play on Georgian Bay

The GIFT of reading
Subscribe online with the security of PayPal or mailed cheque
1 year (4 issues) $15 / 2 years (8 issues) $20
The power of the printed word on paper

Explore our past * celebrate our culture * share our concerns * inform our future
THE BIRD ROOM PRESS 5 Little Ave. Tor. ON M9N 1K3

www.georgianbaytoday.ca
georgianbaytoday.ca
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Eighteen years on Council
for the Township of the Archipelago
By Gary French,
Pointe au Baril
I have just finished
18 years on Council
for the Township of
the Archipelago. I
was acclaimed for the
whole time and joined
immediately after a twoyear term as President
of the Pointe au Baril
Islanders’ Association,
preceded by years as
a Director of that
organization, the GBA,
Gary French
and a Founding Director
of the Georgian Bay Land Trust. I also Chaired the
Committee of three that produced and funded (with some
Archipelago support) Passion for Georgian Bay: The story
of the founding of the Township of the Archipelago. My
comments are, therefore, Archipelago centric and relational
to that Township.
The Archipelago was founded to be a “no services, semiwilderness” township with its efforts directed principally
towards the environment and planning concerns. Sounds
easy enough, but I can assure you that protecting the status
quo is neither easy nor inexpensive. There is tremendous
pressure for involvement by municipalities as the level of
government closest to people to respond to these needs as
expanded by ratepayers, their Associations, the Georgian
Bay Association, and so on, with little regards to some basic
truths.
First of all, municipalities are creatures of the Province,
granted specific authority to act, but the controllable
portion of municipal monies spent is generally less
than 50% as education and health care are the big-ticket
items. This brings me to my first macro observation: we
need a Royal Commission or blue-ribbon panel to look
at and study services demanded by the population and a
determination who delivers and who pays for what within
our constitutional framework. As creatures of the Province,
Municipalities are constrained within an ever-changing
variety of Provincial policies. The truth is that most people
think they care deeply about the Bay (and they do) but have
little understanding of the realities that lead to a system
with a strong bias to reject most things out of hand due
to cost, liability or lack of consensus. Most Township
issues are agreed to by 1/3 of the ratepayers, opposed by
1/3 of the ratepayers and 1/3 do not respond to anything
that does not literally bite their posteriors. Associations
exacerbate this. They have no idea of these realities and
12 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY

seek to balkanise such that any Township-wide community
of interest is diluted to small geographic interests.
I chaired the Committee of Adjustment and Area
Planning Board for most of the last 18 years. The biggest
success I had was changing the culture on Council from
one of judging the applicant to one of understanding that
planning applies to property, not people. As each property
is different, there is, in theory, no precedence in planning.
Council’s decision to move from outside planning resources
to hiring its own in-house planner was a central way to
emphasise the integral role of Planning as a Crown Jewel
of our Township. The Archipelago has been fortunate to
have grown from a very clever and well-intentioned outside
planning consultant to an in-house Chief Planner who has
grown tremendously over the years. The Archipelago was
founded with certain concerns and biases, one of which
remains a drag on its ability to function as a harmonious
unit. That issue is the concept of “area rating”, which has
been and continues to be very divisive. It was the judgement
of the Ontario Municipal Board that defined “hard services”
to be “area rated” and is the result of the suspicions and
fears in the South Archipelago that Pointe au Baril in the
North would disproportionately consume taxpayer-funded
services paid for by southern ratepayers and concerns
in the North Archipelago about the disproportionate
percentage of roads in the South that would by funded by
Northern ratepayers. Combine this with a Committee of
Adjustment that is made up entirely of Councillors who
guard narrow interests and the problem can be understood.
This is compounded by Associations that see themselves,
at least in one case, as the “real government” and seek to
involve themselves regularly in individual applications,
not content to comment on the on-going development of
the Official Plan and influence the development of polices
for the Official Plan and Comprehensive Zoning By-law.
In my view, this has led to many misunderstandings over
the years, and was central to a very divisive election in
2018. In addition, the Associations provide a window for
the many U.S. based ratepayers that spend the summers
in the Archipelago and are every bit as dedicated to its
preservation. Everyone knows that increasing property
values will continue to bring increased development
pressures and these need to be addressed. Loaded and
unprofessional surveys are not the way to buttress selfserving Associations at the expenses of often innocent and
uninformed property owners.
Everyone seeks to protect the environment. Water is the
most basic resource we all share and treasure in the Bay;
yet, I was unable to gain support for a meaningful ‘blast
and fill’ by-law or strengthened policies of septic system
maintenance and design. Much of the environmental
portfolio is governed by senior levels of government.
SUMMER 2019
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Municipalities cannot close their borders to outside
influences by vehicles or vessels. At the same time, the
Archipelago has a “no services” policy in its Official
Plan and should probably avoid assuming expenses for
its ratepayers that properly belong to senior levels of
government. The issues are both real and complex and need
careful consideration.
The previous Provincial government introduced
the obligation for Municipalities to retain Integrity
Commissioners. This policy set up a methodology for
Councillors to engage in spending significant resources
based upon everyone needing to “play nicely in the
sandbox.” It is an expensive and bureaucratic way to allow
a poorly led Council to add to the quiver of arrows to
cover up inept leadership. The first is overuse of legal
opinions and now this, all at ratepayer expense. When the
Archipelago was embroiled in a scandal due to its Christmas
Party expense, it was initially rejected and the Press had
a field day that embarrassed the staff when it was Council
that acted inappropriately. I know I was shunned by many

Councillors as a result but it was the one issue where I
was backed by every ratepayer! In a move of petulance, the
Reeve removed me from my Committee Chair positions
until re-instated by Council.
The biggest issue faced by Councils and Councillors is
that they can only respond according to statutes. They have
no inherent powers of equity and can only follow what
exists and not what they wish might exist.
The current debate on amalgamation will be interesting
to watch. Toronto was cut from 75 to 25 Councillors for 5.5
million people whilst the Archipelago has 10 Councillors
and a Reeve for a permanent population of 550 people!
So, Council can be fun but I typically describe it a 1/3
fun, 1/3 boring and 1/3 frustrating! The winter drives are
sometimes treacherous and people don’t really care about
any of it unless and until it seems to directly affect them,
so keep your head down and make your contribution in an
earnest spirit of community service!

BUILDING EXCEPTIONAL COTTAGES
ON GEORGIAN BAY FOR OVER 25 YEARS

GLEN HEINTZMAN 705.722.1959 GBHEINTZMAN.CA
georgianbaytoday.ca
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Alan Stein setting his beloved
Vandercook #4 proof press
in his Parry Sound studio.
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On Spirit Lake

Process, prints, poetry, prose
Tom Smart,
Director CEO, Beaverbrook Art Gallery
Alan Stein’s Spirit Lake encapsulates in words and in wood engravings the eternal
and frequently inscrutable qualities of Georgian Bay, its geography, history, form
and spirit. The book – a livre d’artiste – is a work of art that invites us to plumb the
water’s surface, to listen to the voices of the rocks, to pay attention to its shadows,
spirits, and creatures, and to trace light’s path along the water and to watch it pierce
the solid and transparent membranes separating above from below, present from past.
Stein’s vision reflected in this book – in its words, in its papers and bindings, in its
cover and in its wood engravings – comprises a personal iconography testifying to his
own deep connection to the land and water and to the histories of the place.
In addition to living in Parry Sound, he and his wife, Charlotte, purchased an
island in Georgian Bay at Bayfield Inlet north of Pointe au Baril that provided
him and his family refuge and solace, as well as a second studio space. This place
connected him to the lake whose “spirit” served as this project’s creative muse in the
form of a striated rocky outcrop surrounded by water.
The authors whose words are typeset in this volume share an abiding respect and
love for Georgian Bay – Spirit Lake – that has exerted as well a telling influence on
their creative lives and writings. Their deep connections to this place are expressed as
prose poems, fictional narratives, autobiographical episodes, imagistic sketches, and as
descriptive, perhaps invented, fantastical passages from historical records.
Painter, printmaker, book artist, Alan Stein is an artist of many different
expressive modes and means. His vibrant, dynamically composed paintings explore
how the landscape stimulates traces of memories, while his wood engravings display
an elegant lyricism of a well-turned line bracketed by shapes of deeply saturated
tones.
These stylistic signatures are combined to great expressive advantage in his
limited edition pamphlets and books of poetry that he has produced from his Parry
Sound-based Church Street Press for well over two decades. Printed pictorial
interpretations of verses, and the poetry of materials and textures themselves, are all
blended in his book art practice.
Poetry, prints and painting, material, paper and binding, these elements all work
together to elevate and intensify the reading experience by activating more than
just the visual sense. In Stein’s hands, the marriage of word and image, and of
pictorialism with prose are directed to making beautiful books that give voice to the
poetry of objects as much as they do to the authors’ words and the artist’s prints.
Process dictates form, as Stein goes about creating his limited edition books, of
which Spirit Lake is his latest publication, he follows the methodical steps of setting
georgianbaytoday.ca
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On Spirit Lake
Alan Stein’s Spirit Lake encapsulates in words and in wood engravings the eternal and frequently inscrutable
qualities of Georgian Bay, its geography, history, form and spirit. The book – a livre d’artiste – is a work of
art that invites us to plumb the water’s surface, to listen to the voices of the rocks, to pay attention to its
shadows, spirits, and creatures, and to trace light’s path along the water and to watch it pierce the solid and
transparent membranes separating above from below, present from past.

Joseph Boyden
Mishipeshu
“I dream, when summer arrives, of standing at the edge of
the dock on that special Georgian Bay island, ready to dive
in. Mishipeshu the Anishnaabe spirit, the Ojibwe manitou,
he’s a water panther, he’s a merman. If you stare into the
water long enough, you may see the flash of sunlight glint off
his copper scales…. and if you don’t respect him, he’ll snatch
you and drag you down deep. And so, before I dive in, I
always whisper a hello to Mishipeshu, a friendly greeting that
serves to ask his permission to enter his realm. Mishipeshu,
the master of the lakes and rivers, the protector of them, the
one who with a shake of his tail, can turn a calm lake into a
frothing sea…..I can sense his golden eyes staring at me from
under the dock, I can imagine the brush of his tail against my leg, the scrape of his claws on the rock and sand below,
sending me scurrying faster than I want to admit up onto the dock to the safety of the land.”

David Macfarlane
The Equations of Climate Change
“I’m not good with numbers. They don’t stay in my head….
So, how long ago was it that we started going to Georgian
Bay for summer holidays? When was it that my wife, our two
young children, and I first found ourselves at a rented cabin in
Nares Inlet that boasted no electricity, no telephone, no running water, and a view of the open? We went back to Nares
summer after summer for a decade or so - to paddle our
canoe, to picnic on the reefs, to splash in the rollers crashing in from the open. We read books in hammocks, threw
sticks for our dog, watched clouds, picked blueberries, baked
bread, observed minnows, swam in Sandy Channel, played
hide-and-seek, flew kites, did cannonballs, played Crazy Eights, roasted marshmallows, told ghost stories, weathered
thunderstorms. We looked at things. Every now then there were northern lights. Nobody missed television. There was
no internet…..deciding to rent a not-exactly-mosquito-proof cabin with a woodstove, a hand-pump, and a home-made
compost outhouse on a blustery point of granite and juniper that we shared with a few chipmunks and a fox snake named
Henry was probably the best thing I did as a parent”
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Georgian Bay Stories
Overall, the effect of the marriage of image and text is a complexly constructed visual statement in which
the pictures seem to emerge from an array of parallel and overlapping marks. Although Stein labels
his engravings “illustrations”, they are not merely direct translations of motifs and descriptors in the
texts, but images that riff off the poetry or feeling embodied in the words, often conjuring metaphysical
transformations of subjects being subsumed into the magic of place, space, memory and history.(Tom Smart)

Waubgeshig Rice
Manido-gaming
The blue fiberglass rod whipped through the air with a
modest ‘whoosh’ as he thrust his arm forward to let the
hook fly……It took a second before the worm and bobber
splashed into the water. Undulating ripples pushed out in
all directions…..To his left his grandmother smiled from the
corner of her mouth…not bad for a an eight-year-old boy,
she thought. “You know, when I was your age, all we did was
fish. That’s how we got our food. We couldn’t get to town, so
easy.” We didn’t have a car or a boat. We stood right where
you’re standing now, catching our supper.” “Was that hard?”
“No, it’s just what we did. It’s what our people always did
in this water.” She stopped, hoping that notion would sink
in and speak to the boy’s spirit, She wanted the words to echo across the vast inland sea and reverberate through him.
It seemed to work. “How long have we been here, Nokomis?” “The Anishinaabeg have travelled around this place for
a long, long time. We spent our summers on the shores around here. Around what many of the old ones used to call
Manido-gaming.” “What does that mean?” “It kinda means Spirit Lake. But it’s what everyone now calls Georgian Bay.”

Nick Eyles
Listening to Rock
“I am a geologist and Georgian Bay for me is all about the
beauty of its Precambrian rocks and the lure of the Canadian
Shield; what other country can boast of such a huge expanse
of old beautifully striped rock? Though I am a scientist, a part
of me happens to give credence to the old Ojibwe belief that
rocks can actually speak…..and what a story they tell…..
Turns out the rocks of the Georgian Bay area (specifically
the Thirty Thousand Islands) record one immense collision
between 1.5 and 1 billion years ago…The now hard rocks
were once toffee-like some 25 kilometers underground
where they were heated to 750 degrees centigrade under
pressures many thousand times what we experience at the
Earth’s surface. Their deformation allowed overriding stiffer and cooler rocks to move as a plate and to buckle into high
mountains. What we see today are the now cooled roots of mountains. It’s a lesson in how plate tectonics work and each
island in the bay, from the French river to Honey Harbour, tells it’s own little quilt-like piece of the immense story.

georgianbaytoday.ca
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type and printing the images, interpreting the prose as
engravings. Thinking of the mechanical elements of the
book-making enterprise, especially the colours, forms and
weights of papers, stimulates an intuitive conception of
the pictures that seem to emanate directly from the process.
While he is setting the type for a particular written piece, a
word, a metaphor might call up an image in his mind, and
lead him to a sketch, born from the linear process of putting
letters together in a gate.
This simple equation of typesetting stimulating imagism
– a kind of sequential automatism – has been the backbone
of his book-making method since the beginning. This is
also true of a creative process that spawned Spirit Lake.
With Spirit Lake, Stein was inspired directly by the written
submissions of the authors who were invited to participate
in his project. Responding to their texts, Stein first made
sketches, often just an array of lines that evolved into images
that gave visual definition to the written images.

The elegance of Stein’s graphic style on view in Spirit
Lake embodies an expressive vibrancy that blends natural
and figurative motifs into patterns of sinuous waves that
animate his subjects. His visual lyricism gives life and
energy to the authors’ descriptions of landscapes and
shorelines, dreamscapes and mirages, windswept clouds, and
arrangements of fields and trees that caress the land and
water as if they were living, breathing things. Adding to
the dynamic compositions of each engraving, Stein displays
an innate sense of compositional patterning in his balancing
of dark and light contrasts, which when married to his line
work, intensifies a scene’s action and vitality.
These stylistic and compositional hallmarks on display in
Spirit Lake are all evident from his very earliest engravings.
They foreshadow much that followed in his work, especially
the way he suggests whole worlds and microcosms in
single, emblematic engravings. In this his antecedents are
twentieth-century English engravers Eric Ravillious and

Ed Bartram (left), with Alan Stein, signing his ‘Zebra Rocks’ pages (on St. Armand handmade paper) in Stein’s On
Spirit Lake: Georgian Bay Stories. Photo: Peter Wood
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Alan Stein presents On Spirit Lake; Georgian Bay Stories at the Arts and Letters Club (Toronto) April 25, 2019.
Photo: Peter Wood
John Buckland Wright. In their prints, Stein found much to
emulate in the many ways that landscapes and figures could
be seamlessly interwoven into a unified composition through
linear means and by using a variety of lines, tones and marks
to create active, dynamic surfaces.
The lessons of these artists – painters and printmakers
both – served Stein well as he developed both his engraving
and printmaking practices that were the genesis of Spirit
Lake. Through his Church Street Press, Stein immersed
himself in publishing limited edition books of poems,
chapbooks and pamphlets. He is a key figure in the Ontariobased artisanal publishing movement led by Bill Poole
and Fred Hagan, and by publishers such as Tim and Elke
Inkster’s Porcupine’s Quill, which also published high quality
trade editions of many engraved books that were produced
in the late 1980s and 1990s.
Spirit Lake tells us much about how Stein approaches
his subject matter, and uses of all the materials comprising
the publication as creative media for self-expression. By
combining the various elements of his practice into a kind
of holistic visual poetry, his purpose is to combine word
with image to amplify the written metaphor on his textured
papers and bound in between his sculpted covers. Spirit
Lake is both a poetic object on its own, and also an album
combining his voice in a visual chorale with all the authors
whose work is published between its covers. Its visual
elements comprise a series of Stein’s wood engravings that
georgianbaytoday.ca

are more interpretive in nature than illustrative.
Overall, the effect of the marriage of images and texts
in Spirit Lake is a complexly constructed visual statement in
which the pictures seem to emerge from an array of parallel
and overlapping marks, and parallel and overlapping words.
Although Stein labels his engravings “illustrations”, they are
not merely direct translations of motifs and descriptors in
the texts, but images that riff off the poetry, imagery, sense
or feeling embodied in the words.
The effect of Stein’s unique linear style moves the
imagery away from naturalism to a kind of abstraction
based in an impulse to simplify the elements of rock, water
and vegetable motifs, landscapes and dreamscapes into
radiantly allusive devices. While acknowledging their roots
in a recognizable subject, they are much more symbolic than
literal.
The beauty and deeply redolent conversation between
the artist and each author, between image and texts, between
visual emblem and metaphors, and between the materials
of the book itself that is evident in the Spirit Lake confirms
Stein as an uncommonly gifted book artist. His sensitive
attention to the words and to their translation into prints
both combine to make this production exemplary of the
creative power in the artist/author collaboration. Spirit Lake
demonstrates a fluid harmony between words and engraved
and textual images.
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MARY MUTER
Doing everything possible to
protect and preserve the quality
of life for all species that share
this wonderful World Biosphere
Reserve, just as her father
inspired her to do
By Cathy Cooper
Mary Muter has a vivid memory of helping
her parents lay the floor of their cottage in the
Wah Wah Taysee community over 50 years ago.
As they took a break, a neighbour arrived for a
visit. As he urged them to look around at the
pristine shores of their community, he warned
that unless the newly formed Township of
Georgian Bay developed Zoning By-laws, their
beautiful community could become overdeveloped.
Mary’s father, known as ‘REA’, (Robert Earl
Agnew), was not a planner; he was a lawyer. He took the
neighbour’s request and caution to heart and attended
weekend planning courses so that he could draft the first set
of Zoning By-laws for the Township. He invited their first
Mayor, Dot Donnelly from Mactier, to tour the Bay area,
with Mary driving the family boat. He visited neighbours
on the Bay to gain their support, and, in 1972, the Council
adopted Zoning By-law #72-53. (This By-law remained in
place until 1991.) REA quickly began to draft new, stronger
by-laws to be able to increase minimum lot and island size, as
he was starting to learn about the impacts on water quality
and wetlands of development including septic systems too
close to granite bedrock shorelines. But this took years of
work to develop consensus on what was right for the Bay.
Twenty years later the Township approved a new set of bylaws.
Dinner table conversation in Mary’s family often centered
on how best to protect the Bay. It was her father‘s flurry
of passionate volunteerism and accomplishments that
inspired her to become the President of the Wah Wah
Taysee Association. She began to get involved in volunteer
water quality monitoring. Working with Dr. Karl Schiefer
she developed the first municipal volunteer water quality
monitoring program. Then, Mary joined the Board of the
Georgian Bay Association (GBA), and became engaged in
environmental issues as Vice President / Environment. She
supported fellow Board member, Roy Schatz, when he led
the initiative to create a fundraising arm, ‘GBA Foundation’,
which later became ‘Georgian Bay Forever’ (GBF). After
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MARY MUTER
more than a decade on the GBA Board, she joined the GBA
Foundation Board, where she helped provide background
text to Pat Northey for the creation of the Eastern Georgian
Bay Biosphere Reserve.
Mary served on the Board of Georgian Bay Forever for 7
years. She was instrumental in gathering information about
water levels and enlisted hydraulic engineer Bill Bialkowski
to help understand the impact of the erosion in the St. Clair
River. Mary oversaw the groundbreaking GBA Foundation’s
Baird Report, which led to including the St. Clair River in the
IJC’s International Upper Great Lakes Study on water levels.
With no ability to control the outflow from the middle
Great Lakes (Michigan, Huron and Georgian Bay), they
have by far the widest range of lake levels – 6.5 feet. In 2003
Ministry of Natural Resources Lake Huron Management
Unit staff told McMaster U.’s Prof. Pat Chow-Fraser to
get in touch with Mary to ask for her help in getting to and
assessing Georgian Bay wetlands. Mary soon learned that
wetlands do not like extended periods of extreme high or
low water levels but benefit from a range of about 5 feet.
The other Great Lakes have a range of only 4-5 feet. Lakes
Superior and Ontario’s Control Boards carefully maintain
those lake levels. “We are the forgotten part of the Great
Lakes” is a statement Mary often makes.
Working with her team of volunteers, including former
Township of the Archipelago Councillors and founding
Presidents of GBA Foundation, engineers and fisheries
biologists, Mary formed the Georgian Bay Great Lakes
Foundation in 2012. This group continues to provide
SUMMER 2019

logistical and funding support for Prof. Pat
Chow-Fraser’s research and then uses the
published papers from her work to educate the
public and political leaders at all levels.
Along with her team of Georgian Bay Great Lakes
Foundation volunteers, Mary is a founding director of
an international consortium formed by a number of
Canadian and U.S. environmental groups. The groups
have been seeking to reduce both extreme high and
extreme low water levels in the middle Great Lakes.
‘Restore Our Water International’, or ROWI, was
able to convince the Obama Administration to study
the efficacy of installing submerged flexible wings in
the upper St. Clair River to alleviate low water levels
when needed. When the water levels rose from an
all-time historic low in 2013 to the median level in a
matter of 2 years, support for this initiative waned,
but support will increase the next time the water level
cycle falls again.
Throughout her ‘big picture’ environmental
projects, Mary has always been active on a local level
too. She was involved in efforts to stop provincial
politicians from adopting projects that would
negatively impact the Georgian Bay watershed. One
of her very meaningful accomplishments was to stop
a developer’s plan to fill in a wetland simply to create
extra land for a golf course in the Oak Bay- Severn
Sound area. Mary and her mentor, Dr. Karl Schiefer,
were able to convince the developer to donate the
wetland to the Georgian Bay Land Trust for a tax
credit. That wetland has since been designated as
a Provincially Significant Wetland (PSW) by the
Ontario government, and it is currently one of the
key Canadian sites used for an international bird
migration study.
Mary has never allowed detractors to discourage
her from her activism. She is not one to go to the
cottage and enjoy herself without worrying about
issues that threaten our quality of life on the Bay.
She is not one to ‘go along to get along’ as our
environment continues to be degraded. Her legacy
will be that she did everything possible to protect and
preserve the quality of life for all species that share
this wonderful World Biosphere Reserve, just as her
father inspired her to do.
Mary now has eight grandsons that visit the
family cottage every summer (all the way from BC).
And, over dinner, the conversation on the need to
protect and preserve Georgian Bay is played out all
over again.
georgianbaytoday.ca

INVASIVE

Grass Carp
threatens Georgian Bay
By Mary Muter
Chair, Georgian Bay Great Lakes Foundation
What is the biggest threat to Georgian Bay’s high
quality wetlands and the fishery? Is it climate change? Is
it low water levels? Is it development? Is it Phragmites?
No - it is none of these. It is the voracious and invasive
Grass Carp that are now present in Lake Erie and have
been caught in Lake Huron. These large invasive fish once
established in Georgian Bay can rapidly wipe out all the
plants in a wetland, leaving nothing to nourish or protect
native fish species.
The Invasion has started! Grass Carp is reproducing in
two Ohio rivers that flow into Lake Erie, and 10 individuals
have now moved upstream into Lake Huron.
Last June, when I attended the International Association
of Great Lakes Research conference, it was clearly stated:
“It will take fewer Grass Carp [than the other three types
of invasive Asian Carp that are in rivers south of Chicago
and being blocked by $Millions of electric barriers in the
Chicago Sanitary Canal] to have a substantial impact on
Great Lakes ecology.” Shockingly, I learned that Ohio
and Michigan, with Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
$2 Million Funding, are working with Michigan State
University researchers. They are catching these very large
fish, inserting tracking devices, releasing them live, and
then studying their movements in order to devise possible
“management techniques” to “control” the population
rather than eradicate it. With both Ohio and Michigan
not planning to eradicate the Grass Carp, this wetlands
destroyer is on the verge of becoming established in
the Great Lakes. To stop this invasion, it is urgent to
implement every possible eradication method now!
Dr. Nicholas Mandrak, Associate Professor at the
University of Toronto, recently stated, “These tagging
operations confirm what we already suspected, and do not
change the basic need to eradicate these harmful invasive
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fish. They have an obligation to the entire Great Lakes
community to begin effective eradication immediately.”

and extensive wetlands found anywhere in the Great
Lakes.
We don’t want our wetlands destroyed by these very
large invasive fish. Our native fish and other species that
need wetlands for spawning, nursery and feeding habitat
will be decimated.

Canada is spending up to $20 Million over five years
to prevent Grass Carp from establishing in the Canadian
Great Lakes waters. It is unacceptable that American
agencies are putting the future of our Great Lakes
ecosystems at risk by conducting “research projects”
in areas already invaded by Grass Carp. They have a
responsibility to begin a broad range of eradication
methods: immediately.

An assessment carried out in 2017 found up to 1.2
million acres of wetlands including submerged aquatic
plants in the five Great Lakes. Each acre of wetland
provides $1,500 annually in ecological services. If all the
Great Lakes are invaded by Grass Carp, the cost of the
loss of these ecological services could mount to $16.5
Billion per year. Can we afford to let this happen?

Lake Erie commercial fishers are being paid $75 for
each Grass Carp that they catch in their nets and last
year turned in 116 to the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources. The Grass Carp that they catch in their deep,
open-water nets are ‘by-catch’, for these fish seldom
frequent deeper waters. There must be much higher
numbers along the shorelines, where there are wetlands.
Commercial fishers know well that Grass Carp will
ultimately destroy the essential wetland spawning and
nursery habitats for the native fish they are catching and
selling – walleye/pickerel and whitefish.
Tim Purdy, a Canadian Lake Huron commercial fishing
operator, caught a metre-long Grass Carp in Lake Huron
about a mile north of the Bluewater Bridge. A couple
of years ago, Tim made a presentation to a Standing
Committee in Ottawa indicating that his family’s fishery
company has been operating since 1900 and he was hoping
to be able to pass it on to his children. He expressed his
concern that, if these Grass Carp get established, there
will be nothing to pass on.
Compelling research by Professor Pat Chow-Fraser
of McMaster University has already pointed out that
Georgian Bay contains the highest quality, most diverse

What can be done?
We are asking Ohio and Michigan to rethink their
study/management strategies and instead implement
eradication methods immediately to target and remove all
Grass Carp possible, and to employ barriers to prevent
successful spawning and egg hatching. These fish spawn
2 to 3 times a year and each female lays 100,000 or more
eggs at each spawn. When they swim up the Sandusky and
Maumee Rivers in Ohio, they could be caught in nets and
destroyed. Canada’s Department of Fisheries and Oceans
stands ready to assist. Under a binational agreement Ohio
and Michigan are obligated to ask for assistance whenever
an invasion begins.
There is little time left to act. Have we not leaned from
the sea lamprey release over 50 years ago? Some people
thought they would not survive in the Great Lakes! The
only way that population is kept under limited control is
by discharging potent chemicals every spring in rivers
where they spawn.
Can we not learn from our mistakes?
Laura Simpson’s

Bob Bush
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The tenacious
Asian carp
What’s at risk?
By Brooks Schryer, M.A.
Aquatic Program Specialist,
Invading Species Awareness Program,
Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
I’m sure most of the readers have seen the
Silver Carp leaping out of the water on the news
or on the Internet. Right now, this is a spectacle
that we are fortunate to avoid in Ontario as none
of the four species of Asian carps have become
established in our waters. Out of the four species,
Bighead Carp (Hypophthalmichthys nobilis), Black
Carp (Mylopharyngodon piceus), Grass Carp
(Ctenopharyngodon idella), and Silver Carp (H.
molitrix), Silver Carp is the only one that leaps out of
the water -- and we’re talking up to three meters. This
isn’t the only threat posed by these species. Each one
poses unique and severe threats to our Great Lakes,
including Georgian Bay.
The primary concerns with Asian carps are: their
size, their diet, and their reproductive rate. To give
some context, in waters such as the Mississippi River
Basin (once free of Asian carps) the species makes up
approximately 80-percent of the biomass now that
they’ve been given the chance to establish and spread
since being introduced in the 1960s and 70s (www.
dfo-mpo.gc.ca).
georgianbaytoday.ca

Once freed into natural waterways in the United
States, these fish, which are native to China and Russia,
began spreading north throughout the basin. All
attempts to control their populations have failed and
have resulted in some of the more light-hearted videos
on the Internet. This ability to jump is no laughing
joke; however, just imagine the impacts this would have
on the boating industry and tourism, as a result.
Meanwhile, the threat associated with their diets is
significant. Zooplankton and phytoplankton, the bottom
of our aquatic ecosystems will be consumed relentlessly
by Silver and Bighead carps. Grass Carps will consume
aquatic vegetation, the basis for our healthy ecosystems.
And our native clams, which are already feeling the
pressure from other invasive species such as zebra
mussels (Dreissena polymorpha), will be preyed upon
by the Black Carp and their large pharyngeal teeth.
If these threats don’t sound real enough, let’s talk
dollars. Our partners at the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans (DFO) conducted a socio-economic risk
assessment on the associated costs of allowing the
Asian carps to establish in the Great Lakes. The
numbers are downright scary:
$179 billion net loss in 20 years after
establishment; and
$390 billion net loss in 50 years after
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establishment. (www.
asiancarp.ca)
These numbers almost
sound surreal and I’m sure
few of us can actually
imagine what this means to
the economy or our future
generations. To provide
further context, this risk
assessment looked at four of
the five Great Lakes (Lake
Michigan was excluded due
to the study being on impacts
to Canada) and calculated
the losses to five separate
industries: commercial
fishing, recreational fishing,
recreational boating, wildlife
viewing, and beaches and
lakefront use.

Romeoville, Ill. that deter the
movement of fish through the use
of an electric field in the water.
To date, these electrical barriers,
in tandem with the efforts by
contracted commercial fishermen
on the Illinois River, has kept the
Asian carps out of Lake Michigan.
Despite our initial successes,
we must remain vigilant as the
Ontario public. We encourage
everyone to learn how to identify
Asian carps (www.invadingspecies.
com/asiancarps) and if you
suspect you have encountered
one, take a picture and report to
the Invading Species Hotline:
Brooks Shryer, Aquatic Program Specialist, develops 1-800-563-7711 or online at www.
awareness of invading species, with two Asian carp. EDDMapS.org/Ontario

This risk assessment is a call to action and our federal
partners at the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)
are taking this threat very seriously. This past year, the Asian
carps’ crew sampled 1,162 field sites across 36 high-risk
locations in Canadian waters in the Great Lakes. Through
this monitoring, the DFO captured 64,519 fish, representing
90 species, using seven different gear types that are designed
to target all sizes and life stages of Asian carps. Most
importantly: no Asian carps were detected during the 2018
early detection surveillance.
Asian carps, if allowed to establish in Ontario’s waters,
will irreversibly change and damage the ecosystems, the
native species, and our ability to enjoy them. These four fish
each pose significant threats to our waterways. Out of the
four species, the most impending threat is the Grass Carp.
This fish has been captured on many occasions in Ontario
waters over the last few years, with the most numerous single
capture (10 fish) being in Lake Gibson (2016), an in-land
lake between Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, just west of the
Welland Canal. To date, their pathway of introduction is
unclear, but the DFO, Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry, Conservation Authorities, and many other partners,
continue to battle against the possible establishment of Asian
carps.
The Threat of Asian carps to the
Great Lakes and Georgian Bay
Currently, the Chicago Area Waterway System (CAWS)
represents the “only known continuous connection between
the Great Lakes and Mississippi River basins and poses the
greatest risk for the transfer of [Asian carps]” (US Army
Corps of Engineers, 2019). However, despite this connection
between Asian carps-infested waters and the non-infested
Lake Michigan, there are electric barriers in place near
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Thunder Beach, Georgian Bay
As a teenager, I would spend summer months with
my best friend’s family on Thunder Beach. I hadn’t yet
fully developed the same sense of appreciation for our
environment and native species as I have in my adult
working life. The trials and tribulations of a teenage mind
are short-sighted, without a consideration of threats to our
natural environment, such as invasive species.
Now, in my adult life, I’m fortunate enough to understand
that the years I spent enjoying the outdoors, particularly
hunting and fishing, led me to a career focused on the
conservation of our natural resources. Everything from
the mixed-wood plains where I hunt with my family, to the
clear waters of Georgian Bay, are of deep importance to our
heritage and who I am as a person.
Today, I am the Aquatic Program Specialist with the
Invading Species Awareness Program (ISAP), which operates
out of the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
(OFAH) head office in Peterborough.
The OFAH has four conservation programmes: The
Invading Species Awareness Program: dedicated to educating
the public on the threats posed by invasive species: the
Atlantic Salmon Restoration Program: the Community
Hatchery Program: and Alternative Land-Use Services.
The ISAW is dedicated to spreading education and
outreach pertaining to the risks associated with invasive
species. In particular, invasive species can have detrimental
impacts to the economy (e.g. property values), the
environment (e.g. out competing native species), and society,
including human health (e.g. Silver Carp leaping out of the
water and injuring boaters).
SUMMER 2019

SUMMER READING:

Books set on Georgian Bay
By Charlotte Stein, Parry Sound Books
There is nothing – absolutely
nothing like reading a book on a
summer’s day on Georgian Bay.
Reading while lying on the sun baked
rocks, or sitting in a chair on the dock
with a whole day spread out before me
is one of my greatest pleasures.
I am often asked by my summer
customers if I live in Parry Sound all
year, and if so, why. The answer is, in
part, because the rocks and water of
Georgian Bay are where I feel most
at home. Summer
brings others who
feel the same way,
from all over the
world they come to
Georgian Bay.
Many of those
who are travelling
through this
beautiful place
look for novels set
on Georgian Bay
to give them, not
only a real sense
of the landscape
and history of
this place but, also a taste of Canadian
literature.
Summer Gone by David Macfarlane
is a novel that takes place over three
summers spent on Georgian Bay, each
separated by several years. The first is
the summer a young man experiences a
canoe trip from a Georgian Bay camp.
The same young man returns to the
Bay as a young husband paddling with
his wife, and again some years later
with his teenage son.
The Orenda is Joseph Boyden’s
Georgian Bay novel, about which he
said, “It was difficult to capture the
beauty of the place … this is where
my heart is”. This novel is Georgian
Bay in the 1600s, and the land along
the shoreline between Midland and the
French River – the Sweet Water Sea
that was the route of the native people,
and the early explorers and settlers
who came after.
georgianbaytoday.ca

Angel Walk by Katherine Govier
tells the story of a young woman,
born in Parry Sound, who works for
a time in the Nobel munitions factory,
before becoming a photographer in
Europe during the Second World War.
She then returns to Georgian Bay,
telling her story while preparing for
a retrospective exhibit of her work.
Katherine Govier spent many summers
on Georgian Bay, both north and south
of Parry Sound. She knows the town

well and has captured the magic of
Georgian Bay in Angel Walk.
Last Night in Twisted River by
John Irving, a story that was twenty
years in the making, has Georgian
Bay and a writing shack on an island
at it’s heart – along with an ending,
a beginning and a plot by a literary
master.
Susan Swan’s great strength as a
writer shows itself in her novel The
Western Light as she describes the
landscape of Georgian Bay. We see
the author’s connection, and love, of
Georgian Bay through the eyes of her
character, Mary, a “child of the water”,
in a dramatic story based on family
history.
Andrea Curtis is another writer
with an intimate connection to
Georgian Bay. Her memoir, Into the
Blue, chronicles the fate of a family, and
their shipping business, after a tragic

shipwreck on the Bay. Woven into
the story are tales of other Georgian
Bay shipwrecks and stories of early
cottagers on Georgian Bay.
And, who doesn’t love a mystery
to pass a summer’s day? Prisoners of
Hope by Barbara Fradkin is the third in
her Amanda Doucette mystery series.
The action takes place in Parry Sound
and along the shoreline north and
south of town, especially in the waters
around Franklin Island.
Scott Thornley
also takes us to
cottage country with
his novel Erasing
Memory, the first
in the MacNeice
Mystery series. We
follow the detective
and his team from
the city to the Bay as
they attempt to solve
a nasty murder in a
summer home.
Safe From the
Sea by Peter Geye is
not set on Georgian
Bay but it sure feels like it is! This
beautifully written novel tells the
moving story of a father and son, who
after years of estrangement spend
time together during the father’s final
illness. As the son discovers the true
story of his father’s experience as the
survivor of a tragic wreck on a Great
Lakes ore boat, they both find peace
and reconciliation.
Lighthouse Road, also by Peter
Geye, though set on the American
side of the Great Lakes, could be the
story of any one of the many towns
established around Georgian Bay in the
late 1800s. Towns that exist because of
lumbering, full of eccentric characters
and misfits who have settled in places
of wildness on the water.
So, welcome to summer on
Georgian Bay! Enjoy your summer, and
enjoy reading a great book set in this
beautiful place.
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Cognashene Community Church
circa 1960
By Eva Mary Elson
Editor’s note: This memoir, submitted by Rosalind Elson is a selection from
her mother’s collection of writings. Eva Elson describes a Sunday service
at the Cognashene Community Church in the early sixties. The first page is
presented here as it was typed by Eva complete with the distinctive generous
spacing, hand-written and whiteout corrections of the manual typewriter. This
poetic piece harkens back to an age of ‘letters’ when writing was an admirable
use of leisure time, charming the reader with exquisite descriptive detail. (S.G.)

Reverend Fred Elson and wife
Eva Elson at the Cognashene
Community Church, ca. 1960s

Small children dart about, scorning
the steps, preferring instead to clamber
up the gradual slope, their orange lifejackets flashing as they go. The teenagers
hang back, reluctant to spend their
animated conversations for a whole hour.
The girls shake their hair out of their
eyes, the better to watch which way the
boys go, as they saunter towards the
rows of stacking chairs arranged on
the flat top of the rock. The boys sit
down at the back, on the ground, so the
girls choose chairs nearby, or sit down
on the hard rock. Their parents are
already seated on the chairs, sheltered
from the sun by the tall pine trees
which form a semi-circle behind the
open space which serves as a sanctuary
for this open-air church. Most of the
adults are wearing casual clothes, but
there are one or two elderly men still
clinging to the custom of wearing
formal jacket and tie to church.
The flowers on the hat of the lady
organist throb a purple vibrato as she
coaxes the pedals to build up enough
pressure inside the small organ. Some
of the ladies are wearing brightly
coloured sun-hats which nod and
shake as their owners finish their preservice chat.
As the bell-ringer pulls on
the rope for the last time, the
preacher, “volunteered” from a list
of vacationing clergymen which
is surreptitiously kept from year
to year, mounts the stone platform
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and places his hymn book and Bible on the sandstone
pulpit. The service is informal, and may have an Anglican,
Baptist, United Church, or any other denominational slant,
depending upon the affiliation of the clergyman conducting
it. The offering is taken up by teenagers, and if you look
down as you put your money on the plate, you will often see
a pair of sun-tanned bare feet standing before you.
For the people who cannot keep their minds on the
words of the preacher, there is a fascinating sideshow
of colourful tranquility in the changing greens and
blues of the water of the Freddy Channel, the greywhite gulls flying and alighting on the gentle waves, and
the gay painted boats bobbing on their ropes, seeming
anxious to be released for the return trip to the cottages.
Occasionally a passing boat causes a great flurry among
the congregational craft, as its wash splashes and bumps
them in their moorings. In fact, the preachers in this church
face tough opposition in the varied counter-attractions of
the natural surroundings. Very small boys are constantly
diverted by the discovery that if they lift up the moss they
are sitting on, they will terrify the colonies of ants which
are underneath, and the running and scurrying which
ensues fascinates the children, but paralyses the sisters and

Mothers. Chipmunks run up the tree trunks and chatter
from the branches, and occasionally the frogs in the marshy
grass jump into the water with a splash.
When the service is over, there is no rush to get back to
the boats. People visit and chat with each other while the
chairs are being stacked in the wooden shed, and the hymnbooks are collected in six-quart baskets. The loveliness of
the surroundings and the informality of the atmosphere
have had a refreshing effect on the congregation. The
appeal of this kind of summer service lies in the feeling of
relaxation and contentment it brings. Instead of the urgent
need, so common today, to go to church to re-charge our
spiritual batteries to enable us to cope with the strain of
living out the next six days, the holiday service becomes a
part of the vacation itself.
When winter comes, with its frustrating hours of stalled
traffic, cold feet, and miserable ailments, this quiet hour
of meditation, in the full glory of summer, comes back to
revive us. It cheers us and amuses us to look back on it, and
to look forward to another summer. If you are among the
people who think going to church is a waste of a Sunday
morning, be reckless and waste one while you are on
holiday this year. You may find something very worthwhile.

The Cognashene Community Church was established in 1906 when
local cottagers began to hold Sunday worship services at various cottages
through the summer season. The Church moved to its permanent
location in the late 1950’s when Louis and Sara Breithaupt donated the
land on the Freddy Channel. In its 113th season, the “Church on the
Rocks” continues to thrive with a full roster of ministers and the Sunday
school crafts program for the little ones all set to begin. Services begin
promptly at 10:30 a.m. and run about one hour. Dress is “Georgian Bay
casual”. The church invites everyone to come and enjoy the fellowship
of our Georgian Bay neighbours.

DOCKS AND BOAT LIFTS
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Light weight & aﬀordable

705 562 3201
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Publisher’s call for
editorial content in
Georgian Bay Today
If you have a story that explores our past, celebrates
our culture, shares our concerns or informs our future,
we invite your submissions for consideration.
The Georgian Bay Today Vision:
Capture the ‘Soul of the Bay’ through passionate,
authentic, informed written-word storytelling and
powerful imagery

It is the best purpose of our publication to amplify
the voices of ‘The Bay’ that share passion for the health
and beauty of our natural environment, our rich culture
and our remarkable lifestyles.

Forward suggestion, ideas, articles, images
to:peter@georgianbaytoday.info

Penny Barr
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POWER of ROWING
George Rossiter

POSTER
Created by illustrator Penny Barr

Powerful message of physical well-being,
respect for water and mindfulness:
a Georgian Bay classic:
the Loudon
11 x 14”
signed by George Rossiter

$12

PayPal secure payment or cheque
georgianbaytoday.ca
5 Little Ave.Tor.M9N 1K3
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small craft delights
Remembering Tony O
By Tom Martin, Nares Inlet
Anthony John Ormsby,
even though it was well
or AJO, or simply Tony,
back from the exposed
died on May 8th in
western face of the island.
Toronto in his 93rd year.
The Ormsby family has
With his Navy
been seasonal residents in
background and general
Nares Inlet for over 100
love of boats, he was a
years. AJO’s grandmother,
great mentor to me on
Susie Ormsby, bought the
all things nautical. He
family island, Puckwana, in
owned a variety of boats:
1908. AJO had made it up
several sail boats, a couple
to the Bay every summer
of racing dinghies, a
since he was 6 years old.
Grumman sailing canoe,
Summers prior to that had
a 9’Dyer Dhow, and
been spent at the Ormsby
a Columbia 24 called
family home, Ballinamore,
‘Rogue’. I remember him
Tom Martin, Tony Ormsby, Wally King and Gary French on the being particularly relaxed
in County Mayo, Ireland.
deck of Tony’s island in Nares Inlet, 2012.
The family would return
when out for a sail in a
to the old country by ship
gentle westerly with his
each summer. Even though he resided in Scotland for the
leg hooked over the tiller as he puffed on his pipe. His sons
past 30 years or so, AJO returned to Canada each year for
Tony and Tim remember a slightly more hair raising cruise
about 6 weeks in the summer residing at his island Yrrah.
on the Bay when the winds were so strong that the chain
plates started pulling through the decks!
AJO is well known up and down the shore due to his
involvements in many organizations. His most significant
AJO also owned a number of powerboats. I first
contribution to the Bay was through his work with Wally
remember a small, 15’ or so, cedar strip with a 15 hp in the
King to found the Township of the Archipelago. In the
late 1950’s, which was a big deal, back then in Nares Inlet.
early 1970’s, AJO and Wally revitalized an otherwise inactive
This was followed by a much bigger deal: a 19’ cedar strip
GBA and led the battle to create the Township. For this he
Peterborough with a lovely mahogany windshield and twin
was made an Honourary Life member of the Georgian Bay
35 Hp electric start Johnsons. There were two sets of push
Association. The story of their work is recounted in the
buttons for the starters and chokes on the dash. As a special
lovely book Passion for Georgian Bay, The founding of the
treat for us as youngsters, we would be allowed to push the
Township of the Archipelago.
buttons to start the engines. This was a big deal when our
family boat had a manual start 10hp Johnson.
AJO was my late mother’s younger brother and was a
huge mentor to me about life and boats. He left Ontario to
AJO and friends cruised the Bay in that boat, camp
finish his secondary schooling and attended Royal Roads
cruising out of it into the North Channel. You could only
Naval College in Victoria. He left Royal Roads as a lieutenant use those 5 gallon tanks with these engines so a larger tank
in the Royal Canadian Navy. When the war ended, he
wasn’t possible. To have adequate range, he had to carry four,
returned to Ontario, joined the reserves, and got on with a
five gallon jerry cans to refuel. None-the-less, he had much
very successful professional career as a chartered accountant
fun exploring the Bay with that boat. For some reason it had
and senior business executive. He served in many not-fora siren on it. Sometimes when he arrived in the Inlet he’d let
profit organizations such as the GBA and, for a period, as
the siren rip to let us know he’d arrived.
Chairman of the Toronto Harbour Commission. He was well
known for his graciousness and generosity in all aspects of
A few years ago, I asked him how they had found their
life.
way around the Bay a before the small craft channel had been
completed with navigational aids including buoys up the
AJO’s favourite place in the world was his island Yrrah
shore and before the strip charts were available. The largein Nares Inlet. Starting in the late 1950’s, he built a 10’ x 14’
scale charts really were not a huge amount of help for near
cabin, which he slowly added to over the years. The spray off
shore cruising. This was well before the advent of Loran
the rocks would blow to the front windows on a windy day
or GPS. I’ll never forget his response. “Simple”, he said,
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“fishing lodges usually have a map of
their local area available.” Often, it was
in the form of a paper placemat. So, he
would stop at the fishing lodges, have a
meal, and pick up the local map. With
no navigational equipment other than a
compass and no communication device,
he explored the Bay. Seems remarkable
today.
The larger Peterborough was
replaced in the early 60’s with a wood,
lapstreak 16’ Grew model 202 runabout.
Grews of the era were lovely boats. He

loved the workmanship in that Grew
with the finely made opening varnished
mahogany windshield and the finely
crafted mahogany lockers aft of the
front seat. Later, he replaced the Grew
with a 19’ 6” long fiberglass Grew
model 204 with a 165 hp Mercruiser
i/o. About 20 years later, he replaced
it with one of the very first Limestone
20’s and 20 years later, replaced it with
a 19’ Grady White. Of course, there
were a number of other smaller power
boats along the way.

He always loved a gam on boats
and was interested in my boating
adventures and how I was modifying
my own ‘fleet’. In his latter years, as
his mobility decreased, he was on the
water less. Nonetheless, whenever I had
an interesting book on some nautical
adventure or another he was keen to
read it.
AJO, or Unc, was a huge mentor on
life and boats to us and many others in
our Inlet. The Bay has lost one of its
biggest fans. He will be deeply missed.

If you can reach out
and touch and love
and be with wildlife,
you will forever be
changed, and you will
want to make the
world a better place.
Terri Irwin, naturalist,
conservationist, author,
July 20 1964

Wasaga Beach Collingwood Thornbury
Jen Scholte, Broker
72 Hurontario St. Collingwood, ON, L9Y 2L8
www.JenScholte.com
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The Best in Boating

matt@desmasdons.com
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