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FROM THE EDITOR

What’s it like in Sans Souci?
le Freeman
Peter, by Caro

In Georgian Bay, it is
our natural heritage that
enriches our lifestyle,
informs our culture
and supports our
economies: especially
the water. It is not
an over statement to
say our economies
depend on the health
of the waters of
Georgian Bay. Degradation of the Bay will inevitably
degrade our economy and our remarkable lifestyles. If we
lose the water, we lose everything. That is why economic
development needs to be weighed against environmental
impact.
After 50 years of protecting our Bay, Wally King has
gained perspective on the issue. “It bothers me that we
seem to have a development of short-sightedness,” he said.
“We are talking not about five years but maybe forever.
We have to address these concerns.” By ‘we’ he means
‘everyone’ because, “we are all brothers and sisters in helping
to preserve the Bay.” Therein lies a problem because to
borrow a political term, the communities around the Bay
are Balkanized in their own local issues, lacking the global
perspective. As Wally points out, “we all share the same
shore line.” If we stretch the political analogy a step further,
we might well look to a political alliance, NATO, where a
threat against one is a threat against all. Similarly, what
happens in one Georgian Bay community happens to all of

us. Because, Wally points out” political distinctions are not
the issue. The issue is the water.”
It is no secret that the paramount and imminent threat
to Georgian Bay is the ever-increasing pressure from
development; so the questions become what to do and who
can do it? Each and every one of us can make a contribution
to the health of our waters.
Fortunately we have impactful environmental
organizations that are leading the way in environmental
protection. Amongst the leaders are: Georgian Bay Forever,
Georgian Bay Land Trust and the Georgian Bay Biosphere
Reserve. We can all support these organizations through
donations or volunteer work.
We also have the powerful influence of Indigenous
People such as Josephine Mandamin, the original Water
Walker who walked around the Great Lakes to advocate
for water protection. Her heroic efforts were based on the
prescient belief that “in the future one ounce of water will
cost as much as an ounce of gold.” We can all benefit from
the Indigenous Peoples’ belief in the Seventh Generation
Principle i.e. that decisions we make today should result in a
sustainable world seven generations into the future.
Local governments play an important role in preservation
of our environment. As Wally points out, “It all comes back
to planning.” We can vote for town councillors who will
commit to protecting our water. Recent election results in
the Township of Georgian Bay look promising. The newly
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elected council that includes
Mayor Peter Koetsier,
Councillors Peter Cooper, Al
Hazelton and Stephen Jarvis,
have heard loud and clear
from constituents about their
concern for over-development
and planning enforcement.
They recognize that the
environment IS the economy
and vice versa.

And then there is individual
action. As King says, “It starts
by example, from parents. In our
cottage, I leave on our coffee table
everything that I think our children
should read. I am amazed at the
number of times that people pick it
up. We have been given a trust and
it is our responsibility to address
that trust. Anything and everything
we can do is the protection of that
trust.”

Seasonal residents in
water-based communities
One final thought from Mr. King
can make a significant
“
I
am
often asked about my love for
Wally King’s legacy of advocacy for the
contribution by joining their
Georgian
Bay, for our island. I think
protection of Georgian Bay spans over 40 years.
local cottage association. The
about
it
a
lot.
Anywhere that I am in
He is the Founding Chairman of the Georgian
Georgian Bay Association is
the
world,
I
think,
what’s it like in
Bay Land Trust and was the principal force in
an umbrella organization of
Sans
Souci?”
the creation of the Township of the Archipelago.
21 associations along the east
Photo by Peter Wood
side of the Bay. The GBA is a
The answer is that the future
powerful advocate under the
looks bright in Sans Souci, clearly
capable and energetic direction of Executive Director Rupert in good hands, but development is seductive and vigilance is
Kindersley that promotes the interests of Georgian Bay
required to resist temptation. Once the water is gone, it will
cottage associations to all three levels of government. Wally
be gone forever and it won’t matter much who caused it.
King encourages every seasonal resident in Sans Souci to join
his or her association to increase the potency of the message.
“We are up to 60% membership but I am concerned about the
40% who are not members,” he says.

McNabb
Home Building Centre
22 Seguin St. Parry Sound 705 746 2147
“We specialize in deliveries to barges on Georgian Bay. We carry the best quality
building materials that never need to be returned by boat based on poor quality”

We live, work and play on Georgian Bay
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GEORGE ROSSITER:
the transformative power of rowing

Launching Party: George Rossiter launches the first ever Loudon rowboat in front of his cottage
in Go Home Bay (mid 1990s)
By Peter J Wood
George Rossiter had a dream. Like most dreams,
germinated in that fertile ground of aspirations
known as ‘childhood:’ a place where imagination
governs over practicality. It began with an auspicious
gesture that profoundly affected the path of his life.
His journey has been subjected to the intercessions
of fate, but the dream is as vivid and potent today
as it was in the mind of an eight year-old boy in
the summer of 1965. His dream was about boats.
It evolved into a philosophy about physical health,
spiritual well-being and respect for nature. His story
began in Go Home Bay, another fertile ground for
dreamers.
In the early 1950s, Roger and Helen Rossiter,
George’s parents, bought a cottage in Go Home Bay
where they took refuge from the demands of their
medical careers. When George was eight years old,
they gave him the gift that would influence the rest of
6
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his life. “My parents gave me an old wooden rowboat,”
he recalls. “It was a typical lapstrake double-ended
rowboat.” He was too small at the time to reach the
foot rests or the oars but trivial practical details
did not diminish the impact of this
gesture. “I remember struggling with
the boat,” he says, “but it was freedom!”
Such are the ways of childhood
dreams. The imagination of a young
boy had been ignited.
For the next ten years, the rowing
dream lay dormant in the heart and
mind of George Rossiter, like a
chrysalis slowly evolving to maturity.
In the summers, he worked at the
cottage repairing boathouses and
GEORGE ROSSITER
docks. At age 18, after graduating
from high school, he faced that
ominous decision of what to do with the rest his
life, the part called ‘adulthood.’ “I didn’t know what
SPRING 2019

I wanted to do for a career.” The Georgian
Bay lifestyle was so important to him that
he decided to spend a winter in Go Home
Bay in a quest for his identity. “We had a
main cottage and a couple of small cabins,”
he recalls. “I insulated one and put in a wood
stove.” That winter he realized that he was
most fulfilled by being close to nature.
As members of the Madawaska Club of
Go Home Bay, the Rossiters received a copy
of the club ‘Chronicles’ (published at quarter
century intervals) which covered club news
and issues from 1923 – 1948. It was a fateful
acquisition because the issue contained an
article by W. J. Loudon, a pioneer member
who forged the club and served as Treasurer
and Secretary from inception in 1898 until
1900. Loudon was a Professor of Physics
and an amateur photographer who was
responsible for initiating scientific research in
Go Home Bay.
“Loudon wrote an article about how the
next fifty years was going to be different than
the last fifty,” remembers George. He wrote

about “the importance of protecting our
water because motorboats were increasing in
popularity. He reminded us that people had
forgotten how to canoe and to sail and how
important it was. I was very moved by his
words.”
Insulated by his reflections and fortified
by the words of W.J. Loudon, Rossiter spent
a second winter in Go Home Bay. “I love
rowing, I love boats, love nature and I love
the water,” he proclaimed. “I decided to start
working on rowboats and decided to name my
first boat the ‘Loudon’.” His dream that had
been percolating for a decade was about to
become a reality.
The following summer, George began
restoring wooden boats. His first job was a
banged up canoe. He fixed it and an ad hoc
business was underway. Buoyed by the power
of referrals, he restored hundreds of boats.
“My favourite boats were rowboats. After I
got them back together, I d take them out
on a windy day. Some rowed beautifully but

Loudon
rowboat in
progress:
George
Rossiter in
the workshop
he built in
the Blue
Mountains
(circa 1993)
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some were awful. I wondered why
they were so different?” He sought the
answer at the New England Apprentice
Co-operative, a boat building school in
Massachusetts. There he learned how
to ‘loft’ a boat (lofting is a drafting
technique used for generating a full scale drawing of a boat
design).

It did not stall down at all. There was
no wave coming off the stern, it had
very little hull resistance. It had a long
v- shaped hull. It was narrow at the
waterline with reserve buoyancy. It was
a little tippy and there was not nearly
enough free board.” He made the necessary modifications and
the Loudon was born. They became the pride of Go Home Bay.

The next step was to buy some boat plans, put them down
on a lofting floor. “I drew a grid. I drew the lines and I built
a boat that I thought would look nice and row well. It was
OK, but it was flawed. I realized then that I had to design my
own boat,” a skill that he developed over the next seven years
through the Yacht Design Institute in Maine.

For George Rossiter, the creation of the Loudon was much
more than a well-designed utilitarian craft. It was an expression
of his values: a physical manifestation of his philosophy,
harkening back to the bygone era of W. J. Loudon, a time before
motorboats, when rowboats were the “station wagons of the
water.” Rowing had become an under-appreciated recreational
experience with superior physical health benefits. “Paddling
is twisting,” he says, “rowing is symmetrical and you use your
legs. I always liked the mechanical advantage of it.” Rowboats
are also inherently safer than canoes, “You can easily tackle the
wind and get back regardless of wind direction.”

“By the age of 31, after my parents had passed away,
I bought a place in Blue Mountains and built a nice big
workshop,” George recalls. By this time he had an established
reputation for restoring boats but he believed that it was
costing more to restore them than they were worth. Acting on
a tip from a Go Home neighbour, he had a fiberglass hull made
and a week later he had a finished rowboat. It was a ‘Whitehall’
transom boat but everyone wanted a traditional double-ended
lapstrake style.
And then fate intervened once again. He came across a
derelict rowboat. It was, “an old rowboat designed by someone
named ‘Mitchell’ somewhere on Lake Simcoe in the 1870s.” He
made one boat from a mold of the original and took it to the
annual regatta in Go Home Bay. “ I hadn’t rowed for years,” he
says “but I won by a good distance. I was in better shape than
I thought.” He was feeling good about himself until he loaned
the boat to a twelve-year-old girl who won the open class race
by an even greater margin. I realized that it wasn’t me; it was
the boat. It was remarkably fast. Between strokes it kept going.

For Rossiter, rowing is also about respect for the
environment. “ I have always been concerned about the
environment,” he says. “Wintering at the cottage I began
to wonder what was going to be left of Georgian Bay. The
trees were being affected by acid rain; the water had changed.
You couldn’t see the bottom anymore.” The fishing that he
remembered doing with his Dad had dried up. Rowing became
an act of environmentalism: reverence for the water.
Rowing is also meditative. Rossiter professes “a spiritual
connection to the water and the trees” through rowing. “It’s
treating the water well,” he claims, “you are not doing any harm
to anything and you are helping yourself. It is transformative. It
transforms you from city hustle to serenity.” Mindfulness on the
water.

Annual regatta in Go Home Bay featuring a fleet of Rossiter Loudon rowboats
GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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In 2003, fate interceded yet again in the Rossiter story:
this time with a cruel hand. Just 3 months after being
married to Carolyn, he was diagnosed with a serious illness
and had to sell the company. “That’s the only reason that I
sold it,” he laments, “I miss it every day of my life.”
His vision though, left an indelible imprint on the
company. He sold it to Scott Hanson: a skilled boat
architect with marketing experience. Scott expanded
the Rossiter line while honouring the vision. “I have the
opportunity to do what I do because of George Rossiter,”
claims Hanson. (GBT Summer 2017 p. 4). “We continue
to celebrate the vision of George Rossiter as a company.
The Loudon is our most popular rowboat because it is so
versatile. You can enjoy it whether you are 8 or 80, on a
lake, river or ocean,” he adds. (George Rossiter refined
adjustable footrests and seats in his design to accommodate
height differences).
In 2008, the Rossiter brand gained traction by
partnering with Desmasdons dealership in Pointe au Baril,
the first dealer for Rossiter boats. General Manager Matt
French has since sold over 200 Rossiters and explains
why: “They are designed, dreamt and built on Georgian
Bay. They are one hundred percent hand crafted and have

a lifetime warranty on the hull. They have always been
seaworthy, fuel efficient and easy to own and operate. Most
importantly he adds, “each one is customized’ to individual
taste. Although the market demand today emphasizes
powerboats, Rossiter boats continue to feature high quality
with traditional lines meeting the classical standard of
beauty by being both practical and beautiful, i.e., form
follows function.
The childhood rowing dream of George Rossiter
endures to this day through the eternal values infused in
every Loudon. Every time a child takes the oars of a family
Loudon in hand and feels the ‘freedom’, another dream is
ignited.
“…you have taken a step towards improving your
health, your family’s health and the quality of the water
you row on. You should feel satisfied after a row that
you have done something for yourself, the water and the
community. Children should be encouraged to row to gain
confidence, strength and respect for nature. W.J. Loudon
would be pleased to know that his love of rowing is being
kept alive and that there is a boat that carries his name
being rowed today just as he did over 100 years ago.”
(George Rossiter, Loudon Owner’s Manual, 2004).
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TERRY ISN’T A SCIENTIST,
but he loves his Bay

By David Sweetnam, Executive Director, Georgian Bay Forever
It was 80 years ago that Terry
was born. His family has had a special
place in Cognashene on the shores of
eastern Georgian Bay for generations.
The granite landscapes of the area
imprinted on Terry from the moment
he arrived. As a newborn Terry didn’t
know it, but those exposed rocks
were the oldest on the face of the
earth dating back to the time without
oxygen in the atmosphere. These
smooth foundations were towering
mountains in the time when bluegreen algae began their terraforming
transformation of the world – a
mere bacteria causing such massive
changes in the atmosphere that they
changed the entire planet from a foul,
sulphurous, anoxic brew – into the
beautiful, crisp blue sky we see today.
Terry isn’t a scientist so these allusions
elude him, but he does love his Bay.
When he was small, Terry spent
summers lazing on the rocks and
playing in the water near the shore.
Swimming and basking and fishing
with family and friends were things
he learned to love and those memory
building times filled him with an
appreciation for the water and its gifts.
His grandfather used to sit him
down on a fallen log by the Bay and
tell him stories of a time before the
cottagers started popping up along the
coasts seeking languorous summers
with perfect views. At that time on
the shore, only The People canoed,
fished, gathered rice and drank the
clean water. Grandfather told him
how things changed when the settlers
began to arrive; about when early
visitors used to come to the Bay by
train and steamer, fishing skiffs and row
boats; when the trees were felled and
sawdust and bark and eroded soil was
dumped into bays to become submerged
landfills; when the fish were filtered
from the water with seine, pound
GEORGIAN BAY TODAY

and gill nets and trotlines that could
envision no end to their abundance; and
when steamers and new hotels dumped
raw sewage directly into the very water
that sustained them. The water became
foul.
Terry could remember only vestiges
of those times. He had been too
young to connect those times with the
conditions of his childhood but the
stories always brought tears to the eyes
of his grandfather. For most of Terry’s
life, things had been getting cleaner as
the people began to realize they were
degrading the experiences they were
seeking out and built the systems to
clean the nbish – the dirty water – in
the words of The People. But as he
grew up he just accepted the way
things were. It was only through these
stories that he gradually internalized
the story of the water, the nbi. It was
part of him, and he was part of it.
Terry doesn’t understand all the
details – he’s not a scientist remember
– but he has seen significant changes
in the Bay over his life. Standing on his
favourite rock, overlooking his brilliant
Georgian Bay sunsets, he has watched
as his Bay has changed. The water of
course is always changing but he has
an intuition that it is changing in a
direction.
The fishing was great when he was
young, but the Bay has seen heartache
and destruction in his lifetime. The
fish are now a flickering wisp of their
former swirling clouds, decimated
by invaders from the sea through
unnatural channels carved into the
lakes and rivers. Terry saw the collapse
of the lake trout during the 1950s with
the sudden arrival of big freighters
and the sea lamprey that trailed along
behind them eating into 40 pounds of
succulent flesh each per year. Terry
doesn’t know the science that shows
that it is the sustained successive

introductions of an invasive species
that really enables the explosion of
their population.
He used to hike for miles inland to
some of the private lakes where the
fishing was great. Long before the
highway was a minor wound through
the wilderness and now forming 4
lanes of scar tissue on the once pristine
skin of the forest. Terry was drawn
by tradition, almost it seemed by some
primordial obligation to those who
came before him to make the crossing.
In his early years traversing the
road was easy. He and his father could
hear approaching vehicles from miles
away in the semi-silence – long before
they would be able to see the cars with
vulcanized tires, inner tubes and spoked
wheels or the rattling trucks roll
around the bend as they scooted into
the ditch. He was still only a child when
a tragic car accident had claimed his
father on that road.
Especially since his father’s
accident, Terry had felt like he was
inexorably drawn to make this annual
inland hike. There was even, he felt at
times, an urgency to complete the walk.
Making the effort of the crossing each
year was an established tradition. It
fulfilled a primordial obligation to those
who came before and after him.
Lately, his traverses had become
increasingly deadly games as the
highway exploded into a river of highspeed traffic. Fortunately, Terry had
recently found a new pathway to cross
under the roadway. It adds a few extra
tenuous miles to his hike to the inland
lake each year to revisit his youthful
path to his secret places. And yet, Terry
is always happy to return to the shores
of the Bay and end his trek.
Terry used to sit and watch the
cormorants sunning on the warm rocks
or ducking beneath the waves to surface
with a full beak. These neighbours were
SPRING 2019 11
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rebounding from their brush with mass
extirpation during the late 1800’s at the
hands of fishermen who thought of them
only as thieves stealing fish that belonged
to no one.
Cruelly, they were struck down once
again along with their osprey and bald
eagle brethren through the catastrophe
of pesticides like DDT that mangled
beaks and thinned shells. As a young
father he had imagined the heartache
when those winged adults, following
millennia of practice, inadvertently
crushed their babies while trying to
keep them warm and safe in their nests.
The lake trout and the arthropods in the
water didn’t fare any better with these
indiscriminate toxins. Crayfish were
mutated and killed leaving less food for
other larger predators.
A couple of decades ago the invasive
Russian zebra mussels tore at Terry’s
feet on the rocks along the shore, though
now they have been displaced by their
Ukrainian cousins the quagga mussels

out deeper in the Bay along with their
fellow citizens from the Caspian sea like
the round goby. Out of sight, out of
mind.
And once again, Terry has felt the
sneaky invasions of harmful chemicals –
leaking into the water from the products
they facilitate – washing his skin as he
glides through the water on a swim. Fire
retardants and stain resisting chemicals
that save lives and carpets on the shore
cause mutations, inhibit reproduction
and growth or cause lesions in the
water. Terry also sees the plastic beads
and fibres from toiletries and clothes
sneaking into the waters of the Bay by
the billions. Mercury from coal fired
electricity-generating stations powering
the homes of the people on faraway
shores around the world litter the
liquid depths of Terry’s Bay. The world
is literally at his feet as the lapping
evening ripples wash his toes.
And the water is trending warmer
than Terry could ever recall. The

climate he feels is getting warmer with
wilder summer weather systems bringing
unusual deluges of water mixed with raw
sewage again into the Bay and a lack of
ice leaving once tranquil frozen coastlines
exposed to wild winter waves killing
fall’s fish eggs and evaporating away the
precious liquid. Terry doesn’t know it
is twenty percent of the world’s surface
fresh water; that is a fact for the scientists.
The nbi is again becoming nbish.
Terry still spends a lot of time in
the water each summer. He knows that
beneath the shimmering surface there
are still troubles and he wonders about
what we’re doing to our water in spite of
the obvious lessons from his grandfather.
He is now the grandfather and Terry is
telling his stories to his grandchildren -and they now see his tears.
The rejuvenating sun gleams off the
sparkling surface and warms him through
and through as he basks in the summer
heat. He will finish out his life on his
beloved Bay. You see, Terry is a turtle.

BUILDING EXCEPTIONAL COTTAGES
ON GEORGIAN BAY FOR OVER 25 YEARS
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IN MEMORIAM

In honour and memory of Josephine Mandamin
Josephine Mandamin was an
Anishinaabe grandmother, elder
and water activist involved
with the Mother Earth
Water Walkers. On
February 22, 2019,
Josephine died at the
age of 77. Josephine
leaves her husband
Andrew, 8 children,
13 grandchildren
and 16 greatgrandchildren.
“It’s with great
sadness that I
share on behalf
of the family,
that our auntie,
grandmother,
sister, mom,
friend has began
her journey to the
spirit world early this
morning. Biidasige
aka Josephine was an
amazing teacher that
opened that path for us to
stand up for our water and
Mother Earth.”
Stephanie Peltier, Niece
Dear Josephine,
Wife, Mother, Auntie, Sister, Leader, Inspiration
“You walked around the Great Lakes and the
Saint Lawrence River; tens of thousands of steps,
while walking yourself into the hearts of thousands:
thousands who now call you Grandmother. “If
no one noticed Nibi, maybe they would notice the
Water Walkers.” And they did! Every step raised
the vibration of the water. Every day bringing
more awareness to the water. Born leader, gentle
guidance, quiet yet fierce; composed. Your presence
said enough.”
Erin Archer, Friend, Water Protector

“Your Spirit is in everything that
we do. We will carry on your
work, caring for our Mother
Earth, walking to raise
awareness, connecting
people to the land.”
Miigwetch, Erin
One of the
people who I am
proudest to have
met is Josephine
Mandamin.
There are
those who grace
us with their
presence while
they are amongst
us and not given
enough attention.
They walk in
silence, but they
walk with a cause.
Indigenous author,
Mourning Dove, wrote,
“Everything on Earth
has a purpose, every disease
an herb to cure it, and every
person a mission.”
The world is a better place
because of Josephine Mandamin, from
Wikwemikong First Nation. She was a wellknown, respected elder and a water protector. Cofounding Mother Earth Water Walk, heading up the
Anishinabek Women’s Water Commission, and walking
along all the shores of not one, not two, not three,
but all five of our Great Lakes, for a total distance of
17,000 kilometres, was only part of her life’s mission.
While it is important to know that she captured the
attention of thousands of people around the world,
perhaps the most important mission she conquered was
preparing young Autumn Pelletier, her great-niece, to
take up the quest of protecting Mother Earth’s waters
throughout her own journey, as all strong leaders do.
Michael Mantha, Friend, MPP
for Algoma--Manitoulin

“Water is alive. It needs to be respected. We must recognize her as a living entity.”
Grandmother Josephine Mandamin
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Sustainable
architectural design

in a fragile environment
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The screened porch is partially enclosed but situated to maintain stunning views over open Georgian
Bay to the south, west and north: even during very strong winds by looking through the open glass
walls of the main spaces. On still days glass walls open to create an outdoor room combining spaces.

By John Stark
B. Arch., OAA., AAA, AIBC, F.R.A.I.C.
My interest in architecture, and the environment
began in grade school. In my teens, as my family realized
I was leaning towards being an architect, obstacles and
encouragements were offered, all with good intent.
My grandfather, book publisher John McClelland,
would say, “John, take a look at Toronto, all the buildings
that will ever be needed have already been built, there will
be no commissions available for an architect.” Meanwhile,
my grandmother would discretely slip me books on art,
buildings and design, from their library, for me to read at
home.
Our mother, (Betty Stark), a child psychologist, instilled
in each of her six kids a strong respect for, and admiration
of the natural world around us. As a cottaging family
for generations, we were fortunate to spend each July in
Georgian Bay, August in Muskoka.
Georgian Bay became the preferred summer location:
GEORGIAN BAY TODAY

initially as renters in Cognashene, then Go Home Bay
near the Stark family island. Our mother was strongly
committed to Georgian Bay; enjoying how it furthered the
environmental awareness she embraced.
In 1963, our family acquired a private island in the Snug
Harbour area of Carling Township. Our father, (Henry
Stark) thought it good experience for my brothers and me
to spend time building cottage structures in the summers
on the island. This boosted my interest in the Georgian Bay
landscape, and in spending as much time as possible on the
Bay.
In 1965, my first year in the University of Toronto
School of Architecture, after spending most of the year in
general architectural and related studies, the final design
studio assignment was to design a cottage on Georgian Bay:
on a real property, within sight of our family island. There
must have been a message in this. I have never looked back.
I graduated from TSA in 1970 and became a registered
architect in late 1973. I immediately set up an architectural
firm in partnership with a School of Architecture friend,
SPRING 2019 15

John Stark

“It is critical that buildings become part of the landscape merging into the island”

Natural materials: no stain or paint, weathered cedar shingles, natural aluminum window and door cladding.
Roof overhangs provide shelter from rain and control heat build up. Upper transom windows provide natural
ventilation. Interior comfort achieved using natural convection.
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“The buildings I’ve designed are simply a framework to experience
the natural beauty: the rocks, the trees, the wind, the water, and the sunsets”

Three separate buildings connected by an open porch that becomes an outdoor room. Buildings follow the
contours of the shoreline. True size is not apparent until you enter the space. Exterior colour merges with the
palette of the landscape. Glass walls appear black in daylight further reducing visual impact. Building is off grid.

GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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Alex Temporale. Over time, partners changed, we reached forty-five
employees and four partners but I was not enjoying the experience of heavy
administration, marketing and similar responsibilities. The bright points
were when corporate or commercial clients asked for a cottage design:
usually as a favour, because those smaller projects weren’t considered ‘real
work’ and better for juniors to handle. I would always keep those projects
for myself.
By chance I met David Foot, well respected Canadian author, economist
and demographer. His predictions caught my attention: prospects of the
coming digital age creating a new focus on time for recreational pursuits
in the population. I thought about how recreational development, if
poorly handled, could threaten the Georgian Bay I knew and loved. While
Georgian Bay landscape can appear hostile and threatening to some, it is
very fragile and, once damaged, difficult to restore.
Sensing potential for an architect with my interests, I made a strategic
decision to create a continuation of my practice in my own smaller firm.
I focused only on design work that I really enjoyed as my business plan.
Immediately joined by technical associates requesting an opportunity for
the same move, this became a good decision for me. At that time, architects
were not commonly designing cottages; they were involved in what was
considered much more significant commissions such as retail, commercial,
community and industrial projects, which my firm continues to carry out
across Canada. So, I saw an opportunity. I focused exclusively on residential
recreational design. I have created more than 200 (71 off grid) island
projects, most on Georgian Bay.
My wife Chris and I were fortunate to acquire a small private island
forty years ago not far from our family island in Carling Township. More
recently, once our three children moved on, we relocated from Toronto to
the Beaver Valley area. Trips to our offices in the GTA are seldom required.
I work from a home office in Beaver Valley in winter and at our island from
June through September. Our island is off grid with solar and wind power
generation and wireless Internet for my work.

Architect John Stark in his home in the Beaver Valley where he lives
and works in the winter months.
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I believe that we are not truly owners of
our islands. We are simply stewards for the
next generation, whether another generation
of family or future owners; this is key to my
work. As such, we must respect the natural
geography and have no right to change it
by blasting Canadian Shield rock, removing
trees, clearing vegetation, or building
buildings that try to take visual precedence
over the natural features of the Bay. I
encourage clients to remember why they are
there; not for resale value or being bigger
and better than neighbours or friends, it is
being at the place and enjoying what it has
to offer while protecting the natural qualities
that bring us there. Keeping that in mind, as
designs unfold, makes it simpler to respond
to specific sites. The building should serve
as a framework to support the enjoyment of
the place. It is not about the building itself.
The buildings I’ve designed are simply a
framework to experience the natural beauty:
the rocks, the trees, the wind, the water, and
the sunsets.
SPRING 2019

‘Great room’ featuring kitchen, dining and sitting areas. ‘Lift and slide’ glass panels allow entire building to convert
to screen porch. Italian import kitchen features hidden appliances.
It wasn’t until I was recruited to serve as a Director
(2000), President (2005-07) and now Advisor of the
Georgian Bay Land Trust that I realized how many of us
who are Georgian Bay connected feel the same way. My
work for GBLT is another story, but it directly influenced
my design approach.
I am fortunate to have worked with clients on superb
Georgian Bay properties on previously undeveloped sites
as well as redevelopment of established cottages needing
updating or expansion. I find that in redevelopment the
best sites have, almost always, already been chosen and
should be respected. I am currently involved in design
of two island projects where my clients wish to retain
as much as possible of original buildings while making
appropriate and needed changes; these are projects I enjoy
very much. Sustainability in design is enhanced when repurposing can be achieved. And even more importantly,
extensive use of wood in construction reduces carbon
emission through sequestering of harvested wood: an
GEORGIAN BAY TODAY

important consideration.
Siting is where it all starts. When asked to design
a project, I insist that the first meeting occur on site in
order to judge whether the ideas and requirements will
sensitively meet what is important to the landscape, and,
usually do, because most clients share my views. I am
very respectful of municipal zoning standards; these are
in place to assist with the very same values and are to be
of assistance, not an obstacle, in siting buildings in this
fragile landscape.
While I refer to this as ‘work’, it should probably be
called ‘my passion’. I plan to continue to design places for
those who share my approach as long as they continue
to ask me to do it. What would I do without this passion
being fulfilled? And while we’re at it, we can help to
preserve this unique and fragile environment, which is
largely untouched by development, for generations to
come.
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FISHING THE BAY...

seventy-eight years and counting!

Diane Oille landing a rainbow trout at the mouth of the Beaver River in Thornbury (2005)
By Diane Oille
I have been fishing on Georgian Bay for 78 years. I began
at the age of four around the Bad River, one of the Western
Outlets of the French River with my father and grandfather.
We fished every afternoon until we had enough pickerel for
dinner that evening. We had no refrigeration, so we just kept
enough for one meal. My sister and I used a net to catch
minnows in the morning and that was what we used for bait.
We always fished from a boat in the same place at the bottom
of the current. There were several rules that were strictly
enforced: no noise, no talking, and no moving around in the
boat. Also, we were not to rest our rod on the side of the
boat as it suppressed the subtle pickerel’s nibble. We used the
‘bottom bumping’ technique, which is, letting the line out just
enough for the hook to ‘bump’ the bottom, and then reeling
it up a few inches. If you caught a catfish, your minnow was
resting on the bottom; catfish were not acceptable. We only
kept pickerel. Sometimes, just for fun, we would go over
to the shoals in front of the cottage and cast for bass, but
we never kept any of those. When we had enough fish for
dinner, we would head back to the cottage and my father and
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grandfather would clean the fish while the women and kids
sat on the rocks and watched with wonder.
Our cottage on Georgian Bay had no electricity, no
running water and no inside facilities. We did have an icebox
but we could only get ice for it when Gauthier’s Fisheries
was operating on the next island. It was a two-hour boat
ride across the Bay or up the rapids to where our car was
parked, so grocery shopping was not an option. We cooked
everything on a kerosene/white gasoline stove that had to
be pumped up and my grandmother had a metal box that she
put on the burners to bake bread and pies. We used Coleman
lanterns after dark. We picked blueberries every few days
and my grandmother made blueberry pies. I hated picking
blueberries because we nearly always had close encounters
with rattlesnakes. We had eggs and a side of bacon that was
hung from the ceiling in the kitchen; evidently, those two
things didn’t need to be refrigerated. We used powdered milk
and always had a few tins of Spam just in case we couldn’t
catch enough fish. Thankfully, this was never a problem and
the Spam remained untouched for the summer.
SPRING 2019

Some of my fondest memories of our summers at the Bad
River were the days that we went out in the lifting boats with
the commercial fishermen from Gauthier’s. They were pound
net fishermen and we would spend the day keeping out of
their way while they pulled in nets loaded with whitefish,
pickerel, lake trout, pike, sturgeon, catfish and redfins. On a
good day, in the fall, they would sometimes catch six or seven
tons in one net. Only trout and sturgeon had to be cleaned
before shipping. All others were only boxed, iced and then
shipped by rail from Key Harbour on the spur line Jitney
service. Once, when my sister and I were out lifting nets
with them, there was a 100-pound sturgeon in the net and
after they cleaned it they gave us the heart to take home. It
was still beating.

(L-R) Dr. John Oille (Diane’s grandfather),
Aunt Lucille Oille Wells, and sisters Jane,
Helen and Diane at their island cottage at the
Bad River (western outlet of the French River)
in 1948. The catch is pickerel.
Diane Oille with her grandfather 1939

I learned how to fly fish at the Caledon Mountain
Trout Club. My grandparents used to take me there on
weekends when I was at boarding school in Toronto. My
grandfather tied all his own flies and showed me how to tie a

few basic ones, though I don’t fly fish very much anymore.
These days I still enjoy fishing. I fish every spring and
fall with two of my three sons in the rivers that flow into
southern Georgian Bay: the Pretty, the Beaver and the
Nottawasaga. We drift fish with a noodle rod, float reel, 3 lb.
test leader, float, swivel, split shot, tiny hook and roe bags or
salmon eggs. In the spring, we fish for rainbow trout and in
the fall we fish for salmon.
One thing I always have in my very well stocked tackle
box is a pair of bolt cutters ever since I put a barbed hook
right through my thumb while I was trying to release a
fish.
I could hardly believe how quickly and
easily it went right through one side of my
thumb and out the other, just like butter.
Fortunately, my son had a pair of bolt
cutters in his tackle box and was able to
cut off the barb and back the hook out of
my thumb before we carried on fishing.
These days we mostly catch and release so
we have pressed down the barbs on most
of our hooks.
I have two sons and
two grandsons who love
to fish. Together, we have
spent countless hours
fishing from a boat or
casting from the shore. We
have fished from dawn to
dusk, sometimes talking,
sometimes not. I am sure
that there is absolutely
no way they would have
spent that much time with
me doing anything else;
who knew that fishing
could become a mother’s
and grandmother’s greatest
visitation opportunity? There
is no better way to spend a
day together and if we catch
a few fish, well that is just
a bonus. What other sport can you do with your kids for
over fifty years? Maybe downhill skiing?

The GIFT of reading
Subscribe online with the security of PayPal or mailed cheque
1 year (4 issues) $15 / 2 years (8 issues) $20
The power of the printed word on paper

Explore our past * celebrate our culture * share our concerns * inform our future
THE BIRD ROOM PRESS 5 Little Ave. Tor. ON M9N 1K3

www.georgianbaytoday.ca
GEORGIAN BAY TODAY

SPRING 2019 21

Stanley Boats:

Georgian Bay boat-building renaissance

By Steven Duff
Time was that Georgian Bay was inhabited by
boats built on and specifically for it: Richardsons,
Grews, Norses. And from nearby Muskoka came
SeaBirds, Dukes, and the occasional Ditchburn.
Such variety…and then along came fiberglass and
resulting standardization, and in a decade, most good
old “woodies” disappeared. And so did boat-building
on Georgian Bay.
This is where Parry Sound’s Bill Connor entered
the picture. His family had a cottage at TwelveMile Bay. He grew up in an age of childhood
independence free of any form of social media, an
age when kids could go off on their own for hours in
canoes, rowboats, or small outboards, exploring or
creating their own amusements, and nobody worried.
It was a time of privilege, balanced by responsibility,
and Bill considers his upbringing as a major factor in
his success.
Bill Connor originally worked as a geologist in
the oil patch, and was instrumental in discovering
two major oil deposits.
And then came a slow-
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down in the oil industry and Bill decided to move to
Parry Sound, with an eye on some sort of business
enterprise. This, of course, was a risky business, but
Bill was not averse to risk, besides which, he enjoyed
moving about.
In the late seventies, Simon Stanley had
established a machine shop on Parry Sound’s Louisa
St., one of whose specialties was metal fabrication.
Bill, at the time needed a boat that could carry
anything – building supplies, for example – without
doing bodily harm to the boat’s interior, as well as
a vessel that could stand rough handling. And so,
Bill had Stanley build him a boat of heavy-grade
aluminum and, although he had no experience in
welding or fabrication, he was intrigued by the
process and bought the business in 1988 when
Simon Stanley decided to retire, as his health was
deteriorating.
Bill Connor continued the business out of
the little machine shop on Louisa St; as with any
fledgling business under new ownership, there were
some challenges, especially as the company specialty
was now boats. The lead hand had left, taking some
customers with him, and there was a period of tough
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Stanley Boats are regular and prominent exhibitors at the Toronto International Boat Show.

times until 1994, when the operation was firmly back
on its feet with a developing dealer base. At the time,
Kropf Industries, located just south of Parry Sound,
had been in the boat business, but was concentrating
more and more on heavy equipment, such as hydraulic
boat trailers and similar apparatus. So, Bill bought
Kropf ’s boat division and associated assets, a move
which added to his growing portfolio of dealers.
Clearly, the little shop on Louisa St. was now
beyond capacity, but a new opportunity arose in 1999.
On the eastern side of the town was a pallet factory
with a tract of surplus land, eminently suitable for the
establishment of a boat-building plant. Then-Mayor
Wilf Sabourin was pro-business and the prospect of
a growing industry in a town which, over the years,
had lost most of its industries, held a great appeal
for him. He fully supported Bill Connor’s proposed
project for a new boat factory on the surplus land and
brought Georgian Bay Engineering in for a threeday conference in which plans were made for the
necessary infrastructure with hydro, gas, water, and
sewage services. The new facility opened in 2001 to
accommodate what was becoming a very big business,
a business now so large as to require division into
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departments for proper operation. A naval architect,
an engineer, a human resources manager, and a health
and safety manager were all hired; painting and
upholstery departments were established, and from
all this evolved a pool of about fifty employees. Now,
fifty employees in a town of 6500 makes a considerable
economic impact when you consider property taxes,
water and sewage expenses, and general participation
in the local economy in terms of shopping, groceries,
and so forth.
Workers at Stanley Boats (the original name was
retained) are certified in both steel and aluminum
fabrication. The original intention was to service
the commercial market and soon the outreach of the
near-bulletproof Stanley Boats was spreading all over
North America. The U.S. Park Service, by way of
example, has a large fleet of Stanley Boats, and if you
see one in the Florida Everglades, do not be surprised
to find a bit of Parry Sound in such an unlikely
location. Other commercial clients have included
Ontario Hydro, the Ministry of Natural Resources, the
Ontario Provincial Police, and state agencies in New
York, Maryland, Florida, and Michigan, plus the city
of Charleston, North Carolina. A large international
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market exists all over the U.S., South America, and parts
of Europe; there is even a distributor in Stockholm that
serves Sweden, Finland, and Denmark. A Stanley on
the Baltic would look right at home, so similar is the
coastline to that of Georgian Bay.
Stanley Boats became a regular
feature at the Toronto Boat Show.
A cottager visiting the show, asked
about buying one, as he needed
what amounted to an ocean-going
pick-up truck. Thus, a market was
opened up for recreational boaters,
as there were several models already
appropriately configured. In fact,
with all the variances available, the
Stanley catalogue now numbers an
astonishing 220 models. Interestingly,
20 to 25 percent of Stanley boats
are sold to women, a certain seal of
approval.

Georgian Bay boatbuilding is now back,
and Stanley Boats are
a regular and welcome
fixture in our waters,
presenting, not a vision of
elegance as in the old days,
but one of practicality,
ruggedness, and character.

One of the great success stories
in the Stanley narrative is what might be termed a
small-scale landing craft, complete with a drop-down
bow ramp. This presented a unique challenge in terms
of design; in its basic form, the vessel was simply a
motorized barge with a square bow that was both slow
and not sea-kindly. Contractors do not like to spend
an enormous amount of time moving to building sites,

A side panel is hoisted into place and
welded.
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but after dint of much design work, trial and error, and
eight prototypes, a hull in the form of a modified V was
adopted, enabling higher speeds, improved performance,
and eliminating all the exasperations of slow
transportation. These vessels have become extremely
popular, and are even available with an all-weather
wheelhouse.
One interesting application of the
“landing craft” is in fire and rescue
service because of their high speed
and capacity for carrying fire-fighting
equipment. Like other Stanley boats,
these are a familiar sight in our own
waters. And one, in fact, has just been
shipped to the Cayman Islands.

Stanley Boats are built generally
of marine-grade aluminum, ¼ inch
on the bottom and 3/16 on the
sides, although other thicknesses are
available. Aluminum boats tend to
be noisy, with all manner of rattlings
and buzzings, but noise-abatement steps have been taken
and now, when you ride in a Stanley, you can carry on a
conversation without raising your voice.
Although the brand name is Stanley, the company is
now known, appropriately, as Connor Industries. Part
of the business is construction of trailers specific to

Welding at the bow.

Some customers prefer their new
boats to be painted rather than
presented in plain aluminum. Here
is a new boat in the paint shop.
SPRING 2019

each boat, so a customer can depart
with a complete turn-key package
without all sorts of hunting around.
In addition, Stanley Boats are
certified by Transport Canada, the
Canadian Coast Guard, and the U.S.
Coast Guard: ringing endorsements
indeed.
Connor Industries is a company
that believes in giving back to the
community, and in that connection
supports 28 charities. In fact, Bill
Connor is a past recipient of the Paul
Harris Award, presented by the Rotary
Club in recognition of his company’s
contribution to the community.
Thanks to Bill Connor’s vision,
initiative, and enthusiasm, Georgian Bay
boat-building is now back, and Stanley
Boats are a regular and welcome
fixture in our waters, presenting, not
a vision of elegance as in the old days,
but one of practicality, ruggedness,
and character, what I like to call
“serious boats”. With all the approval
of government agencies, they must be
serious.

One of the great success
stories in the Stanley narrative
is what might be termed
a small-scale landing craft,
complete with a drop down
bow ramp

For inquiries about Stanley Boats: Desmasdons Boatworks: 705 366 BOAT or Beacon Marine: 705 366 2581

Alterations are sometimes done Small fry – a new little vessel receives Almost finished – a utility boat for the
to existing boats. A vessel is being finishing touches. Regardless of size, Canadian Coast Guard.
retrofitted with a new stern shelter. all Stanley boats are built with the
same care and precision.
GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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Peter Koetsier began his term as Mayor of the Township of
Georgian Bay with a commitment to, “prioritize what is best
for the whole Township, environment and residents alike,
balancing immediate needs with long-term sustainability”
Inaugural Address, December 3, 2018
By Peter Koetsier
Thank you to everyone joining us this morning as we
begin our next Council term.
Thank you to Bill Cooper, our piper, and Michael
Duben, our officiant, as well Jessica Gunby, Laurie
Kennard and Jennifer Schnier and staff for handling all
the arrangements.
I am sure I am speaking for all Council members
when I thank our supporters, all those who took an
interest in the election, those who voted, and the
staff who worked very hard to make the election
happen. Democracy means elections, and elections
are hard work. The support of everyone is greatly
appreciated.
I would also like to thank those who ran against
us for their dedication to our Township. Thank
you to the prior Council, and the Councils before
them, from whom we are receiving the torch of
responsibility for the governance of our Township
of Georgian Bay. Their service is well appreciated.
The standard has been set high for all of us.
Our Council represents, and works on behalf
of, all residents of the Township of Georgian Bay.
That includes not only those who voted for us, but all
members of the many communities that make up our
Township. We must consider those who live here, those
who work here, and those who wish they could spend
more time here. Our goal should be to find
solutions that work well for everyone
in our Township.
I would like to add that
we should also govern
on behalf of future
generations. We should
consider the longterm consequences
of the decisions
that we will be
making, and the
direction we will
be setting. Our
outlook should
be much
longer than
just the next
four years.
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We have an opportunity to create a positive and
inclusive Council. We bring a broad range of knowledge,
experience, and values in service to our communities. By
carefully considering each other’s perspective, becoming
well-informed, being far-sighted and fair, and acting with
respect and integrity, I am confident we can provide the
leadership our residents seek, and deserve.
Our region has a long and rich
history. These lands
and waters are the
traditional homeland
of the Ojibway and
Huron / Wendat
Nations, and now
include communities
from the Mohawk,
Pottawatomi and
Metis Nations.
We acknowledge
their stewardship
throughout the
ages, and their
continued presence
amongst us.
We have been
served by canoe routes
and forest trails, lake
steamers and railways,
and now highways
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and roads. More importantly, we have been, and are, served
by all those who work, and the many who volunteer, in
our Township. Some of our families go back many many
generations in this area, while some are relative newcomers.
What we all have in common is our love and appreciation
of the lands and waters, the rock, the trees and plants, the
sky, and the wildlife all around us. Our environment has
provided for us, in so many ways, for centuries. The natural
world surrounding us is vitally important to everyone.
What is best for the environment is what is best for all of
us.
We all have a responsibility - Council, staff, residents,
and visitors - to look out for both our human and non-

human neighbours. We should strive to make sure that
any application put forward, any report considered, any
delegation received, any policy contemplated, and ultimately
any decision made, will prioritize what is best for the whole
Township, environment and residents alike, balancing
immediate needs with long-term sustainability.
I am confident your Council will work very hard, as a
team, with respect and integrity, with care and perspective,
listening to all voices, to be the best Council we can
possibly be.
Thank you to everyone for allowing us, for encouraging
us, to serve you, to help you move our Township forward
together.

DOCKS AND BOAT LIFTS

lift

Light weight & aﬀordable

705 562 3201

Wasaga Beach Collingwood Thornbury
Jen Scholte, Broker
72 Hurontario St. Collingwood, ON, L9Y 2L8
www.JenScholte.com
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Publisher’s call for
editorial content in
Georgian Bay Today
If you have a story that explores
our past, celebrates our culture,
shares our concerns or informs our
future, we invite your submissions
for consideration.
The Georgian Bay Today Vision:
Capture the ‘Soul of the Bay’
through passionate, authentic,
informed written-word storytelling
and powerful imagery
It is the best purpose of our
publication to amplify the voices of
‘The Bay’ that share passion for the
health and beauty of our natural
environment, our rich culture and
our remarkable lifestyles.

Forward suggestion, ideas,
articles, images to:peter@
georgianbaytoday.info

POWER of ROWING
George Rossiter

POSTER
Created by illustrator Penny Barr

Powerful message of physical well-being,
respect for water and mindfulness:
a Georgian Bay classic:
the Loudon
11 x 14”
signed by George Rossiter

$12

PayPal secure payment or cheque
georgianbaytoday.ca
5 Little Ave.Tor.M9N 1K3
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“It is to the younger members
of this club that our future must
depend. Their outlook must be
clear and distinct. They may
live in crowded cities and sleep
under slated roofs but they will
live much longer if they can
get a glimpse occasionally of
forest trees, tumbling water,
bare rocks and the open sky.”
Professor W.J. Loudon (1860-1951),
from the Madawaska Club
Chronicles 1923-1948
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small craft delights:
Did you get to the Boat Show?

By Tom Martin, Nares Inlet

Did you get to the Toronto
International Boat Show? The weather
often makes it a struggle to get there and
this year was no exception. Nevertheless,
once there, while exhausting, I always
enjoy it and, usually visit at least three
times. There is just so much to see and
so many people to talk to. And once you
start talking boats and Georgian Bay...
well... the time goes quickly - hence three
visits minimum. And, who knows, I might
find something I ‘need’ for the fleet.
Wandering around one of the largest
boat shows in North America at one’s
leisure is a great luxury. The ever-present
smell of fresh polyester resin of new
fiberglass boats isn’t my favourite smell.
It just doesn’t compare to the lovely scent
of pine, cedar or oak wood shavings. I
guess I’m showing my age with this
thought. The show is both invigorating
and exhausting to wander around for
eight hours. To relax, you can go to
the ‘pool’ and watch people kayaking,
paddling on stand up paddle boards, trick
wakeboarding or the amusing spectacle of
racing seafleas powered by propane fuelled
Laura Simpson’s

COLDWATER AUTO PARTS LTD
Complete line of automotive accessories and performance parts
‘We make hydraulic hoses’

Serving South Georgian Bay
for over 36 years
6 Sturgeon Bay Rd. Coldwater

email: coldauto@rogers.com ~ web: coldwaterauto.ca

705 686 7425

Mon
- Fri
Sat8:00
8:00
- 4.00
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- Fri8:00
8:00 -- 6:00
6:00 Sat
- 5:00
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5 horsepower engines. They struggle
to get up on the plane, but once up, do
manage to go along at a moderate clip.
All of this in a hockey rink used by the
Toronto Marlies of the AHL which gets
converted to a four foot deep ‘lake’ for the
show.
I had a great chat with Scott Hanson
of Rossiter Boats. All is well there after
a hiccup last summer. Scott has several
ideas he is working on for new models
and improvements to existing boats.
Rossiter’s are made locally in Markdale
just south of the Bay. About half of their
production is exported to the US. Scott is
one of very few production boat builders
left in Canada. He deserves a lot of credit
and support for what he has done with the
brand and what he is doing for Canada.
So, if you are looking for a new powerboat
or rowboat, be sure to check out his
offerings.
In a past article, I mentioned Stanley
and Kemp welded aluminum boats made
in Parry Sound and Pointe au Baril
respectively. I should also have mentioned
Henley boats from Manitoulin Island.

Both Stanley and Henley were at the
show as well as Silver Streak Boats from
Sooke, B.C. All of these builders make
high quality welded aluminum boats and
deserve a really serious look if you are in
the market for such a boat.
I had great fun at the Volvo Penta
and Evinrude displays, playing with their
simulators piloting a twin-engine craft
both at speed and docking with their
joystick controls. I was there far longer
than I should have been but it was pretty
cool. Electronic games for adults?
I expected to see a few more electric
boat offerings but saw less than previous
years. Maybe I missed them as they
are still a niche product but that will
change. I’m going to try to get my
hands on a Torqueedo outboard this
summer, to experiment with, on a small
aluminum boat for short distance use.
The Torqueedos are made in Germany.
The company was started in 2005. The
growth in their product line and market
acceptance over the past 15 years has been
amazing, particularly in Europe.
When I was 10 years old, my great
uncle Philip Ketchum told me he was
going to lend me his 10-foot Dory style
outboard called Aida which had an early
50’s 5 HP Johnson on it. Tragically,
uncle Phil died a few days later before
he could get it to me. At the time,
embarrassingly to admit, I was just as
upset at not getting Aida as I was about
losing my kind great Uncle. Some years
later, I acquired a similar vintage 5 H.P
as a gift. The thing spewed gas and
oil into the drink, so despite my desire
to have fun with this near antique, my
conscience wouldn’t allow me to, due to
its polluting habits. I donated it to the
Huronia Museum in Midland for display
purposes. While I have had a few much
cleaner gas engines since then, I do think
electrics for small boats will eventually
take over much of the market. Some
boaters have used electric fishing motors
with traditional lead acid batteries with
SPRING 2019

Toronto
International
Boat Show
another success:
Georgian Bay
Today was there

Sherry Giddings, Editor of Georgian Bay Today with Tom Martin (Toronto/
Nares Inlet), regular contributor to Georgian Bay Today (Small Craft
Delights) at the Georgian Bay Today exhibit, featuring a new-look glossy
magazine format and new graphic displays.
success but I think the way of the future
is with the built-in lithium type batteries
as on the smaller Torqueedos. Larger
models will likely use larger ‘built in’
lithium batteries much like a built-in fuel
tank. The maintenance free feature, the
clean and quiet operation, and the lack
of hassle with these small motors will, I
believe, lead to greater acceptance despite
their high cost.
I’m spending several weeks in
Australia and New Zealand this winter
and can’t wait to see what I’ll see in small
craft while there. Did you know that New
Zealand is really the mother of all jet
boats and drives? The Kiwi’s have been
real pioneers in this technology with their
Hamilton Jets. I think we have a day of

jet boating on our itinerary. That should
be a fun experience and hopefully, a small
craft delight!
We travel by cruise ship between the
two countries. On the last ship I was on,
crossing the Atlantic, I admired one of
the 15-foot tenders, a very stout looking
15-foot, deep-V outboard made by Henske.
It looked like a fine little boat for the Bay.
As I walked the decks for exercise while
at sea, I couldn’t stop grinning at the prop
on one of the larger twin-engine lifeboats.
Someone had written ‘port’ on one of the
prop blades but crossed it out and written
‘starboard’. You had to wonder what
would happen if they actually had to use
the thing. Thankfully, we didn’t need to
try it to find out.
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The Toronto International
Boat Show was held at the
Enercare Centre at Exhibition
place in Toronto January 18 - 27.
The TIBS is highly regarded
within the marine manufacturers
and retailers as the flagship
economic indicator for the
boating industry in Canada.
The Show attendance totalled
73,464: down 5% from 2018,
having experienced 8 out of the
10 days with major snowfall,
ice and extreme cold across the
province effecting travel for
show-goers. Demand for exhibit
space was the highest in recent
history and many exhibitors
reported strong sales results.
There were over 1200 boats
on display, 550 exhibitors, 250plus seminars and workshops, as
well as thousands of accessories
and services in the marine
market place.
This year, the Show hosted a
major event: the Toronto Indoor
Wakeboard Championship, held
in the world’s largest indoor lake.
Also new for 2019, the
Toronto show introduced a
successful Women’s Day: a full
program of seminars, workshops,
on-water docking lessons and
in-vehicle trailering: attended by
over 100 women.
Georgian Bay Today was at
the Boat Show as an exhibitor,
showing off their new ‘glossy
magazine’ format and new
exhibit graphics. For publisher
Peter Wood, it was 8 successful
days: 1. Generating editorial
content 2. Connecting with
new writers 3. Connecting with
potential advertisers 4. Selling
over 50 new subscriptions, 5.
Distributing over 400 current
and past issues of GBT.
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