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IAN BROWN
Ian Brown is a journalist, author and a radio and TV host. He has published
four books and is best known for The Boy in the Moon: A Father’s Search
for His Disabled Son. In 2010 it won the British Columbia National Award
for Canadian Non-Fiction and also the Charles Taylor Prize.

ARTIST
JOHN HARTMAN
IAN BROWN ABOVE
GO HOME LAKE,
2017 Oil on linen,
60” x 66”

Ian said to me that there was a point of land, on an island on the outside
edge of Go Home Bay in Georgian Bay that he would like in his portrait. It
was not his property, it was the cottage property of a friend that he and his
wife Johanna and their two children had rented. He said that it provided
a spectacular view to the open water of Georgian Bay across to the Pine
Islands and then out as far as Christian and Hope Islands. This was very
much the view that Frederick Varley painted in his iconic masterpiece,
Stormy Weather, Georgian Bay. He said that the broad and smooth open
rock at the front of the island was a perfect place to paint watercolours and
then to jump in the water if the summer heat was too much.
I sketched and photographed the island in late November, in a bit of a rush,
not long before the ice formed, but I painted it as if it was summer.
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Peter, by Carole Freeman

FROM THE EDITOR

Revelations from
six Georgian Bay artists

Georgian Bay
as Muse: six artists
inspired by the Bay is
the theme of this issue
of our publication. It
is a visual celebration
of the beauty of Georgian Bay: an ‘Art Collectors Edition’: a
keepsake: time off from worldly concerns: a winter hibernation
from ‘issues’: a time for reflection on reverence for nature.
It is, after all, the artists who help us to fall in love with nature.
They are equipped with a persuasive bag of tricks like colour
and design and all the other principles of art at their disposal.
They are the ones who reveal the order, the purpose and the
beauty of nature. They are the ones who sanctify a landscape
by rendering it on canvas.
(Peter Wood, Georgian Bay Today, Summer 2016, Issue # 113)
The artists presented are well established. They have shared
their unique vision of the Bay in past issues of Georgian Bay
Today during our humble beginnings as a tabloid on newsprint
without the benefit of our new format and higher quality
reproductions. We believe that it is worthwhile to re-issue their
work together as a celebration of the uniquely human impulse
to create art and to serve the equally powerful human desire
for aesthetic experience uninterrupted by water levels, climate
crisis or local politics. In each case, we have added new works
by the artist.
Georgian Bay is the central motif in each of these collections.
All of the artists work in traditional techniques and materials,
selected not simply on competence but by virtue of a unique,
personal and contemporary vision. Their work is original without
being submerged in a nebulous avant-garde quest. In order to
satisfy our need for ‘categories’ to help us understand art, these
artists might be described as ‘traditional modernists’. This ‘group
of six’ is not bound together by painting style or by social group.
They are bound together by Georgian Bay. Their works evoke
deep emotions because the archetypes of wilderness and
landscape reside in the Canadian psyche.
It is our mandate at Georgian Bay Today to balance editorial
content between themes of nature, culture and recreation. In
the course of our explorations, we have become aware that we
are striving to reveal the ‘essence’ of the Bay: to understand
what it is about this place that has enchanted us and inspired
generations of artists. We call this search the ‘Soul of the Bay’.
4 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY

What better way to penetrate that theme than through the work
of these distinguished artists? Making art is an act of creation,
of bringing something into being. It is, in itself, an act of love that
can astonish us. These artists help us to understand our natural
environment but more importantly, to love it and thereby inspire
us to protect it.
From John Hartman’s expressionist paintings of the ‘home
landscape’ to Ron Bolt’s astonishing photo realist images of
Painted Rocks to Jon Butler’s Zen-like meditative photographs
of the birth of the LaCloche Mountains to Ed Bartram’s
‘Rockscapes documenting primordial forces of nature to
Alan Stein’s playful juxtaposition of memory and reality to
George McLean’s remarkable draughtsmanship and reverent,
penetrating views of wildlife, this collection is a revelation to all
of us.
For this Art Collectors Edition of Georgian Bay Today,
‘seeing’ is the priority rather than reading. For that reason
we have made the pictures our priority so that we can take
a moment off from our cares to contemplate the beauty of
Georgian Bay. Our layout formula is: generosity of space for
images with the luxury of white space. For the full texts, many in
the artists own words, readers are directed to our new website
www.georgianbaytoday.ca. All past issues featuring these artists
(and others) are available to read on our site. Advertisers should
take particular note that we are including their ads on our site in
gratitude for their support.
This collection is by no means definitive nor is it
comprehensive. There are many artists out there who are
inspired by this natural, national treasure known as Georgian
Bay. We hope to meet them all and honour their work on our
pages.
Viewing art is a pleasurable aesthetic experience. Paintings
have no ‘best before date’. They can be experienced over
and over again with new discoveries in each viewing. We hope
to see copies of this special edition on coffee tables, screen
porches, cottages and on boats around the Bay: ‘eye candy’
sprinkled from Collingwood to Killarney and beyond.
It is a gift of art and may you all fall in love with nature, again
and again.
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JOHN HARTMAN

JOHN HARTMAN in his Lafontaine studio. Photo by Peter Wood

Bio

By Peter Wood

JOHN HARTMAN, LAFONTAINE
John was born in 1950 in Midland,
Ontario. He first earned a reputation for
his inventive, large-scale landscapes with
the exhibition Painting the Bay in 1993.
He gained national and international
attention with Big North, an exhibition
which toured Canada from 1997 to 2002
and Cities which toured Canada and
overseas from 2007 to 2009. In March
2020 his new exhibition of portraits of
Canadian authors, Many Lives Mark
This Place, will open at the McMichael
Canadian Art Collection.

JOHN
HARTMAN
self portrait.

It is John Hartman’s view that everybody has a ‘home
landscape.’ It’s the most important place of your childhood,
that place where you grew up. It’s the place that you refer
to, compare other places to and always come back to. For
him, the home landscape is Georgian Bay. It gave him his
sense of scale, light, space and proportion: the elements
that are essential to making a painting. Georgian Bay gave
him his reason to paint.
The home landscape for Hartman was nourished in the
rich atmosphere of the Thirty Thousand Island near Twelve
Mile Bay where he spent his childhood as a camper at
Camp Hurontario. The camp had an art program led by
professional artists that encouraged children to investigate
the world around them through painting. They also had a
biologist on staff that facilitated exploration of the natural
world from a scientific point of view. He has fond memories
of excursions to inland lakes. “We would go with one of
those little minnow nets and walk out on the sphagnum
moss and. “the biologist would show us what was there
and talk about their role in the environment. He introduced
that the idea that the world was a constantly changing
thing” A child’s imagination had been stirred, his curiosity
piqued and the seeds of an intimate relationship with his
home landscape had been planted.

To read the article in its entirety please go to georgianbaytoday.ca - FALL 2016
georgianbaytoday.ca
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ANN MACINTOSH DUFF
AT SCOTCH PINE ISLAND
2014
Oil on linen 34 x 36 inches
For close to seventy years Ann has spent her summers living
and working, making wonderfully considered water colour
paintings, on this small island near Pte au Baril. The cottage,
a simple frame building, faces the open water. At the back of
the island in a protected bay, there is a dock and between the
dock and the cottage but on the waters edge is Ann’s studio.
It is here, after a day of contemplating a watercolour idea that
Ann would soak a sheet of paper, lay it on a board and before
the sheet had dried, and the daylight disappeared, she would
have a finished painting.

DORIS MCCARTHY
SHAWANAGA TO
NORGATE
2014
Oil on linen
60 x 66 inches
Doris is one of Canada’s most
beloved artists. She built her
own cottage on a property on the
northern edge of the sound that
gives Parry Sound its name, just
at the upper left edge of the horizon in this painting. Doris worked,
making paintings at her island and
on the surrounding islands every
summer. Doris was nothing if not
determined, so I have painted her
with her chin pushed forward.

6 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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SUSAN SWAN
AND THE WESTERN ISLANDS
2017
Oil on linen 66 x 60 inches
Susan and I grew up in the same town, Midland, Ontario. We
shared much the same experience growing up and definitely
we still share the same home landscape; the low rocky
islands of the eastern shore of Georgian Bay, the beaches of
Nottawasaga Bay, and the town of Midland. It is these locations that are the settings of my two favourite books of hers,
The Last of the Golden Girls and The Western Light.
When I painted Susan I wanted to get all the local places
that are part of these two novels into one painting, and after
two boat trips to the Western Islands I had the sketches I
needed. But it was a comment that Susan made about how
important the local library was to her and Richard Wright, another Midland author, when they were growing up, that made
me realize I needed to put the library in the painting. This all
led me to create a rather fantastical landscape backdrop for
her portrait, with distortions of scale and a very high viewing
point, but all true to our shared home landscape.

ED TONELLO’S FISH CAMP
2014
Oil on linen 66 x 93 inches
Ed Tonello and his wife Tibby run a
fishery out of Britt, Ontario. They have
a fish camp on the southern end of the
Churchill Islands. I have painted Ed’s portrait above his camp, looking down past
their shed and their cabin, out across the
water toward Champlain Island and on
the left toward Free Drinks Island. Ed’s
fishing tug, the Barbara B. is approaching
the island. In the protected harbour Ed’s
smaller fishing boats are moored at the
docks. A blue plastic bin holds two blue
back herring. Splitting tables, old nets,
rubber tires and a cement mixer are all
scattered across the rocks, placed where
they were last used or left for their next
use. Two of Ed’s sons stand to either
side, looking on. They come to help Ed
and Libby and the day that I visited their
families were there as well, making the
camp a busy place.

georgianbaytoday.ca
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McNabb
Home Building Centre
22 Seguin St. Parry Sound 705 746 2147
“We specialize in deliveries to barges on Georgian Bay. We carry the best quality
building materials that never need to be returned by boat based on poor quality”

We live, work and play on Georgian Bay

Georgian Bay Books
New books/Local authors/Events/Special orders

247 King St. Midland

Sarah Kenney 705 526 4750 Sandy Dunsford
Mon - Sat 9:30am - 6pm

geobaybooks@hotmail.com

Sun - 11am - 4pm

www.georgianbaybooks.ca

DOCKS AND BOAT LIFTS

lift

Light weight & aﬀordable

705 562 3201

Wasaga Beach Collingwood Thornbury
Jen Scholte, Broker
72 Hurontario St. Collingwood, ON, L9Y 2L8
www.JenScholte.com
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ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY:
the NEW Georgian Bay Today magazine
A cost effective way to deliver your message directly to a targeted
readership in a new, re-designed glossy magazine with increased circulation
increased press run to 3000
1800 copies mailed directly to subscribers
400 copies to retail outlets around the Bay
600 request copies and bulk purchases
200 copies distributed at the Toronto International Boat Show
competitive lower advertising rates
limited ad space (30% advertising / 70% editorial content)
creating preferential ads and maintaining commitment to
authentic content
reliable quarterly publishing schedule (March, June,
September, December)
complimentary ad design by our design team
complimentary copies to distribute to your customers

Georgian Bay Today is the voice of the Bay; an independent publisher
that produces a ‘content driven’ publication that tells our stories,
shares our concerns and celebrates our culture and remarkable lifestyles

Creating powerful Soul of the Bay editorial content

THE BIRD ROOM PRESS 5 Little Ave. Toronto, ON M9N 1K3 647 378 4938
peter@georgianbaytoday.info

BUILDING EXCEPTIONAL COTTAGES
ON GEORGIAN BAY FOR OVER 25 YEARS

GLEN HEINTZMAN 705.722.1959 GBHEINTZMAN.CA
georgianbaytoday.ca
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QUEEN’S VALLEY MARSH HAWK,
1987 Casein on composition board, 56 x 34 inches
(142.2 x 86.4 cm) Private Collection

10 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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GEORGE McLEAN
By Peter Wood, Feb. 2014 (revised Feb. 2017)
George McLean is a self sufficient, highly
successful Canadian artist with an international
reputation. He doesn’t mind telling anyone that to
achieve this stature “you’ve gotta be tough” – and
tough he is, in more ways than one.

Bio

GEORGE McLEAN in his farmhouse studio
near Walters Falls. Photos by Peter Wood

GEORGE MCLEAN,
WALTERS FALLS
George is a ‘magic realist’
painter of Grey County with
a national and international
reputation. For over 50 years he has
painted the animals and landscapes
of Grey County with exquisite detail
and precision. He works from his
home studio in his 1860s stone farm
house on 100 acres of former farm
land that he reforested.

George has proud family roots in Grey County. His
grandparents are originally from Collingwood and later,
“my grandmother was taken from Collingwood to
Owen Sound in a buckboard”. Today, he lives in
Grey County in a charming 1860’s stone house with
his (also charming) wife Helen. It is on these
hundred acres near Walters Falls that he finds his
inspiration for his art – nature. His connection to the
land is so profound that he believes: “My work
would have looked a lot different if I didn‘t live here”.
The McLean’s have nurtured this land since arriving
there on a barren (over logged) landscape over 40
years ago. They have planted over 100,000 trees
that now form a rich natural environment along with
the existing fields, the stream and the ponds.
Our farm provides all the reference material
I need for my paintings
George was brought up in the 1940’s in Parkdale,
one of Toronto’s roughest neighbourhoods in what
he describes as a “highly disruptive family”. It was
there that he earned a reputation as a street fighter
– a reputation that he prides himself on and that has
been useful in becoming an artist. A lifetime of daily

FARMHOUSE STUDIO near Walters Falls.

To read the article in its entirety please go to georgianbaytoday.ca - SPRING 2017
georgianbaytoday.ca
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CANADA GEESE OVER GREY COUNTY, 1998
Casein on composition board
39 x 55 inches (99.1 x 139.7 cm)
Collection of George and Terrie Eaton

GOLDEN EAGLE AND UPLAND SANDPIPER,
2017, Egg tempera on composite board

12 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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FOXES AND BEECH TREE, 1977, casein on composition
board, 16 x 20 inches (40.6 x 66cm),
Private collection

CANADA LYNX WITH RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRDS,
1965 Casein on illustration board
24 x 20½ inches (61 x 52.1 cm)
Private Collection

BLUE JAY,
1990 Casein on composition board
37 x 26 inches (94 x 66 cm)
Collection of Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum

georgianbaytoday.ca
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OUTER SHOALS #5, 2017
Acrylic and mixed media, 40x60 in.

WHALESBACK, GEORGIAN BAY, 2016
Acrylic and mixed media, 30x40 in.

14 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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ED BARTRAM
By Ed Bartram

Bio

ED BARTRAM in his King City studio. Photo by Peter Wood

ED BARTRAM,
KING CITY AND SANS SOUCI
Ed took inspiration from the rocks of
the Thirty Thousand Islands of Georgian
Bay, focusing on the colours, rhythms,
textures and shapes of the rocks that
became the subject matter of his painting,
photography and printmaking for almost
a half century. He worked from his home
studio in King City and in the summer
from Bartram Island in Sans Souci. Sadly,
he passed way on August 25, 2019, leaving
behind a legacy of ‘Rockscapes’ that are
iconic images of the Canadian Shield
and the primordial forces that created the
archipelago on the east side of Georgian
Bay.

I have worked every summer for over fifty
years in or near my Bartram Island studio, taking
inspiration from the banded gneisses and
migmatites of Georgian Bay’s Thirty Thousand
Islands. My prints and paintings are not just of
rocks and islands but are a testament to the
primordial forces that created the nucleus of the
continent, the Canadian Shield. Older than life
itself, these Precambrian rocks have been
pushed towards the core of the earth where,
under the weight of great mountains, they were
metamorphosed into molten chocolate ripple-like
swirls of pink and black. Surfacing again, after
millennia of erosion and glaciation, this rock
forms, in a bay of Lake Huron, a striated
archipelago covered with abstract patterns. My
work interprets the forces of nature as revealed
on these Precambrian surfaces, made visible by
the cleansing and polishing power of ice and
water.
My printing plates are a metaphor for these
forces as they are created by the corrosive power
of acid and the scraping and engraving of etching
tools on their surface . Many of my photo-etchings
are derived from photographs of rock patterns
transposed to zinc printing surfaces. My paintings,
on the other hand, are constructed by flowing,
rather than brushing, acrylic medium across a
textured canvas. Black sand (eroded amphibolite)
is collected from local beaches and incorporated
into the painting. Many of my paintings are lifesized, extremely accurate representations of
existing structures, but to those unfamiliar with
the landscape, they may appear to be
abstractions.
Rather than using the traditional landscape
composition of the Group of Seven, I often take a
more intimate viewpoint where the rock surface
itself becomes the predominating subject of the
work. I have spent years searching among the
islands for patterns within the structure of the rock
which, in my work, could become landscapes that
capture the essence of the windswept north.

To read the article in its entirety please go to georgianbaytoday.ca - WINTER 2017
georgianbaytoday.ca
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TOWARDS THE CHRISTIAN ISLANDS, 2016 Acrylic and mixed media, 40x60 in.

ANORTHOSITE, SOUTHERN POINT SANDY ISLAND, 2016
Acrylic and mixed media, 36x60 in.

16 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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ROCK SURFACE #3, 1989
Etching, aquatint, 60x90 cm., edition of 30

PRECAMBRIAN SURFACE #2, 1988
Etching, 60x90 cm., edition of 30

FLAT ROCK, CANADIAN SHIELD,
1972 Etching, aquatint, 55x70 cm.,
edition of 30

PRECAMBRIAN POINT #2, 1986
Photo-etching, 60x90 cm., edition of 35

georgianbaytoday.ca
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AFTER RAIN, PETER WOOD, 2016,
oil on canvas, 24 x 30”
View of the Bay from the sands of the
south: after rain had dispersed the sun
worshipers. In this part of Georgian
Bay, there is no Canadian Shield, no
stratified rocks, no islands and no bent
pines, just water, sky and sand. The
distant mountain profile presents a
different hue of blue every day. We are
awestruck nonetheless.

The GIFT of reading
Subscribe online with the security of PayPal or mailed cheque
1 year (4 issues) $15 / 2 years (8 issues) $20
The power of the printed word on paper

Explore our past * celebrate our culture * share our concerns * inform our future
THE BIRD ROOM PRESS 5 Little Ave. Tor. ON M9N 1K3

www.georgianbaytoday.ca
Laura Simpson’s

Bob Bush

231 Toby’s Rd
Honey Harbour ON

COLDWATER AUTO PARTS LTD
Complete line of automotive accessories and performance parts
‘We make hydraulic hoses’

705 756 2200
cell: 705 794 9909
Toll free: 1 800 340 3313

Cody Smith
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705 229 8630

David Thut
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905 954 5578

Ana Oliviera
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647 502 0166

Working for you at cottage and home
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Serving South Georgian Bay
for over 36 years
6 Sturgeon Bay Rd. Coldwater

email: coldauto@rogers.com ~ web: coldwaterauto.ca

705 686 7425

Mon
- Fri
Sat8:00
8:00
- 4.00
Mon
- Fri8:00
8:00 -- 6:00
6:00 Sat
- 5:00
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“I’m a firm believer in the power of art to slice its way into our collective
unconscious and compel us to see the world as it really is and to come together
to preserve and steward that which is irreplaceable and beyond value.”
Bill Chameides, Dean, Duke Nicholas School of the Environment

DOCKS AND BOAT LIFTS

lift

Light weight & aﬀordable

705 562 3201

COOLER BAG
&Travel case

Highest Quality Cooler Bag Available Today
ice stays

COLD for 3 days
keeps food HOT

3 sizes, 6 colours
customized corporate logos

SUTTON RIVER TRADING

416 766 7476
1 800 268 1510
georgianbaytoday.ca

Associated corporation of

katrinac@topperlinen.com
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STARRY NIGHT GEORGIAN BAY, 2007, pastel on
handmade paper, 20” x 30”.

20 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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ALAN STEIN
By Peter Wood

Bio

ALAN STEIN sketching on the outer edge of
‘Hangdog Reef’, Bayfield Inlet.

ALAN STEIN, PARRY SOUND
As a landscape painter Alan primarily
works in pastel on paper and oil on linen.
He works from his home studio, his island
cottage in Georgian Bay and his studio in Old
Bonaventure, Newfoundland. As a printmaker
he established the Church Street Press in 1993
where he hand prints limited edition books
illustrated with his woodcuts.
He is an elected member of the Royal
Canadian Academy of Arts, the Society of
Canadian Artists, the Ontario Society of
Artists, the Canadian Society of Painters in
Water Colour, the Canadian Book Binders and
Book Artists Guild.

Entering the world of Alan Stein through
the portal of his Church Street studio in
Parry Sound is like entering one of his
paintings. It’s crowded and chaotic but
like his paintings, everything is there for a
reason and the artist knows exactly where
everything is. Like his paintings, his studio
reveals his creative mind and the prolific
spirit of a fine craftsman. The entrance is
adorned by a sea of chalk pastels, handmade, fine quality, in every tone of every
hue to meet the demands of his discerning
sense of colour. The walls are covered with
paintings, drawings and prints, evidence of
the versatility of Stein’s oeuvre. There are
posters from places visited, artists admired
and exhibitions remembered. A library of
books, many printed on site and others
treasured as inspiration fills one side. In
the center is an office, a control centre, like
the cockpit of a ship or airplane complete
with computer. And at the back, the artist’s beloved printing press and stacks of
hand engraved hardwood blocks used
to illustrate books of poetry. A visitor can
almost hear the opera that the artist plays
in the background as he escapes to his
imagination.
Alan Stein took up residence in the
scenic tourist town of Parry Sound with his
wife Charlotte in 1988. Charlotte established Parry Sound Books, a landmark institution in the downtown business centre.
Alan set up an artist studio and the Church
Street Press complete with a Vandercook
#4 printing press. The Steins have never
looked back. They purchased an older
cottage on a small island in Bayfield Inlet
where they live for as much of the year as
nature will allow. Alan has a second studio
on the island.

To read the article in its entirety please go to georgianbaytoday.ca - WINTER 2014
georgianbaytoday.ca
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PARRY SOUND HARBOUR #2,
2012, pastel on handmade paper, 29 x 39”.

OVER PAINTED ROCKS,
2007, pastel on Japanese paper,
25 x 38”.

georgianbaytoday.ca

VIEW TO HEAD ISLAND,
2009, oil on pastel, 19” x 25”
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LA CLOCHE SPIRIT,
Kodak endura print

24 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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JON BUTLER
By Peter Wood

PHOTOGRAPHER JON BUTLER at Grace Lake,
southwest ridge, overlooking Cranberry Lake.

Bio

There is a legend about the La Cloche Mountains. The First Nations people are said to have
used the rocks of the mountains as tocsins, to
send signals, perhaps warnings. It seems that
the bell-like sound made by striking the rocks
carries for a long distance, hence the name
‘La Cloche,’ French for ‘bell.’ These time-worn
mountains are among the oldest on earth, dating
back an unimaginable 3.5 billion years. At one
time they were higher than the Rockies are
today. For generations the timeless presence
of the gleaming white quartzite rock faces has
been an inspirational place for artists the past
60 years.” He invites his viewers to stop and see
what he sees, to feel the emotional impact of a
spiritual experience.

JON BUTLER,
WILLISVILLE
For forty years, Jon has
explored the dawn light of the
La Cloche Mountains at the
north end of Georgian Bay,
using traditional photographic
techniques. He concentrates on
solitary, contemplative landscapes and atmospheric effects.
He is also Zen practitioner
and retired newspaper
executive who changed his
clothes to enjoy the passing
seasons of life.

To read the article in its entirety please go to georgianbaytoday.ca - FALL 2014
georgianbaytoday.ca
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BIRTH OF THE MOUNTAIN
Hahnemuehle, German etching print

WANDERING SOULS
Kodak Endura print, 32” x 40”

SUNRISE OVER CRANBERRY LAKE, ON THIS DAY

26 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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ECSTASY,
Kodak Endura print, 32” x 40”

georgianbaytoday.ca
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RON BOLT
By Ron Bolt, RCA
My career as a visual artist began
some 50 years ago. The early
paintings were abstracts. At the time
I was working as a graphic designer.
I made my living during the day and
painted at night but because of my
daytime activities, any paintings
approaching realism would tend
toward illustration rather than art.
Painting in a subconscious way,
colour, texture and non-objective
form allowed me to escape into
my own private world, a world
suggestive of a strange inner
landscape.
The paintings shifted toward
realism and a fascination with
water at a conjunction of events.
I quit my job, spent two summers
in Newfoundland teaching art to
outport children, and I inherited a
single reflex camera.

Bio

RON BOLT in his home studio in Cobourg, Ontario. Photo by Peter Wood

RON BOLT, COBOURG
Ron Bolt’s painting career spans almost
fifty years. He has established a national and
international reputation. He has held over 150 solo
exhibitions. He is represented in public, corporate
and private collections across Canada and abroad.
He was President of the Society of Canadian
Artists. He was elected to the Royal Canadian
Academy of Art in1985 and served as 27th
President from 2000 – 2002.
The central motif in his Photo Realist paintings
is the ‘Sea’. In 2010, he created a series of images
of the Painted Rock area near Bayfield Inlet, in the
north part of the Georgian Bay archipelago.

It wasn’t the most appropriate time
to abandon a steady income. I was
married, with two young children and
a mortgage. However, I had saved
enough money to cover expenses
for a year. I had made contact
with a Toronto gallery and I had a
very understanding wife. Life as a
professional visual artist appeared
possible.
At about the same time, I received
a phone call from my friend the
painter and printmaker Ann Meredith
Barry. She had just returned
from a summer in Newfoundland
and insisted that I go there the
following year. There was a position
open teaching Art. There was no
salary involved but there was free
accommodation. My family and I

To read the article in its entirety please go to georgianbaytoday.ca - WINTER 2018
georgianbaytoday.ca
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GEORGIAN
BAY SERIES

BAY GRASS, oil on canvas, 45.5”x 60”

Like many of us, I
watch with growing
alarm the degradation
and destruction of the
environment. We are
quite possibly living
in the twilight of the
natural world as we
have known it.
In that regard,
my work is an act
of preservation. To
preserve the natural
world is to preserve a
language.
It’s the language of
the wind and rushing
water, of stillness
and light. It allows
us to converse with
those other voices,
the voices of our
aspirations, our
regrets, our hopes.

BAY EVENING,
oil on canvas,
36”x 36”

BAY NOON, oil on canvas, 44”x 33”
30 GEORGIAN BAY TODAY
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BAY DAZE, oil on canvas, 30”x 60”

BAY PORTAGE, oil on canvas, 55”x 43”

georgianbaytoday.ca

BAY DAWN, oil on canvas, 46”x 35”
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