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FBA IDENTITY GUIDE

A Clear Orientation to FBA Identity, History, and Structural Context

OVERVIEW

This guide provides essential grounding on who Foundational Black Americans are, how the lineage was formed,
and why identity clarity guides the USBA ecosystem. The content aligns with Phase | of the framework and
establishes the foundation for all tools, analysis, and engagement that follow.

LINEAGE DEFINITION

Foundational Black Americans (FBAs) are defined by both lineage and jurisdiction.

Lineage
Direct descent from an ancestor subjected to chattel slavery in the United States prior to 1865.

Jurisdiction
Born in the United States and shaped by its laws, institutions, and structural conditions.

Together, lineage and jurisdiction ensure:
e accurate classification across systems
e clear understanding of structural harm and exposure
e integrity in policy, research, and public engagement

This identity is not a race label, cultural category, or pan-diasporic designation.

IDENTITY CLASSIFICATION FRAMEWORK

Foundational Black Americans (FBA) are not defined by political affiliation, organizational membership, or
ideological alignment. The term refers to a distinct American lineage formed through U.S. chattel slavery,
Reconstruction, segregation, and a shared historical experience within the United States.

Over generations, this lineage developed a historically continuous Black American ethnic identity with a unique
relationship to American institutions, laws, culture, and national development.

Within the USBA framework, identity clarity requires distinguishing race, nationality, ethnicity, lineage, and civic
alignment so that historical formation and demographic classification are understood with precision.
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FBA Identity Classification Table
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The FBA Identity Classification Table distinguishes race, nationality, ethnicity, lineage, ancestral origins, and civic

alignment within the USBA framework.

Category

Race

Nationality

Ethnic
Expression

Lineage

Legal
Designation

Ancestral

Origins

Position or
Alignment

Definition

Broad social classification based on physical and
historical racialization

Legal and political membership in a nation-state

Shared identity shaped by common history,
traditions, language patterns, cultural practices,
and collective experience across generations

Historical lineage formed through U.S. chattel
slavery and shaped through generations of Black
American life within the United States.

Federal designation used after emancipation to
identify formerly enslaved Black Americans

The ancestral populations and historical
formation processes from which the lineage
emerged

Grassroots political, civic, or philosophical
positions connected to the lineage

Classification

Black

American

Black American ethnic identity historically
described through labels such as Colored,
Negro, Black, and African American

Foundational Black American (FBA)

Freedmen

Enslaved African ancestral populations and
Indigenous/Aboriginal ancestry shaped
through early American ethnogenesis

Reparative justice advocacy, lineage-based
policy, data disaggregation, cultural
delineation, political independence, and
related grassroots movements

These classifications provide a foundation for understanding how identity, lineage, and historical formation shape

structural experiences, institutional treatment, and restoration frameworks within the United States.

Ethnogenesis and Historical Formation

Foundational Black Americans emerged through a unique historical process within the United States. Over
centuries, this process produced a distinct Black American ethnic identity with a unique historical relationship to
American institutions, laws, culture, and national development.
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The formation of the FBA lineage involved:
e forced African displacement
¢ Indigenous interaction and admixture
e regional adaptation
e generational cultural formation

Within this USBA framework, “Black American” refers to the ethnic identity developed by descendants of U.S.
chattel slavery through generations of life in the United States.

Unlike immigrant-origin populations, Foundational Black Americans emerged through a lineage-building process
intertwined with the development of the United States. The lineage was shaped through generations of life under
American law, institutions, and social conditions rather than through voluntary migration.

The term “Foundational” reflects the lineage’s enduring role in shaping the nation through:
e labor and agricultural knowledge
e military service and national defense
e artistic and musical innovation
e scientific and technological contributions
e faith traditions and community institutions
e civilrights and justice movements
e culture and institution-building
The designation also reflects continuity across generations and the preservation of a distinct American lineage.

Identity clarity does not require racial purity narratives. It requires accurate historical classification, lineage
continuity, and structural understanding.

Freedmen Clarification
Historically, the term “Freedmen” referred to formerly enslaved Black Americans following emancipation.

Today, “Freedmen” functions primarily as a lineage reference connected to descendants of the emancipated
population formed through U.S. slavery and Reconstruction-era conditions.

Within the USBA framework:
e “Black” refers to racial classification
o “American” refers to nationality

o “Black American” refers to a historically continuous ethnic identity formed within the United States
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e “FBA” or “Freedmen” refers to lineage classification

Structural Purpose of Identity Clarity

Within the USBA framework, identity clarification is used to improve historical precision, demographic
understanding, structural analysis, and lineage continuity. These distinctions are important because institutions
routinely classify populations for purposes of data collection, policy design, research, legal analysis, and resource
allocation.

These distinctions are not intended to create hierarchy or division between populations. They exist to ensure that
lineage, ethnicity, nationality, race, and migration background are not treated as interchangeable categories.

Identity clarity strengthens alignment, restoration frameworks, and policy precision by grounding discussions in
accurate historical formation, institutional treatment, and structural outcomes across generations.

BLACK POPULATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES

The term “Black” describes a broad racial classification, not a singular lineage, ethnicity, or historical experience.
Within the United States, Black populations may share racial classification while possessing different:

e ancestral origins

e migration histories

e ethnic identities

e lineage continuity

relationships to American institutions and policies

As immigration patterns expanded in the United States, multiple Black populations with distinct cultural, national,
and historical identities became grouped together under broad racial categories such as “Black,” “African
American,” or “people of color.”

Within the USBA framework, identity clarity helps distinguish lineage, ethnicity, nationality, and migration
background across Black populations in the United States.

The framework also recognizes Foundational Black Americans (FBAs) as a distinct American lineage formed
through U.S. chattel slavery, Reconstruction, segregation, and multigenerational historical development within the
United States.
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Black Population Classification Table
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The Black Population Classification Table provides a general framework for understanding how nationality,
ethnicity, lineage, and migration background may differ across Black populations within the United States.

Classification Nationality

Foundational Black American

American (FBA)

Black Immigrant American, dual

national, or foreign

national

Descendant of Black American or dual

Immigrants national

Mixed Ethnicity American, dual

national, or foreign

national

Ethnic Expression

Black American ethnic
identity formed within the
United States

Nigerian, Haitian,
Jamaican, Ethiopian,
Somali, or similar cultural
identities

May identify with ancestral
ethnic traditions, American
culture, or both

May identify with more than
one ethnic or cultural
background

Lineage and Migration Background

Distinct American lineage shaped
through U.S. chattel slavery and rooted
in the historical development of the
United States

Recent Black immigrant-origin
populations consisting of direct
immigrants and theirimmediate
descendants

U.S.-born descendants of Black
immigrant-origin families with
established roots in the United States

May reflect multiple ethnic, lineage, or
migration backgrounds

These classifications support clearer discussions involving identity, historical formation, demographic analysis,
and lineage continuity within the United States.

Understanding the Distinctions

These distinctions are not based on personal worth, racial hierarchy, exclusion, or hostility toward immigrant

populations.

The purpose of identity clarification is to improve:

e historical accuracy

¢ lineage continuity

o demographic precision
e structural analysis

e and policy alignment
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Shared racial classification alone does not determine identical lineage, ethnicity, migration history, or historical
formation. Different populations may share racial classification while possessing different historical backgrounds,
migration experiences, ethnic identities, and relationships to American institutions and state policies.

Within the USBA framework, lineage clarity helps ensure that discussions involving identity, restoration, SSDH,
ISDH, reparative policy, and national coherence remain historically grounded and structurally precise.

Classification is used to improve understanding, not to diminish human dignity or shared humanity.

Identity clarity strengthens accuracy, alignment, and restoration by ensuring that lineage, ethnicity, nationality, and
migration background are not treated as interchangeable categories.

WHY IDENTITY MATTERS

Identity determines how systems classify, treat, and respond to a population.
FBA identity is the starting point for:

e accurate data and research

e clear cultural distinction

e structural analysis

o lineage-specific rights

e reparative frameworks

e national coherence

Identity clarity prevents distortion and positions the lineage to speak with precision.

MISCLASSIFICATION

Broad categories such as “Black,” “African American,” “minority,” or “people of color” obscure the distinct
experience of FBAs.

Misclassification results in:
e inaccurate SSDH/ISDH analysis
e weakened policy design
o diluted reparations claims

e resource diversion
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e cultural erasure

Identity clarity protects the lineage from being merged into categories that do not reflect its specific history or
structural conditions.

IDENTITY AS A STRUCTURAL DETERMINANT OF HEALTH

Identity shaped exposure, opportunity, and harm across generations.
For FBAs, identity was the basis for:

o forced labor

e restricted movement

e segregated neighborhoods

e unequalschools

e environmental hazard placement

policing and criminalization
e exclusion from wealth-building programs

These patterns formed the Social and Structural Determinants of Health (SSDH) experienced today.
ISDH explains that outcomes are rooted in classification, not individual behavior.

HISTORICAL HARM

FBA conditions have structural origins, not cultural explanations. The historical record shows a continuous
lineage-specific pattern of harm.

This includes:

e EnslavementEra
Denial of personhood, forced labor, malnutrition, and restricted autonomy shaped early physiological and
social conditions.

e Reconstruction
Land denial, Black Codes, political suppression, and terror campaigns blocked the development of health,
wealth, and safety infrastructure.

e Jim Crow
Legal segregation, dual health systems, environmental dumping, and criminalization formalized SSDH
disparities.
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Great Migration & Urbanization
Restrictive covenants, racial zoning, fragmented school districts, job discrimination, and Gl Bill exclusion
extended Southern structures into Northern and Western cities.

Mid-20th Century Federal Policy

Redlining, freeway construction, urban renewal, and public housing concentration cemented spatial
patterns of deprivation.

Late 20th Century

Deindustrialization, mass incarceration, predatory lending, and school underfunding deepened structural
instability.

Early 21st Century
Gentrification, school and hospital closures, housing inflation, and continued environmental injustice
intensified displacement and risk.

These eras form the structural basis for modern FBA outcomes.

WHY IDENTITY IS THE STARTING POINT FOR RESTORATION

Repair must match the lineage that experienced the harm.

Identity clarifies:

who the harmed population is

who holds the cultural inheritance
who is owed redress

who must be protected from erasure

who forms the national body for USBA governance

A lineage-specific harm requires a lineage-specific framework for restoration.

WHAT THIS GUIDE CONNECTS TO

Identity provides orientation for engaging the USBA Tools.

This guide prepares users for:

National Assets
Cultural anchors that reinforce belonging, shared standards, and collective identity.
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¢ Identity Clarity
Definitions and frameworks that support accurate classification, lineage clarity, and identity protection.

¢ Alignment
Operational guides that enforce lineage-specific language, boundaries, and standards.

¢ Reparations
Lineage-specific tools that document harm and support claims for reparative justice.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Identity clarity guides interaction with institutions, communities, and the national ecosystem.
The guide supports:

o teaching and discussing FBA identity

e correcting misclassification in public and institutional settings

e grounding policy conversations in lineage accuracy

e interpreting data and research through a structural lens

e orienting new participants to the USBA ecosystem

e reinforcing national coherence and shared understanding

Identity is not symbolic. It is structural, protective, and foundational.

CLOSING STATEMENT

Identity is the condition for clarity, alighment, and sovereignty. This guide ensures that FBA identity remains
disciplined and understood across all spaces, cultural, institutional, and national.

Itis the baseline for participating in USBA 2025 and the guiding framework for the tools that follow.

Copyright Notice
© 2025 United States of Black America, LLC dba USBA 2025. All rights reserved.

All USBA materials are protected under U.S. copyright law. Permission is granted for limited reproduction and
distribution under fair use, including for education, research, news reporting, commentary, or policy advocacy,
provided the content is not altered and proper attribution is given to USBA 2025. Any other use, reproduction, or
modification requires prior written consent from USBA 2025.
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