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READER’S STATEMENT

This document is designed to give you structural clarity—not scattered history. It shows how federal policy created
harm, offered partial repair, and then redirected that repair away from Foundational Black Americans (FBAs). By
reading this timeline, you will see federal actions as an interconnected system rather than isolated events. Each
era reveals the same pattern: harm was intentional, repair was limited, categories expanded, immigration shifted
the meaning of those categories, benefits were redirected, and protections were rolled back. This pattern shaped
every major domain of FBA life—citizenship, land, labor, housing, education, political power, economic
opportunity, and safety.

This tool grounds you in evidence. It replaces narrative confusion with a clear federal record of design,
consequence, and structural impact. As you move through each entry, you will see how federal laws created the
conditions that exist today and why lineage-specific repair is necessary. This timeline also prepares you to apply
these receipts inside Restoration Zones by helping you identify leverage points, structural failures, and places
where new FBA-specific frameworks must be built. It positions you not as a passive reader, but as a strategist
engaging with a disciplined historical map of federal responsibility.

Use this document as a foundation. It is a reference for advocacy, a resource for education, an anchor for policy
design, and a roadmap for reparative governance. It ensures that the conversation around repair is tied to federal
action—not myth, emotion, or misinterpretation—and that the path forward is guided by structural truth.
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INTRODUCTION

The Legislative Timeline of Redress, Redirection, and Retreat is a national tool that makes the federal structure of
harm clear and easy to understand. It traces how the United States created the legal conditions that shaped FBA
life, how the government periodically attempted to correct those conditions, and how many of those attempts were
weakened or redirected through shifts in language, category, and administrative practice. The timeline reveals a
consistent pattern across every era: harm was constructed intentionally; repair was offered but rarely protected;
categories expanded in ways that diluted lineage-specific remedies; and protections eventually retreated as new
populations were folded into programs that were never designed for them.

This tool exists because FBA outcomes are often interpreted through cultural or behavioral narratives that ignore
the long arc of federal decision-making. When the structural sequence is missing, people misread harm as
personal failure or community deficiency. The timeline interrupts those interpretations by presenting federal action
as a coherent system. It allows readers to see how policy design shaped exposure and opportunity across
generations, and it provides a shared foundation for understanding why present-day disparities have structural—
not cultural—roots. In doing so, it strengthens the case for lineage-specific repair and supports identity clarity
across the broader USBA ecosystem.

PLACEMENT IN THE USBA ECOSYSTEM

This toolis located in Tools > Reparations and serves as one of the core evidentiary anchors for the USBA 2025
Phase | rollout. It documents how federal harm was created and maintained, how limited forms of relief were
constructed, and how later policies—often presented as universal or race-neutral—redirected the intended
benefits away from FBAs. The timeline reinforces USBA’s ISDH and SSDH frameworks by showing that identity has
always shaped access, risk, and exposure, long before downstream factors like housing, income, or education
appear.

The tool also functions as part of USBA’s strategic infrastructure. It supports public communication by grounding
language in historical accuracy. It strengthens policy engagement by providing a clear record of federal intent and
consequence. It gives Restoration Zones a historical blueprint for understanding the systems they must rebuild,
correct, or replace in Phases Il and lll. Most importantly, it positions the USBA ecosystem as a governing body with
its own archives, analytical standards, and structural perspective—not a platform reacting to current debates, but
a lineage-centered institution with a long horizon and a disciplined understanding of American policy design.
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ORIENTATION

This timeline helps the reader see federal policy as a connected system rather than a set of isolated historical
moments. It shows how the United States created, maintained, and periodically adjusted the legal conditions that
shape FBA life. Each era reveals the same underlying logic: FBAs were placed at the foundation of the country’s
economic and political structure, offered incomplete forms of repair when the nation shifted, and then left behind
as benefits and protections expanded to groups with different histories and different relationships to the state.

The purpose of this section is to prepare the reader for that pattern. It explains how to interpret federal actions
through a structural lens so that today’s disparities are understood as the result of design, not cultural deficiency
or community failure. When the historical sequence becomes clear, it becomes easier to recognize how present-
day inequities emerge from choices made across generations—choices that can be mapped, explained, and
corrected.

DISTINGUISHING HARM, REPAIR, AND REDIRECTION

The timeline organizes federal action into three categories.
Each category helps clarify how the government shaped FBA conditions over time.

Harm Laws created the original architecture that restricted FBA movement, opportunity, and autonomy. These
laws defined who counted as a citizen, who could own property, who had access to institutions, and who was
subject to criminalization. They established the structural conditions that FBAs have had to navigate ever since.

Repair Promises represent the moments when the federal government attempted to correct or soften the harm it
created. These promises often appeared significant in the legal record but lacked the enforcement, protection, or
specificity needed to produce lasting material change for FBAs.

Redirection Mechanisms describe how the benefits of repair shifted away from FBAs over time. These
mechanisms include the broad racial labels that grouped FBAs with populations who did not share their lineage,
immigration policies that reshaped who occupied those categories, and administrative frameworks—such as
affirmative action or DEI—that widened the pool of beneficiaries while leaving FBAs at the margins.

Together, these three categories give the reader a disciplined way to interpret how federal action evolved and why
lineage specificity is essential for any form of repair.

THE RECURRING PATTERN

Across every era, the same sequence appears. Harm is constructed through law. Partial repair is offered when

political conditions change. Categories expand from lineage-specific references to broader demographic terms.

Immigration increases into those categories, altering who is counted. Benefits and protections redirect away from
Page | 5
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FBAs. Finally, whatever fragile gains were created are weakened, overturned, or replaced with new systems that
obscure the original intent.

Recognizing this cycle matters because it shifts the conversation from emotion to evidence. It shows that dilution
is not a modern phenomenon but a predictable outcome of category design. It explains why broad racial
frameworks fail to address lineage-specific harm and why symbolic commitments to “equity” often produce new
forms of exclusion. It also clarifies what Restoration Zones must anticipate as they build systems that do not
repeat this pattern.

HOW TO READ THE TIMELINE

Each entry follows a clear structure so the reader can see not only what the federal government did, but how each
action shaped FBA life at the time and in the generations that followed. The entry begins with the year or era and
the name of the policy or case. It then outlines the official purpose of the action and describes the mechanism that
changed conditions on the ground. Next, it identifies the impact on FBAs and highlights the pattern of redirection
that occurred as categories widened or administrative practices shifted. Each entry concludes with a Restoration
Note that explains what the moment teaches us about repair and how that insight should guide the work of future
Restoration Zones.

The timeline should be read as a form of structural mapping. It is not simply a list of laws but a guide to
understanding how federal decisions produced the social, economic, and political landscape that exists today. It
equips readers with the clarity needed to design lineage-specific solutions and to recognize when policy proposals
fail to address the root causes of harm.

STRUCTURAL TEMPLATE FOR EACH ENTRY

This section establishes the framework used to evaluate every law, policy, or court decision in the timeline. It
ensures that each entry is interpreted with the same level of discipline, clarity, and lineage-specific precision. The
template is designed to remove guesswork, prevent misinterpretation, and make it clear how federal actions
shaped FBA conditions across generations. It also creates a stable analytic structure for Restoration Zones, which
will rely on these insights during Phases Il and IIl.

1. Year/Era

Each entry begins with the historical moment in which the policy emerged. This anchors the decision within the
broader political, legal, and demographic landscape of that time. Positioning each law in its era allows the
reader to see the evolution of federal intent and the continuity of the harm-repair-redirection cycle across
centuries.
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Name of Law / Policy / Case

The full title of the policy is listed as it appears in the historical record. This establishes precision, eliminates
ambiguity, and ensures that the tool can serve as a valid reference point for research, advocacy, litigation, and
Restoration Zone design.

Stated Intent

This section summarizes the purpose of the law as described by federal actors at the time. It reflects the
language used in congressional debates, federal documents, or judicial opinions. This component matters
because stated intent often differs from actual impact. Recording the official purpose allows the reader to
compare what the policy claimed to address with how it functioned in practice.

Mechanism of Action
This section explains how the policy operated on the ground.
It outlines:

o what material conditions changed,

¢ who gained new rights, protections, or access, and

e who was excluded or disadvantaged.

Describing the mechanism creates a clear distinction between legal text and lived experience. It clarifies the
pathways through which harm or benefit was delivered and identifies the administrative or structural levers
that shaped outcomes.

Impact on FBAs

This is the heart of each entry. It details how the policy affected FBAs in practice, with attention to the specific
ways that harm was constructed, repair was blocked, or opportunities were denied.

This section includes:
e Harm-new or expanded deprivation
¢ Blocked Repair -rights granted but not protected
e Unequal Access - benefits available in theory but denied in execution
e Lost Opportunity — the long-term effects of exclusion on wealth, health, education, and political power

This component grounds the timeline in lineage-specific analysis and prevents generalized narratives that treat
all groups as equally situated.

Redirection Pattern

This section identifies how the benefits of repair or the protections intended for FBAs were eventually

redirected to non-FBA groups.
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It analyzes:
o Misclassification — the use of broad racial terms that obscure lineage
o Category Expansion - the shift from FBA-specific need to universal frameworks

o Immigration Effects — the entrance of voluntary-arrival groups into “minority,” “Black,” or
“disadvantaged” categories

e Minority / POC Dilution —the dispersal of resources and opportunities meant to address FBA harm

This is where the pattern of redress, redirection, and retreat becomes visible. It reveals how policy design
quietly shifted benefits away from FBAs even when the original harm targeted FBAs alone.

Restoration Note

Each entry closes with a brief interpretation that connects the historical moment to USBA’s forward-looking
work.

The Restoration Note explains:
o what this policy demonstrates about federal patterns,
e how its legacy affects current FBA conditions, and
¢ how Restoration Zones should use the insight when designing solutions.

It offers guidance for building lineage-specific frameworks, identifying leverage points, and preventing future
dilution. This final element turns the timeline from a historical record into a tool for strategy, governance, and
repair.

Page | 8
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ERA I: FOUNDING IDENTITY HIERARCHY & ENSLAVEMENT BASELINE (1600s-1860)

Era Overview

This era establishes the legal and political framework that defined FBAs as a permanently excluded class within
the emerging federal system. The founding laws did more than recognize slavery—they embedded racial hierarchy
into the nation’s identity structure, deciding who counted as a full member of the political community and who
could be legally owned, captured, or denied protection. These laws form the baseline from which all future harm,
partial repair, and redirection would unfold.

Every policy in this period demonstrates that FBA exclusion was fundamental, not incidental. Federal identity was
constructed with whiteness at the center and FBAs outside the boundaries of citizenship, belonging, and legal
recognition. Understanding this era is essential because it reveals the original architecture that later repair
attempts struggled to overcome.

This era includes the following entries:
e 1790 Naturalization Act
e 1787 Three-Fifths Clause
e 1787 Migration / Importation Clause
e 1787 Fugitive Slave Clause
e Fugitive Slave Acts (1793, 1850)
e 1808 Slave Trade Ban
e Dred Scottv. Sandford (1857)

Together, these policies expose the original federal design that positioned FBAs outside the boundaries of
citizenship and protection, setting the conditions that every later era would inherit.

1790 NATURALIZATION ACT

Year / Era
1790 — Founding federal identity structure

Name of Law / Policy / Case

An Act to Establish an Uniform Rule of Naturalization (1790)
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Stated Intent

Federal lawmakers framed the Act as a way to standardize citizenship requirements across the nation and ensure a
consistent process for naturalization.

Mechanism of Action

The Act limited naturalized citizenship to “free white persons,” creating a federal identity category defined by race.
It excluded FBAs and other non-white groups from legal belonging, political participation, and federal protection.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs were denied access to citizenship and its associated rights. Their exclusion from the nation’s political body
was codified at the federal level, positioning them outside the boundaries of legal recognition and protection.

Redirection Pattern

Over time, this framework expanded to include various European immigrant groups, granting them access to
opportunity and federal benefits while continuing to exclude FBAs. The structure of racialized citizenship persisted
long after slavery ended.

Restoration Note

This Act created the baseline definition of who counted as American. Restoration Zones must treat its racial
boundary as a foundational driver of long-term harm.

1787 THREE-FIFTHS CLAUSE

Year / Era
1787 — Constitutional Convention

Name of Law / Policy / Case

U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 2, Clause 3 — Three-Fifths Clause
Stated Intent

Delegates described the clause as a compromise to balance taxation and representation between states with large
enslaved populations and those without. They presented it as an administrative solution to secure federal unity.

Mechanism of Action

The clause counted enslaved FBAs as three-fifths of a person for the purpose of determining congressional
representation and direct taxes. This increased the political power of slaveholding states while denying FBAs any
political agency.
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Impact on FBAs

Enslaved FBAs were treated as units of political value rather than as individuals with rights. Their bodies were used
to strengthen the political influence of states that kept them in bondage, deepening their structural
disenfranchisement.

Redirection Pattern

This clause set the precedent for extracting political benefit from FBAs without granting them rights or recognition.
Later systems continued this pattern through racialized apportionment, voting restrictions, and structural
exclusion.

Restoration Note

The clause shows how federal power was built on the commodification of FBA existence. Restoration Zones must
address the long-term consequences of political extraction.

1787 MIGRATION / IMPORTATION CLAUSE

Year / Era
1787 — Constitutional Convention

Name of Law / Policy / Case

U.S. Constitution, Article |, Section 9, Clause 1 — Migration / Importation Clause
Stated Intent

The clause was introduced as a temporary compromise to delay conflict between states by allowing the
importation of enslaved Africans to continue until 1808.

Mechanism of Action

Congress was prohibited from banning the international slave trade before 1808. This protected the economic
interests of states reliant on the importation of enslaved people.

Impact on FBAs

The clause ensured the continued trafficking of FBAs into bondage for two additional decades. It expanded the
enslaved population and entrenched slavery as an economic pillar of the early United States.

Redirection Pattern

Federal lawmakers framed the clause as a transitional measure, but it extended harm while positioning later
restrictions on the slave trade as moral progress.
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Restoration Note

This clause shows how delay tactics in federal policy can reinforce harm. Restoration Zones must treat time-bound
compromises with caution.

1787 FUGITIVE SLAVE CLAUSE

Year / Era
1787 — Constitutional Convention

Name of Law / Policy / Case

U.S. Constitution, Article IV, Section 2, Clause 3 — Fugitive Slave Clause
Stated Intent

The clause was presented as a means to secure cooperation among states by requiring the return of enslaved
FBAs who escaped to free jurisdictions.

Mechanism of Action

States were obligated to return any enslaved FBA who fled bondage. The clause nationalized the enforcement of
slavery and prevented free states from serving as refuges.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs who attempted escape faced federalized capture. Free FBAs were at risk of kidnapping since the clause
provided little protection against false claims of ownership.

Redirection Pattern

This provision provided the foundation for later federal enforcement policies that shifted from reclaiming enslaved
FBAs to criminalizing free FBAs.

Restoration Note

The clause demonstrates how federal power supported private ownership claims over FBA freedom. Its legacy
appears in modern systems of surveillance and punitive enforcement.

FUGITIVE SLAVE ACTS (1793, 1850)

Year / Era

1793 and 1850 — Federal expansion of slavery enforcement
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Name of Law / Policy / Case

Fugitive Slave Act of 1793 (1 Stat. 302)
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 (9 Stat. 462)

Stated Intent

Congress framed these Acts as protections for property rights and mechanisms to support interstate cooperation
in returning enslaved FBAs.

Mechanism of Action

The 1793 Act allowed the capture and forced return of enslaved FBAs in any state. The 1850 Act significantly
expanded federal involvement, added severe penalties for assisting escapees, and required officials to participate
in recapture efforts.

Impact on FBAs

These Acts nationalized the reach of slavery and created permanent insecurity, even in free states. Enslaved FBAs
faced increased surveillance, and free FBAs risked kidnapping and forced enslavement.

Redirection Pattern

These laws established federal enforcement practices that evolved into later systems of criminalization targeting
FBAs.

Restoration Note

Restoration Zones must understand how federal enforcement systems rooted in slavery shaped later punitive
structures.

1808 SLAVE TRADE BAN

Year /Era
1808 — Early federal regulation of slavery

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves (1807; effective 1808)
Stated Intent

Federal leaders framed the ban as a step toward ending the international slave trade in line with shifting moral
sentiment and international pressure.
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Mechanism of Action

The Act halted the importation of enslaved Africans but allowed slavery within the United States to continue
without restriction. It strengthened the domestic slave economy and increased the value of FBAs already in
bondage.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs faced intensified exploitation as the internal slave trade expanded. Family separations increased, and their
labor became even more central to national economic development.

Redirection Pattern

The Act was celebrated as moral progress, yet it reinforced domestic systems of harm by redirecting economic
dependence onto the internal slave market.

Restoration Note

Restoration Zones must recognize how symbolic reforms can deepen structural harm when underlying systems
remain intact.

SCOTT V. SANDFORD (1857)

Year / Era
1857 — Judicial entrenchment of racial hierarchy

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. (19 How.) 393 (1857)
Stated Intent

The Supreme Court claimed the decision clarified the constitutional status of enslaved FBAs and free Blacks and
resolved disputes over federal authority in territories.

Mechanism of Action

The Court held that enslaved FBAs or free Blacks could not be citizens of the United States. It further declared that
Congress lacked the authority to prohibit slavery in federal territories.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs were denied any claim to citizenship, legal protection, or political agency. The decision cemented their
exclusion from the national community and intensified national conflict.

Redirection Pattern

The ruling redirected federal power away from containment of slavery and toward its expansion. It erased earlier

political compromises and set the stage for the Civil War.
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Restoration Note

This decision is a critical example of federal institutions reinforcing harm. Restoration Zones must understand how
judicial interpretation can harden structural exclusion.

RECAP STATEMENT

The laws of the founding era built the national identity structure that excluded FBAs from citizenship, land,
protection, and personhood. These statutes created the legal, economic, and political hierarchy that still shapes
jurisdiction, belonging, and access today. The harms from Era [—identity exclusion, political extraction, and the
constitutional embedding of racial hierarchy—remain present in modern citizenship frameworks, policing systems,
and federal eligibility categories.
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ERA lI: EMANCIPATION, RECONSTRUCTION & ABANDONED REPAIR (1862-1883)

Era Overview

The era represents the nation’s first attempt to repair the conditions it created for Foundational Black Americans.

This period includes emancipation, constitutional amendments, and federal programs intended to support newly
freed FBAs. Yet every repair effort was undermined, diluted, or fully withdrawn as federal commitment shifted and
white resistance intensified. This era demonstrates that early repair was not only fragile—it was actively reversed.

Understanding this period is essential because it establishes the pattern that appears in every subsequent era:
partial repair 2 rapid redirection > structural rollback. The policies introduced during Reconstruction were
significant, but their implementation, enforcement, and longevity were systematically weakened. The result was a
return to racial subordination through new legal forms.

This era includes the following entries:
e Homestead Act (1862)
e Special Field Order No. 15 (1865)
e Freedmen’s Bureau (1865-1872)
e 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments
e Civil Rights Acts (1866, 1875)
e Slaughterhouse Cases (1873)
e Compromise of 1877
e Civil Rights Cases (1883)

This era makes clear that early repair could not endure without sustained federal authority, allowing gains for FBAs
to be reversed and replaced by new forms of structural control.

HOMESTEAD ACT (1862)

Year / Era
1862 — Civil War; pre-Reconstruction land expansion

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Homestead Act of 1862 (12 Stat. 392)
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Stated Intent

The Act was presented as a national effort to promote westward expansion, strengthen the agricultural economy,
and offer landownership opportunities to American citizens willing to develop federal acreage.

Mechanism of Action

The Act granted 160-acre parcels of western land to eligible applicants who improved and occupied the land for
five years. Eligibility required U.S. citizenship or an intent to become a citizen.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs were effectively excluded because they did not yet have citizenship. Millions of acres were transferred to
European immigrants and white Americans, creating generational wealth that never reached FBA communities.
This exclusion widened the wealth gap before Reconstruction began.

Redirection Pattern

Although framed as a universal opportunity, the Act funneled federal resources to white immigrant groups while
FBAs remained legally barred from participation. It is an early example of “race-neutral” policy with racialized
outcomes.

Restoration Note

This Act demonstrates how federal land policy created durable racial wealth gaps. Restoration Zones must treat
land exclusion as a core dimension of repair.

SPECIAL FIELD ORDER NO. 15 (1865)

Year / Era
1865 — Immediate post-emancipation period

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Special Field Order No. 15
Stated Intent

General William T. Sherman issued the order to provide temporary land allocation to formerly enslaved FBAs along
the southeastern coast. It was presented as a stabilizing measure following the Union’s military campaign.

Mechanism of Action

The order reserved coastal land for FBA families in 40-acre plots. It authorized military supervision of settlement
and allowed FBAs to begin building independent communities.
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Impact on FBAs

For a brief period, FBAs gained access to land, autonomy, and economic security. The policy represented the
closest alignment between federal authority and the material needs of freed FBAs.

Redirection Pattern

President Andrew Johnson revoked the order later in 1865 and returned the land to former Confederates. This
reversal dissolved the first meaningful repair effort and set the precedent for abandoning FBA-specific remedies.

Restoration Note

The revocation illustrates why lineage-specific repair requires enforceable federal protections. Restoration Zones
must assume that unprotected gains can be reversed.

FREEDMEN’S BUREAU (1865-1872)

Year / Era
1865-1872 — Reconstruction

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (Freedmen’s Bureau)
Stated Intent

Congress created the Bureau to support the transition from slavery to freedom by providing food, housing,
education, employment assistance, and legal protection for FBAs.

Mechanism of Action

The Bureau operated across the South to negotiate labor contracts, settle disputes, build schools, and distribute
limited parcels of land. Its effectiveness depended heavily on local officials and political conditions.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs received critical resources and institutional support, but the Bureau’s short lifespan, political opposition, and
inconsistent enforcement limited its impact. Many protections were withdrawn before stability could be
established.

Redirection Pattern

Political pressure from former Confederates and northern lawmakers shifted the Bureau toward serving broader
populations, including poor whites and immigrants, which diluted its FBA-specific focus. The Bureau’s closure
marked the end of a fragile repair effort.
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Restoration Note

The Bureau highlights how federal institutions can deliver meaningful repair only when they have sustained
authority and political protection. Restoration Zones must plan for long-term implementation rather than short-
term relief.

13TH, 14TH, AND 15TH AMENDMENTS

Year / Era
1865-1870 — Constitutional Reconstruction

Name of Law / Policy / Case

13th Amendment (1865)
14th Amendment (1868)
15th Amendment (1870)

Stated Intent

These amendments were introduced to abolish slavery, establish birthright citizenship, and protect the voting
rights of FBAs. They were framed as transformative legal guarantees intended to secure full inclusion.

Mechanism of Action

The 13th Amendment abolished slavery except as punishment for a crime. The 14th Amendment established
citizenship and equal protection. The 15th Amendment prohibited racial discrimination in voting. Together, they
created a constitutional framework for FBA rights.

Impact on FBAs

The amendments provided essential recognition and opened pathways to political participation. However,

enforcement varied widely across states, and loopholes—particularly in the 13th Amendment’s “crime
exception”—allowed new systems of labor extraction and criminalization to emerge.

Redirection Pattern

Southern states and federal courts exploited constitutional gaps to undermine protections. Vagrancy laws, Black
Codes, and criminal leasing systems used the 13th Amendment’s exception to reimpose coerced labor. The
promise of the amendments was redirected through state-level resistance and weak federal enforcement.

Restoration Note

These amendments are foundational receipts that demonstrate both the necessity of constitutional repair and the
consequences of incomplete implementation. Restoration Zones must target the legacy of the “crime exception”
and unequal protection.
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CIVIL RIGHTS ACTS (1866, 1875)

Year /Era
1866 and 1875 — Reconstruction civil rights framework

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Civil Rights Act of 1866
Civil Rights Act of 1875

Stated Intent

The 1866 Act was designed to clarify citizenship rights and ensure legal equality. The 1875 Act aimed to prohibit
discrimination in public accommodations and reinforce equal access.

Mechanism of Action

The 1866 Act asserted federal authority to protect the civil rights of FBAs. The 1875 Act banned segregation in
public services and attempted to extend federal oversight into areas where states failed to act.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs briefly gained formal recognition of their civil rights, but enforcement was inconsistent. Many states ignored
the legislation, and federal courts often declined intervention. The 1875 Act faced immediate resistance and
uneven implementation.

Redirection Pattern

The rights outlined in these Acts were weakened through judicial rulings and political retreat. Their protections
were eventually overturned in the 1883 Civil Rights Cases, demonstrating federal withdrawal from civil rights
enforcement.

Restoration Note

These Acts show that legal rights without enforcement are symbolic. Restoration Zones must prioritize
mechanisms that guarantee implementation and protection.

SLAUGHTERHOUSE CASES (1873)

Year /Era
1873 — Early judicial narrowing of Reconstruction

Name of Law / Policy / Case

The Slaughterhouse Cases, 83 U.S. (16 Wall.) 36 (1873)
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Stated Intent

The Supreme Court claimed it was clarifying the scope of federal power under the 14th Amendment and defining
which rights were protected by national citizenship.

Mechanism of Action

The Court adopted a narrow interpretation of the Privileges or Immunities Clause, limiting its federal protections
and leaving most civil rights under state control.

Impact on FBAs

The decision weakened the 14th Amendment and enabled states to restrict the rights of FBAs through
discriminatory laws and practices. It signaled judicial reluctance to enforce Reconstruction protections.

Redirection Pattern

By restricting federal authority, the Court redirected responsibility for civil rights to states that were actively
undermining them. This shift opened the door for future rollbacks.

Restoration Note

The case is an early example of judicial retreat. Restoration Zones must treat judicial interpretation as a structural
factor that shapes access to repair.

COMPROMISE OF 1877

Year /Era
1877 — Formal end of Reconstruction

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Compromise of 1877
Stated Intent

The agreement was framed as a political resolution to a contested presidential election, restoring national stability
and unity.

Mechanism of Action

Federal troops were withdrawn from the South in exchange for political concessions. This effectively ended
Reconstruction oversight and returned authority to state governments.

Impact on FBAs

The removal of federal protection allowed widespread terror, disenfranchisement, and racial violence. States
enacted new laws that stripped FBAs of voting rights, land access, and political representation.
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Redirection Pattern

The federal government shifted from supporting Reconstruction to appeasing state leaders who favored white
supremacy. Repair efforts were abandoned, and harm was reinstated through new legal mechanisms.

Restoration Note

This compromise is a central receipt demonstrating that federal withdrawal leads to structural regression.
Restoration Zones must anticipate how political shifts affect repair.

CIVIL RIGHTS CASES (1883)

Year / Era
1883 — Judicial dismantling of Reconstruction rights

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Civil Rights Cases, 109 U.S. 3 (1883)
Stated Intent

The Supreme Court claimed to clarify the limits of federal power by ruling that Congress could not regulate private
acts of discrimination under the 14th Amendment.

Mechanism of Action

The Court struck down key provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1875, ruling that the federal government could
intervene only in cases of state action, not private discrimination.

Impact on FBAs

This decision removed federal protections against discrimination in public accommodations, transportation, and
services. It accelerated the rise of Jim Crow and legitimized widespread exclusion.

Redirection Pattern

The ruling redirected accountability away from federal enforcement and toward states and private actors who had
already shown hostility toward FBAs. It marked the end of federal civil rights protections for nearly a century.

Restoration Note

The decision illustrates how judicial rollback can erase statutory gains. Restoration Zones must consider how
durable protections can be embedded in law and practice.
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RECAP STATEMENT

Reconstruction offered the nation’s first attempt at repair, but every gain was weakened, reversed, or abandoned.
The withdrawal of federal protection reinstated structural harm through new legal forms. The unfinished promises
of this era—land loss, unprotected citizenship rights, unequal enforcement, and the 13th Amendment’s
punishment clause—still shape disparities in wealth, safety, and political power for FBAs.
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ERAIII: JIM CROW, RACIALIZED DEVELOPMENT & WEALTH EXCLUSION (1896-1960S)

Era Overview

This era marks the transition from abandoned Reconstruction to the full institutionalization of Jim Crow. During this
period, federal courts, federal programs, and federal development policy systematically excluded FBAs from rights,
protections, land access, capital pathways, and wealth-building opportunities. The shift from explicit racial
hierarchy to race-neutral administrative systems allowed policymakers to structure inequality through zoning,
credit access, labor protections, and public works.

Understanding this era is essential because it documents how the federal government used economic
development, housing policy, and social insurance to generate multigenerational wealth for white Americans while
bypassing or actively dispossessing FBAs. This is the era in which racialized poverty was manufactured through
federal design, not personal deficiency.

This era includes the following entries:
o Plessyv. Ferguson (1896)

e New Deal Programs (1930s)

HOLC/FHA Redlining (1934-1940)

Gl Bill (1944)

Housing Act of 1949 / Urban Renewal
e Federal Highway Act (1956)

Each entry below follows the Section Il structural template.

PLESSY V. FERGUSON (1896)

Year / Era
1896 — Judicial authorization of segregation

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 U.S. 537 (1896)
Stated Intent

The Supreme Court claimed it was upholding state authority to regulate public accommodations and establishing
that racial separation did not violate the 14th Amendment if facilities were purportedly equal.
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Mechanism of Action

The decision legitimized segregation laws across the country, allowing states to enforce racial separation in
transportation, education, housing, public services, and employment. It transformed discrimination into a legally
sanctioned system.

Impact on FBAs

Segregation restricted access to quality schools, employment, infrastructure, and public resources. It
concentrated FBAs in underfunded communities while allowing white populations to expand their social and
economic advantages through exclusive access to federal and state investments.

Redirection Pattern

The ruling provided the legal basis for racialized public spending. Federal and state resources were diverted into
white communities under the protection of “separate but equal,” while FBA communities received inferior or
nonexistent investment.

Restoration Note

This case shows how judicial interpretation can institutionalize harm. Restoration Zones must treat segregation-
era infrastructure as part of the federal responsibility to repair.

NEW DEAL PROGRAMS (1930S)

Year / Era
1933-1939 — Federal economic expansion during the Great Depression

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Social Security Act (1935)

National Labor Relations Act (1935)

Federal Housing Administration (1934)

Agricultural Adjustment Act (1933)
e Civilian Conservation Corps (1933)
Stated Intent

The New Deal was presented as a national recovery strategy to stabilize the economy, expand employment, and
provide safety nets for workers and families.
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Mechanism of Action

New Deal programs created labor protections, social insurance, large-scale employment initiatives, and federally
backed credit and housing supports. Many programs allowed state and local officials to determine eligibility and
implementation.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs were systematically excluded from key benefits through occupational exclusions, discriminatory local
enforcement, and lending rules. Farmworkers and domestic workers—roles heavily occupied by FBAs—were
omitted from Social Security and labor protections. These exclusions shaped a racial wealth divide that persists
today.

Redirection Pattern

Race-neutral federal programs were administered through segregated local systems that redirected benefits
toward white workers and communities. White immigrants gained access to safety nets and housing supports
denied to FBAs.

Restoration Note

New Deal exclusions show how federal design can convert national investment into racialized opportunity.
Restoration Zones must account for the cumulative effects of missed national wealth-building programs.

HOLC / FHA REDLINING (1934-1940)

Year / Era
1934-1940 — Federal codification of segregated housing markets

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC) Residential Security Maps
Federal Housing Administration (FHA) Underwriting Manual

Stated Intent

Federal officials framed these programs as efforts to stabilize housing markets, expand homeownership, and
promote economic recovery.

Mechanism of Action

HOLC created graded maps that labeled FBA neighborhoods as “hazardous,” while FHA underwriting standards
prohibited loans in racially mixed or predominantly FBA areas. These policies restricted federal mortgage
insurance to white neighborhoods and structured private lending around the same criteria.
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Impact on FBAs

Redlining denied FBAs access to mortgage credit, homeownership, and the primary driver of intergenerational
wealth in the 20th century. FBA neighborhoods were starved of investment, infrastructure, and public resources
while white neighborhoods accumulated generational capital.

Redirection Pattern

Federal resources intended to expand national homeownership were redirected almost exclusively to white
families. Immigrant groups classified as “white” benefited disproportionately from these programs, while FBAs
were confined to underfunded rental markets.

Restoration Note

Redlining is a core receipt demonstrating how federal policy engineered the racial wealth gap. Restoration Zones
must incorporate place-based reparative strategies directly tied to these maps and underwriting rules.

GIBILL (1944)

Year / Era
1944 — Post-World War Il economic expansion

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (Gl Bill)
Stated Intent

The Act was promoted as a way to support veterans through education benefits, home loans, and business
assistance, helping them transition into civilian life.

Mechanism of Action

Although federally funded, the program was administered locally. Banks, colleges, and state agencies determined
eligibility and disbursement, allowing segregation to dictate access.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs were denied home loans, limited in college admissions, and excluded from job training programs. White
veterans accessed mortgages, degrees, and business capital that transformed their families’ socioeconomic
trajectories.

Redirection Pattern

A national investment marketed as universal was channeled through segregated systems that redirected wealth-
building opportunities to white veterans and their descendants.

Page | 27



@ USBA 2025

Restoration Note

The Gl Bill demonstrates how local administration can undermine federal intent. Restoration Zones must prioritize
pathways to housing, education, and capital that counteract these historic exclusions.

HOUSING ACT OF 1949 / URBAN RENEWAL

Year / Era
1949-1960s — Federal redevelopment era

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Housing Act of 1949 (Title | — Urban Redevelopment)
Stated Intent

The Act was presented as a program to eliminate blight, improve housing quality, and modernize American cities
through redevelopment.

Mechanism of Action

Federal funds were used to acquire and clear urban land. Local authorities designated redevelopment zones and
oversaw relocation operations. Many areas selected for clearance were FBA communities.

Impact on FBAs

Urban renewal displaced hundreds of thousands of FBAs, destroyed thriving business districts, and removed
homeowners from properties without adequate compensation. Redeveloped areas often excluded FBAs from
returning, shifting land and wealth into white ownership.

Redirection Pattern

Federal redevelopment resources increased property values and economic activity for white developers and
residents. FBA losses became the foundation for white urban revitalization.

Restoration Note

Urban renewal is a major structural receipt. Restoration Zones must treat displacement, land loss, and community
fragmentation as central components of repair.

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ACT (1956)

Year / Era

1956 — Postwar infrastructure expansion
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Name of Law / Policy / Case

Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956
Stated Intent

The Act was introduced to create a national interstate system that would improve transportation, strengthen
national defense, and link regional economies.

Mechanism of Action

Highways were routed through FBA neighborhoods at disproportionately high rates. Eminent domain laws allowed
the demolition of homes, businesses, and cultural hubs. Construction separated once-unified communities and
redirected economic activity away from FBA corridors.

Impact on FBAs

Entire neighborhoods were destroyed, business districts collapsed, and generational wealth was erased.
Communities were fragmented by physical barriers that limited mobility, employment access, and commercial
development for decades.

Redirection Pattern

Highway projects redirected land value, commercial activity, and development opportunities to white suburbs. FBA
communities absorbed the displacement while white communities gained mobility, access, and wealth expansion.

Restoration Note

Infrastructure decisions must be treated as reparations-relevant. Restoration Zones should integrate land
restitution, community restoration, and economic redevelopment strategies for areas targeted by highway
construction.

RECAP STATEMENT

Federal courts and federal programs transformed segregation and exclusion into an administrative system that
generated generational wealth for white Americans while depriving FBAs of land, credit, housing, protections, and
public investment. The wealth gap, neighborhood disinvestment, school inequity, and economic exclusion that
persist today are direct consequences of this era’s federal design.
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ERA IV: CIVIL RIGHTS, VOTING & UNIVERSAL EQUALITY LANGUAGE (1960S-1970S)

Era Overview

This era represents a major federal shift from explicit racial hierarchy to universal equality language. During this
period, Congress passed landmark legislation aimed at prohibiting discrimination, expanding voting access,
improving education, and strengthening housing protections. While these laws responded to centuries of
exclusion, they replaced lineage-specific harms with broad categories such as “minority,” “disadvantaged,” or
“protected class.” These categories allowed benefits initially intended for FBAs to be shared with groups who did
not experience the same historical harm, creating early conditions for category collapse and redirection.

This period is essential because itillustrates how federal recognition of discrimination did not include federal
recognition of lineage. Gains for FBAs were real but fragile, and implementation depended on political will, local
enforcement, and judicial interpretation. As universal language took prominence, FBA-specific outcomes became
harder to track and easier to dilute.

This era includes the following entries:
e Civil Rights Act (1964)
¢ Voting Rights Act (1965)
e Elementary & Secondary Education Act (1965)
e Fair Housing Act (1968)

This era shows how sweeping civil rights protections reshaped the legal landscape while simultaneously obscuring
lineage-specific harm through broad, race-neutral categories.

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT (1964)

Year / Era
1964 — Civil Rights Era legislative reform

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Pub. L. 88-352)
Stated Intent

The Act was introduced to prohibit discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin in
employment, public accommodations, and federally funded programs.

Page | 30



@ USBA 2025

Mechanism of Action

The law created enforcement tools through the Department of Justice and the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. Its protections applied across broad demographic categories, which gave flexibility but diluted
specificity.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs gained critical protections against overt discrimination, but the “minority” category allowed non-FBA groups
to access the same benefits. This created competition for remedies intended to address anti-FBA exclusion and
opened pathways for redirection.

Redirection Pattern

Universal protections enabled institutions to meet civil rights requirements by supporting any qualifying minority
group. Resources shifted toward populations with higher social capital and broader political support, leaving FBA-
specific disparities unresolved.

Restoration Note

The Act demonstrates how universal frameworks can acknowledge discrimination while obscuring lineage-specific
repair needs.

VOTING RIGHTS ACT (1965)

Year / Era
1965 — Federal intervention in voting discrimination

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Voting Rights Act of 1965 (Pub. L. 89-110)
Stated Intent

The Act sought to eliminate racially discriminatory practices that prevented FBAs from voting, particularly in the
South.

Mechanism of Action

The law banned literacy tests, authorized federal examiners, and required states with histories of discrimination to
obtain federal “preclearance” before changing voting rules.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs experienced immediate increases in voter registration, political representation, and local influence. The Act
provided federal oversight to prevent states from reintroducing discriminatory barriers.
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Redirection Pattern

Over time, key provisions—especially preclearance—were narrowed or removed through court decisions. States
regained the ability to implement voting policies that disproportionately restricted FBA access, reversing many of
the early gains.

Restoration Note

The fate of the Act shows how rights-based protections require ongoing enforcement to prevent regression.

ELEMENTARY & SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT (1965)

Year / Era
1965 — Federal education expansion

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA)
Stated Intent

The legislation was framed as a national investment in improving education for children from low-income families
and reducing inequality in school quality.

Mechanism of Action

Federal funds were distributed to schools based on poverty indicators. The Act used broad categories such as
“disadvantaged students” to determine eligibility, with states controlling implementation.

Impact on FBAs

Many FBA students lived in underfunded districts that qualified for support, but the broad definition of
“disadvantaged” allowed funds to flow to diverse populations with different historical needs. Local control limited
accountability for addressing lineage-specific educational disparities.

Redirection Pattern

Broad eligibility categories redirected resources to communities without FBA-specific harm. Over time, reforms
such as Title | allocations widened participation without narrowing FBA-centered gaps.

Restoration Note

Education policy illustrates how universal frameworks can distribute resources widely while failing to repair
lineage-specific educational deprivation.
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FAIR HOUSING ACT (1968)

Year /Era
1968 — Late Civil Rights Era housing reform

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Fair Housing Act of 1968 (Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968)
Stated Intent

The Act was introduced to prohibit discrimination in housing sales, rentals, and financing based on race, color,
religion, or national origin.

Mechanism of Action

The law created federal authority to investigate discrimination claims and required jurisdictions to “affirmatively
further fair housing,” but enforcement tools were limited, and compliance was often voluntary.

Impact on FBAs

The Act outlawed explicit housing discrimination, yet did not dismantle redlining, restrictive covenants, or local
zoning rules. Limited enforcement kept segregated housing patterns in place and maintained barriers to FBA
homeownership and wealth-building.

Redirection Pattern

With weak enforcement, benefits shifted toward groups better positioned to navigate housing markets, including
immigrants and non-FBA minorities. Structural barriers continued to limit FBA access despite nominal protections.

Restoration Note

Fair housing protections without enforcement do not alter structural conditions. Restoration Zones must pursue
housing interventions that counteract federal failures to regulate discrimination.

RECAP STATEMENT

Civilrights legislation outlawed explicit discrimination but replaced lineage-specific harms with universal
categories that diluted repair. Weak enforcement allowed segregation-era structures to endure. Today’s disparities
in voting access, school funding, housing, and economic mobility reflect both the gains and the limits of this era’s
universal equality frameworks.
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ERAV: IMMIGRATION EXPANSION & CATEGORY COLLAPSE (1965-PRESENT)

Era Overview

This era marks a major federal transformation in national identity, population structure, and civil rights categories.
Beginning in the mid-1960s, immigration policy shifted from restrictive quotas based on European ancestry to
expansive, globally inclusive systems that opened the United States to large-scale voluntary migration. These
changes altered the meaning of “minority,” “disadvantaged,” and eventually “Black,” allowing newly arrived groups
to enter demographic categories originally shaped by the historical experience of FBAs.

As these new populations were incorporated into civil rights frameworks, public narratives and institutional
metrics shifted toward pan-ethnic classifications that obscured the distinct lineage of FBA harm. Immigration law
became a structural pathway through which universal language deepened category collapse, reshaped labor
markets, and redirected resources away from FBAs.

This era includes the following entries:

e |Immigration and Nationality Act (1965)

Refugee Act (1980)

Immigration Reform and Control Act — IRCA (1986)

Diversity Visa Program (1990)
e Temporary Protected Status (TPS) & Asylee Programs

This era reveals how immigration expansion reshaped racial categories in ways that diluted lineage-based claims
and redirected opportunities intended for FBAs.

IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT (1965)

Year /Era
1965 — Post-Civil Rights immigration reform

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 (Hart—Celler Act)
Stated Intent

The law was introduced to eliminate discriminatory national-origin quotas and create a fair, merit-based, and
family-based immigration system.
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Mechanism of Action

The Act removed European preference quotas, expanded family reunification pathways, and opened large-scale
immigration from Africa, the Caribbean, Asia, and Latin America. It instituted numeric caps but significantly
diversified eligibility.

Impact on FBAs

The demographic composition of Black America changed rapidly. Immigrant groups entered the “Black” category in
census data, education systems, and civil rights frameworks. These shifts altered how institutions measured
disparity and who qualified for programs designed in response to FBA harm.

Redirection Pattern

Benefits, protections, and programs originally created to address anti-FBA discrimination began to extend to newly
arrived voluntary migrants. This redirection weakened the ability to track FBA outcomes and diluted the impact of
civil rights enforcement.

Restoration Note

Immigration policy shows how category expansion can obscure lineage. Restoration Zones must distinguish
between demographic categories and harm lineages in all equity systems.

REFUGEE ACT (1980)

Year / Era
1980 — Expansion of humanitarian pathways

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Refugee Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96-212)
Stated Intent

The Act aimed to standardize procedures for admitting refugees, align U.S. policy with international standards, and
provide humanitarian protection for displaced individuals.

Mechanism of Action

The law established a uniform definition of “refugee,” increased annual admissions, created resettlement
programs, and authorized federal support services. It positioned refugees within broader civil rights and anti-
discrimination frameworks.

Impact on FBAs

An expanding refugee system introduced new populations into civil rights and minority categories. As refugee
groups accessed federal assistance, public institutions began using “minority” as an umbrella term that included

them alongside FBAs, even though their historical relationship to U.S. harm differed entirely.
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Redirection Pattern

Programs addressing racial disparity or economic disadvantage increasingly served refugee communities,
broadening the meaning of “disadvantaged” and further obscuring FBA-specific needs.

Restoration Note

The refugee system reveals how humanitarian categories can unintentionally dilute domestic reparative
frameworks. Restoration Zones must separate global displacement from U.S.-generated harm.

IRCA (1986)

Year / Era
1986 — Federal legalization and labor restructuring

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (IRCA)
Stated Intent

The Act was introduced to control unauthorized immigration by creating employer sanctions, improving border
enforcement, and offering legalization pathways for certain undocumented residents.

Mechanism of Action

IRCA provided amnesty for millions of undocumented immigrants, expanded temporary work programs, and
restructured labor markets. Legalization enabled access to federal and state benefits, employment protections,
and public services.

Impact on FBAs

The legalization of large immigrant populations shifted labor competition in low-wage sectors where FBAs had long
faced exclusion and discrimination. Newly legalized workers gained access to pathways and protections that did
not address the historical labor exploitation of FBAs.

Redirection Pattern

As IRCA beneficiaries entered civil rights and minority programs, institutional attention drifted from FBA-specific
labor disparities toward broader categories of discrimination affecting immigrant workers.

Restoration Note

IRCA demonstrates how labor-market policies can expand protected categories without addressing legacy harms.
Restoration Zones must distinguish labor inequity rooted in slavery from inequity tied to immigrant assimilation.
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DIVERSITY VISA PROGRAM (1990)

Year /Era
1990 — Post-Cold War immigration expansion

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Diversity Immigrant Visa Program (1990)
Stated Intent

The program was designed to diversify immigrant admissions by providing visas to individuals from
underrepresented countries.

Mechanism of Action

The Diversity Visa lottery established annual quotas that significantly expanded African and Caribbean
immigration. This increased the number of voluntary-arrival Black immigrants entering national demographic
categories.

Impact on FBAs

As non-FBA Black immigrants grew in number, institutions increasingly treated “Black” as a homogenous category.
FBA-specific disparities became harder to measure, and advances by immigrant populations were sometimes
interpreted as progress for FBAs.

Redirection Pattern

Programs using aggregated racial metrics redirected benefits, representation, and institutional opportunities
toward Black immigrant groups with different socioeconomic trajectories and different relationships to U.S. harm.

Restoration Note

The Diversity Visa Program shows how racial aggregation masks lineage differences. Restoration Zones must treat
“Black” as a demographic descriptor, not a lineage category.

TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS (TPS) & ASYLEE PROGRAMS

Year / Era
1990s-Present — Federal humanitarian expansion

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Temporary Protected Status (TPS)
Asylee and Humanitarian Parole Programs (Various Statutes)
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Stated Intent

These programs were introduced to provide temporary or long-term protection for individuals fleeing conflict,
disasters, or persecution.

Mechanism of Action

TPS and asylee designations grant work authorization, legal protection, and access to federal or state benefits.
Over time, renewals and administrative actions have transformed temporary protections into long-term residency
for many groups.

Impact on FBAs

As protected populations expanded, they entered civil rights, minority, and disadvantage categories. This added
further layers to the category collapse affecting FBAs, whose unique historical relationship to U.S. harm remained
unaddressed even as federal programs expanded equity categories.

Redirection Pattern

Public institutions began applying diversity requirements, funding criteria, and equity metrics to broad racial and
ethnic aggregates. As more non-FBA groups received “minority” or “Black” classification, FBA-specific disparities
became statistically obscured.

Restoration Note

Humanitarian protections serve global needs but complicate domestic reparative work. Restoration Zones must
maintain a clear separation between immigration-based disadvantage and harm rooted in enslavement and state
action against FBAs

RECAP STATEMENT

Immigration expansion reshaped the meaning of racial and civil rights categories, allowing voluntary-arrival groups
to enter frameworks built in response to FBA harm. This produced category collapse and made lineage invisible in
federal data. The modern inability to track FBA outcomes—and the redirection of resources toward aggregated
groups—are active consequences of this era.
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ERA VI: AFFIRMATIVE ACTION, DEI & LEGAL RETRENCHMENT (1960S-2020S)

Era Overview

This era marks the federal shift from lineage-based remedies toward frameworks organized around diversity,
representation, and broad racial inclusion. What began as an attempt to address discrimination against FBAs
evolved into a system of generalized benefits that did not distinguish between those harmed by U.S. policy and
those who arrived voluntarily. Court decisions, executive orders, and administrative guidance gradually reframed
affirmative action away from historical repair and toward institutional preferences for “diversity” without grounding
in lineage or harm.

As the legal landscape narrowed, institutions replaced remedy-based approaches with symbolic diversity
programming, often expanding eligibility for programs originally intended to reduce anti-FBA discrimination. By the
mid-2020s, the federal and state environments had not only limited race-conscious tools but also began
dismantling DEI systems altogether, further eroding even symbolic recognition of structural harm.

This era includes the following entries:

Philadelphia Plan (1969)

e Executive Orders 10925 & 11246

e Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)
e Grutter v. Bollinger / Gratz v. Bollinger (2003)

e Fisherv. University of Texas (2013/2016)

e Students for Fair Admissions (2023)

e DEI Expansion (2010s-2020s)

e DEI Rollbacks (mid-2020s)

This era demonstrates how legal and institutional shifts replaced reparative logic with diversity logic, erasing the
distinction between FBA harm and generalized inclusion.

THE PHILADELPHIA PLAN (1969)

Year / Era
1969 — Early affirmative action through federal contracting

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Philadelphia Plan (1969)
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Stated Intent
To increase minority participation in federal construction projects through targeted hiring goals.

Mechanism of Action

The plan required federal contractors to submit goals and timetables for hiring minority workers. It was the first
major federal program to use numerical standards to counteract employment discrimination.

Impact on FBAs

While intended to address exclusion in skilled trades, the Plan categorized all “minority” workers together. This
allowed non-FBA groups, including immigrants, to benefit from opportunities originally framed in response to anti-
FBA labor discrimination.

Redirection Pattern

The shift to “minority” categories diluted lineage. Institutions treated the plan as a general inclusion policy rather
than a targeted remedy for FBAs excluded from unionized trades.

Restoration Note

This entry shows how early race-conscious policy laid the groundwork for broad racial categorization that obscured
FBA-specific exclusion.

EXECUTIVE ORDERS 10925 & 11246

Year /Era
1961 & 1965 — Formalization of federal affirmative action

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Executive Order 10925 (1961)
Executive Order 11246 (1965)

Stated Intent

Both orders sought to prevent employment discrimination by federal contractors and promote “affirmative action”
to ensure equal opportunity.

Mechanism of Action

The orders required proactive steps to increase representation of minorities in hiring and promotion. EO 11246
gave the Labor Department authority to enforce compliance and investigate discriminatory practices.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs gained access to employment pathways previously closed by segregation and exclusion. Yet the broad term

“minority” allowed voluntary-arrival groups to qualify for programs addressing harms they had not experienced.
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Redirection Pattern

As immigrant populations increased, affirmative action became a redistribution system that allocated
opportunities across multiple non-white groups rather than focusing on those directly harmed by U.S. laws.

Restoration Note

These orders illustrate how remedies that begin as anti-discrimination tools can transition into generic diversity
policies without lineage grounding.

REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA V. BAKKE (1978)

Year / Era
1978 — Reframing repair as diversity

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)
Stated Intent
To determine whether race-conscious admissions programs violated the Equal Protection Clause and Title VI.

Mechanism of Action

The Supreme Court struck down strict racial quotas but allowed race to be considered as one factor in admissions.
“Diversity” became the approved justification, replacing remedy-based rationales.

Impact on FBAs

The shift from repairing past discrimination to promoting diversity weakened the legal foundation for FBA-specific
admissions considerations. Institutions could justify racial inclusion without addressing historical harm.

Redirection Pattern

Diversity framing enabled institutions to aggregate all non-white groups together, allowing immigrant and non-FBA
populations to benefit equally from race-conscious admissions.

Restoration Note

Bakke marks the turning point where the legal system shifted from repair to broad representation, accelerating
category collapse.
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GRUTTER V. BOLLINGER / GRATZ V. BOLLINGER (2003)

Year / Era
2003 — Further narrowing of race-conscious admissions

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Grutter v. Bollinger (2003)
Gratz v. Bollinger (2003)

Stated Intent

To determine whether race-conscious admissions policies at the University of Michigan complied with the Equal
Protection Clause.

Mechanism of Action

The Court upheld limited race consideration in graduate admissions (Grutter) but struck down point-based racial
preferences in undergraduate admissions (Gratz). Diversity remained the only valid justification.

Impact on FBAs

The rulings reinforced a narrow legal pathway for using race, making it harder for institutions to justify lineage-
based repair. Programs increasingly relied on generalized diversity arguments, weakening FBA-centered
considerations.

Redirection Pattern

Immigrant and higher-resource non-FBA populations benefited disproportionately as admissions frameworks
applied race broadly rather than directing repair to FBAs.

Restoration Note

These cases show how limiting legal definitions of race-conscious policy restrict the ability to address lineage
harm directly.

FISHER V. UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS (2013/2016)

Year / Era
2013 and 2016 — Heightened scrutiny of race use

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Fisher v. University of Texas (2013 & 2016)
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Stated Intent
To determine whether the use of race in admissions met the strict scrutiny required under the Constitution.

Mechanism of Action

The Court required universities to prove that no race-neutral alternatives could achieve diversity. This increased
legal pressure on institutions to minimize race considerations.

Impact on FBAs

The decision made it more difficult to address the educational consequences of historical discrimination.
Institutions adopted race-neutral approaches that further displaced lineage-specific repair.

Redirection Pattern

With diversity as the only permissible framework, immigrant and international students classified as “Black”
absorbed many of the benefits once tied to anti-FBA exclusion.

Restoration Note

Fisher shows how strict scrutiny can eliminate even modest, race-conscious tools unless accompanied by a
lineage-based rationale.

STUDENTS FOR FAIR ADMISSIONS (2023)

Year / Era
2023 — End of race-conscious admissions as practiced

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. Harvard / UNC (2023)
Stated Intent
To determine whether race-conscious admissions violate the Equal Protection Clause.

Mechanism of Action

The Court struck down the use of race in admissions, ending the diversity framework that shaped higher education
for decades.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs lost even the limited benefits that diversity frameworks sometimes provided, despite those frameworks never
being rooted in lineage repair. At the same time, the ruling did not address the underlying structural disadvantages
FBAs continue to face.
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Redirection Pattern

Institutions pivoted toward race-neutral proxies, further obscuring lineage and reinforcing category collapse.
Restoration Note

This ruling underscores the necessity of lineage-based frameworks that do not rely on race as a legal trigger.

DEI EXPANSION (2010S-2020S)

Year / Era
2010s-2020s — Symbolic diversity regimes

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (Institutional Policies and Initiatives)
Stated Intent

To promote institutional diversity, improve representation, and address inequities through campus and workplace
programs.

Mechanism of Action

DEIl systems expanded hiring, training, and programmatic efforts, often adopting broad racial categories to justify
inclusion. Institutions built diversity offices without tying frameworks to harm, lineage, or structural conditions.

Impact on FBAs

While framed as equity work, DEI often elevated immigrant and voluntary-arrival groups, creating visibility without
addressing the consequences of enslavement and state-sanctioned exclusion.

Redirection Pattern

DEl transformed into a redistribution system where benefits circulated widely across non-white groups, leaving
FBA-specific harm unaddressed.

Restoration Note

DEI demonstrates how symbolic inclusion can obscure structural lineage-based claims.

DEI ROLLBACKS (MID-2020S)

Year / Era

Mid-2020s — Retrenchment and removal
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Name of Law / Policy / Case

State and Institutional Rollbacks of DEI (2023-2025)
Stated Intent
To eliminate DEI programs deemed discriminatory or ideologically driven.

Mechanism of Action

States passed laws banning DEI hiring programs and restricting the use of race-based or equity-focused criteria.
Universities and corporations dismantled diversity offices and removed related initiatives.

Impact on FBAs

FBAs experienced removal of even symbolic frameworks that previously attempted to address disparities. Yet the
rollbacks did not restore lineage-based repair or introduce replacement systems grounded in historical harm.

Redirection Pattern

The disappearance of DElI removed the diversity logic that diluted FBA claims, but it did not reinstall repair logic.
Institutions defaulted to race-neutral frameworks that conceal lineage entirely.

Restoration Note

DEl rollbacks reveal the instability of diversity-based systems and the necessity of lineage-centered frameworks
that do not rely on political climate.

RECAP STATEMENT

Affirmative action and DEI shifted from addressing historical harm to promoting broad racial diversity,
redistributing benefits across many groups while leaving lineage-based deprivation unresolved. As courts
dismantled even symbolic inclusion, no lineage-centered framework replaced it. The absence of enforceable
repair tools today is a direct continuation of this era’s legal narrowing and category dilution.
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ERA VII: CRIMINALIZATION, WAR ON DRUGS & MASS INCARCERATION (1970S-PRESENT)

Era Overview

This era captures the federal policies that transformed criminal law into a system of racialized control, deepening
the structural harm rooted in the 13th Amendment’s incarceration exception. Beginning in the early 1970s, political
leaders framed drug use, urban life, and community safety through narratives that disproportionately targeted
FBAs. Federal statutes, sentencing regimes, and funding incentives created an enforcement architecture that
accelerated incarceration, destabilized households, and reshaped economic life across FBA communities.

This period demonstrates how policy choices—not cultural behavior—produced the concentrated criminalization
that continues to define disparities in policing, sentencing, and community well-being. It shows how the promise

of civil rights coexisted with a parallel system of state punishment that functioned as an extension of earlier forms
of control.

This era includes the following entries:

e Nixon War on Drugs (1971)

Anti-Drug Abuse Acts (1986, 1988)

Mandatory Minimums & Truth-in-Sentencing Policies

Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act (1994 Crime Bill)
e Welfare Reform — PRWORA (1996)

This era reveals how federal criminal and economic policy produced a coordinated landscape of punishment that
intensified FBA harm under the guise of public safety.

NIXON ADMINISTRATION: WAR ON DRUGS (1971)

Year/ Era
1971 — Federal declaration of drug war

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Nixon Administration Drug Policy Initiatives (“War on Drugs”)
Stated Intent

The administration framed drug use as a threat to national stability and public safety, calling for aggressive
enforcement and treatment programs.
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Mechanism of Action

The federal government increased funding for policing, surveillance, drug enforcement units, and punitive
approaches to substance use. These programs expanded state authority and intensified criminalization in targeted
neighborhoods.

Impact on FBAs

Although presented as race-neutral, the policies were enforced in ways that disproportionately impacted FBA
communities. Federal officials later acknowledged that the strategy intentionally targeted FBAs and anti-war
groups for political gain.

Redirection Pattern

Resources intended for community stabilization were redirected toward policing and carceral expansion. Social
conditions related to employment, housing, and health were reframed as criminal matters rather than structural
ones.

Restoration Note

This entry highlights how federal drug policy served as a gateway to mass incarceration and reinforced the punitive
use of the 13th Amendment exception.

ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACTS (1986, 1988)

Year / Era
1986 & 1988 — Rapid expansion of sentencing disparities

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986
Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988

Stated Intent
Congress passed these laws to combat rising drug use and trafficking and to improve public safety.

Mechanism of Action

The 1986 Act introduced mandatory minimum sentences and established the 100:1 crack-to-powder cocaine
disparity. The 1988 Act expanded penalties, increased federal funding for policing, and created new categories of
drug-related offenses.

Impact on FBAs

The sentencing disparity disproportionately affected FBAs, who were more likely to be charged with crack cocaine
offenses. Long sentences, aggressive prosecution, and reduced judicial discretion led to widespread family

separation and generational economic loss.
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Redirection Pattern

Federal funds flowed toward enforcement rather than community support, deepening structural disadvantage for
FBAs while positioning drug policy as a crime issue instead of a public health issue.

Restoration Note

The sentencing disparities demonstrate how racially coded policies can produce long-term harm even when
framed as safety measures.

MANDATORY MINIMUMS & TRUTH-IN-SENTENCING POLICIES

Year / Era
1980s-1990s — Entrenchment of punitive sentencing

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Federal Mandatory Minimum Sentencing Laws
Truth-in-Sentencing Requirements (Various Statutes; 1994 Incentives)

Stated Intent
To ensure uniformity in sentencing and guarantee that individuals served most of their imposed prison terms.

Mechanism of Action

Mandatory minimums restricted judicial discretion, created fixed sentencing floors, and increased average
sentence lengths. Truth-in-sentencing laws required individuals to serve 85% or more of their sentences, often tied
to federal funding incentives for state compliance.

Impact on FBAs

The policies intensified the growth of the incarcerated population and disproportionately affected FBAs, who
already faced targeted enforcement and prosecutorial disparities. Longer sentences magnified family disruption
and community destabilization.

Redirection Pattern

Federal incentives motivated states to expand prisons rather than invest in social supports, redirecting public
funds away from health, education, and economic development.

Restoration Note

These policies show how structural punishment became embedded in federal and state systems through financial
and administrative design.
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VIOLENT CRIME CONTROL AND LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT (1994 CRIME BILL)

Year /Era
1994 — Peak expansion of carceral infrastructure

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994
Stated Intent

To reduce crime rates through enhanced policing, expanded sentencing regimes, and investments in law
enforcement capacity.

Mechanism of Action

The bill funded tens of thousands of new police officers, expanded prison construction, increased mandatory
minimums, and strengthened truth-in-sentencing requirements. It also restructured federal grant programs to
reward aggressive enforcement.

Impact on FBAs

The Crime Bill accelerated incarceration in FBA communities already targeted by earlier drug policies. It intensified
contact with the criminal legal system and contributed to long-term economic displacement and voter
disenfranchisement.

Redirection Pattern

Public investment flowed into punitive systems rather than community repair, placing local governments in
competition for federal dollars tied to incarceration metrics.

Restoration Note

This entry reflects how federal legislation amplified the structural consequences of the 13th Amendment’s
punishment clause.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND WORK OPPORTUNITY RECONCILIATION ACT (PRWORA, 1996)

Year / Era
1996 — Federal welfare restructuring

Name of Law / Policy / Case

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA, 1996)
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Stated Intent
To reform welfare programs, promote workforce participation, and reduce dependence on government assistance.

Mechanism of Action

PRWORA introduced work requirements, time limits, and block grants that reduced federal oversight. It restricted
support for individuals with certain convictions and reshaped safety-net programs for low-income families.

Impact on FBAs

The law disproportionately affected FBA households, especially women-led families already destabilized by mass
incarceration. Restrictions tied to drug convictions further punished those impacted by targeted policing.

Redirection Pattern

Economic support systems shifted away from structural assistance and toward punitive conditions, deepening the
cumulative effects of incarceration and policing in FBA communities.

Restoration Note

Welfare reform reveals how economic policy and criminal policy worked together to produce modern deprivation.

RECAP STATEMENT

Federal criminal, economic, and sentencing policies turned the 13th Amendment exception into a modern system
of racialized punishment. Mass incarceration, family destabilization, labor exclusion, and long-term economic
deprivation were engineered through federal design. These harms—policing disparities, sentencing inequity,
wealth loss, and community destabilization—remain active and unresolved today.
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HARM ANALYSIS & APPLICATION

The Six-Part Cycle

Across eight eras, a consistent cycle emerges that explains how structural harm was created, partially addressed,
diluted, redirected, and reinserted into new forms. The details of each era change, but the pattern remains the
same:

Harm > Partial Repair > Category Expansion > Immigration Shift > Redirection > Rollback

e Harm: Federal laws created the identity hierarchy, economic deprivation, criminalization, land loss, and
exclusion that shape modern FBA conditions.

o Partial Repair: Reconstruction, civil rights legislation, and early affirmative action attempted to respond,
but these efforts were narrow, under-enforced, or timebound.

e Category Expansion: Broad terms such as “minority,” “disadvantaged,” and “underserved” replaced
lineage-specific frameworks.

¢ Immigration Shift: New populations entered federal racial and economic categories without experiencing
the historical harm those categories were designed to remedy.

¢ Redirection: Programs justified by FBA data served groups with no lineage ties to the harm.

¢ Rollback: When political conditions shifted, even diluted forms of repair were weakened or eliminated,
while structural deprivation remained intact.

This cycle reveals that FBA outcomes are not the result of cultural deficits or community choices. They are the
predictable products of federal policy design.

WHY LINEAGE-BASED SYSTEMS ARE ESSENTIAL

Modern equity frameworks rely on aggregated racial categories that collapse distinctions between groups with
different histories, exposures, and starting positions. These categorical systems make structural repair impossible.
When “Black,” “minority,” or “disadvantaged” include voluntary-arrival groups, the data no longer reflects the
specific impact of federal harm on FBAs.

Lineage-based categories are necessary because:

e They separate the direct descendants of individuals subjected to U.S. chattel slavery from groups whose
presence in America began under different conditions.

o They allow institutions to track the actual effects of federal policies across generations.
e They prevent resource dilution and ensure that programs justified by FBA conditions benefit them.
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e They create a clear record for reparations litigation, federal negotiations, and local implementation.

Without lineage-specific data, institutions will continue to misread disparity, misdirect funding, and misinterpret
FBA outcomes as cultural rather than structural. Redesignhing categories is not cosmetic. It is foundational to any
system that aims to reverse harm rather than redistribute opportunity broadly.

STRUCTURAL HARM & RESTORATION ZONES

Restoration Zones are designed to convert structural harm into solutions. The timeline provides the evidence base
needed to anchor those solutions in federal history rather than local interpretation. Each Zone should use the
prompts below to translate this record into policy, enforcement, governance, and economic frameworks.

Which laws still have leverage for policy revision?

¢ Which federal statutes contain unresolved obligations, unfulfilled mandates, or narrow remedies that can
be expanded?

e Where do Reconstruction-era amendments still carry enforceable authority despite later dilution?

¢ Which civil rights, voting rights, or housing laws have gaps that can be challenged, reopened, or
strengthened?

¢ Which criminal legal policies (sentencing, enforcement incentives, incarceration statutes) remain active
and require targeted repeal or redesign?

Restoration Zones should map these leverage points to current local systems.

Where must new FBA-specific frameworks be created?
o Which areas require lineage-based definitions because federal categories are structurally collapsed?
e How should local institutions rebuild eligibility rules to distinguish FBAs from other demographic groups?

e Which economic, health, housing, or business programs require separate pathways because aggregated
data obscures FBA harm?

o Where must new governance standards be established to protect against redirection?

Each Zone should identify the systems that must be rebuilt rather than revised.

Which receipts from this timeline should drive reparations claims and litigation?
¢ Which statutes demonstrate intentional harm, exclusion, or deprivation?

o Which laws show partial repair that was actively reversed or undermined?
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Which immigration and minority-business policies illustrate redirection of benefits justified by FBA
conditions?

Which criminal legal and economic policies show structural enforcement of the 13th Amendment
exception?

These receipts form the backbone of local, state, and federal reparations strategies.

How should Restoration Zones integrate this federal record into their design?

Use the timeline to identify the specific harms that each Zone must address through policy, budgeting, and
institutional restructuring.

Build local systems that align with federal patterns of dispossession rather than isolated symptoms.
Anchor all program design in lineage-based data and accountability structures.
Train local institutions to distinguish between universal equity narratives and lineage-specific repair.

Use the Six-Part Cycle to anticipate where redirection or rollback is likely and build safeguards into the
Zone’s governance.

This integration ensures that each Zone functions as a structural counterweight to the federal patterns
documented in the timeline.
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CONCLUSION

The federal record makes clear that harm was designed, repair was diluted, and redirection was engineered.
Across every era, the same pattern repeats: targeted harm, partial relief, category expansion, demographic shifts,
redirection of benefits, and eventual rollback. This is not accidental drift—it is the architecture of lineage-specific
dispossession.

Restoration Zones exist to break that cycle. They bring repair back into alighment with the group that experienced
the harm, using identity clarity, jurisdictional precision, and enforceable standards as the foundation. They equip
local communities with a disciplined blueprint for redesigning systems, reclaiming resources, and closing the gaps
federal policy created.

With the evidence documented and the pattern exposed, the path forward is no longer theoretical. It is structural.
Restoration Zones are the mechanism through which FBAs reclaim what was taken, rebuild what was dismantled,
and secure the future with the accuracy that federal policy denied.

The record shows the harm.
USBA provides the structure.
Restoration Zones deliver the repair.
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