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LEGISLATIVE PROCESS OVERVIEW 

A structural guide to how policy frameworks move through civic systems 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This overview explains how legislation moves through federal, state, and local municipal systems. It outlines the 
major phases of drafting, review, public input, amendment, and implementation. It also identifies common civic 
pathways that members of the public, institutions, and community partners use to understand or participate in the 
process. 

This tool supports clear understanding of how a lineage-based framework—such as the FBA Lineage Rights Act—
would be reviewed within public systems. 

 

POLICY FOUNDATIONS 

 

Major legislation begins with a clear, well-defined framework. Policy development usually includes: 

• A formal proposal 
A complete draft outlining definitions, historical grounding, structural concerns, and intended outcomes.  
 

• Supporting documentation 
Historical timelines, SSDH/ISDH context, impact summaries, fiscal considerations, and implementation 
models. 
 

• Public availability 
Frameworks are often shared publicly so community members, institutions, and analysts can understand 
the proposal. 

A strong foundation ensures clarity as the proposal moves through legislative review. 

 

DRAFTING & SPONSORSHIP 

 

A proposal becomes a bill when a legislator chooses to introduce it.  

This occurs at three levels: 

A. Federal Level 

Members of Congress (House or Senate) sponsor the bill. 
Legislative counsel converts the proposal into formal statutory language. 
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B. State Level 

State senators or state representatives sponsor the bill. 
Drafting offices ensure compliance with state legal structures. 

C. Municipal Level 

City council members or county commissioners introduce ordinances or resolutions. 
Local attorneys review the language before introduction. 

Sponsorship marks the formal entry of the proposal into a public legislative process. 

 

COMMITTEE REVIEW 

 

After introduction, the bill is assigned to one or more committees. 

Committees may: 

• request research or analysis 

• review legal and fiscal implications 

• host informational briefings 

• consult internal or external subject-matter experts 

Federal, state, and municipal systems all use committees, though the number and structure vary. 

Committee review determines whether a bill advances, requires revision, or is held for further study. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT & HEARINGS 

 

Most legislative systems provide structured opportunities for public understanding and feedback. 

Common formats include: 

• written public comments 

• committee hearings 

• expert testimony sessions 

• stakeholder roundtables 

• community forums (especially at the municipal level) 

Public input contributes additional perspectives, documentation, and structural analysis to the legislative record. 
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AMENDMENT & REVISION 

 

Based on committee review and public input, legislators may refine the bill. 

Revisions can include: 

• clarifying definitions 

• modifying scope or timelines 

• updating fiscal notes 

• adjusting enforcement language 

• refining implementation details 

This stage strengthens the proposal’s clarity, structure, and legal alignment. 

 

FLOOR CONSIDERATION & VOTING 

 

If a bill passes committee: 

Federal level: 

• Debate occurs in the House or Senate. 

• Amendments may be added. 

• A formal vote is taken. 

• Bills must pass both chambers. 

State level: 

• Bills move through one or two chambers, depending on state structure. 

• Floor debate and amendments follow standard rules. 

Municipal level: 

• City councils or county commissions debate and vote on ordinances. 

• Public comment may occur during meetings. 

Advancement depends on procedural rules specific to each jurisdiction. 
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EXECUTIVE REVIEW 

 

Once a legislative body approves the bill, it moves to the executive branch. 

Executives may: 

• sign the bill into law 

• allow it to take effect without signature 

• veto the bill 

• return it with recommended changes 

Federal: President 
State: Governor 
Municipal: Mayor or County Executive 

Some jurisdictions allow veto overrides by the legislative body. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION & MONITORING 

 

After a bill becomes law, agencies begin implementation. This typically includes: 

• issuing guidance and timelines 

• creating compliance standards 

• coordinating with regional or local partners 

• monitoring progress, barriers, and early outcomes 

• publishing reports or updates 

Implementation is where policy becomes practice. Monitoring ensures accountability and informs future 
adjustments. 

 

GENERAL CIVIC PARTICIPATION PATHWAYS 

 

Members of the public, institutions, and civic groups often engage with policy development through established 
channels. These pathways apply across federal, state, and municipal systems. 

1. Sharing Policy Frameworks Publicly 

Publishing materials and summaries increases awareness and supports informed review. 
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2. Providing Educational and Historical Materials 

Individuals and institutions contribute research, SSDH/ISDH context, impact analysis, and documentation that 
support understanding. 

3. Participating in Public Comment Processes 

Submitting written comments, offering testimony, or attending public hearings. 

4. Contributing to the Public Record 

Submitting letters, reports, historical evidence, or technical feedback for committee consideration. 

5. Engaging Civic and Community Organizations 

Civic groups often conduct independent reviews and share findings with policymakers and the public. 

6. Monitoring Legislative Calendars 

Public portals list hearings, meetings, votes, agendas, and bill progress. 

7. Using Standard Communication Channels 

Engaging with elected officials through office hours, email portals, town halls, and public meetings. 

8. Supporting Research and Structural Analysis 

Academic institutions, practitioners, and researchers often examine the implications of proposed legislation. 

9. Hosting Public Education Events 

Teach-ins, briefings, panels, and digital learning sessions expand understanding. 

10. Tracking Implementation Outcomes 

Following amendments, fiscal notes, agency updates, and evaluation reports. 

These pathways help the public understand and engage with legislative systems. 

 

HOW THIS TOOL FITS WITHIN THE USBA ECOSYSTEM 

 

The Legislative Process Overview complements: 

• The FBA Lineage Rights Act 

• Evidence of Historical Harm 

• Identity Starter Pack 

• Reparations Tools 
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Together, these tools provide: 

• structural clarity 

• accurate legislative understanding 

• guidance for interpreting policy environments 

• context for how lineage-based proposals move through public systems 

This supports informed engagement across institutions and communities. 

 

CLOSING ORIENTATION 

 

This overview describes legislative systems and civic pathways at the federal, state, and municipal levels. 
It is a structural guide, not an advocacy tool, and does not direct specific political actions. 
Its purpose is to strengthen public understanding of how laws are created, reviewed, and implemented. 
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