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READER’S STATEMENT

This Constitution serves as both a record of who we are and a covenant that guides how we build. The Table of
Contents outlines the structure of the document, while the Preamble anchors the work in lineage, clarity, and
disciplined covenant practice.

The USBA Constitution is not a governmental charter and does not claim legal authority. It is a lineage-based
covenant created to protect identity, guide restoration, and establish standards for those who choose to honor its
principles. Its authority flows from covenant, collective responsibility, and a shared commitment to restoration.

Lineage and Legacy

This Constitution stands within a long tradition of truth-telling, institution building, and cultural dignity. It honors
those who helped define the distinct identity, responsibility, and future of Foundational Black Americans (FBAs).

Dr. Claud Anderson’s PowerNomics framework informs the economic and structural logic embedded throughout
this document. Tariq Nasheed advanced the modern articulation of FBA lineage by advocating for clear delineation
from broad racial and global Black classifications. This foundation is further reinforced by the legacy of Booker T.
Washington, particularly his emphasis on self-determination and institution building.

Contemporary voices continue this work by defending lineage clarity and confronting distortion in the digital age.
This Constitution carries that legacy forward with discipline, structure, and intention.

Ecosystem and Power Building

The USBA ecosystem reflects enduring FBA principles, including self-reliance, cultural clarity, community
development, economic protection, and disciplined restoration. These principles are operationalized through the
Constitution’s structural domains, including Identity, SSDH, ISDH, Covenant Alignment, Rights, Restoration Zones,
Narrative Protection, Research Ethics, Economic Power, and National Security.

Together these domains protect identity, strengthen communities, and support the infrastructure required for long
term restoration. This Constitution affirms that restoration and power building are inseparable, and that
generational stability depends on structural clarity and covenant discipline.

Through this covenant, the lineage commits to restoring what was taken, protecting what remains, and building
what will sustain future generations.
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COVENANT ATTESTATION

We, the United States of Black America, affirm the USBA Constitution as our shared covenant. It does not claim
governmental authority. It is the agreement that guides how we protect our identity, strengthen our communities,
and carry forward the work of restoration with clarity and discipline.

This Constitution stands in unity with the Declaration of Freedom, USBA Pledges, 25 Rights of Foundational Black
Americans, 16 Pillars of Sovereign Infrastructure, and 10 Guiding Principles. Together, these frameworks establish
the standards that define our responsibilities and the protections our lineage requires.

This attestation affirms that the Constitution is upheld through consent and commitment, not hierarchy or title. It is
carried by those who choose to honor it, protect it, and live in alignment with its standards. This covenant endures
because we agree to it and because we recognize our duty to safeguard what we inherit.

By ratifying this Constitution, we accept responsibility for protecting our identity, practicing the disciplines that
preserve lineage safety, and upholding the covenant within our families, communities, and Restoration Zones. We
commit to strengthen this work with integrity and to pass it forward so future generations inherit stability and
clarity.

This is our collective agreement.

We choose this covenant.
We uphold its standards.
We build from its foundation.
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PREAMBLE

The United States of Black America (USBA) is a lineage-based national framework established to restore the
dignity, stability, cultural continuity, and collective power of Foundational Black Americans (FBAs), the
descendants of U.S. chattel slavery prior to 1865. This lineage inherited not only the labor, ingenuity, and
endurance that built the foundation of America, but also the structural harms produced by enslavement,
exclusion, and state-sanctioned deprivation. USBA affirms this historical legacy as the basis for legal recognition,
restorative responsibility, and eligibility for reparative justice.

FBA identity is not a broad racial category. It is a lineage and a lived experience shaped by the specific conditions
imposed on FBAs in the United States. This identity is inherited, non-transferable, and essential to understanding
both the harm we endured and the required restoration. The use of generalized terms such as “Black,” “African
American,” or “POC” results in misclassification that erases lineage, distorts data, and redirects resources away
from communities harmed by U.S. policy. When identity is not named with precision, harm cannot be accurately
measured or repaired.

The conditions FBAs face today reflect the cumulative impact of laws, policies, and systems that structured
deprivation across generations. These systems produced sustained harm in housing, health, education,
employment, wealth, safety, and community stability. These patterns form the Social and Structural Determinants
of Health (SSDH), the conditions that shape daily life, opportunity, and longevity for our lineage.

Identity explains why these harms persist for FBAs. It shapes the environments we enter, the institutions we
encounter, and the protections historically denied to our lineage. These forces emerge early in life and compound
across generations. For this reason, identity functions as an upstream factor that shapes exposure long before
individual choices are made, reflecting both imposed harm and withheld protection.

Because identity shapes exposure and exposure shapes outcomes, restoration must begin with clarity. This
requires precise naming of lineage, protection of cultural foundations, and direct engagement with the conditions
that shape FBA life. Identity clarity, cultural stability, and structural repair form the foundation of the USBA public
health approach to restoration. This work follows the Restoration Intelligence Model (RIM), ensuring discipline,
accuracy, and protection from distortion.

The USBA Constitution is a structural intervention. It establishes the standards, boundaries, and protections
needed to address both upstream and downstream harm. Upstream harm occurs when identity is distorted,
misclassified, or erased, shaping exposure long before policy or resources are applied. Downstream harm appears
in the material conditions that follow, including disparities in housing, health, education, wealth, safety, and
community stability.

USBA is not a government body, nonprofit, or membership organization. It is a private covenant upheld by those
who choose alighment with its purpose, honor the lineage, and act with clarity and discipline. We operate by
covenant because external systems have failed to protect our identity or stabilize our communities. Restoration
requires self-definition, protection of inheritance, and disciplined institution building.
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This Constitution affirms that:
e Identity is infrastructure.
e Cultureisinheritance.
e Clarityis protection.
e Restorationis required.
e Covenantis discipline.

We honor our ancestors, defend our lineage, and commit to strengthening our people and our culture. This
Constitution marks a defining moment in which we agree to move with purpose, restore what was taken, and build
a future that will endure.
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ARTICLE | — IDENTITY

Identity is the foundation of restoration. It determines exposure, opportunity, treatment, and outcomes across
every major system in American life.

For Foundational Black Americans, identity is not a generic racial label. It is a lineage, a jurisdiction, and a cultural
inheritance formed within the specific conditions of the United States.

This Article defines who we are, how our identity is established, and why clarity is essential to protection and
restoration.

SECTION 101. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
o affirm the lineage-based identity of Foundational Black Americans
o establish the criteria that define who belongs to the FBA lineage
o clarify how identity functions as a prerequisite to SSDH and ISDH analysis
e support consistent application of identity across Restoration Zones

e articulate the structural importance of identity within the USBA ecosystem

SECTION 102. LINEAGE

Foundational Black American (FBA) identity is defined by direct biological descent from an ancestor subjected to
chattel slavery in the United States before 1865.

Lineage establishes:
e eligibility for the rights, protections, and restoration frameworks outlined in this Constitution
e cultural and historical continuity across generations
e the structural basis for harm, deprivation, and policy exclusion
e the legitimacy of our claims to redress, restoration, and land-based protection

Our lineage is inherited, verifiable, and non-transferable. It cannot be adopted, borrowed, purchased, or claimed
through proximity, cultural participation, or self-identification.
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SECTION 103. JURISDICTION

FBA identity is also defined by jurisdiction, meaning birth in the United States and lived experience shaped by its
systems of discrimination, exclusion, and deprivation.

Jurisdiction includes:
e exposure to U.S. laws, institutions, and social conditions rooted in chattel slavery and its aftermath
o the generational impact of concentrated disadvantages, cultural suppression, and structural harm
e participation in communities shaped by segregation, anti-Black policy, and targeted extraction
e social patterns and survival systems developed within FBA families and neighborhoods

Jurisdiction distinguishes the FBA experience from other Black populations with different histories, migrations, and
conditions. Both lineage and jurisdiction are required components of FBA identity.

SECTION 104. CULTURE

FBA culture is our lineage-based inheritance formed through centuries of resistance, creativity, spiritual grounding,
and community-building within the United States.

Itincludes:
e faith traditions and spiritual expression
e music, language, and creative innovation
e social patterns, kinship structures, and community norms
e soulfood, craftsmanship, and aesthetic traditions
e survival systems created under oppression
e intergenerational memory and ancestral continuity

FBA culture is distinct, irreplaceable, and shaped by conditions unique to our lineage. It cannot be merged,
substituted, or redefined through pan-ethnic labels or diasporic cultural blending.

SECTION 105. MISCLASSIFICATION

Misclassification is a form of structural harm.
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It occurs when FBAs are:
e grouped into broad categories such as “Black,” “African American,” “Minority,” “POC,” or “Diaspora”
e aggregated with immigrant, refugee, or multinational Black populations

e mislabeled inresearch, policy, media, education, or public discourse

e assigned identities that erase lineage, jurisdiction, or cultural specificity

Misclassification results in:
e resource diversion
e data distortion
e institutional neglect
e cultural erasure
e narrative confusion
e harmthat repeats across generations

Institutions, creators, and systems interacting with FBAs must use lineage-specific language at all times.

SECTION 106. IDENTITY STANDARDS

To ensure clarity, protection, and accurate representation, identity standards require:

o Lineage Specificity
FBAs must be classified separately and not aggregated into racial, ethnic, or pan-diasporic categories.

e Cultural Accuracy
Only lineage-accurate cultural practices, language, and historical narratives may be used to describe FBAs.

e Policy Precision
Laws, rights, services, and restoration frameworks must reflect lineage-defined eligibility.

¢ Narrative Integrity
FBA identity must not be distorted through rebranding, dilution, substitution, or replacement.

e Structural Recognition
Identity must be treated as infrastructure, shaping exposure, outcomes, and public health across
generations.

These standards protect the lineage, guide institutional conduct, and ensure restoration is aligned with truth.
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SECTION 107. IDENTITY PRACTICE

Identity within the USBA ecosystem is not passive. It is upheld through disciplined, consistent practice in everyday
situations.

Identity practice includes:
¢ maintaining lineage clarity
e correcting misclassification when it occurs
e applying identity standards consistently across institutions and interactions

¢ movingin alignment with covenant discipline

FBA agency requires:
e clarity without performance
e correction without escalation
e discipline without external validation

Identity remains protected through practice, not proclamation.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article Il for lineage verification; Article Il for ecosystem structure; Articles IV and V for the harm analyses that
depend on identity clarity; and Article VII for the rights framework built upon this foundation.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article lll — USBA Ecosystem

e Article IV—SSDH

e ArticleV—ISDH

o Article VIl — 25 Rights of FBAs
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ARTICLE Il — LINEAGE VERIFICATION

Lineage verification protects the integrity of FBA identity and ensures that rights, resources, data, and restoration
efforts are directed to the descendants of those who built and sustained this nation under forced labor.

Verification is not exclusionary; it is structural. It establishes accuracy, eligibility, and protection for a lineage
whose history, harm, and claims are specific, documented, and inherited.

This Article defines the standards, pathways, and safeguards required to confirm FBA lineage.

SECTION 201. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e uphold the integrity of FBA identity
e prevent misclassification and resource diversion
e establish eligibility for restoration-based protections and programs
e maintain narrative accuracy across institutions
e ensure compliance with the FBA Lineage Rights Act

e guard the lineage from distortion, dilution, or unauthorized claims

SECTION 202. ELIGIBILITY

An individual is recognized as a Foundational Black American (FBA) when both of the following conditions are met:
Lineage
Direct biological descent from one or more ancestors subjected to chattel slavery in the United States before 1865.
Acceptable lineage indicators include, but are not limited to:

e documentation of an enslaved ancestor in U.S. records

e descend from individuals listed in Freedmen-related archives

e genealogical evidence demonstrating continuous FBA lineage through the post-Emancipation era
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Jurisdiction

Born in the United States and shaped by lived experience navigating its systems of discrimination, segregation, and
structural deprivation.

This includes:
e upbringing within FBA communities
e exposure to racialized U.S. policy structures
¢ multigenerational patterns of harm specific to FBA lineage

Both lineage and jurisdiction are required for full constitutional recognition.

SECTION 203. ZONE ELIGIBILITY

Restoration Zone eligibility recognizes the displacement, forced migration, and neighborhood-level harm
experienced by FBAs communities.

Eligibility may be strengthened by:
o documented ancestral presence in historical FBA neighborhoods

e evidence of displacement through policy actions such as highway construction, urban renewal, redlining,
or eminent domain

e rootsin FBA rural towns, settlements, or Freedmen-founded communities
e residence within, or documented connection to, an officially recognized Restoration Zone

These indicators do not replace lineage requirements. They provide contextual grounding for jurisdiction and
strengthen claims to place-based restoration protections.

SECTION 204. VERIFICATION

Verification may occur through one or more accepted genealogical pathways. No single document is required; the
standard is accuracy, not bureaucratic rigidity.

Genealogical Records
e U.S. Censusrecords (1870 forward)

e Freedmen’s Bureau records
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e Freedman’s Bank archives
e plantation inventories

e estate documents

e slave schedules

e emancipation-related documentation

Vital and Civic Records
e birth, marriage, and death certificates
e military records, draft cards, and pension files
e church and denominational records

e cemeteryrecords, obituaries, and family Bible entries

Oral History and Community Validation
o verified oral histories passed down through FBA families
e testimony from elders within FBA communities

o documented migration patterns tied to FBA enclaves

Digital and Archival Tools

e validated DNA results used only as supporting evidence

e reputable genealogy databases tied to U.S.-based ancestry

e professional genealogical research alighed with FBA-specific methodology

Prohibited Substitutes

The following are not acceptable as proof of FBA lineage:
o self-identification without documentation
e cultural participation alone
o affiliation with Black or pan-African organizations

o DNA estimates without genealogical context

i%ﬁ;ussnzoes
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e geographic ancestry outside of the United States

Verification must reflect heritage, not aesthetics, proximity, or political preference.

SECTION 205. FRAUD

Misrepresentation of FBA lineage is a structural threat to restoration and is prohibited under this Constitution.

Fraud includes:

false claims to FBA identity

¢ use of immigrant or multinational ancestry to obtain FBA-specific resources
¢ misclassification for political, financial, academic, or institutional gain

¢ manipulation or falsification of genealogical records

e intentional distortion of family history

e presenting pan-ethnic “Blackness” as equivalent to FBA lineage

Consequences may include:
o removal from eligibility for FBA rights or protections
e narrative correction and public clarification
e institutional reporting and compliance action when applicable
e invalidation of research or policy outcomes involving misclassified individuals

This Constitution affirms that lineage is inheritance, not an open category. Verification protects FBA claims and
ensures restoration is directed to those entitled to it by ancestry and lived experience.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for ecosystem structure; Articles IV and V for the harm analyses
shaped by classification accuracy; and Article VIl for the rights that rely on verified lineage.

RELATED ARTICLES

e Article | — Identity
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Article lll — USBA Ecosystem
Article IV— SSDH
Article V—ISDH

Article VIl — 25 Rights of FBAs
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ARTICLE Ill — USBA ECOSYSTEM

The United States of Black America (USBA) is not an organization, membership, or institution. It is a lineage-based
national framework designed to restore identity clarity, address structural harm, strengthen FBA communities, and
protect the lineage through covenant discipline.

Authority in the USBA ecosystem is established through lineage, covenant, and On Code discipline rather than
hierarchy.

This Article defines the USBA ecosystem, the purpose of the USBA 2025 platform, the nature of covenant-based
authority, and the role of Tools as enforcement mechanisms that uphold alignment and prevent drift.

SECTION 301. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e affirm the structural design of the USBA ecosystem
e establish the framework connecting identity, restoration, and governance literacy
o clarify how the ecosystem engages SSDH and ISDH
e supportthe development and operation of Restoration Zones

e articulate the roles and responsibilities that maintain alignment across the system

SECTION 302. DEFINITION

The USBA ecosystem is the national framework of restoration for Foundational Black Americans.
Itis a living structure composed of:

e identity standards

Social and Structural Determinants of Health (SSDH)
e |dentity as a Structural Determinant of Health (ISDH)
e Restoration Zones

e cultural boundaries

e economic and community systems
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e narrative protections
e tools and clarity guides

¢ the constitutional rights and responsibilities set forth in this document

The ecosystem exists to:
e restore what was taken from the lineage
e strengthen communities harmed by generations of deprivation
e provide clarity in a system that benefits from confusion
e protectidentity from distortion and extraction
e support long-term FBA stability and flourishing

The USBA ecosystem carries legal, cultural, and public health significance. It does not function as a governing
body and does not replace civic participation in local, state, or federal government.

SECTION 303. USBA 2025

USBA 2025 is the digital infrastructure of the ecosystem.
Itis the public-facing platform that:
e communicates standards, protections, and identity logic
e provides tools, definitions, and restoration frameworks
e outlines policy positions and institutional expectations
o clarifies rights, eligibility, and jurisdiction
e guides communities through restoration processes
e maintains narrative discipline across creators and institutions

USBA 2025 is not a membership portal or political system. It is a digital space for identity protection, structural
understanding, and covenant-aligned action.

SECTION 304. COVENANT AUTHORITY

Within the USBA ecosystem, authority is not derived from title, hierarchy, or office.
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Authority flows from:

Lineage
Our inherited identity, grounded in historical truth.

Covenant

Disciplined alighnment with the standards of the Constitution.

Clarity

The responsibility to speak, act, and build without distortion.

Stewardship
The duty to protect culture, identity, and community.

Integrity
Consistency between values, behavior, and structure.

Covenant-based authority requires:

truthfulness in representation

discipline in speech and conduct

protection of cultural boundaries
accountability for narrative and structural harm

resistance to co-optation and confusion

@ USBA 2025

The ecosystem rejects hierarchy, gatekeeping, or centralized control. Authority is distributed, lineage-rooted, and

covenant-govern ed.

SECTION 305. ALIGNMENT TOOLS

Alignment Tools serve as the enforcement mechanisms of the ecosystem. They translate the USBA Constitution

into clear, practical standards for individuals, creators, institutions, and partners.

Tools include:

Identity-Based Language Guide
Narrative Integrity & Messaging Guide
SSDH Explainer

FBA Lineage Classification Audit

Anti-Extraction Guide
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e Restoration Zone Explainer
e Partner Vetting Checklist
o Readiness Assessment

e Six-Part Cycle Explainer

These tools:
e uphold lineage clarity
e prevent misclassification
e stop narrative distortion
e protect communities from exploitation
¢ enforce institutional boundaries
e strengthen civic, cultural, and economic alignment

e guide restoration work inside Zones

ensure the ecosystem does not drift toward symbolism or confusion

Tools are mandatory reference points for all institutional, creative, research, and policy engagement with the FBA
lineage.

SECTION 306. ECOSYSTEM COMPONENTS

The USBA ecosystem is organized into core components that move from identity to harm analysis to restoration.
This includes:

o Identity
Defines who we are.

e SSDH
Maps the structural conditions harming FBA communities.

o ISDH
Explains why identity shapes exposure to harm.

o Restoration Zones
Designated geographic areas for repairing harm and stabilizing FBA communities.
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e Standards
Expectations for responsible engagement.

o Tools
Enforcement mechanisms that protect alignment.

o Resources
Educational materials that support clarity and discipline.

This sequence ensures that:
e restoration begins with identity
e harmis understood structurally
e solutions remain covenant-aligned

e progress cannot be easily reversed

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for verification standards; Articles IV and V for harm analyses
addressed by the ecosystem; and Article VIII for covenant alignment sustaining discipline.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

e Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article IV—SSDH

e ArticleV—ISDH

e Article VIl — Covenant Alignment
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ARTICLE IV — SOCIAL & STRUCTURAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH (SSDH)

Social and Structural Determinants of Health (SSDH) explain the downstream harm that Foundational Black
Americans experience as a result of how systems, institutions, and policies were designed and enforced in the
United States.

These harms are not random. They are structured, predictable, inherited, and measurable across generations.

SSDH identifies what happened, how it happened, and where harm continues, allowing the USBA ecosystem to
trace deprivation to its structural roots and respond through targeted restoration. SSDH treats FBA conditions as
public health outcomes shaped by systems, not as individual or cultural failure.

SECTION 401. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e documentthe structural causes of harm experienced by FBAs
e provide a lineage-specific map of deprivation and exclusion
e identify how laws, policies, institutions, and practices produced predictable harm
e establish a public health basis for restoration and repair
e guide the development of Restoration Zones

e supportinstitutional accountability and classification accuracy

SECTION 402. SSDH DOMAINS

The six core domains of SSDH capture the systems that most directly shape the daily life, stability, and long-term
wellbeing of FBA communities.

This includes:

1. Economic Stability
Employment access, wage conditions, wealth accumulation, asset protection, and exposure to
exploitation.

2. Education Access and Quality
School funding, curriculum exclusion, discriminatory discipline, district boundaries, and lost educational
opportunity.
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3. Healthcare Access and Quality
Availability of care, treatment bias, insurance barriers, mortality patterns, and medical exploitation.

4. Neighborhood and Built Environment
Housing stability, environmental hazards, transit access, safety conditions, zoning decisions, and land
loss.

5. Social and Community Belonging
Trust networks, community ties, intergenerational stability, and the impact of surveillance and
displacement.

6. Governance and Policy Design
Laws, administrative practices, and institutional frameworks that historically targeted or excluded FBAs.

Together, these domains form the structural conditions that shape our outcomes across generations.

SECTION 403. HARM SIGNALS

Harm Signals are the measurable indicators that a system is producing structural harm.
This includes:

e concentrated poverty patterns

e inequitable life expectancy

e high eviction rates

e disproportionate mortality and morbidity

e school closures and chronic underfunding

e land loss, displacement, or predatory development

e over-policing and inconsistent legal protection

o digital or narrative suppression

e limited access to capital

e infrastructure decay and environmental exposure

Harm Signals guide restoration. They show where to intervene, what must be repaired, and how structural harm
must be reversed.
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SECTION 404. JURISDICTIONAL HARM

Jurisdictional harm refers to the cumulative impact of U.S. federal, state, and municipal systems on FBA
communities, including:

e slavery and its legal aftermath

e Jim Crow laws

e exclusion from land and wealth-building programs
e discriminatory housing and lending practices

¢ medical abuse and neglect

e educational segregation and disinvestment

e criminalization and mass incarceration

e predatory policing and surveillance

o cycles of urban renewal and displacement

These harms accumulate across generations and produce health and socioeconomic outcomes that cannot be
explained by behavior or culture. SSDH makes clear that the system is the cause, not the people.

SECTION 405. SIX-PART CYCLE

The Six-Part Cycle describes a recurring pattern in U.S. policy that explains how structural harm is created, partially
acknowledged, expanded to other groups, and redirected away from the FBA lineage.

The Cycle follows six stages:

1. Harm
Policies create targeted deprivation, exclusion, and dispossession of FBAs.

2. Partial Repair
Limited reforms acknowledge harm without transferring power, resources, or long-term stability.

3. Category Expansion
FBA-specific measures are broadened into racial or “minority” categories, weakening lineage focus.

4. Immigration Shift
Voluntary-arrival groups enter expanded categories, altering outcomes and institutional reporting.
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5. Redirection
Benefits, funding, and representation flow to broader categories rather than to FBAs.

6. Rollback
Systems reduce or eliminate gains once redirection is normalized.

The Cycle demonstrates that structural harm is patterned, not incidental, and that misclassification enables
repeated diversion of repair. It strengthens SSDH analysis by showing how harm persists and why restoration must
remain lineage-specific.

SECTION 406. SDOH VS SSDH

To prevent misuse of terminology, this Constitution distinguishes SDOH from SSDH in plain language:

e Social Determinants of Health (SDOH)
SDOH identifies general factors such as housing, income, education, and environment. It treats
populations broadly and does not explain why harm is concentrated in specific lineages.

e Social & Structural Determinants of Health (SSDH)
SSDH examines the laws, institutions, policies, and systems that created harm. It explains how and why
these patterns formed and why they persist for FBAs.

Plain Language Summary
e SDOH: “Here’s whatis happening.”
e SSDH: “Here is the system that caused it.”

The USBA ecosystem uses SSDH because the harm FBAs experience is structural, inherited, and policy-driven; not
behavioral or demographic.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Articles | and Il for identity and verification foundations; Article Il for ecosystem structure; Article V for identity-
driven harms interacting with SSDH; and Article XIV for Restoration Zones addressing structural harm.

RELATED ARTICLES

e Article | — Identity

Page | 26



@ USBA 2025

Article Il — Lineage Verification
Article lll — USBA Ecosystem
Article V—ISDH

Article XIV — Restoration Zones
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ARTICLE V — IDENTITY AS A STRUCTURAL DETERMINANT OF HEALTH (ISDH)

Identity is one of the strongest predictors of exposure, opportunity, and wellbeing in the United States. For FBAs,
identity is not only cultural; it is structural.

It determines:
e how systems respond to us
e whichresources we can access
o therisks we are exposed to
e how institutions interpret our communities

ISDH explains the upstream, identity-driven harm that shapes FBA conditions long before downstream factors
such as housing, education, or income appear. ISDH makes clear that our outcomes are rooted in classification,
not conduct.

SECTION 501. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
o affirm thatidentity is the upstream driver of FBA exposure and opportunity
e establish classification, not conduct, as the basis of harm
e clarify how ISDH precedes and shapes SSDH in determining FBA life conditions
e support the design of identity-aligned Restoration Zones

e explain why identity clarity is essential for accurate repair and measurable restoration

SECTION 502. IDENTITY AS INFRASTRUCTURE

Identity is upstream infrastructure. Like a foundation, once it is set, everything built upon it reflects that design.
For FBAs, identity is upstream because it:

e determines how institutions classify us

¢ influences how datais collected, aggregated, or ignored

o shapes eligibility for policy, protection, and representation
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o affects access to safety, resources, and opportunity
e signals cultural meaning within American society
e governs how systems distribute harm or support

Upstream identity harm produces downstream system harm. ISDH names this pattern and establishes identity as
a public health determinant.

SECTION 503. IDENTITY PATHWAYS

Identity pathways describe how identity interacts with systems across generations.
They show how:

e lineage links us to a specific historical harm

e jurisdiction shapes how that harm is experienced

e cultural discipline strengthens protection and resilience

e social environment influences exposure and safety

e structural forces determine outcomes long before individual choices is possible

When identity is clear and protected, pathways strengthen:
e coherence
e resilience
e cultural grounding
e community stability

e improved health and life outcomes

When identity is distorted or diluted, pathways produce:
o fragmentation
e instability
¢ weakened community structure
e increased exposure to structural harm

e intergenerational cycles of deprivation
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Identity pathways demonstrate why identity must be restored and protected as a structural priority.

SECTION 504. EXPOSURE PATHWAYS

Exposure pathways explain how identity determines the conditions FBAs are subjected to. When identity is
misclassified or merged into broad categories such as “Black,” “African American,” or “POC,” we become:

e invisible in data

e overlooked in policy

o excluded from targeted interventions

e grouped with populations that did not share our historical or jurisdictional harms

e misrepresented in research and public health reporting

Misclassification increases exposure to:

e institutional harm

policy neglect
e resource diversion

narrative distortion

e cultural erasure

Accurate classification reduces exposure by ensuring precision, protection, and lineage-specific support.

SECTION 505. EMBODIMENT PATHWAYS

Embodiment pathways explain how identity-driven harm is carried in the body across generations.
These pathways include:

e stress produced by structural neglect or instability

e chronic exposure to discrimination and surveillance

e cumulative impacts of deprivation and displacement

e internalized effects of misclassification or erasure

e physiological and emotional responses to generational trauma
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Embodiment is not behavioral. It is the body’s response to environments shaped by identity.

Understanding embodiment clarifies disparities in:
e health
e mortality
¢ mentalwellbeing
e community stability
e educational outcomes
e economic security

ISDH shows that many outcomes labeled as “behavioral” are embodied responses to structural, identity-driven
harm.

SECTION 506. CLASSIFICATION AND POWER

Classification determines access to:
e resources
e protection
e representation

e visibility in public health data

For FBAs, misclassification is a direct threat to restoration because it:
e erases lineage-specific harm
e merges FBAs identity with unrelated populations
e distorts policy outcomes
o allows institutions to avoid accountability

o replaces lineage clarity with pan-ethnic labels

Accurate classification empowers FBAs to:

e receive precise data and reporting
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¢ demand lineage-specific health interventions

e maintain cultural continuity

e preventresource capture

e secure structural protections for our communities

Classification is power. Identity clarity is protection.

SECTION 507. ISDH MANDATE

The ISDH mandate establishes identity as a core requirement of FBA restoration.
This mandate requires:

e recognition of identity as a public health determinant

e accurate classification in all institutional settings

e elimination of misclassification and data aggregation

e protection of lineage-specific cultural practices

e use of identity-first frameworks in research and policy

e integration of ISDH into Restoration Zone design and implementation

ISDH ensures restoration begins with identity, not demographics. It affirms that who we are historically, socially,
culturally, and structurally shapes health and wellbeing long before downstream systems engage.

Restoration must begin with truth. ISDH provides the upstream truth that anchors all public health, policy, and
community repair within the USBA ecosystem.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for classification standards; Article IV for structural harm mapping
through SSDH; and Article XIV for the application of ISDH within Restoration Zones.

RELATED ARTICLES

o Article | — Identity

e Article Il — Lineage Verification
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e Article IV—SSDH

e Article XIV— Restoration Zones

Page | 33



@ USBA 2025

ARTICLE VI — CULTURAL BOUNDARIES

FBA culture is a lineage-specific inheritance formed under the unique conditions of the United States and shaped
by our ancestors’ survival, brilliance, resistance, creativity, and faith.

Because this culture carries identity, memory, and continuity, it requires clear boundaries for protection and
stewardship.

Cultural boundaries prevent distortion, extraction, or replacement. They protect what our ancestors built, what our
communities sustain, and what future generations must inherit.

SECTION 601. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
o affirm the cultural integrity of the FBA lineage
e establish the lineage-specific boundaries that protect identity and expression
e clarify how cultural protections interact with SSDH and ISDH
e support the development of culturally aligned Restoration Zones

¢ explain how cultural discipline sustains intergenerational restoration

SECTION 602. CULTURAL INTEGRITY

Cultural integrity ensures that FBA culture remains rooted in lineage, history, and truth.
Cultural integrity requires:

e accurate representation of FBA traditions and history

e preservation of lineage-specific customs, language, and expression

e protection of artistic, spiritual, musical, and creative traditions

¢ honoring the communities where culture was created and sustained

e maintaining clear distinctions between FBA culture and diaspora or immigrant cultures

Cultural integrity protects against dilution and ensures our culture remains authentic, grounded, and respected.
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SECTION 603. CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Cultural infrastructure includes the physical, social, and symbolic spaces where FBA culture was formed,
practiced, and preserved. These spaces carry memory and identity and are essential to community stability.

This includes:
e historic FBA neighborhoods
e rural Black towns and settlements
e HBCU campuses and surrounding communities
e FBA churches and spiritual institutions
e community centers, barbershops, salons, and cultural hubs

e music, art, and creative spaces tied to FBA history

These spaces must be protected from:
o displacement and gentrification
e predatory development
e cultural erasure or rebranding
o external ownership of lineage-built spaces

Culturalinfrastructure is our sacred heritage. FBAs have a collective responsibility to preserve these spaces.

SECTION 604. CULTURAL PROTECTION

Cultural protection is a structural mandate requiring institutions, creators, and communities to safeguard FBA
culture from misuse, distortion, or exploitation.

Cultural protection includes:
e preventing non-FBA practices from being labeled as FBA culture
e rejecting diaspora-wide substitutions or pan-ethnic blending
e requiring accurate representation by creators and institutions

e protecting cultural artifacts and intellectual property from external capture
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enforcing standards for cultural events, media, and public representation

preserving ancestral practices, community nhorms, and lineage-based traditions

Without cultural protection, identity becomes vulnerable to distortion.

SECTION 605. PROHIBITED DISTORTIONS

The following actions are prohibited because they produce structural, narrative, or cultural harm:

Cultural Replacement
Substituting non-FBA practices for FBA traditions in media, institutions, or education.

Cultural Merging
Blending FBA culture with immigrant, diaspora, or pan-ethnic practices in ways that erase lineage
specificity.

Cultural Extraction
Using FBA culture for profit, entertainment, or branding without lineage benefit, accuracy, or accountability.

Trauma Spectacle
Presenting FBA pain, struggle, or dysfunction as entertainment, activism, or identity.

Caricatures and Misrepresentation
Depictions that distort FBA aesthetics, speech, behavior, or history.

Non-FBA Claims to FBA Culture
Assuming ownership or authority over FBA culture without lineage.

All forms of cultural misuse are prohibited under this Constitution.

SECTION 606. CULTURAL STEWARDSHIP

FBAs are responsible for cultural stewardship to preserve, transmit, and strengthen our heritage across
generations.

Stewardship requires:

teaching FBA history, culture, and practices within families and communities
documenting lineage-based traditions and stories
supporting FBA artists, institutions, and cultural workers

maintaining sacred sites, cultural hubs, and community anchors
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¢ modeling cultural discipline and clarity for younger generations
e protecting cultural spaces from displacement or erasure
e honoring the contributions of FBA elders, ancestors, and culture-bearers

Stewardship is covenant in action. It ensures what our ancestors built is protected, sustained, and passed forward
with integrity.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage clarity; Article IV and Article V for the structural forces that
shape cultural conditions; and Article XIV for the application of cultural boundaries within Restoration Zones.

RELATED ARTICLES

e Article | — Identity

e Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article IV—SSDH

e ArticleV—ISDH

e Article XIV— Restoration Zones
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ARTICLE VIl — 25 RIGHTS OF FOUNDATIONAL BLACK AMERICANS

Foundational Black Americans inherit specific rights rooted in lineage, history, and lived experience in the United
States. These rights reflect the structural harm we endured, the cultural foundations we built, and the protections
required for restoration.

These rights are inherent, non-transferable, and lineage-specific. They cannot be diluted, merged with diaspora
identities, or overridden by institutional preference.

The 25 Rights are organized into five classes, each addressing a core arena of structural protection and restoration.

SECTION 701. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
o affirm the constitutional rights of the FBA lineage
o establish the five structural classes of lineage-based protections
e clarify how these rights interact with SSDH and ISDH
e support the development of Restoration Zones

e articulate the foundation for future federal ratification of the FBA Lineage Rights Act

SECTION 702. FIVE CLASSES OF RIGHTS

Class I: Life, Health, And Wholeness
This class protects the physical, emotional, and structural wellbeing of the lineage.
It affirms our rights to:

o safe environments free from structural harm

e equitable healthcare access and quality

e culturally competent treatment

¢ mental and emotional wellbeing

e protection from environmental hazards

e restoration from multigenerational harms produced by SSDH and ISDH
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Class | treats health as a public health mandate, not an individual behavior.

Class ll: Education, Culture, And Expression
This class protects cultural inheritance, intellectual freedom, and lineage-specific representation.
It affirms our rights to:

e accurate, lineage-based education

e cultural preservation and expression

e narrative control and integrity

e freedom from misclassification in academic and cultural spaces

e protection of FBA creative traditions

e institutions that reflect FBA heritage and contributions

Class Il ensures that our culture remains distinct, protected, and accurately represented.

Class lll: Land, Housing, And Economic Justice
This class protects the economic and territorial foundations of FBA life.
It affirms our rights to:
e stable and equitable housing free from predatory practices
e land ownership and community stewardship
e protection from displacement and gentrification
e equitable access to capital, markets, and business opportunities
e corrective economic policies that address centuries of extraction
e participation in wealth-building systems designed for restoration

Class lll anchors the material dimensions of restoration.

Class IV: Safety, Accountability, And Governance
This class protects FBAs from surveillance, discrimination, exploitation, and institutional neglect.
It affirms our rights to:

o fairtreatment across all legal systems
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e protection from violence, over-policing, and criminal predation
e institutional accountability for harm

e transparent and ethical governance practices

e equitable access to justice, due process, and civil protection

Class IV ensures that we are treated with dignity, fairness, and structural respect.

Class V: Legacy, Belonging, And Restoration
This class protects the continuity, identity, and long-term viability of the lineage.
It affirms our rights to:
¢ lineage-specific identity recognition
e accurate classification in all systems
e intergenerational stability and cultural continuity
e preservation of heritage and sacred memory
e restoration through territorial, economic, and cultural repair
e belonging within FBA communities without distortion or external influence

Class V secures the future of the lineage.

SECTION 703. ENFORCEMENT

Because this Constitution is a cultural and structural framework, and not a governing entity, these rights are
enforced through:

¢ Lineage Verification
Eligibility is established through Article Il.

o Identity Accuracy
Institutions, researchers, and creators must use lineage-specific classification and avoid aggregation.

¢ Narrative Protocols
Cultural and narrative standards prevent distortion, substitution, or mislabeling.

o Restoration Zones
Geographic protections reduce exposure to structural harm and support stability.
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e Tools and Clarity Guides
USBA Tools operationalize rights through standards, audits, and structural logic.

These mechanisms preserve meaning, protection, and enforceability through covenant discipline within the USBA
ecosystem.

SECTION 704. FBA LINEAGE RIGHTS ACT

The FBA Lineage Rights Act is a federal legislative model designed to translate lineage-specific harm into
enforceable repair through law. FLRA establishes a comprehensive framework for recognizing Foundational Black
Americans as a protected lineage, documenting government-sanctioned harm, and creating permanent systems
for reparations, restoration, and long-term protection.

At this stage, the Act functions as:
e alegislative blueprint for lineage-based repair
e apolicy framework for institutional alignment
e the future legal pathway for enforcing the rights affirmed in this Constitution

Though not yet enacted, this Constitution affirms the FLRA as the primary mechanism for converting identity
clarity, documented harm, and restoration obligations into binding federal law.

SECTION 705. COVENANT RESPONSIBILITY

Rights are sustained through clarity, discipline, and responsibility to the lineage.
To preserve these rights, FBAs must practice:

e identity accuracy and narrative integrity

e cultural stewardship

e intergenerational protection

e internal accountability and On Code conduct

e resistance to dilution, confusion, or drift

Covenant responsibility ensures our rights remain protected, enforceable, and aligned with the lineage.
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CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage eligibility; Articles IV and V for the structural harms these
rights address; and Article XIV for application within Restoration Zones.

RELATED ARTICLES

o Article | — Identity

e Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article V—SSDH

e Article V—ISDH

e Article XIV— Restoration Zones
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ARTICLE VIl — COVENANT ALIGNMENT

Covenant alignment is the internal discipline that keeps the USBA ecosystem clear, protected, and grounded in the
lived truth of the FBA lineage.

It ensures that everything connected to the FBA lineage, including speech, conduct, culture, spaces, partnerships,
and representation, moves with purpose, clarity, and integrity.

Covenant alignment is not symbolic. It is the structural protection of FBA identity.

SECTION 801. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e protect the lineage from distortion, drift, confusion, and extraction
e ensure all actions reflect FBA identity and cultural boundaries
e maintain consistency between message, conduct, and structure
e preserve internal trust across families, communities, and Restoration Zones

e sustainintergenerational restoration through lineage-first discipline

SECTION 802. COVENANT DISCIPLINE

Covenant discipline is how FBAs move with clarity, purpose, and order. This is how we maintain unity and progress.
B1 (Black First)
B1 means the repair, protection, and advancement of Foundational Black Americans come first.
This requires:
e prioritizing FBA identity, safety, and stability in all restoration work
e addressing lineage-specific harm before participating in broader coalitions
e refusing dilution, substitution, or premature inclusion that weakens repair
e building internal capacity, infrastructure, and protection first

e engaging externally only from a position of clarity and security

Page | 43



@ USBA 2025

The B1 ideology is grounded in alignment, not exclusion. It reflects the principle that restoration must be secured
internally before it can be extended outward.

On Code
Being On Code means honoring our covenant in both word and action. This is how FBAs move as a collective.
This means choosing:

e clarity over confusion

e structure over emotion

o legacy over visibility

e purpose over performance

Staying On Code sets the standard for discipline, integrity, alignment, and accountability that protects the lineage.

SECTION 803. ALIGNMENT

Alignment means everything we build, say, or support reflects:
e lineage clarity
e cultural boundaries
e restoration principles
e identity accuracy

e the standards set forth in this Constitution

Alignment rejects:
e symbolism without structure
e imitation
e identity dilution
o false alliances
e visibility prioritized over purpose

Alignment is how we stay focused.
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SECTION 804. INTEGRITY

Integrity is the consistency between:
e whatwe say
e whatwedo

e whatwe represent

Integrity requires:
e honestyin speech
e truthfulness in representation
¢ alignment between message and action

e commitmentto the FBA lineage above personal gain

Integrity protects the work from co-optation and redirection.

SECTION 805. DRIFT PREVENTION

Driftis the erosion of clarity that occurs when:
e identityis loosened
e cultural boundaries are ignored
¢ lineage is merged with external groups
e urgency replaces discipline
e narrative standards weaken

o externalinfluence shapes the work

Drift prevention requires:
e naming misalignment early
e correcting confusion quickly

e maintaining identity-first language

@ USBA 2025
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o refusing external agendas
e protecting Restoration Zones from political capture

Drift prevention keeps the ecosystem intact.

SECTION 806. COVENANT PROTECTION

Covenant protection requires consistent reinforcement of:

identity clarity

e culturaldiscipline

e lineage-based standards
e narrative boundaries

e anti-extraction safeguards

Covenant protection is exercised through:
e lineage verification
e narrative integrity tools
e identity-based language standards
e cultural stewardship
e collective accountability

Protection is not punishment. It is preservation.

SECTION 807. COVENANT STEWARDSHIP

Covenant does not belong to any one person, platform, or entity. It belongs to the entire FBA lineage.
Stewardship means:

e practicing the standards

e modeling clarity

e strengthening cultural memory

e protecting identity in daily life
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e guiding younger generations into covenant discipline

Covenant endures because we protect it together; across families, generations, and Restoration Zones. When we
live B1 and On Code, covenant becomes practice, not theory.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage clarity; Articles IV and V for the structural forces covenant
discipline protects against; and Article XIV applies covenant alignment within Restoration Zones.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

e Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article V—SSDH

e ArticleV—ISDH

e Article XIV— Restoration Zones
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ARTICLE IX— COMMUNITY CONDUCT

Community conduct protects the internal health of the FBA lineage. It ensures that how we treat one another
strengthens identity, trust, and restoration, rather than confusion or harm.

Conductis not control. It is about maintaining cultural safety, clarity, and dignity across families, generations, and
Restoration Zones.

Our covenant advances the public health purpose of the USBA ecosystem by reducing internal conflict, preventing
narrative harm, and strengthening FBA communities from the inside out.

SECTION 901. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e support trust, coherence, and internal stability within the lineage
o reinforce cultural discipline and identity clarity
e preventinterpersonal conflict from becoming structural harm
e guide how FBAs interact in physical and digital spaces

e maintain a safe internal environment for disciplined restoration

SECTION 902. SOCIAL CONDUCT

Social conduct reflects how FBAs show up for one another in everyday life.
Social conduct requires:

e respect for one another as lineage family

e clear and truthful communication

e protection of each other in public and institutional spaces

o refusal of internal exploitation, cruelty, or humiliation

e rejection of weaponizing identity against another FBA

e support for those navigating structural hardship

Social conduct strengthens belonging and reduces internal harm.
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SECTION 903. DIGITAL CONDUCT

Digital spaces carry the same covenant responsibilities as physical spaces.
Digital conduct requires:

e narrative safety, including no distortion, mislabeling, or confusion

e disciplined posting that protects FBA culture and identity

e rejection of public shaming or conflict for entertainment

o refusal to participate in algorithms that profit from chaos or pain

e avoidance of amplifying misinformation about the lineage

e consistent On Code behavior in all digital interactions

Digital harm is structural harm. Covenant conduct online preserves narrative integrity.

SECTION 904. INTERGENERATIONAL CONDUCT

Intergenerational conduct protects lineage continuity.
It requires:
o honoring elders, knowledge-bearers, and culture keepers
e guiding youth with clarity, patience, and cultural grounding
e rejecting harmful stereotypes directed at youth or elders
o teaching history, lineage, and covenant standards
e building bridges between generations to strengthen the whole community

Intergenerational conduct keeps memory alive and the future stable.

SECTION 905. CONFLICT AND REPAIR

Conflict within the FBA lineage must be managed with discipline, privacy, and integrity.
Conflict and repair require:

e addressing issues directly rather than publicly for performance
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e prioritizing understanding over retaliation

e naming harm clearly without humiliation

o offering pathways for correction and repair

o refusing to escalate internal disagreements into public spectacle

Repair is part of restoration. How we resolve conflict determines whether the community strengthens or
fragments.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage clarity; Article VI for cultural boundaries; and Article VIII
for the covenant discipline that shapes community conduct.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

Article Il — Lineage Verification

Article VI — Cultural Boundaries

Article VIIl — Covenant Alignment
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ARTICLE X — STRUCTURAL SAFETY

Structural safety is the lived expression of covenant protection and identity clarity. Safety is an inherent right for
Foundational Black Americans. It is not a privilege, a negotiation, or a reward.

Our collective safety must be understood as a public health necessity shaped by identity, jurisdiction, and the
accumulated effects of structural harm.

This Article establishes constitutional standards for safety, protection, and community wellbeing.

SECTION 1001. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e ensure that FBA communities are protected from violence, discrimination, and structural harm
o define safety as a foundational requirement of restoration
e outline protections FBAs must receive across systems
e reduce exposure to institutions that historically harmed FBA communities

e support community-driven approaches that prioritize dignity, stability, and belonging

SECTION 1002. COMMUNITY SAFETY

Community safety includes the social conditions that allow FBAs to live without fear, instability, or constant
exposure to harm.

Community safety standards require:
o safe, stable neighborhoods with reduced exposure to violence
e environments that support children, families, and elders
e community networks that strengthen trust and belonging
e access to well-maintained public spaces
e culturally aligned safety strategies rooted in FBA history and experience
e prevention efforts that address upstream causes of harm rather than criminalizing downstream outcomes

Community safety is inseparable from housing stability, economic security, cultural anchoring, and identity clarity.
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SECTION 1003. INSTITUTIONAL SAFETY

Institutional safety addresses how FBAs are treated within systems that have historically caused harm.
FBAs must be protected from:

e discriminatory treatment in education, healthcare, labor, and housing systems

harmful law enforcement practices

e punitive responses to poverty or deprivation

o biased administrative decision-making

e surveillance, profiling, or institutional targeting

e neglect of lineage-specific needs

Institutional safety requires institutions to:
o apply lineage-specific protections
e avoid misclassification and aggregation
e honor FBA cultural and identity standards
e operate within the boundaries of the USBA ecosystem

Institutions must not reproduce the structural harms identified through SSDH.

SECTION 1004. ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY

Environmental safety ensures that FBA communities are protected from physical, ecological, and infrastructural
harm.

Environmental safety standards require:

e protection from hazardous waste, pollutants, and toxins disproportionately concentrated in FBA
neighborhoods

o safe water, air, and soil quality
e equitable infrastructure investment

e access to green spaces and healthy outdoor environments
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protection from extractive zoning and environmental exploitation

recognition of climate and environmental impacts on FBA communities

Environmental safety is a public health mandate. Environmental harm is structural harm.

SECTION 1005. PROHIBITED HARMS

The following harms are prohibited under this Constitution because they create immediate and long-term danger
to FBA communities:

Structural Harm
Policies or systems that disproportionately expose FBAs to instability, displacement, deprivation, or harm.

State-Sanctioned Harm
Discriminatory policing, unjust legal outcomes, or institutional neglect.

Community Exploitation
Predatory financial practices, land extraction, displacement, or exploitative development.

Environmental Neglect
Failure to address environmental hazards, infrastructure decay, or unsafe living conditions.

Narrative Harm
Media or institutional narratives that distort FBA identity or justify harm.

Cultural Harm
Actions that violate FBA cultural boundaries or replace FBA culture with non-FBA substitutes.

Prohibited harms violate public safety, community stability, and covenant.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for classification clarity; Articles IV and V for the structural harms
that community safety must address; Article IX governs internal discipline that supports safety; and Article XIV

establishes where safety protections are implemented.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

Article Il — Lineage Verification
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Article IV— SSDH
Article V—ISDH
Article IX— Community Conduct

Article XIV — Restoration Zones
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ARTICLE XI — LEGAL DEFENSE

Foundational Black Americans require structural defense because the legal, civic, economic, educational, and

environmental systems that shaped FBA life were historically designed to harm, exclude, or exploit our lineage.

Legal defense is not optional. It is necessary for safety, stability, and restoration.

This Article establishes constitutional standards for legal protection, institutional accountability, contract safety,

data defense, and anti-extraction safeguards across FBA communities and Restoration Zones.

SECTION 1101. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:

protect FBAs from structural harm, exploitation, and misclassification
ensure FBAs understand their rights across systems

establish lineage-specific legal guidance for navigating institutions
prevent predatory or extractive practices

support community stability and safety

strengthen FBA self-determination through legal clarity and awareness

SECTION 1102. LINEAGE PROTECTIONS

Lineage protections reinforce the constitutional standards established in Articles | and Il.

Institutions, agencies, and partners interacting with FBA communities must:

recognize FBA identity as lineage-specific

maintain classification accuracy in all legal, civic, and policy records

disaggregate FBA data

avoid merging FBAs into pan-ethnic categories such as “Black,” “African American,” or “Diaspora”
prevent unauthorized use of FBA identity or data

honor lineage rights in all legal agreements, policies, and research protocols

Any attempt to misclassify, aggregate, or dilute FBA identity constitutes structural harm.
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SECTION 1103. COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS

Community preparedness ensures FBAs understand the legal structures affecting:

housing and land stewardship
employment and labor protections
contracts and business agreements
healthcare rights

education systems

policing and court processes

environmental protections

Preparedness includes:

access to culturally aligned legal education

community workshops focused on rights and protections
plain-language guidance connected to Restoration Zones
resources that identify common predatory practices

tools for recognizing early signs of legal or financial exploitation

Legal literacy is structural defense.

SECTION 1104. INSTITUTIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY

Institutions must not reproduce or reinforce SSDH or ISDH harms.

Those interacting with FBAs are required to:

use lineage-specific classification in all reporting and records
protect FBA data from misuse, aggregation, or unauthorized sharing
provide transparent pathways for reporting harm

comply with anti-extraction and anti-displacement standards

apply culturally competent engagement practices

@ USBA 2025
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e avoid policies that disproportionately burden FBA communities

Institutions are responsible for correcting the harm they create or perpetuate.

SECTION 1105. CONTRACT SAFETY

Contract safety protects FBAs from predatory or exploitative agreements that intensify structural harm.

It requires:

clear, plain-language terms

full disclosure of risks and obligations

e avoidance of deceptive or high-pressure tactics

e equitable terms for FBA individuals and FBA-owned entities
o safeguards againstintellectual property theft

e protections for cultural, narrative, and creative assets

Contract safety prohibits:
e extractive partnerships
o exploitative real estate or lending arrangements
e agreements that transfer cultural ownership to non-FBAs
e contracts designed to capture, rebrand, or distort FBA identity or culture.

Every contract must be evaluated for FBA safety and structural impact.

SECTION 1106. DATA RIGHTS AND DEFENSE

Data is power. Data misuse is structural harm.

FBAs have the right to:
e control identity-specific data
o refuse participation in studies that merge FBA with other populations
o demand transparency regarding data collection and use

e protect personal and community data from surveillance or exploitation
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e challenge institutional misuse of FBA data

Data standards require:
e lineage-only reporting for all research involving FBAs
e strict limits on third-party data sharing
e elimination of broad “Black” catch-all categories
e protection of FBA cultural, creative, and narrative data

Data protection is a foundational element of structural defense.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage clarity; Articles IV and V for the structural harms that
create legal vulnerability; Article X addresses safety conditions linked to legal exposure; and Article XIV applies
legal protections within Restoration Zones.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

e Article Il —Lineage Verification
e Article IV—SSDH

e Article V—ISDH

e Article X— Structural Safety

e Article XIV— Restoration Zones

Page | 58



@ USBA 2025

ARTICLE XIl — CIVIC POWER

Civic literacy prevents structural vulnerability and strengthens FBA agency within existing systems. Civic power is

the ability to understand, navigate, and influence the local, state, and federal systems that shape FBA life.

Having governance literacy ensures that FBAs understand how decisions are made, how resources are allocated,

and how policy outcomes affect our communities.

This Article does not establish a governing structure for USBA. It equips the lineage with the knowledge needed to

recognize structural harm, identify leverage points, and engage existing systems with clarity and discipline.

Civic power is part of restoration. Governance is protection.

SECTION 1201. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:

strengthen FBA understanding of how governance shapes everyday life

reduce vulnerability to misinformation, political manipulation, or institutional neglect
equip FBA communities with the tools to assess policy impact

ensure FBAs can navigate civic systems with clarity and safety

support lineage-first decision-making

SECTION 1202. CIVIC LITERACY

Civic literacy explains how laws, policies, and decisions are made.

Itincludes understanding:

how local governments affect land use, zoning, policing, schools, and services
how state agencies control resources, infrastructure, and public health

how federal systems shape rights, funding, and national protections

who holds decision-making authority within each system

how budgets and resource allocation function

how political actors influence narratives and policy outcomes
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Civic literacy helps FBAs identify the structures shaping downstream harm through SSDH.

SECTION 1203. CIVIC NAVIGATION

Civic navigation ensures FBAs can engage civic institutions safely and effectively.
Itincludes:

e knowing how to access records, information, and public services

e understanding how to file complaints or challenge harmful decisions

e navigating public meetings, hearings, and community forums

e identifying appropriate points of contact within institutions

¢ knowing what documentation or evidence strengthens a claim

¢ understanding how to communicate effectively with offices and agencies

Civic navigation reduces harm and strengthens FBA agency within public systems.

SECTION 1204. POLICY LITERACY

Policy literacy helps FBAs understand the difference between:
o laws
e policies
e procedures
e administrative codes

e narrative-driven political messaging

Policy literacy includes:
o having the ability to interpret policy impact on FBA communities
¢ identifying when policies benefit others while excluding FBAs
e distinguishing between symbolic representation and structural outcomes
e recognizing policy loopholes that enable extraction or displacement

e assessing whether policies support or undermine Restoration Zones
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Policy literacy protects FBAs from misdirection, misclassification, and manipulation.

SECTION 1205. POWER MAPPING

Power mapping identifies who influences:
e land and housing decisions
e school and district boundaries
e police budgets and oversight
e environmental protections
e public health guidance
e business licensing and local development
e social services and safety nets
e culturalinstitutions

e infrastructure investments

Power mapping allows FBAs to identify:

key decision-makers

points of leverage

risks and opportunities

potential allies aligned with covenant boundaries

structures that require oversight

Power mapping helps communities navigate upstream harm through ISDH and downstream harm through SSDH.

SECTION 1206. CIVIC AGENCY

Civic agency is the capacity to act with clarity inside systems that were not designed for FBA wellbeing.
This includes:
e advocating effectively for Restoration Zone protection

e engaging with civic processes without compromising identity clarity
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resisting political manipulation or identity-based targeting

holding institutions accountable through documentation and challenge
using USBA Tools to maintain alighment in civic spaces

asking informed questions that expose harmful practices

making decisions that protect long-term FBA stability

Having agency ensures FBAs move through civic systems with power rather than vulnerability.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage clarity; Articles IV and V for the structural conditions that

shape civic life; Article Xl supports the legal awareness required for civic participation; and Article XIV applies civic
literacy within Restoration Zones.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

Article Il — Lineage Verification
Article IV — SSDH

Article V—ISDH

Article XI — Legal Defense

Article XIV — Restoration Zones
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ARTICLE XIll — ECONOMIC POWER

Economic power is the backbone of FBA stability. For centuries, FBAs generated the wealth that built the United
States while being denied access to capital, land, markets, and economic protection. This Article establishes
economic power as a structural right and permanent capital as a restorative necessity.

Economic power is not symbolic wealth. It is the capacity to build, protect, and transfer resources across
generations without extraction or displacement.

Permanent capital ensures that restoration does not depend on trends, goodwill, or political cycles.

SECTION 1301. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e correct centuries of extraction documented through SSDH
e establish long-term, lineage-rooted permanent capital systems
e protect FBA communities from displacement and predatory development
e strengthen local economies within Restoration Zones
e create pathways for sustainable business growth

e ensure wealth circulates within the FBA lineage across generations

SECTION 1302. ECONOMIC SOVEREIGNTY

Economic sovereignty ensures that FBAs retain control over community assets, labor value, cultural production,
and wealth-building opportunities.

Economic sovereignty requires:
e access to capital designed for FBA restoration
e ownership of land, property, and businesses within FBA communities
e protection from exploitative contracts and predatory lending
¢ removal of systems that extract more than they return

o development of lineage-specific economic institutions
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Economic sovereignty gives FBAs the power to choose, build, and protect without external interference.

SECTION 1303. PERMANENT CAPITAL

Permanent capital refers to long-term, protected, lineage-based financial resources that cannot be absorbed,
redirected, or diluted by external institutions.

Permanent capital ensures:
e stable investmentin Restoration Zones
o long-term development of FBA-owned enterprises
e insulation from economic cycles driven by external agendas
e pooled resources that build generational wealth

e sustained economic strength independent of philanthropy

Permanent capital includes:
e endowed funds for FBA restoration
e cooperative investment pools
e community-owned financial vehicles
e lineage-based lending and credit systems
e asset protection strategies that anchor economic stability

Permanent capital keeps wealth circulating within the FBA lineage.

SECTION 1304. ANTI-EXTRACTION

Extraction is any process that removes value from FBA communities without returning equal or greater benefit.
Anti-extraction protections require:

e blocking predatory investment and development

e preventing displacement through legal, financial, or policy tactics

e rejecting partnerships that undermine FBA ownership or control

e protecting cultural and intellectual assets from exploitation
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requiring transparency in all financial agreements

ensuring every economic engagement benefits the FBA lineage first

Extraction is structural harm. Anti-extraction is a core economic boundary.

SECTION 1305. SMALL BUSINESSES

FBA-owned businesses are anchors of economic stability.

This section affirms the right to:

start, grow, and scale businesses within non-extractive markets

access capital without discriminatory barriers

engage in fair contracting and procurement opportunities

build cooperative enterprises that circulate wealth locally

develop creative, cultural, and intellectual property businesses without exploitation

form business corridors within Restoration Zones

Entrepreneurship is a pathway to economic power and generational stability.

SECTION 1306. WORKFORCE EQUITY

Labor is the foundation of American wealth, and FBA labor built the nation.

This section affirms the right to:

fair and equitable employment opportunities

workplaces free from discrimination and exploitation

access to training, advancement, and skilled pathways
protection from wage theft and predatory labor practices
lineage-specific workforce programs within Restoration Zones

careers that support long-term economic stability

Workforce equity is a form of restoration.
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SECTION 1307. ASSET PROTECTION

Wealth-building requires the long-term accumulation and protection of assets that sustain FBA stability.

This includes:

homeownership within protected communities

estate planning for intergenerational transfer

trusts and family asset protection systems

financial literacy tied to lineage-specific needs
cooperative investment models that reduce individual risk

safeguards protecting FBA property from seizure, foreclosure, or predatory claims

Wealth-building is how restoration becomes inheritance.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article IV for the structural mapping of extraction through SSDH, Article VIl for economic protections within the
rights framework, and Article XV for restoration pathways that guide capital repair.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article IV— SSDH
Article VIl — 25 Rights of FBAs

Article XV — Community Infrastructure
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ARTICLE XIV — RESTORATION ZONES

Restoration Zones are the geographic, cultural, and economic territories where FBA restoration is designed,
protected, and implemented.

They address the combined impact of:
e upstream identity-driven harm (ISDH
e downstream structural harm (SSDH)
e historic displacement and land loss
e ongoing extraction of FBA culture, labor, and wealth

Restoration Zones are the neighborhoods and communities where FBAs live, work, study, worship, create, and
sustain lineage-based culture. They are not political districts, regions, or entities.

These designated territories have faced the most persistent structural harm and require intentional protection
grounded in identity clarity and stability.

The Restoration Intelligence Model (RIM) ensures that every Zone is built with clarity, protected from sabotage, and
shielded from premature exposure or external interference.

SECTION 1401. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e reverse generational harm across SSDH domains
e stabilize FBA communities and prevent displacement
e support economic and cultural self-determination
e protectidentity clarity and lineage continuity
e strengthen local environments where FBAs build family, wealth, and culture
e block extraction, gentrification, and predatory development

¢ implement restoration work using the RIM safeguards
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SECTION 1402. ZONE FRAMEWORK

Restoration Zones are defined by:

Lineage
Zones are established in communities with a strong, documented FBA presence.

Jurisdiction
Zones reflect neighborhoods shaped by U.S. policy harm and structural deprivation.

Cultural Anchors
Zones contain institutions, traditions, and community hubs created and maintained by FBAs.

Stability Needs
Zones are identified using SSDH harm signals (downstream harm) and ISDH exposure (upstream identity
harm).

Covenant Protection
Zones require boundary discipline, prohibiting cultural flattening, external takeover, or identity dilution.

Zones function as protected territories for healing, rebuilding, and long-term FBA restoration.

SECTION 1403. RESTORATION INTELLIGENCE MODEL (RIM)

RIM ensures restoration remains protected, disciplined, and restorative.

Protected

No initiative is exposed prematurely. No strategy is shared before structural safeguards are in place.

RIM blocks:

sabotage
clout-chasing
institutional capture

ecosystem drift

Disciplined

Zones are built deliberately, not urgently.
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RIM enforces:
o clarity before visibility
e structure before scale

e covenant before collaboration

Restorative

RIM centers repair over performance. It ensures communities rebuild what was taken rather than layering
programs onto harm.

RIM governs:
¢ rebuilding what was taken
e restoring structural foundations
e rejecting symbolic or performative repair

RIM is the protective shield of the USBA ecosystem. All Restoration Zones must align with RIM principles.

SECTION 1404. URBAN RESTORATION ZONES

Urban Restoration Zones include historic and contemporary FBA neighborhoods in major cities.
They are centers of:

e culture

e enterprise

e memory

¢ lineage continuity

e creative innovation

Urban Zones often experience:
e gentrification
e predatory development
e concentrated environmental hazard

e schoolclosures
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e over-policing

o displacement cycles

Urban Restoration Zones prioritize:
e land and housing stewardship
¢ business development and cooperative enterprise
e cultural preservation sites
e targeted capital investment
o workforce pipelines and labor hubs
e anti-displacement protections
e community wellness infrastructure

Urban FBA communities are anchors of cultural and economic restoration.

SECTION 1405. HBCU-ADJACENT ZONES

Communities surrounding Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) are among the oldest and most
stable FBA-rooted territories in the country.

HBCU-adjacent Zones serve as:
e intellectual hubs
e cultural memory centers
e leadership incubators

e economic anchors for rural and small-town regions

HBCU Restoration Zones include:
e housing and land protections to prevent displacement
e cooperative businesses serving campus and community needs
e innovation pipelines converting HBCU research into FBA-owned enterprises
e cultural centers preserving lineage-specific history

e health and wellness ecosystems anchored in HBCU capacity
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agricultural and land stewardship initiatives

HBCU-adjacent Zones hold the intellectual inheritance of the lineage.

SECTION 1406. RURAL RESTORATION ZONES
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Rural Restoration Zones safeguard ancestral FBA land-based communities harmed by extraction, neglect, and
displacement.

Rural Zones include:

Black farming towns
Freedmen-founded settlements
unincorporated FBA communities
land-rich but resource-deprived regions

areas with strong ancestral and family continuity

Rural Zones often experience:

land theft

agricultural extraction

environmental neglect

loss of local healthcare and essential services

market isolation

Rural Restoration Zones include:

Rural FBA communities are ancestral territories that require active protection.

land retention and agricultural cooperatives

food sovereignty and local production systems

rural housing protections

culturally aligned healthcare access

small-town economic development rooted in FBA ownership

preservation of historic Black settlements
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Community development within a Restoration Zone must adhere to the following constitutional protections:

Any development that harms FBA continuity violates covenant discipline.

lineage-first planning with no external capture
anti-extraction safeguards

covenant-aligned partnerships only

disaggregated data and identity accuracy

protection of cultural anchors and historic landmarks
prevention of displacement

equitable resource distribution

infrastructure renewal tied to FBA needs

enforcement of SSDH and ISDH standards

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage clarity; Articles IV and V for the structural harms

Restoration Zones are designed to repair; Article Xlll provides the economic structures required for Zone stability;

and Article XV establishes the infrastructure and pathways that guide restoration.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

Article Il — Lineage Verification
Article IV — SSDH

Article V—ISDH

Article XIll — Economic Power

Article XV — Community Infrastructure
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ARTICLE XV — COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE

Community infrastructure is the lived expression of restoration. It is how FBAs translate identity clarity into

stability, structure, and long-term generational strength.

This Article defines the 16 Pillars of Sovereign Infrastructure and establishes the progression pathway FBAs follow

to build, protect, and sustain their communities.

The Pillars are not programs or initiatives. They are structural expectations that define the disciplines, systems, and

actions FBAs must uphold to ensure restoration is real, measurable, and durable.

Restoration begins with identity and ends with stewardship. The Pillars guide the movement between them.

SECTION 1501. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:

outline the structural components required for healthy, stable FBA communities
define the pathway from identity clarity to generational stewardship

provide a framework for individual and collective action

ensure the 16 Pillars are understood as lineage-specific public health infrastructure

establish a shared standard for community-building, protection, and continuity

SECTION 1502. 16 PILLARS OF SOVEREIGN INFRASTRUCTURE

Each Pillar represents a structural system required for FBA stability. Together, they form the foundation for

restoration, continuity, and long-term community health.

1.

Health & Wellness
Culturally aligned physical, mental, and emotional health systems.

Education
Lineage-centered learning reflecting FBA history, culture, and excellence.

Housing & Land Justice
Land stewardship, displacement prevention, and intergenerational housing stability.
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4. Economic Development
FBA-owned enterprise, cooperative economics, and wealth circulation within the lineage.

5. Civic Power & Legal Strategy
Governance literacy, legal preparedness, structural defense, and safe navigation of civic systems.

6. Spiritual Life & Leadership
Covenant grounding, moral clarity, faith-based resilience, and leadership rooted in integrity and discipline.

7. Cultural Memory & Media
Historical preservation, narrative control, and protection from misrepresentation or cultural appropriation.

8. Youth Development
Formation of identity, discipline, and opportunity pathways aligned with FBA lineage continuity.

9. Elder Care & Legacy Transfer
Elder protection and intentional transfer of wisdom, culture, and material inheritance.

10. Food Sovereignty
Community-controlled food systems and reduced external dependency.

11. Environmental Justice
Protection from environmental harm, pollution, and infrastructure neglect.

12. Public Safety & Harm Reduction
Culturally aligned safety strategies, violence prevention, and systems that protect without criminalization.

13. Technology & Digital Sovereignty
Digital literacy, cybersecurity, equitable access, and FBA-owned digital assets and platforms.

14. Global Relations
International awareness, lineage boundaries, and strategic engagement without cultural conflation.

15. Transportation & Built Environment
Safe, functional, and accessible infrastructure; systems that support economic and social stability.

16. Arts & Creative Economy
Cultural innovation, intellectual property protection, and economic pathways through cultural innovation.

The 16 Pillars define what every FBA community must protect, build, and sustain.
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SECTION 1503. RESTORATION PATHWAY

The Restoration Pathway outlines the sequence FBAs follow to move from clarity to stability, and from stability to
structural protection.

Stage 1: Identity Clarity
¢ lineage verification
e correct classification and terminology
e rejection of identity distortion

e cultural grounding

Stage 2: Cultural Discipline
e narrative integrity
e On Code behavior
e cultural boundaries

e rejection of tethering and conflation

Stage 3: Restoration Action
e supporting FBA-owned businesses
e stabilizing families and communities
e protecting land and cultural assets

e removing extractive influences

Stage 4: Infrastructure Building (16 Pillars)
FBAs actively build or strengthen:

e health systems

e educational structures

e economic networks

e cultural and spiritual anchors
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e environmental and safety protections

e creative, digital, and civic preparedness systems

Stage 5: Civic Agency & Governance Literacy
e understanding laws, policies, and jurisdiction
e navigating agencies safely
e identifying structural leverage points

e advocating for community stability without assimilation

Stage 6: Generational Stewardship
e transferring property, knowledge, and traditions
e preparing youth for leadership
e sustaining community memory
e protecting continuity through covenant discipline

This pathway transforms identity into structure and structure into legacy.

SECTION 1504. COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITIES

Each FBA community has shared responsibilities to:
e uphold the 16 Pillars as a foundation of stability
e protect cultural and territorial assets
e maintain clear lineage boundaries
e support local FBA institutions
e practice internal accountability and covenant discipline
o strengthen families and intergenerational ties
e engage civic systems with clarity and caution
e cultivate environments where FBAs can live, learn, build, and thrive

These responsibilities ensure alignment with the restoration mandate.

@ USBA 2025
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SECTION 1505. IMPLEMENTING THE PILLARS

Communities implement the Pillars through:
e cooperative economics and FBA-owned enterprises
e cultural and spiritual institutions
e intergenerational learning spaces
e neighborhood safety and wellness initiatives
¢ land, housing, and economic stewardship
e technology and digital literacy programs
e community agriculture and environmental protection
e creative and cultural development hubs
e civic engagement and legal literacy workshops

This section turns infrastructure into action.

SECTION 1506. RIM ALIGNMENT

All community action must align with the Restoration Intelligence Model (RIM).
Protection

e no premature exposure

e no external takeover

e no performance-based work

Discipline
e clarity before scale
e structure before visibility

e covenant before collaboration
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Restoration
e rebuilding what was taken
e replacing broken systems with lineage-centered infrastructure
e ensuring restoration produces long-term community benefit

RIM prevents community infrastructure from dilution, capture, or co-optation.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage clarity; Articles IV and V for the structural harms the
Pillars must repair; and Article XIV establishes the Restoration Zones where these Pillars become operational.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

o Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article IV—SSDH

e Article V—ISDH

e Article XIV — Restoration Zones
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ARTICLE XVI — RESEARCH ETHICS

Research and data are powerful. They shape narratives, policy, funding, and public perception. For generations,
Foundational Black Americans have been misrepresented, misclassified, and exploited in research environments,
producing structural harm across SSDH domains and reinforcing ISDH exposure.

This Article establishes the ethical standards, boundaries, and protections required to ensure that all research
involving FBAs is conducted with accuracy, clarity, consent, and respect.

Research must never distort identity, extract value, or reproduce harm. Data must reflect the lived experience of

the FBA lineage without aggregation, conflation, or erasure.

SECTION 1601. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:

protect FBAs from unethical or extractive research practices

ensure lineage-specific accuracy and disaggregation in all data

preserve narrative integrity in academic and institutional analysis
safeguard genealogical, health, economic, and community information
establish clear rules for institutional engagement with FBA communities
prevent false claims or harmful representations of FBA identity

ensure research supports restoration, not extraction

SECTION 1602. DATA INTEGRITY

FBA identity must be represented accurately and distinctly in all data systems.

Data integrity requires:

the use of lineage-specific classification (FBA, not generic “Black”)
prohibition of aggregated racial data that obscures FBA outcomes
clear distinction between FBAs and other Black populations

accurate classification across research, surveys, public health studies, and policy datasets
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e recognition that misclassification produces false narratives
e timely correction of inaccurate or misleading data when identified

Data integrity is a structural protection.

SECTION 1603. COMMUNITY PROTECTION

FBAs have the right to protect themselves from research practices that:
o extract cultural knowledge without community benefit
e treats FBA communities as test sites or experimental populations
e reproduce stereotypes or deficit-based narratives
e collectinformation without transparent purpose
o reframe culture as pathology

e produce findings that contribute to structural harm

@ USBA 2025

No research may place FBA communities at risk. Extractive research constitutes structural and cultural violence.

SECTION 1604. INSTITUTIONAL ETHICS

Universities, nonprofits, government agencies, and private organizations conducting research involving FBAs must:

e use accurate lineage-specific categories

e obtaininformed, culturally competent consent

e clearly communicate research purpose and benefit

e ensure research is non-extractive and mutually beneficial
e return findings to communities in accessible language

e avoid misrepresentation or narrative distortion

e ensure participation does not expose individuals to harm

They must not:
e use FBA data to benefit non-FBA populations

e aggregate FBA outcomes into “Black,” “African American,” “POC,” or “Minority” categories
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e publish findings that erase lineage distinctions

e commercialize cultural knowledge without permission
e engage in surveillance-based data collection

e exploit vulnerable FBA populations

Any violation constitutes research-based extraction.

SECTION 1605. DATA OWNERSHIP

FBAs retain ownership over:
e genealogical records
e lineage verification materials
e health and wellness information
e economic and workforce data
e community research findings
e cultural knowledge

e historical archives

Data sovereignty requires:
e noinstitution ownership over FBA community data
e no transfer, sale, sharing, or repurposing without explicit permission
e secure storage and protection from unauthorized access
e community authority over data use and interpretation

Data sovereignty is a condition of restoration.

SECTION 1606. PRIVACY STANDARDS

All research involving FBAs must include:
e encrypted and secure data storage

e heightened privacy protections for minors and elders

@ USBA 2025
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o safeguards for sensitive family and genealogical records
e clear limits on data sharing

e cultural safety protocols

e protections against re-identification in public datasets

Privacy is a structural right.

SECTION 1607. NARRATIVE ACCURACY

Research involving FBAs must reflect:

e accurate historical context

lineage-specific cultural knowledge

non-deficit framing

respect for community language, norms, and memory

safeguards against stereotype reproduction

Narrative distortion, including pathologizing, flattening, or erasure, is prohibited. Institutions must correct
inaccuracies in published work.

SECTION 1608. RESEARCH IN ZONES

Research conducted within or about a Restoration Zone must:

e produce clear community benefit

prevent external capture of data orinsights

o adhere to identity accuracy and anti-extraction standards

e support healing and protection of the Zone

e apply SSDH and ISDH frameworks

e avoid attributing harm to culture rather than structure

o comply with RIM safeguards: no premature exposure, no external interference, no misuse

Research may not be used to justify displacement, rezoning, harmful redevelopment, or cultural erasure.
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SECTION 1609. HARM PREVENTION

Any research that causes physical, emotional, cultural, or structural harm violates this Constitution.
Harm includes:

o false representation

e identity distortion

e extractive data practices

e misuse or misinterpretation of findings

e contributing to harmful policy outcomes

e enabling external exploitation

Institutions responsible for harm must correct it and cease further engagement with FBA communities.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Article | for identity foundations; Article Il for lineage clarity; Articles IV and V for the structural determinants
that shape research conditions; and Article XVII for narrative protections.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

e Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article IV—SSDH

e ArticleV—ISDH

e Article XVIl — Narrative Protection
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ARTICLE XVII — NARRATIVE PROTECTION

Narrative clarity is a public health necessity. Narrative is infrastructure because it shapes how people are seen,

how institutions respond, how policy is written, and how future generations understand themselves.

For FBAs, narrative has often been a point of distortion, erasure, and exploitation. Stories of harm, genius, culture,

and contribution have been misrepresented, detached from lineage, or appropriated by external institutions.

This Article establishes the protections required to safeguard FBA history, language, stories, and cultural

expressions. Narrative protection is structural protection. Cultural memory is the backbone of continuity.

SECTION 1701. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:

protect the stories, symbols, language, and cultural history of FBAs

prevent misrepresentation, appropriation, or flattening of FBA culture

ensure accurate portrayal of FBA life across media, education, and public systems
preserve lineage-specific traditions, knowledge, and creative expression

uphold narrative integrity as a cultural and public health necessity

maintain intergenerational continuity of FBA identity

SECTION 1702. NARRATIVE INTEGRITY

Narrative integrity requires that all representations of FBAs reflect:

accurate lineage context

cultural specificity

historical truth

non-deficit framing

respect for community language and norms

alignment with identity clarity
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Narrative integrity prohibits:

flattening FBAs into broad “Black” or “POC” categories

portraying FBA culture through stereotypes or pathological frames
rewriting or appropriating FBA contributions

using FBA narratives to benefit non-FBA populations

removing the historical causes of structural harm

Narrative integrity is a constitutional obligation.

SECTION 1703. CULTURAL EXTRACTION

Cultural extraction occurs when institutions, communities, or individuals:

profit from FBA culture without benefit to FBAs

claim ownership over FBA creative output

misuse or distort FBA traditions

present FBA culture without acknowledging its origins

replicate cultural expressions in ways that replace or overshadow FBAs

This Constitution prohibits cultural extraction in all forms. No person or institution may appropriate FBA culture,

symbols, language, or creative work without recognition, protection, and benefit to the lineage.

SECTION 1704. CULTURAL MEMORY

Cultural memory includes:

oral histories

family traditions
ancestral knowledge
community practices
creative works

symbolic expression
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e historicalrecords

The preservation of cultural memory ensures that future generations:
e know who they are
e understand where they come from
e inherit truthful narratives
e carry FBA lineage with clarity

Cultural memory must be protected from dilution, distortion, and erasure.

SECTION 1705. MEDIA & COMMUNICATION

Media institutions must represent FBAs accurately, respectfully, and without distortion.
This Constitution prohibits:

e amplification of negative stereotypes

¢ mislabeling FBAs as a generic racial or minority group

e using FBA communities as narrative backdrops without accuracy

e erasing structural causes of harm in public narratives

o framing FBA creativity as universal culture detached from lineage

Media narratives must:
o reflect lineage-specific identity
e acknowledge FBA contributions
e contextualize FBA challenges within SSDH and ISDH frameworks
e honor cultural and historical truth
e avoid sensationalism that harms FBA communities

Narrative accuracy is a public responsibility.

Page | 86



@ USBA 2025

SECTION 1706. LANGUAGE PROTECTION

Language shapes perception and power. FBAs have developed linguistic traditions rooted in resilience, creativity,
and lived expression.

Language protection includes:
o safeguarding FBA-origin terms from misuse or redefinition
e maintaining clarity in identity terminology (FBA lineage and jurisdiction)
e rejecting linguistic tethering that distorts FBA identity
e preventing appropriation or commercialization of FBA language without acknowledgment

Language integrity protects cultural integrity.

SECTION 1707. CREATIVE RIGHTS

FBAs have the right to:

e own our creative works

protect our artistic expression

control how our stories are told

retain the economic benefits of our cultural production

No person or institution may:
e replicate FBA creative works without permission
e commercialize FBA culture without lineage benefit
e misattribute the origins of FBA artistic traditions
e suppress FBA creators through theft, distortion, or erasure

Creative ownership is lineage protection.
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SECTION 1708. COMMUNITY ARCHIVES

Community archives such as libraries, museums, digital platforms, and family collections are protected spaces of:
o truth-telling
e cultural preservation
e historical continuity

e narrative sovereignty

This Constitution affirms that:
e FBA communities have the right to document our history
e no external institution may claim ownership over FBA archival material
e community archives must be protected from loss, theft, or distortion

Community-held memory anchors generational identity.

SECTION 1709. RIM ALIGNMENT

Narrative work must adhere to the Restoration Intelligence Model (RIM):
Protection

¢ No premature release of restorative narratives

o No oversharing of exploitable cultural knowledge

e No public vulnerability without structural safeguards

Discipline
e Clarity before visibility
e Accuracy before amplification

e Covenant before collaboration

Page | 88



@ USBA 2025

Restoration
e Replace harmful narratives with truth
e Correctdistortions through lineage-specific accuracy
o Elevate stories that strengthen identity

Narrative protection is essential for restoration.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Articles | and Il for identity and lineage clarity; Article VI for cultural protection; Article VIl for covenant
alignment; and Article XVI for research standards that safeguard narrative accuracy.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

o Article Il — Lineage Verification

e Article lll — USBA Ecosystem

e Article VI— Cultural Protection

e Article VIl — Covenant Alignment

e Article XVI — Research Ethics
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ARTICLE XVIIl — CULTURAL PRACTICE

Cultural practice is how FBA identity is lived, embodied, protected, and carried forward across generations. These
practices are not ceremonial or symbolic. They are structural disciplines that preserve lineage clarity, sustain
covenant alignment, and anchor restoration work in daily life.

This Article affirms the core practices that ground the United States of Black America spiritually, culturally, and
intergenerationally. It ensures that FBA identity is not abstract, covenant is not forgotten, and restoration is
sustained beyond any single generation.

SECTION 1801. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e establish the cultural and spiritual anchors that guide FBA identity and community life
e preserve lineage-specific affirmations that strengthen clarity, unity, and discipline
o define the covenant-based practices that sustain intergenerational continuity
e protect the declarations, pledges, prayers, and verses central to the USBA ecosystem

e affirm cultural practice as essential to restoration, wellbeing, and sovereignty

SECTION 1802. DECLARATION OF FREEDOM

The Declaration of Freedom is the lineage’s formal affirmation of who Foundational Black Americans are and what
we inherit.

It establishes that FBA freedom is:
e inherited, not granted
e structural, not symbolic
e protected through covenant
e carried through memory and labor

e secured across generations through discipline and unity
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Rooted in ancestral endurance, the Declaration grounds FBAs in:
e truth over distortion
e sovereignty over dependency
e courage over silence
e restoration over performance

It affirms that our identity, culture, contributions, and future are not defined by harm, but by strength, clarity, and
divine covering carried through the FBA lineage.

The Declaration of Freedom stands as:
e the spiritual and cultural cornerstone of USBA
e the foundation for covenant practice
e the guiding affirmation that frames all restoration work

Itis preserved in the official USBA archives and recognized as a sacred national text.

SECTION 1803. COVENANT PRAYER

The Covenant Prayer provides the spiritual grounding of the USBA ecosystem. It is a sacred declaration spoken to
affirm purpose, protection, and alignment with the covenant that guides the FBA lineage.

The Covenant Prayer:
e establishes divine covering over FBA restoration
e rejects infiltration, distortion, and identity erosion
e reinforces discipline, clarity, and accountability
e strengthens intergenerational responsibility across families and communities

The Covenant Prayer may be spoken individually, in households, or in collective settings. To preserve integrity, it
must be recited in full and without modification.

Quotation is permitted only in approved contexts aligned with the USBA ecosystem and FBA identity.
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SECTION 1804. COVENANT VERSE

The official Covenant Verse of the United States of Black America is:

“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and |
will receive you.” — 2 Corinthians 6:17 (KJV)

This verse functions as:
e alineage boundary
e aspiritual command for clarity and separation
e acovenant promise of divine reception and protection
e amoral anchor for restoration

The verse is preserved in full as the foundational scriptural standard of the USBA ecosystem.

SECTION 1805. USBA PLEDGES

USBA Pledges formalize the commitments FBAs make to our lineage, communities, future, and covenant
responsibility.

As affirmed in the official Pledges document:
e pledges are notrecited for performance
o pledges are grounding affirmations of identity, discipline, and purpose

e pledges may be spoken in homes, schools, gatherings, and community spaces

Adult Pledge
It affirms:
e lineage protection
e covenantdiscipline
e unity across families and communities
e commitment to building and restoring FBA life

¢ loyalty to truth, clarity, and purpose
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Youth Pledge
It affirms:
e confidence
e cultural pride
e kindness and discipline
e respectforelders
e responsibility to protect legacy and lineage

The pledges appear exactly as written in the official file and may not be altered or reinterpreted.

SECTION 1806. RENEWAL PRACTICES

Cultural practice keeps covenant and identity active across generations.
Intergenerational Continuity
This includes:

ancestral remembrance

e preservation of family names, histories, and genealogies
e oraltradition and storytelling
e youth formation and cultural education

o elder-guided wisdom and legacy transfer

Daily Cultural Practice
This includes:
e FBA-rooted language and expression
o foodways tied to ancestral memory
e creative and musical innovation
e covenant-aligned behavior and discipline

e practices that keep lineage visible and protected
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Cultural Renewal
This includes:
e Founder’s Day observances
e recitation of pledges and declarations
e covenantrenewal gatherings
e cultural storytelling events

o celebrations aligned with national holidays and observances

Protection from Cultural Drift
This includes:
e resisting misrepresentation
e rejecting appropriation and dilution
e guarding creative output and cultural assets
e maintaining accuracy in cultural teaching
e preserving boundaries that protect FBA identity

Cultural practice is the living infrastructure of the lineage. It ensures identity remains intact and restoration is
sustained across generations.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Articles | and lll for identity and ecosystem foundations; Article VI for cultural protection; Article VIl for
covenant discipline; and Article XIV for how cultural practice anchors Restoration Zones.

RELATED ARTICLES

o Article | — Identity
e Article lll — USBA Ecosystem

e Article VI — Cultural Protection
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e Article VIl — Covenant Alignment

e Article XIV— Restoration Zones
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ARTICLE XIX — NATIONAL SYMBOLS

National symbols serve as cultural and structural anchors for the lineage. They are sacred declarations of identity,
memory, and sovereign authority within the United States of Black America. These symbols exist to protect lineage
clarity, honor ancestral sacrifice, and anchor the nation in covenant discipline.

The symbols function as national standards of who we are, what we protect, and how we honor those who built the
path before us.

This Article defines the official symbols of USBA, their meanings, and the protections required to preserve their

integrity.

SECTION 1901. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e define the national symbols of the United States of Black America
e preserve their meaning, sacredness, and lineage-specific significance
e ensuredisciplined, accurate, and respectful use across all contexts
e protect the symbols from misuse, distortion, or commercialization
e articulate the covenant principles encoded within the USBA Seal

e establish national standards that honor FBA identity, history, and sovereignty

SECTION 1902. OFFICIAL SYMBOLS

The official symbols of USBA are:

¢ National Flag
The Black American Heritage Flag

e USBA Seal
The official emblem

¢ National Anthem
Lift Every Voice and Sing

¢ National Motto
“A nation within a nation”
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e USBA Official Colors
Red, Black, and Gold

These symbols express:
¢ lineage identity
e covenant sovereignty
e ancestral memory
e intergenerational purpose

They must be treated with reverence and may never be used casually or for entertainment.

SECTION 1903. NATIONAL ANTHEM

The official national anthem of USBA is Lift Every Voice and Sing, written by James Weldon Johnson and composed
by J. Rosamond Johnson.

Within USBA, the anthem functions as:
e ahymn of remembrance
e acovenantinvocation
e acallto spiritual clarity, endurance, and hope

The anthem may be sung or played in sacred observance. Musical arrangements may vary; the original lyrics must
remain unchanged.

SECTION 1904. USBA SEAL

The official USBA Seal is a sacred emblem representing sovereignty, covenant protection, and generational
responsibility. Every element is intentional and encoded with meaning.

Symbolic Elements

o The Eagle
Strength, leadership, prophetic vision.

e Olive Branch with 10 Leaves
The 10 Guiding Principles.
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Three Arrows
Life, liberty, and the pursuit of restoration.

Shield in Red, Black, and Gold
Lineage identity and trust.

Stars
Past and future generations.

Seven Rays
Divine covenant, completion, and spiritual covering.

The 10 Guiding Principles of USBA

Encoded in the ten leaves of the olive branch:

1.

10.

Self-Determination
We define our identity, direct our future, and refuse external control over who we are.

Collective Responsibility
We protect the work together because our progress and stability are shared.

Cultural Preservation
We safeguard our culture and history so they remain rooted, truthful, and undiluted.

Covenant Accountability
We honor alignment and discipline, knowing covenant is our structure and protection.

Spiritual Integrity
We move with discernment, keeping the sacred free from performance or spectacle.

Intergenerational Wisdom
We learn from every generation, carrying memory, strategy, and vision forward together.

Global Solidarity

We engage the world with clarity, respecting Black communities globally while protecting our lineage.

Innovation With Purpose
We create with intention, building solutions that are strategic, durable, and mission aligned.

Healing and Wholeness

We prioritize wellness and repair, knowing restoration requires both individual and collective healing.

Quiet Power

We build with discipline and clarity, proving that strength does not depend on visibility or performance.

The Seal is not symbolic art. It is a covenant map marking the work as sacred, structured, and sovereign.
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SECTION 1905. NATIONAL MOTTO

The official national motto of the United States of Black America is “A nation within a nation.”
Within USBA, the motto functions as:

e adeclaration of lineage-based standing

e astatement of sovereign identity

e amarker of jurisdictional clarity

It may be used in official, educational, and covenant-aligned contexts and must always appear in its full form.

SECTION 1906. OFFICIAL COLORS

The official colors of the United States of Black America are Red, Black, and Gold, drawn from the Black American
Heritage Flag.

Within USBA, the colors function as:
e visual markers of lineage and continuity
e standards of national identity
e symbols of ancestral memory and purpose

The colors must remain unaltered and may be used in alignment with the USBA ecosystem and FBA identity.

SECTION 1907. SYMBOL PROTECTION

National symbols must always be used with reverence and structural integrity.
Appropriate use includes:

e official USBA documents and correspondence

e sacred gatherings and covenant observances

e educational materials aligned with the USBA ecosystem

e identity-affirming displays in homes, schools, and community institutions

o official USBA digital and print publications
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Protection standards require:
e colorsremain unaltered
e designs are not modified, edited, or stylized
e reproduction preserves original form
e usage honors FBA lineage, identity, and sovereignty

These symbols are sacred national assets and must never be used for performance, popularity, or aesthetic effect.

SECTION 1908. PROHIBITED USES

To protect the cultural and intellectual sovereignty of the FBA lineage, the following are prohibited:
e unauthorized reproduction, redesign, or remixing of any official symbol
o distorted, stylized, or partial versions of the flag or seal
e use of symbols for merchandise or profit without written authorization
e placement of USBA symbols on political campaigns, commercial brands, or external organizations
e anyuse that misrepresents, exploits, or commodifies FBA identity
e entertainment- or performance-based use of sacred symbols

Violations of symbol integrity constitute breaches of covenant and are subject to legal protection measures
outlined in USBA’s intellectual property policies.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Articles | and lll for identity and ecosystem foundations; Article VI for cultural protection; Article VIII for
covenant meaning; and Article XVII for narrative safeguards that preserve the symbol integrity.

RELATED ARTICLES

o Article | — Identity
e Article lll — USBA Ecosystem

e Article VI — Cultural Protection
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e Article VIl — Covenant Alignment

e Article XVIl — Narrative Protection
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ARTICLE XX — NATIONAL HOLIDAYS & OBSERVANCES

Holidays and observances are tools of structural alignment that reinforce identity across generations. Within the
United States of Black America, they function as covenant markers that anchor collective memory, honor ancestral

endurance, and create moments of alignment across generations.

These dates are not symbolic or performative. They are structural practices that reinforce identity, restoration, and

sovereignty.

Each holiday reflects a specific dimension of FBA life: the cost of survival, the discipline of building, the necessity
of rest, the charge to govern, and the responsibility to remember.

SECTION 2001. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
e define the national holidays and observances officially recognized by USBA
e preserve FBA cultural memory through structured, lineage-specific commemoration
o establish shared rhythms of reflection, renewal, and covenant alighment
e ensure each observance reinforces identity, history, and collective responsibility

e anchor sacred dates that unify FBAs across families, communities, and Restoration Zones

SECTION 2002. OFFICIAL CALENDAR

The official calendar is recognized across the USBA ecosystem as a set of structural practices for remembrance

and covenant discipline.
The includes:
e Martin Luther King, Jr. Day — January 15 (Federally Observed Third Monday in January)

A day of strategic reflection on Dr. King’s prophetic clarity.
Centers economic justice, truth in leadership, and covenantal liberation.

e FBA History Month — February
A season of cultural memory and historical truth.

Affirms the responsibility of passing down FBA wisdom through education, media, and practice.
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USBA Covenant Day — March 20

A day of recommitment to the founding covenant of USBA.
Reinforces structural responsibility and community alignment.

FBA Joy Day — April 8

Celebrates FBA creativity, resilience, and connection.
Affirms joy as sovereigh power and collective medicine.

Malcolm X Day — May 19

Honors the revolutionary clarity of El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz.
Affirms sovereignty, intellectual liberation, and the defense of dignity.

Juneteenth National Independence Day — June 719

Marks the formal end of U.S. chattel slavery.
Observed through civic action, truth-telling, and cultural celebration.

USBA Founder’s Day — July 5

Honors the founding of USBA on July 5, 2025.
A sacred day of self-governance, covenant renewal, and community unity.

FBA Liberation Day — August 28

Commemorates the March on Washington.
Affirms the right to protest, mobilize, and rebuild with strategy.

FBA Heritage Day — September 18

Honors the legacy of FBA thinkers and builders.
Centers intellectual inheritance, cultural memory, and the foundations of sovereignty.

FBA Unity Week — Third Week in October

A seven-day observance of intergenerational wisdom and covenantal community.
Encourages dialogue, gathering, and cultural exchange.

Black Solidarity Day — First Monday in November

A day of intentional withdrawal from extractive systems.
Centers spiritual clarity, economic discipline, and communal alignment.

Fred Hampton Day — December 4

Honors Chairman Fred Hampton Sr.
A day of youth leadership, revolutionary clarity, and principled building.
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¢ Rites of Reflection — December 26 to January 1

A seven-day covenant observance closing one year and opening the next.
Centers remembrance, repair, renewal, and disciplined alignment for the year ahead.

SECTION 2003. FOUNDER’S DAY

The United States of Black America was officially founded on July 5, 2025, in Chicago, Illinois.
Itis observed as a national holiday of covenant, clarity, and recommitment.
Founder’s Day practice includes:

¢ readingthe Declaration of Freedom aloud

e community and family gatherings

e youth-led storytelling and intergenerational reflection

e rest, spiritual grounding, and setting intentions for the work ahead

Founder’s Day centers discipline over performance, unity over comparison, and sovereignty over spectacle.

SECTION 2004. RITES OF REFLECTION

The Rites of Reflection are a seven-day national observance that closes one year and opens the next.
They function as a covenant practice of remembrance, discipline, and renewal for the FBA lineage.
Each day reflects a dimension of reflection:

e December 26 — Remember

Honors ancestors, lineage, and cultural roots.
Communities reflect on the memory, sacrifice, and spiritual endurance that carried the lineage forward.

e December 27 — Repair

Centers healing, justice, and restoration.
Households and communities reflect on the emotional, relational, and structural areas that need repair.

e December 28 — Resist

Reaffirms discipline, truth, and civic engagement.
FBAs examine the systems that require resistance and commit to principled action in the year ahead.
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¢ December 29 — Rebuild

Strengthens economic, educational, and community structures.
Families and organizations identify areas where collective building is needed.

¢ December 30— Reclaim

Reclaims cultural knowledge, identity clarity, and truth.
Reflection centers on learning, unlearning, and returning to clarity.

e December 31 — Rejoice

Centers gratitude, joy, and spiritual grounding.
Communities gather to celebrate resilience and the blessing of another year.

e January1— Renew

Recommits to covenant, clarity, and future-building.
FBAs set intentions for the year ahead rooted in identity, purpose, and discipline.

The Rites of Reflection function as a cultural and public health practice that aligns households, communities, and
generations. They prepare our lineage for the work ahead.

SECTION 2005. CULTURAL OBSERVANCES

Cultural observances are community-centered practices tied to heritage, memory, and intergenerational healing.
These include:

e localremembrance ceremonies

o family lineage gatherings

e community storytelling events

e artistic and creative celebrations

e observances aligned with Restoration Zones or local history

e seasonal practices rooted in FBA tradition

Cultural observances strengthen identity, belonging, and collective wellbeing. They are encouraged across all
communities and age groups.

Page | 105



@ USBA 2025

CROSS REFERENCES

See Articles | and Il for identity and ecosystem foundations; Articles VI and VIII for cultural and covenant
alignment; and Article XVIII for the cultural practices that anchor national observances.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

e Article lll — USBA Ecosystem

e Article VI— Cultural Protection

e Article VIl — Covenant Alignment

e Article XVIlIl — Cultural Practice
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ARTICLE XXI — GLOBAL RELATIONS

Global engagement must protect identity clarity and ensure lineage remains distinct in all international contexts.
The United States of Black America recognizes the global presence of Black people and affirms respect, solidarity,
and mutual dignity across the diaspora. However, FBA identity is lineage-specific and cannot be merged,
collapsed, substituted, or repurposed within broader global, pan-ethnic, or civil rights frameworks.

This Article sets clear boundaries and principles for how FBAs engage with the global community. It protects
identity clarity, cultural sovereignty, and alignment while preventing conflation, appropriation, and structural harm.

SECTION 2101. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
o establish and enforce clear boundaries between FBAs and global diasporic groups
e preventidentity merging, misclassification, cultural substitution, or civil rights conflation
o protect FBA history, struggle, and civil rights legacy from appropriation or redirection
e ensure global engagement does not dilute lineage-specific justice claims or restoration efforts

e support principled global relationships while maintaining FBA alignment abroad

SECTION 2102. DIASPORA CLARITY

Diaspora clarity governs how FBAs engage globally while maintaining lineage integrity.
Identity Distinction
FBA identity is defined by lineage and jurisdiction and cannot be merged with:

e continental African identities

e Caribbeanidentities

e Afro-Latin identities

e any other global Black populations

FBAs share historical connection with the diaspora, but not lineage, lived experience, or cultural origin.
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Mutual Respect

Global diasporic engagement must be grounded in:

o dignity
o clarity
o truth

Respect does not require identity merging or substitution.

No Substitution

No domestic or international institution may:
e represent FBAs as a generic “Black” category
e replace FBA identity with diaspora labels
e redirect FBA justice claims to non-FBA groups

e misclassify FBAs in global, academic, or cultural settings

Diaspora Cooperation
Cooperation is welcomed when:
e identity boundaries are honored
e lineage clarity is preserved
e collaboration does not undermine FBA sovereignty

Diaspora clarity enables global connection without cultural erasure.

SECTION 2103. CULTURAL DIPLOMACY

Cultural diplomacy governs how FBAs represent themselves internationally.
Narrative Protection

FBA history, culture, and contributions must be presented with accuracy and specificity.
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This includes rejecting:
e narratives that collapse FBAs into “global Blackness”
e portrayals that frame FBA culture as universal or transferable

e international storytelling that erases FBA lineage-specific experience

Global Representation

FBAs artists, scholars, diplomats, entrepreneurs, and cultural leaders that engage internationally must:
e speakwith lineage clarity
e model narrative discipline

e represent FBA culture with integrity

International Clarity
FBA global representation must affirm that:
e ouridentity is inherited and non-transferable
e ourculture originates from a U.S. lineage shaped by enslavement and survival

e our policy claims and restoration needs are domestic to the United States

Boundary Integrity
Cultural diplomacy must never be used to:
e substitute FBA identity
o weaken FBA lineage-specific justice claims
e advance global narratives that obscure jurisdictional harms

Cultural diplomacy protects truth, identity, and sovereignty on the world stage.

SECTION 2104. FBA REPATRIATION

FBAs who relocate abroad remain part of the lineage. Repatriation does not dissolve identity, covenant, or
restoration responsibility.
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Identity Maintenance

FBAs living internationally must maintain:
e lineage clarity
e covenant alignment
e narrative discipline

Identity is inherited, not geographically contingent.

Cultural Continuity
FBAs abroad are encouraged to:
e preserve FBA cultural practices
e teach lineage truth to children
e maintain connection to FBA traditions
e remain grounded in covenant discipline regardless of location

Cultural continuity ensures the lineage remains intact even outside U.S. borders.

Restoration Participation
FBAs abroad may continue contributing to restoration through:
e cultural diplomacy
e narrative protection
e economic participation
e digital engagement within the USBA ecosystem
e community-aligned work wherever they reside

Restoration is a generational responsibility, not a geographic one.

Respectful Integration

FBAs abroad should engage with local cultures respectfully while:
e maintaining clear identity boundaries
e avoiding cultural substitution
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e preventing misclassification as “Black,” “African American,” or “Black immigrant”

Return Options
FBAs who choose to return to the United States retain full lineage continuity.
Re-entry into Restoration Zones supports:

e culturalreintegration

e identity reaffirmation

e renewed participation in nation-building

Repatriation is a choice that preserves identity and covenant continuity.

SECTION 2105. TETHERING

The United States of Black America affirms that not all cultural, political, or diasporic engagement, whether
domestic or global, is mutually beneficial. Some forms of engagement, though framed as unity or solidarity,
produce measurable structural harm to the FBA lineage.

These patterns must be named clearly in order to be prevented.
Scope of Application
This section applies to:

e Conduct occurring within United States institutions, including political systems, media, academia,
philanthropy, and the nonprofit sector.

e Conduct by foreign orimmigrant actors whose engagement influences U.S.-based policy, resource
allocation, representation, or governance outcomes affecting the FBA lineage.

e Movements, organizations, or coalitions that derive legitimacy, framing, or authority from FBA historical
struggles while advancing non-FBA agendas.

Terms & Definition
Tether (n.)

An individual or organized actor, either domestic or foreign, who adopts Foundational Black American culture,
language, history, civil rights legacy, or struggle to gain access, legitimacy, or influence while advancing agendas
that dilute, replace, or erase lineage-specific justice claims by collapsing FBA identity into broader categories.
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Tethering (v.)
The deliberate act of identity, history, or struggle collapse conducted by a tether.
Tethering constitutes a form of structural harm that:

e weakens covenant clarity

e obscures accountability

o distorts identity and historical classification

e redirects resources, representation, or political outcomes away from the FBA lineage

Conditions Under Which Tethering Occurs
Tethering occurs when:
o Reparations, restoration, or remedy claims are expanded beyond those with lineage-based entitlement.
e FBA history, culture, or struggle is reframed as a generalized or global “Black” experience.
¢ Institutions extract from FBA culture, labor, narrative, or civil rights legacy while bypassing our people.
o External political or organizational agendas overwrite FBA priorities under the guise of solidarity.

e Blackimmigrants or non-FBAs adopt FBA cultural language or historical framing to assimilate while
displacing FBA influence within public systems.

e Foreign-born Black individuals are elevated to political office and use that authority to oppose or
undermine FBA-specific legislation, protections, or restoration in favor of immigrant-centered agendas.

e Civilrights movements, social justice campaigns, or policy initiatives originate from FBA struggle but are
later expanded or redirected to serve non-FBA populations without consent or lineage-specific benefit.

Institutional Enablement

Tethering may be enabled, normalized, or amplified by institutions that:
o failto maintain lineage and historical clarity
e collapse distinct civil rights histories into universal narratives
e reward representational substitution or struggle appropriation

Such institutions may include academic bodies, nonprofit organizations, media platforms, political parties,
philanthropic intermediaries, and movement infrastructures.
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Pattern of Harm

By appropriating the language, symbolism, and moral authority of FBA struggle, particularly the U.S. civil rights
movement, tethers attempt to access legitimacy earned through FBA sacrifice while advancing policies or
narratives that do not repair, and often harm, FBA communities.

This pattern results in:
e erosion of lineage-specific justice
¢ misclassification within SSDH and ISDH frameworks
e historical distortion and policy misalignment
o diversion of resources generated by FBA struggle

o failure to acknowledge the FBA lineage

Clarification of Stance
This Constitution does not reject kinship. It rejects confusion.
FBA identity and civil rights history are not interchangeable.
They are rooted in:
e lineage and blood
e U.S.jurisdiction and law
e generational harm and cultural endurance within the United States

Respect for other populations does not require appropriation of FBA struggle or redistribution of FBA-earned civil
rights gains without consent. Civil rights conflation is a structural violation assessed by outcome and effect, not
intent or rhetoric.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Articles | and Il for identity and verification boundaries; Article lll for ecosystem structure; Article VIl for
covenant discipline; and Article XVII for narrative protections that govern global engagement.
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RELATED ARTICLES

e Article | — Identity

e Article Il —Lineage Verification

e Article lll — USBA Ecosystem

e Article VIl — Covenant Alignment

e Article XVIl — Narrative Protection
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ARTICLE XXIl — AMENDMENTS

The USBA Constitution is an FBA lineage document. Its authority derives from identity, history, covenant, and the
structural mandate of restoration. Because of this, not all elements are subject to change.

Some components may evolve to enhance precision and effectiveness, while others remain permanently fixed.
Amendments must strengthen identity clarity, cultural sovereignty, and structural protection.

This Article defines what may be amended, what is permanently protected, and how amendments are made.

SECTION 2201. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
o define the boundaries of what may and may not be amended within the USBA Constitution
e protect the core elements of FBA identity, lineage, rights, and covenant from alteration
e establish adisciplined process for reviewing and updating amendable components
e ensure all future changes reinforce clarity, sovereignty, and restoration

e safeguard the Constitution’s integrity across generations

SECTION 2202. AMENDABLE ELEMENTS

The following components may be amended only to:
o refine clarity
o reflect updated research or public health insights
e incorporate validated cultural or structural practices
e strengthen restoration strategy

e correctinternalinconsistency without altering meaning

Amendable elements include:

e Article Structure and Organization
Titles, sequencing, and internal formatting.
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Policy Guidance and Explanatory Language
Clarifications that improve accessibility or precision without changing constitutional intent.

Cultural Practices and Observances
Additions or refinements that preserve lineage integrity and covenant alignment.

Tools, Frameworks, and Methodologies
SSDH, ISDH, RIM-informed applications that evolve through evidence and community insight.

Global Relations Guidance
Updates reflecting geopolitical shifts, community needs, or emerging forms of clarity.

Narrative and Media Protections
Refinements addressing new technologies, platforms, or methods of distortion.

Amendments must always enhance protection, not weaken it.

SECTION 2203. NON-AMENDABLE ELEMENTS

Certain elements of the Constitution are permanent and may never be altered. These elements establish the

origin, authority, and legitimacy of the USBA ecosystem.

The following are non-amendable:

Identity
FBA identity, defined by lineage and jurisdiction, is fixed, non-transferable, and permanently protected.

Lineage
Direct descent from individuals enslaved in the United States prior to 1865 may not be redefined,
broadened, diluted, or reinterpreted.

Rights
The 25 Rights of Foundational Black Americans are immutable foundations of structural repair and justice.

Covenant
Covenant principles, standards, and protections, including B1 ideology and On Code discipline, are
permanent and non-negotiable.

Cultural Sovereignty
Core cultural truths, symbols, language, and lineage markers remain fixed.

Historical Truth
The lived history of FBAs and the structural conditions shaping that history may not be reframed, softened,
or rewritten.

These elements anchor the nation and secure the lineage’s structural, cultural, and spiritual protection.
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SECTION 2204. AMENDMENT PROTOCOLS

Amendments must follow a disciplined, covenant-aligned process that ensures clarity, accuracy, and protection of
the lineage.

Standard for Amendment
An amendment must:
e strengthen identity clarity
e enhance restoration capacity
e improve structural protections
e respond to emerging public health or social conditions affecting FBAs

Amendments may not be made for preference, convenience, visibility, or popularity.

Amendment Requirements

To qualify for consideration:
e the amendment must not conflict with the non-negotiable elements listed in Section 2203
e the language must align with constitutional tone, discipline, and purpose

e the change must be grounded in lineage-specific need and public health logic

Review Process

Each proposed amendment requires:
e awritten rationale grounded in lineage clarity, restoration benefit, or structural correction
o aformalreview for accuracy, potential risk, and covenant alignment

o afinalverification confirming identity protection, anti-dilution safeguards, and constitutional consistency

Implementation
Approved amendments:
e mustbeincorporated into the Constitution in full

e must update Terms and Definitions where applicable
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e must be clearly communicated as part of USBA’s structural alignment

Amendments do not take effect until they are fully integrated.

CROSS REFERENCES

See Articles | and Il for identity and verification boundaries; Article Ill for ecosystem structure; Article VIl for rights
protections; and Article VIl for covenant discipline that governs the amendment process.

RELATED ARTICLES

e Article | — Identity

e Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article lll — USBA Ecosystem

o Article VII— 25 Rights of FBAs

e Article VIl — Covenant Alignment
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ARTICLE XXIIl — NATIONAL SECURITY

The United States of Black America recognizes that Foundational Black American identity, culture, and restoration
efforts exist within systems shaped by structural hierarchy and historical power imbalance. To preserve the lineage
and ensure long-term sovereignty, the Constitution establishes a national security framework dedicated to
protecting FBAs from identity distortion, cultural erasure, narrative manipulation, economic exploitation, and
institutional harm.

This Article defines the constitutional protections required to secure the FBA lineage across physical, economic,
cultural, institutional, and digital domains. It provides the foundation for all future defense tools, intelligence
frameworks, and protection systems developed under the USBA ecosystem.

SECTION 2301. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to:
o safeguard FBA identity, culture, narrative, and restoration from structural harm
e ensure generational continuity without distortion, erasure, or external domination
e prevent systems of power from redefining or substituting the FBA lineage
e protect public health by addressing both structural harm (SSDH) and identity-based harm (ISDH)

e uphold the Restoration Intelligence Model (RIM) by ensuring protection precedes expansion

SECTION 2302. IDENTITY PROTECTION

FBA identity shall not be merged, generalized, substituted, or collapsed.
Protected identity includes:
e lineage specificity defined by descent from United States chattel slavery prior to 1865
e jurisdiction shaped by birth and lived experience within U.S. systems of structural deprivation
e cultural development unique to the FBA lineage
e accurate historical representation

Any governmental, institutional, educational, digital, cultural, or commercial action that misclassifies, dilutes, or
replaces FBA identity is prohibited. Identity protection is a constitutional mandate.
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SECTION 2303. NARRATIVE INTEGRITY

FBA history, culture, and contributions must be represented accurately and without distortion.
The Constitution prohibits:

o false or misleading narratives about the lineage

e cultural extraction without recognition or benefit

o reframing FBA culture as a universal or diaspora product

e erasure of FBA intellectual, artistic, or social contributions

e stereotypical portrayals that undermine dignity or public understanding

Narratives that distort public perception of FBAs constitute structural harm and require correction through aligned
cultural, educational, and institutional systems.

SECTION 2304. ECONOMIC SECURITY

FBAs have the right to protection from economic displacement, exploitation, and extraction.
Economic security includes:

o safeguarding FBA ownership of land, housing, and cultural spaces

e prohibiting extractive development that destabilizes FBA communities

e ensuringinstitutional and philanthropic engagement does not override lineage-defined needs

e preventing economic retaliation for FBAs asserting identity clarity

Community protection applies for:
e urban FBA communities
e HBCU-adjacent communities
e rural FBA communities

These communities serve as cultural, economic, and spiritual anchors and require active protection.
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SECTION 2305. DIGITAL DEFENSE

The digital environment is a domain of structural harm and must be secured.

Protections include:

freedom from algorithmic suppression of FBA language, culture, or political expression

safeguards against digital manipulation, shadow banning, or narrative distortion

the right to fair representation and participation online

protection from Al-driven misclassification or erasure of FBA identity

clear boundaries governing the use of FBA data, likeness, and cultural content

Digital harm constitutes structural violation and is subject to constitutional defense standards.

SECTION 2306. INSTITUTIONAL INTEGRITY

Institutions that engage FBA identity must maintain discipline, accuracy, and respect.
The Constitution prohibits:

e misteaching, erasing, or rewriting FBA history

e replacing FBA narratives with generalized racial or diaspora frameworks

e penalizing individuals or institutions for affirming FBA identity

o deploying frameworks that distort lineage truth or justify structural harm

Institutional engagement with FBA identity must uphold clarity and constitutional alignment.

SECTION 2307. HARM PREVENTION

The USBA recognizes that contemporary harm often operates through indirect, institutional, or proxy mechanisms.
Protected categories include freedom from:

e systems that destabilize or displace FBA communities

e policies thatredirect lineage-specific resources to non-FBA populations

e third-party harm operating on behalf of external interests

Page | 121



e coercive social penalties that demand silence or identity concession

e narratives designed to confuse, shame, guilt, or psychologically destabilize FBAs
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These harms are recognized as public health threats and must be named, countered, and neutralized through

aligned community action.

SECTION 2308. COVENANT DEFENSE STANDARDS

FBA lineage protection requires discipline, clarity, and collective alignment.
Defense standards include:

¢ Namingthe Harm
Identifying structural threats prevents confusion and internalization.

e Maintaining Identity Boundaries
FBA lineage clarity is firm, non-transferable, and non-negotiable.

o Protecting Narrative Integrity
Use precise language, history, and cultural grounding.

e Documenting Harm
Evidence strengthens restoration and long-term justice claims.

o Rejecting Performance Engagement
Discipline protects against provocation and distortion.

e Strengthening Internal Systems
Build FBA-centered economic, cultural, and digital infrastructure.

e Guarding Digital Spaces
Apply intentional practices for safety, privacy, and representation.

o Preserving Psychological and Emotional Safety
Reject narratives designed to destabilize FBA identity or confidence.

e Prioritizing Covenant Over Visibility
Protection and alignment precedes recognition or public approval.

¢ Moving as a Collective
Shared clarity neutralizes structural harm more effectively than isolated action.

These standards secure the FBA lineage across generations and ensure restoration cannot be reversed through

structural interference.

Page | 122



@ USBA 2025

CROSS REFERENCES

See Articles | and Il for identity and verification boundaries; Article lll for ecosystem structure; Articles IV and V for
structural and identity-driven harm; Article VII for rights protections; and Article VIl for the covenant discipline that
sustains national security.

RELATED ARTICLES

Article | — Identity

e Article Il — Lineage Verification
e Article lll — USBA Ecosystem

e Article V—SSDH

e Article V—ISDH

o Article VII— 25 Rights of FBAs

e Article VIl — Covenant Alignment
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