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WHY THIS MATTERS TODAY

A Bridge Between Lineage History and Our Current Reality

OVERVIEW

Foundational Black Americans (FBAs) live with conditions shaped not by accident, culture, or individual behavior,
but by centuries of policy decisions that determined where we could live, how long we could live, what resources
we could access, and how institutions responded to us.

Modern disparities are not mysterious. They are the predictable outcomes of a structural design.

PROTECTING IDENTITY

FBA is a lineage, not a broad racial category.
When our lineage is unnamed or misclassified:
e databecomesinaccurate
e resources are misallocated
e policies fail
e harm continues

Identity clarity is a protective measure. It ensures that institutions, policymakers, and communities recognize the
specific people shaped by this history.

CORRECTING THE NARRATIVE

The conditions facing Foundational Black Americans today are not accidental.
They are the direct result of policies that shaped:

e where people were allowed to live

e whatresources we could access

e how institutions treated our communities

History makes this pattern unmistakable. These outcomes did not emerge from culture, behavior, or individual
choices. They emerged from structure.
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Correcting the narrative does three essential things:
e restores dignity by removing false blame
e replaces stereotypes with historical accuracy
e grounds public discourse in evidence

No population can overcome structural deprivation through personal effort alone. When harm is structural, the
response must be structural as well.

WHY LINEAGE POLICY IS NEEDED

Race-neutral approaches cannot repair lineage-specific harm. Historical systems targeted a distinct group, and
effective repair must match that same level of specificity.

The FBA Lineage Rights Act exists because:
e the harm was directed
e the deprivation was cumulative
e the consequences are measurable
o thelineageisidentifiable

Rights must be grounded in evidence and history. This record provides that foundation.

HOW HARM CONTINUES

Past systems evolved into present-day conditions:
e schoolclosures
o hospital shutdowns
e displacement and gentrification
e environmental exposure
e policing and economic extraction

These are not new problems. They are modern expressions of the same lineage-based systems that produced
them. Recognizing this continuity is not optional. It is the prerequisite for designing solutions that address root
causes rather than repeating the cycle.
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STRENGTHENING CONFIDENCE

Clarity produces stability.
When FBAs know who we are and how we were shaped, the community can:
e speak with one voice

defend our interests

build independent frameworks

negotiate with institutions
e teach the next generation with precision

Identity is power when it is disciplined, accurate, and widely understood.

POSITIONING FOR RESTORATION

Phase | of USBA establishes identity and historical grounding.
This enables:

e cleardemands

e enforceable rights

e structural solutions

e organized governance

e national cohesion

Phase | is the foundation.
Phases Il and Ill depend on this clarity.

WHY IT MATTERS NOW

FBAs are navigating displacement, school and hospital closures, environmental threats, misclassification in data,
and renewed cultural confusion. Without a verified lineage record and a clear rights framework, these conditions
will persist.
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Historical clarity is not about looking backward. It is about breaking the pattern, protecting the lineage, and
shaping a future grounded in truth rather than trauma.

This moment marks the beginning of restoration and lays the foundation for the USBA ecosystem.
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