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The Revelation of Jesus Christ

CHAPTER 6

6 Then | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven
seals, and | heard one of the four living creatures say
with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 21 looked, and behold,
there was a white horse. The one riding on it had a bow,
and a crown was given to him. He went out as a con-
queror so he might conquer.

*When the Lamb opened the second seal, | heard the
second living creature saying, “Come!” *Then another
horse came out, fiery red. The one riding on it was per-
mitted to take peace from the earth, so that people
would slaughter one another. He was given a great
sword.

®When the Lamb opened the third seal, | heard the third
living creature saying, “Come!” And behold, | saw a
black horse. The one riding on it held a balance scale in
his hand. ®Then | heard something like a voice in the
midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a
denarius—but do no harm to the oil and wine!”

" When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, | heard the
fourth living creature saying, “Come!” ® Behold, | saw a
horse, pale greenish gray. The name of the one riding
on it was Death, and Sheol was following with him.
Authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to
kill by the sword and by famine and by plague and by the
wild beasts of the earth.

®When the Lamb opened the fifth seal, | saw under the
altar the souls of those slaughtered for the sake of the
word of God and for the witness they had. ' And they
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “O Sovereign Master,
holy and true, how long before You judge those who
dwell on the earth and avenge our blood?”

" Then a white robe was given to each of them, and they
were told to rest a little while longer, until the number of
their fellow servants was complete—their brothers and
sisters who were to be killed as they had been.

'2| saw when the Lamb opened the sixth seal, and there
was a great earthquake. The sun became as black as
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The Revelation

sackcloth made of goat’s hair, and the full moon became
like blood. ™ The stars of heaven fell to the earth like a
fig tree drops unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.
' The heaven ripped apart like a scroll being rolled up,
and every mountain and island was moved from their
places.

®Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the
military commanders and the rich and the mighty and
everyone—slave and free—hid themselves in the caves
and among the rocks of the mountains. ' And they tell
the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of the One seated on the throne and from
the wrath of the Lamb. " For the great day of their wrath
has come, and who is able to stand?”

(Revelation 6:1-17 TLV)

Insights

The Lamb opens each seal, and as He does, each of the four
living creatures calls out his horseman to judge the earth. Soon
after the inception of the church, the horsemen incite nature and
humankind. The great tribulation, the first resurrection, and the
ascension immediately precede His wrath (in 6:12-17). Seals are
for signs and judgments but are not His wrath. At the sixth seal,
He takes us up, and seven bowls of wrath are poured out. (16:2)

The Lamb opens the first seal. Its beast is a lion with six
wings and circumspect vision, calling to a rider on a white horse
who is focused on conquering. The disciples asked for the signs
of His coming at the end of the age,

* And Jesus answered and said unto them Take heed
that no man deceive you ® For many shall come in my
name saying | am Christ and shall deceive many

(Mat. 24:4-5) [The ancient Greek was not punctuated.]

After the resurrection, the war in heaven ended. The dragon
and his angels were hurled to earth in chapter 12. Not long after
that, a church empire rose, but its invisible king institutionalized
idolatry. When the leaders gave up the good fight of faith, they
subjected their followers to the enemy. The result was an entirely
different “gospel.” The apostasy forced its conversions by the
spirit of antichrist. Many bishops claimed the place of Christ yet
killed their opponents. Like the rider on the white horse, they
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Insights: Chapter 6

appeared righteous but were deceivers, professing equality with
Jesus Christ while misleading the church to conquer the world.

Yeshua’s Kingdom is true, and He is its sole Foundation; no
one is comparable to Him. He gives us crowns who overcome
deceiving spirits by faith in the Word of God alone:

® These things | have spoken unto you, that in me you
might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world.

(Jn. 16:33)

'% The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. |
came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
(Jn. 10:10 ESV) — Yeshua

The Lamb breaks the second seal. The second beast, an ox
with six wings and eyes all around, calls the fiery red horse and
its rider to fake peace from the earth, and that they should kill
one another: and there was given unto him a great sword. (6:4):

® And when you hear of wars and chaos, do not be
terrorized; for these things need to happen first, but the
end will not come at once.”

'® Then He continued telling them, “Nation will rise up
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.

(Lk. 21:9-10 TLV) — Yeshua

At the third seal, the living creature with a face like a man
and six wings and eyes all around calls to the rider on the black
horse, rationing, limiting sustenance, and regulating prices. The
Lord commands the horseman: A measure of wheat for a penny,
and three measures of barley for a penny, and see thou hurt not
the oil and wine. (6:6) The oil and wine are especially precious.
To believers they are like our Healer and Comforter.

" And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and
famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great
signs shall there be from heaven. (Lk.21:11) — Yeshua

By faith in Jesus, who is alive from the dead, we accomplish
the impossible and prove the Word true. He’s our Provider:

" He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle and herb
for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of
the earth; ° and wine that maketh glad the heart of man,
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The Revelation

and oil to make his face shine, and bread which streng-
theneth man’s heart. (Ps. 104:14-15) — Yeshua

The Lamb opens the fourth seal. Its living creature, an eagle
with six wings and eyes all around, sends a horseman to judge
the earth like the two before him, but this one rides a greenish-
gray horse, the color of Death. Its place follows him as Sheol:

2 And except those days be shortened, there should
no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake, those days
shall be shortened. (Mat. 24:22) — Yeshua

Believers have overcome famine, genocide, plague, war, per-
secution, and disaster. The horsemen are in the news, reminding
us that He stands at the door and knocks for us to open to Him.

As He opens the fifth seal, Yeshua hears the prayers of the
martyrs under the altar who long for God to judge the killers of
His holy ones. They’re not vengeful, but long for righteousness
to prove justice against those with hands full of blood; He hasn’t
done that yet. Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and
shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s
sake. (Mat. 24:9) Chapter 13 fits as the fifth seal until Jesus
comes on a cloud for the elect (in Mat. 24:29-31; 1 Thes. 4:16-17)

Martyrs under the altar are told to rest till the persecution of
others who’d die as they had is complete. Immediately after the
tribulation, at the sixth seal, Christ comes in a cloud as men hide
from His wrath. (Mk. 13:24-27) The sun is black; the moon is red;
the heavens shake. Yeshua shouts to raise martyrs to life; His
archangel calls out; a great trumpet blasts, and survivors are
caught up together with the elect to join Him above, but Israel
grieves for her Son. It isn’t secret; Jesus described it long ago:

* Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of
the heavens shall be shaken: ** And then shall all the
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of
man coming3 in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory. ' And he shall send his angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other. (Mat. 24:29-31; cf. Rev. 6:12-17; 1 Thes. 4:13-18)
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