
 

 

I couldnõt be more proud to show you what the 

Oliver Springs Historical Society has come into possession 

of, thanks to a donation in memory of  Rema Turnbill 

Beasley Hicks. Brought 

to us by her great-niece 

Colleen Melhorn, the 

picture is an original 

print of  the Piedmont 

Commissary that existed along Windrock 

Road before the foot of  the mountain. 

Colleen told me that Rema most likely 

inherited it from her mother, Dollie Hoskins Turnbill. The original print 

of  this picture has been permanently gifted to the Oliver springs Historical 

Society Archives in the memory of  Rema Turnbill Beasley Hicks. For that 

magnanimous gesture, we are most 

gratefulé.. 

 This seems to be the only 

photograph in existence made of  

the Piedmont Commissary. Alt-

hough much is known and docu-

mented about the Windrock Mine, 

much less has been researched and 

written about the Campbell mines 

around Khotan and Piedmont. 

From all I have been able to ascer-

tain, the Commissary shown above 

served the miners and families as-

sociated with the Campbell Mines, 
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Legacy is published by and for the Oliver 

Springs Historical Society. We welcome 

submissions, both in text articles and 

pictures, current and upcoming events, 

ñin memoriamò, reminiscences, etc.. 

The editor and staff of Legacy reserve 

the right to edit submissions for length 

and content, as well as to determine 

general interest and suitability of content 

for print.  

Please support your historical society, 

both in submission of items for publica-

tion and in making your old pictures and 

documents available for archiving, thus 

ensuring that future generations will reap 

the benefit of our tireless efforts at 

preservation.  

For questions regarding ñLegacyò, or to 

submit material, email:  

robbieu41@gmail.com  

Wonderful picture showing the Khotan operations. 

At left is the driftmouth of the Khotan mine. It was 

while blasting out this driftmouth that Allan Craig 

was killed in 1904. The Horseshoe mine, which was 

likely another Campbell Mine, was just across the 

hollow from this mine. 



and possibly others in the area. 

 The fortunes of  the Campbell operations took a severe blow around 1920 when miners ex-

panding the Khotan Mine up at the head of  Khotan Hollow accidentally cut underneath Wright 

Creek. The creek drained into the shaft with such a prodigious flow that all efforts to repair, 

pump, or otherwise mitigate the catastrophe proved largely insurmountable, and the mine was fi-

nally abandoned.  

 From all reports, the Piedmont operations were robust for several years, and the Piedmont 

community even boasted a school in addition to the commissary seen above. All that was to dwin-

dle away with the closing of  the Khotan Mine. Many erstwhile Campbell  miners eventually 

sought and gained employment with the still-booming Windrock operations. 

Piedmonté committed to history but not forgottené. 

(Continued from Pg. 1) 

Billy Giles at left in white shirt, hand on hip. In the wagon in 

front of Giles is his son Chester. The others are unidentified. 


