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Dear Reader,
Welcome to the first volume of The Graceful & Still Journal.
This journal was born from a simple belief: that God often meets us in the quiet places.
In a world that celebrates hurry, constant movement, and endless noise, I wanted to create a space that gently invites us to slow down—to open a book, linger over Scripture, wander beautiful places, and become more attentive to the presence of God.
Each Reader’s Retreat is more than a destination. It is an invitation to pause.
Some places remind us to breathe a little deeper. Others awaken wonder, restore perspective, or quietly point our hearts back to the One who created beauty itself. Whether along a peaceful shoreline, through a historic village, beneath mountain skies, or within the pages of a well-loved book, my prayer is that every journey leads us a little closer to Christ.
The theme of our inaugural volume is Come Away.
Inspired by the words of Jesus: 
“Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while.”
— Mark 6:31
This summer we’ll journey together through Montréal, Williamstown, Annapolis, and the Islands of Greece—not simply to explore remarkable places, but to discover the quiet invitations God places within them.
Thank you for turning the first page of this journal with me.
May these pages encourage you to seek beauty with intention, read deeply, rest faithfully, and find the Lord in both extraordinary destinations and ordinary moments.
Until the next page,
Brittany N. Gross-Jolly
Editor, The Graceful & Still Journal
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