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PRESENT Loretta Frankovitch, Pete Coppins, Rita Geiben, Jim Fittante, Susan Hofert, 

David Giusiana, Treasurer Stephanie Longwell, Deputy Clerk Donna Vazquez 

 

CALL TO ORDER Loretta Frankovitch called the Historical Preservation Commission meeting to 

order at 6:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

MINUTES A motion was made by Jim Fittante seconded by Rita Geiben and passed 

unanimously to approve the September 12, 2022 minutes.  

  

OLD BUSINESS 845 Cayuga St – Development Plans – 2nd Submission 

 Vick Singh Ghortra and Mark Dean presented a second submission for the 

proposed storage facility at 845 Cayuga Street. The updated plans include lighting 

added at every entrance, noting that little to no light shed will be off the property. 

A substantial amount of landscaping was added, as well as tree islands, to help 

create multiple entry and exit points, not one large, continuous entry. The colors 

were changed to a softer color palette as requested to primarily a medium brown 

color with aluminum frame windows in dark bronze. 

 

 A discussion ensued on whether or not a storage facility is permitted at this 

property which is zoned B-1. 

 

 A motion was made by Pete Coppins seconded by Rita Geiben and passed 

unanimously to table the  2nd submission development plans for 845 Cayuga St 

until the Planning and Zoning Boards say this storage facility is permitted. Jim 

Fittante added the full signage package will need to be included, as well. 

  

 125 S 1st St – Preliminary Plans 

 David Giusiana recused himself to present.  

 

 Giusiana stated the building and site plan has not changed. He addressed the 

architectural concerns and added peaks, single entry way and lightened the color 

of the building to white with black windows for a more traditional look. 

 

 Rita Geiben questioned the parking spaces in front of the garage doors and would 

like to make sure there is sufficient space for the garages to back out on. 

 

 John Kinney said the intent of the garage is warehouse space required for the 

properties he owns; not intended first and foremost as parking for the units. 

 

 A motion was made by Pete Coppins seconded by Susan Hofert and passed 

unanimously to approve the preliminary plans as presented with the stipulations 

that there will be sufficient egress to the garage doors for parking; the trim around 

windows are a minimum of 3 inches; aluminum clad windows and wood fiber 

siding. 

  

 355 Niagara Street Property - Update 

 Frankovitch spoke to the owner and asked them to submit the Application for 

Certificate of Appropriateness to the Clerk’s office for the November 14, 2022 

meeting. Treasurer Longwell stated that she gave the owner the application and 

told her to have it in to the Clerk’s office by November 3, 2022 and to attend the 

November 14th meeting. 

  

OTHER 475 Ridge Street and 732 Center Street (Opera House) Designations 

 475 Ridge Street will be added to the next Historic Preservation Meeting, on 

November 14, 2022 to make a resolution to designate as Historic.  It was 

previously voted on and approved.   

 

 Susan Hofert stated we need a clear picture of the Opera House. Frankovitch will 

take the photo. Treasurer Longwell said once we have the photo we will send the 

letter in. 
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 Code Review 

 Frankovitch said the next meeting for the Code review will be on October 27, 

2022 and asked that all comments/concerns be forwarded to her prior to the 

meeting.  David Giusiana will not be able to attend.   

  

NEW BUSINESS Village Code Amendment: 

Appendix B. Section 13 Sign regulations E. Temporary signs 2. Signs 

requiring permits 

 A motion was made by Rita Geiben seconded by Jim Fittante and passed 

unanimously to amend Village Code Appendix B. Section 13 Sign regulations 

 E. Temporary signs 2. Signs requiring permits from the Current: A. The following 

 signs may be permitted on a temporary basis after obtaining a temporary sign  

 permit as approved by historic planning commission: to the Proposed: A. The 

following signs may be permitted on a temporary basis after obtaining a 

temporary sign permit as approved by the Building Inspector. 

   

 820 Center Street – Sign Application 

 A motion was made by Loretta Frankovitch seconded by Rita Geiben and passed 

unanimously to approve the addition of Crosby’s sign to the existing pole sign 

with the exception that the Crosby’s sign will be the same size as Subway and 

Synergy signs. 

 

OTHER 430 Ridge Street – Exterior Paint and Repair Rear Roof – Application for 

Certificate of Appropriateness 2022-08 

 A motion was made by Rita Geiben seconded by Jim Fittante and passed 

unanimously to approve Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 2022-08, 

to paint the exterior home white with black trim and repair the rear roof as 

presented.  Loretta Frankovitch told homeowner that any other exterior changes 

would need to come back to the HPC.    

  

DISCUSSION  Frontier House Update 

 Jim Fittante stated that the full interior drawings have been submitted and we are 

waiting on the building permit from Building Inspector, Kenny Candella. 

 

 Temporary Sign Report – All Dolled Up       

 Frankovitch asked if they can make a recommendation for Candella to do 

something about the undersize sign. Treasurer Longwell stated that the business 

owner was approved to make the sign smaller and fit within the original sign 

frame. The owner did what she was asked and made the sign smaller than the 

frame. Clerk Shannon Fundis said the Planning Board approved the vinyl sign as 

a permanent sign as long as she fit the sign in the sign frame. No exact 

dimensions were specified and she made the sign fit in the frame. 

 

 Susan Hofert said the whole building is in disrepair and the owner of the building 

should be held accountable. 

 

 Mayor Welch spoke with owner and suggested power washing the vinyl because 

it looks shabby. 

 

 CLG Contract 

 Frankovitch would like to note we have a new contact for State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO), Linda Mackey. 

 

 State Preservation Conference September 22, 2022 – Report 

 Susan Hofert said the presenters were Kim Trent from Knoxville, Tennessee and 

Ray Scriber from Louisiana Main Street Program. They gave ideas on how to 

apply for funding from the federal government. Hofert felt like they spoke more 

for larger communities but our new representative, Linda Mackey, said she would 

like us to contact her about our small community.  

 

 



Historic Preservation Commission     October 11, 2022 
 

 

 There is an organization called MainStreet.org where most States participate 

which New York does not. They are pushing the small communities to get 

engaged in Main They Street.  work with communities of fifty thousand people or 

less and small businesses to revitalize communities that have empty buildings to 

restore. 

 

 They will be sending links for all the presentations at the conference so everyone 

in our certified local government will be able to view. 

 

 Items for Agenda  

 Treasurer Longwell would like to make it clear for the Historic Preservation 

Commission and Planning Board that all items for the agenda are to be turned into 

the Clerk’s office ten days prior to the meeting date.  This does not mean that the 

boards will receive them ten days prior to their meeting date; they will receive the 

information when everything is in order. 

             

ADJOURNMENT A motion was made by Pete Coppins seconded by Rita Geiben and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 PM. 

 

    

                                                                                                             Donna Vazquez, Deputy Clerk 


