
VILLAGE OF LEWISTON VILLAGE BOARD DECEMBER 21, 2020 

PUBLIC  Mayor Welch opened the public hearing at 6:01pm; on the proposed $.05 increase 

HEARING in the sewer rate, from $4.74 to $4.79 per 100 cubic feet, effective January 1,  

  2021.  This rate will amend Village Local Law Section 20-139. 

 

  No residents spoke; Mayor Welch closed the public hearing at 6:02pm. 

 

PRESENT Mayor Welch, Trustee Eydt, Trustee Conde, Trustee Marasco, Captain Cain 

  Building Inspector/Zoning Officer Candella, Law Counsel Leone, Engineer  

  Marino, Clerk Fundis, Treasurer Myers, Recreation Director McDermott, Fire  

  Inspector Beebe, Village Historian Piper 

 

EXCUSED Trustee Gibson, Deputy Clerk Vazquez 

 

CALL TO  Mayor Welch called the Village Board of Trustees meeting with the Pledge of 

ORDER Allegiance at 6:02pm. 

 

MINUTES  A motion was made by Trustee Conde seconded by Trustee Marasco and passed  

  unanimously to approve the November 16, 2020 Village Board Meeting and  

  December 7, 2020 Work Session minutes; Trustee Marasco asked that a   

  correction be made to the December 7, 2020 minutes address from 145 N. 2nd to  

  140 N. 1st Street.  Clerk Fundis said she would make that change.   

  

BILLS  A motion was made by Trustee Marasco seconded by Trustee Eydt and passed  

  unanimously to approve the December 2020 bills as presented by Treasurer  

  Myers. 

 

REPORTS Recreation Director McDermott gave an update on the recent drive-thru  

  holiday craft event with the Grinch that was held.  McDermott also stated that the  

  Spring 2021 programs will be posted on the village website by the end of the  

  week.   

 

  Village Historian Piper mentioned that he has had a few more accumulations,  

  and that the work on the cemetery will continue in the spring.  Piper also   

  mentioned that he has hit a wall with finding additional funding at this time.    

        

OLD   Lewiston Landing Boat & Transient Slips Pricing 

BUSINESS A discussion ensued on the existing pricing of the boat slips at Lewiston Landing; 

  it was decided that due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, and with the long wait the  

  residents had to endure while this was being rebuilt, the village would pause on an 

  increase in price for the time being.   

 

  Cars on N. 9th Street 

  Trustee Conde commented on the unregistered vehicles that are still on the  

  property, and recommended that a letter be sent to the property owner.  Mayor  

  Welch stated that Building Inspector/Zoning Officer Candella is aware and is  

  addressing the issue.   

 

 NEW  Local Law #05 – 2020 – Sewer Rate Fee Change to $4.79 per 100 cubic feet  

BUSINESS A motion was made by Trustee Eydt and seconded by Trustee Conde to adopt local 

  law #05 – 2020, increasing the sewer rate to $4.79 per 100 cubic feet of usage.  This 

  amends the Village Code section 20-139.   

 

  Clerk Fundis polled the board and the motion passed with four YES votes: 
 

   Trustee Conde  YES 

   Trustee Eydt  YES 

   Trustee Marasco YES 

   Mayor Welch  YES 

 

  LWRP – Village of Lewiston Draft 

  A motion was made by Trustee Eydt and seconded by Trustee Conde to adopt the  

  following resolution: 
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  RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE’S DRAFT LOCAL WATERFRONT   

  REVITALIZATION PROGRAM AS COMPLETE AND READY FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND  

  AUTHORIZING ITS SUBMISSION TO THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

 

WHEREAS,  the Village of Lewiston initiated preparation of a Local Waterfront Revitalization Program  

  in cooperation with the New York State Department of State in accordance with the  

  provisions of Executive Law, Article 42; and 

WHEREAS,  the Draft Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) has been prepared under the  

  guidance of the Village, the Local Waterfront Revitalization Advisory Group, with   

  consultant planning services provided by GHD Engineering. 

WHEREAS,  the Village Board of Trustees, as lead agency, has prepared and evaluated an   

  Environmental Assessment Form concerning the action of adopting the LWRP in   

  accordance with the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act and Part 

  617 of the implementing regulations of Article 8 of the New York State Environmental  

  Conservation Law 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 

  That the Draft Local Waterfront Revitalization Program for the Village of Lewiston is  

  accepted by the Village Board of Trustees as complete and ready for public review, and  

  shall be submitted to the New York State Department of State for review by regional,  

  State and Federal agencies, pursuant to the provisions of Article 42 of the New York State 

  Executive Law.  

 

  Clerk Fundis polled the board and the resolution passed with four YES votes: 
 

 

   Trustee Conde  YES 

   Trustee Eydt  YES 

   Trustee Marasco YES 

   Mayor Welch  YES 

 

  Trustee Eydt commented on this resolution; stating that this waterfront program  

  extends the revitalization opportunities up to Center Street and to Academy Park.   

  In order to continue, the Village Board’s approval is required to submit to the  

  New York State for their final approval.   

 

  Mayor Welch added that the original Local Waterfront Revitalization Program  

  was initially adopted around 1989-1990, and the state wants a complete update  

  on this at this time. 

 

DISCUSSION  

  DOT – Center Street Resurfacing 

  Mayor Welch stated that next year the Department of Transportation would be  

  resurfacing Center Street curb to curb; when that is being done, some of the speed 

  and directional signs will be changed by the state.  The state has also requested a  

  tentative list of dates for festivals.  Bids will be put out in June of 2021, and the  

  resurfacing should be finished by the end of the year.   

 

  NYS DEC - Flood Insurance Rate Map 

  Mayor Welch stated that even though the Village of Lewiston is not designated a  

  flood zone, the flood insurance rate map still has to be adopted for insurance  

  purposes, and to be eligible for FEMA funding in the vent of a possible flood. 

 

  A motion was made by Trustee Conde seconded by Trustee Eydt and passed  

  unanimously to schedule a public hearing on the new Flood Insurance Rate Maps  

  (FIRMs) to meet the standards of Section 60.3(e). of the program regulations on  

  Tuesday, January 19th,  2021 at 6:00pm. 

 

  Grease Trap Requirements 

  Mayor Welch addressed the issue the Department of Public Works has had with  

  insufficient grease traps with some restaurants in the village.  It has been   

  discussed in the past that the restaurant owners are responsible for paying for  

  cleaning of the lines.   
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  Law Counsel Leone commented that the village will need to adopt a local law to  

  establish this. 

 

  A motion was made by Trustee Conde seconded by Trustee Marasco and passed  

  unanimously to schedule a public hearing on the proposed grease trap   

  requirements and penalties for non-compliance on Tuesday, January 19th, 2021 at  

  6:00pm. 

 

REPORTS Clerk Fundis mentioned that she has been working on the village pandemic plan, 

  and should have something ready to submit to the labor board by the end of  

  January 2021. 

     

  Treasurer Myers mentioned that she is working on the water bills to send out  

  after January 1, 2021 with the new rates.  We are currently down to 86 water  

  meter heads that need to be replaced; we will send out reminder letters to these  

  property owners once again.   

        

  Superintendent Wills had no report at this time, but wished everyone a Merry  

  Christmas and a Happy New Year.   

 

  Law Counsel Leone referred to Chapter 15 of the Lewiston Waterfront   

  Revitalization Program; that in pages 143-156, we have a new proposed local law.  

  In article 5, I think we should hold a public hearing to adopt this.  I also suggest  

  that a committee consisting of our Planning Board and any variances with our  

  Zoning Board to discuss and review this. 

 

  Mayor Welch stated that the village currently has a consistency plan, but it is not  

  as in depth, and that we can improve this.   

 

  A motion was made by Trustee Eydt seconded by Trustee Conde and passed  

  unanimously to schedule a public hearing on the proposed changes to Chapter 15,  

  Article 5 of the Lewiston Waterfront Revitalization Program on Tuesday, January  

  19th, 2021 at 6:00pm. 

  

  Engineer Marino gave an update on the status of the ice boom, which should be  

  placed in the water within the next few weeks.   

   

  Superintendent Wills stated that he is waiting on the final pricing for the train  

  wheels required for placing the ice boom.   

 

BOARD  Trustee Conde wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

REPORTS      

  Trustee Eydt wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and is  

  hoping for a better 2021.  Eydt also thanked the Boy Scouts for their annual  

  Christmas Tree sale and commended them for how well they cleaned the park up;  

  you can’t even tell that anybody was  there.   

 

 Trustee Marasco wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and 

  to keep hope in our hearts that 2021 will be better.   

 

  Mayor Welch made the following statement: 

  “Well, 2020 started out to be very promising, but unfortunately the pandemic hit  

  and everyone was effected by it. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all the people 

  and families affected by this terrible disease. With the new vaccines there is now  

  hope and light at the end of the tunnel. 

 

  Our businesses were severely impacted, but they are resilient, and with the support 

  of our local officials, residents and visitors they have persevered and done   

  surprisingly well through all of this.  Even though we were unable to host all of the 

  many festivals and events we have enjoyed over the years, people enjoyed time  

  spent with their families, walking, biking, boating or just relaxing in the parks and 

  waterfront. 
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  The pandemic slowed down the construction projects but they are still on track to  

  finish in 2021.  The re-construction of the waterfront was completed and re-opened 

  thanks to NYS Department of State grants and the REDI Commission award of 1.2 

  million dollars and Phase 5 will start in 2021. The much awaited restoration of the 

  Frontier House has begun. The Academy Park bleachers were removed and the  

  band shell will be re-located in the spring.  We secured a $50,000 NYS DOT grant 

  to rehab the Academy Park restroom.  The construction of the All-Inclusive  

  Playground at Marilyn Toohey Park that is made possible through grants and  

  donations of $600,000 has been postponed until the spring of 2021 due to  Covid  

  restrictions. Center Street will be re-surfaced in 2021 due to a 1.8 million dollar  

  award from NYS DOT.  We are currently working on a proposed Bike Trail in the 

  Village of Lewiston with the Niagara River Greenway. The Village DPW was able 

  to purchase several pieces of new equipment through grant funding. 

 

  In spite of the pandemic, we have several new and re-located businesses such as  

  Tim Hortons, Quest, Alphonso Bax, Esq., The Rose Hanger, Gallo, Gather, Amy’s 

  Just Desserts, Lewiston Love and a new façade at 555 Center by owner Zach  

  Casale.  After the devastating fire of Brickyard and the BBC, we are grateful that  

  the Brickyard is open and the BBC re-construction is in progress and will re-open  

  in 2021. 

 

  I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and I am looking forward to a Happy  

  and Healthy New Year.” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  The Zoning Board of Appeals meeting is cancelled for the month of   
  December. 
 
  The next Historic Preservation Commission meeting will be held at 6:00pm,  
  followed immediately by the Planning Board meeting at 6:30pm on Monday,  
  January 11, 2021. 
 
  The Village Board of Trustees Board work session will be held at 6pm on  
  Monday, January 4, 2021. 
 
  The Clerk’s office and DPW will be closed on Friday, December 25, 2020 and  
  Friday, January 1, 2021 in observance of Christmas and New Year’s Day.   
 

ADJOURN Mayor Welch adjourned the meeting at 6:30pm. 

 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

         Shannon Fundis, Clerk 

 


