
8th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 19, 2026 

 

WELCOME! We are blessed to worship with you today!  
If you are visiting, we are delighted that you’re here. If you have 

any questions, please ask anyone near you. To find out everything 
going on at St. Paul’s, visit www.stpaulsokc.com.  

SERVING TODAY:  
Reader:            Tom Todd 
Prayer Leader:           Carolyn Lewis 
Ushers:               Ron Jantz, Allen Baker, Will Koski, Mark Mitchell, Bob Pirog & Corey Grubb 
Children’s Message:        Dawn Finnicum 
Altar Guild:            Janet Miller 
Video assistant:           Garrett Purdum 
Acolyte & Crucifer:          Drew Purdum & Pippa Teske 
Liturgist:            Carolyn Lewis  

 

PRELUDE:           Ron Wallace 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Pause for silent reflection) 
Gracious God,  
Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
that we may serve you in the newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen. 
 

God who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together in 
Christ. By grace we have been saved and in the name of Christ our sins are forgiven. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN: #779                I’ll Fly Away 
 

Some glad morning when this life is o’er, I’ll fly away; 
To home on God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away;  

 

Refrain: 
I’ll fly away, O glory, I’ll fly way; 

When I die, hallelujah, by and by, 
I’ll fly away. I’ll fly away! 

 

When the shadows of this life have gone, I’ll fly away; 
Like a bird from prison bars has flown, I’ll fly away. 

Refrain 
 

Just a few more weary days and then, I’ll fly away; 
To a land where joys shall never end, I’ll fly away. 

Refrain 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also, with you. 

http://www.stpaulsokc.com/


Kyrie 3 & 4 

 
 

Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 44:6-8 
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first, and I am 
the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; let them declare and set it 
forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to 
be. 8Do not fear or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is 
there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 86:11-17 
11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk  in your truth; 
 give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
 and glorify your name forevermore. 
13For great is your love toward me; 
 you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; 
 they have not set you before their eyes. 



15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
 slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
16Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
 give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 
17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; 
 because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 
 

SECOND READING  Romans 8:12-25 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13for 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 
20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one 
already sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION- (Please stand)   Alleluia! 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord  

 

GOSPEL READING   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
31He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest 
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in 
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 
kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every 
scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Dawn Finnicum 
SPECIAL MUSIC    

For the Beauty of the Earth   Flute Trio: Jill Botkin, Kristin Grubb & Susi Laflin 
 

MESSAGE             “Fireside Chat” with Joyce Martin  



HYMN  #574   Here I Am Lord                all verses 
“I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom Shall I send?” 
 

Refrain:  
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

“I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?” 

Refrain 
 

“I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?” 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed, the under employed and the destitute, for 
prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look 
with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and 
to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. AMEN 
 

 

THE BLESSING 

May the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
Amen.  
 

POSTLUDE   Ron Wallace 
 

SENDING - Go in Peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 

Please note there is no offertory during service, our offering plates are located at the back of 
the sanctuary, or you can give online using the link on our website, www.stpaulsokc.com. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Music reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright (c) 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 14205-LIT. 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

RISA POWELL’S RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 
We will celebrate Risa Powell’s retirement on Sunday, August 2nd. Risa has served St. Paul’s as the 

Youth and Family Director for 26 years! Join us for a potluck reception after church. Help us 
celebrate by sharing your favorite pictures from Risa’s ministry over the years. Email your photos 
to emileyruth@gmail.com (be sure to check the spelling of Emiley’s name when you type it in!).  

 
BACK TO SCHOOL POOL PARTY 

SAVE THE DATE! Our annual back to school pool party will be Sunday, August 9th from 11am – 
1 pm at the Warwick Place pool. Pizza & drinks will be provided, but we ask that everyone bring a 

dessert to share. RSVP to Abby Davis at 580-603-0095.  
 

 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 
JULY 

 
7/19- 9:30- Worship 
7/18-25- HS Mission Trip 
 
7/26- 9:30- Worship 

 
AUGUST 

8/2- 9:30- Worship 
Retirement Celebration for Risa 
8/4- Exec Board Meeting 
 
8/9- 9:30- Worship 
11am-1pm Back to School Pool Party 
 
8/16- 9:30- Worship – Mission Trip Recap 
8/19- 6:30 Choir Rehearsal 
 
8/23- 9:30- Worship 
Youth/Parent Meeting 
8/26- 6:30 Choir Rehearsal 

 
8/30- 9:30- Worship 
8/31- 9am Canticle Ringers 
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